
                                                                          
 
 

UNIVERSITY OF MALTA 
 

SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE 
SEC 

 
 

 
 

GERMAN 
 

May 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE 
EXAMINATIONS BOARD 

 
 

 
 
 
 



SEC Examiners’ Report – May 2009 

 2 

SEC GERMAN 
MAY 2009 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT  
 
535 candidates sat for the SEC Level examination in German in May 2009 (568 in 2008, 466 in 
2007, 446 in 2006; 485 in 2005; 423 in 2004). Thus almost as many students sat for the exam 
this year as last year. 336 (62%) students sat for Paper IIA while 199 (38%) opted for Paper IIB. 
Compared to last year’s session the number of students selecting the Paper A option remained 
the same, while the number of those who chose paper B decreased slightly. 
 
The table below shows the distribution of grades obtained for the May 2009 session. 
 
Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Abs  Total  

I & IIA 20 28 49 60 66 - - 109 4 336 

I & IIB - - - 12 31 54 50 46 6 199 

TOTAL 20 28 49 72 97 54 50 155 10 535 

% of 

TOTAL 
3.7% 5.2% 9.2% 13.5% 18.1% 10.1% 9.3% 29.0% 1.9% 100.0% 

  
 
Paper 1 
Paper 1: Listening Comprehension 
 
Most of the students answered the short texts well. Some got them all right, whilst others got one 
or more answers wrong. But on the whole, students performed well. 
 
As for the longer texts (particularly Part 2A) one can notice that most candidates lacked 
vocabulary.  In some cases they even confused basic words like ‘Bett’ and ‘Sofa’, while others 
misspelled basic words when writing their answers.     
 
Paper 1: Written Usage - Grammar exercises 
 
Overall the answers supplied for questions set in the first part of the paper (i.e. the grammar 
section) indicate that both Paper A and Paper B students still lack an adequate amount of 
fundamental German grammar which very often leads students to guess work or illogical 
conclusions. 
 
An improvement was observed in the cloze-text exercise.  However, it was also observed that 
students still find difficulties to answer other sections particularly questions testing adjective 
endings, conjunctions and Praeteritum.   
 
Most common mistakes: 
 

• als ihn not als er 
• musst used instead of darfst 
• hing not hängte 
• word order in conjunction exercise 
• the choice of the right conjunction 
• choice of the right preposition 
• prepositions in phrases ‘aus der Leitung’ and ‘durch das Zimmer’ 

 
It should be noted that those candidates who knew their grammar, knew it well.  And this was 
particularly reflected in the writing sections.   
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Paper 2 Section A 
 
Section A (adverts and texts – answers in English) carries 50% of the marks of Paper II and 
examines the students’ ability to understand and react correctly to different texts in German 
testing the candidates’ passive knowledge with reference to the language.  Students did quite 
well in this section, even though very few got full marks. 
 
Analyzing some of the most common mistakes, one can conclude that vocabulary mistakes were 
predominant. Some examples: 
 
 
Paper 2A 

• In question 21 a number of students answered ‘a big cathedral’ ignoring the superlative 
‘biggest’.  

• In question 27 instead of saying they take them to the container at the supermarket, a 
number of candidates understood that they take a container with them to the 
supermarket thus misunderstanding the whole context. 

• In question 29 a number of students answered ‘glass’ instead of bottles or metal instead 
of ‘can/tins’.   

 
Paper 2 B 
 

• A couple of students misunderstood the word Altpapier.  When writing their answer in 
English they interpreted this word meaning ‘tall paper’.  This shows that Italian (alto in 
Italian meaning tall) interfered with German in this and similar cases. 

 
 
 
 
Paper 2 Essays 
 
Paper 2 A Students 
 
Letter writing (Section B): 
  
Examiners reported that the topic chosen namely ‘Describe your last school trip’, was very much 
within the students’ capabilities and experience and it was a topic students found interesting to 
write about.  Answers ranged from a trip to a museum, to Valletta, to Gozo, to Germany or to 
other European countries.   
 
In this session however grammar, sentence structure and word order problems were common. 
 

• Examiners reported that it was obvious that many students learnt certain phrases by 
heart and used them correctly/incorrectly in their writing 

 
• Many did not include/mention the given points.  Some seem to have forgotten the point 

that they had to write about a school trip.  The latter instead wrote a description about a 
holiday trip, some even not mentioning their teacher or fellow students.   

 
• Once again, unfortunately one must also highlight that the usual lack of proper grammar, 

sentence structure and word order problems observed in previous exam sessions were 
very evident again this year. 

 
• Some students wrote illogical phrases by which they proved that they knew a word 

without knowing its meaning. Two examples: Fährst du zu Fuβ? and Vielen Dank für 
deine Schreibtisch (intending to thank someone for his last letter).  
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Picture composition (Section C): 
 
Some students did try to write decent, flowing and sensible stories. However, on the whole, 
performance varied a lot in this section.  
 
In many cases, lack of basic vocabulary was evident. Among the most common mistakes were  
 

• Er hatte ein bagollen in der Hand.  Bagollen here is used instead of Koffer. 
• “… smellen ein putzing” used to say that the old lady smelt a foul odour. Once again 

English (smell) and Italian (puzza or unpleasant smell) interfered.   
 
 
Paper 2 Essays 
 
Paper 2 B Students 
 
Letter writing (Section B):  The same comments expressed for paper A candidates apply to 
those students opting for paper 2B.  
 
The subject of the e-mail was very topical and relevant to students’ life. Students could also write 
in the present tense. It was thus not a very demanding task, when compared to other tasks set in 
past years.  In this case however, the level was much lower than that obtained by candidates of 
paper 2A and mistakes were still very frequent. 
 
 
These were some of the mistakes noted by the markers: 
 
��One candidate started the letters with Deine Doris and ended it with Liebe Anna 
��Using words like Fröt instead of Obst 
��Used phrases like: bist du gut? 
��Wrong use of verb tenses: did not use present /future tense but related in the past. 
 
Picture composition (Section C): 
 
A number of students did manage to write decent stories with correct vocabulary, word-order and 
grammar.  However simple and fundamental mistakes were very frequent.  Even though the 
pictures were very clear,  some students did not even write about the story depicted in the 
pictures. Others opted to leave the entire section completely unanswered, or wrote in another 
language or in a mixture of languages. 
 
Conclusion 
 
These reflections should not only serve as a description highlighting what markers commented 
after this year’s session.  These comments should guide and help teachers of German as a 
Foreign Language when preparing students sitting for the next German SEC sessions which will 
be adopting the new format and aim to achieve the requirements set by the Common European 
Framework of Languages.   
 
Reflecting on the current situation is a must for all those hoping to improve results in the near 
future.  
 
 
Chairperson 
 
Board of Examiners 
June 2009 


