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Reading Comprehension 2B September Mark Scheme 

1. Write down two words from the first paragraph, which indicate that the shopping mall is 
attractive.                                                                                                                              (1 mark) 

a. ……shiny…………………     b.  ……gleaming………………………. 

2. Write down part of a sentence found in the first paragraph which shows that shoppers find it 
hard to resist spending money at the shopping centre.                                                        (1 mark)   
 
impossible to keep your wallet in your pocket [Do not accept a full sentence or if ‘in your 
pocket’ is left out.] 
                                                                                                                        
 
3. Find words or phrases from lines 1-17 of the text that match the following meanings: 
                                                                                                                                            (4 marks) 
 
a. catch sight of   - glimpse ( l. 2) 
 

e. locating your position – getting your 
bearings (l. 8) 

b. captivated    - hooked (l. 3) 
 

f. overcrowding – congestion (l. 13) 

c. excitedly -   feverishly (l. 6) 
 

g. tempting   - inviting (l. 15) 

d. groups -      packs (l. 6) 
 

h. luxurious – lavish (l.17)                                                                  

4. What does the writer mean by ‘it felt like the last shopping day before Christmas without the 
pressure’ (line 7)?                                                                                                               (2 marks) 

All the excitement we associate with Christmas shopping on Christmas Eve without the 
urgency/pressure. 

5. Mark the following as True or False by writing either T or F in the brackets next to each 
statement and provide a reason for your answer.                                                               (5 marks) 
 
 
a. The centre was packed just because it was mid- term. ( F ) because  (it wasn’t crowded 
simply because it was half-term but) because it was opening day. 
 
 
 
b. The centre is so big that it is easy to lose your way. (F ) either  because we are told it’s 
circular so it’s difficult to get lost or else because there are touch screen computers 
 
 
c. The centre consists of more than one floor. (T) because there are escalators 
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d. Westfield is an attraction only because of its shops. (F) because there are restaurants, etc 
 
 
e. The writer realized she had more money than she had originally thought. (F) because she was 
made to feel that she had more money not that she had. 
 
 
6. List 10 facts from lines 1 and 20 that describe Westfield shopping centre.                  (5 marks)                                                                                        
                                                                                                                           
Any 10 of the following: 
a it’s new 
b. it’s circular 
c. it’s attractive 
d. it’s over 44 acres 
e. there are many high street stores 
f. there are touch screen computers 
g. the walkways are wide/plenty of space to move around 
h. there are huge windows/ there are floor-to-ceiling window displays 
i. there are places where one can eat 
j. there are dozens of escalators 
k. the doorways are wide 
l. the shops are large 
m. there are giant signs and elaborate displays 
o. gleaming glass 
 
 
7.  What 3 activities may visitors to Westfield enjoy?                                                      (3 marks) 
 
a shopping 
b eating/drinking 
c. handling gadgets/lounging about in  computer and electrical stores 
 
8. What do the underlined words in bold refer to in the text?                                           (4 marks)      
 
a. your (line 1) - reader e. it (line 14) – the centre/atmosphere 

b.  it (line 7) – atmosphere [Do not accept 

‘mood’.]  

f.  which (line 19) – the computer and 

electrical stores 

c.  them (line 10) – (touch screen) computers g. which (line 23) – restaurants, champagne 

bars, chocolate stands and sweet stores 

d.  they (line 14) - shops h. that (line 25) –thinking she had more 

money than she actually had 
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PASSAGE 2 

 QUESTIONS 

1. ‘The question illustrates the enormous gulf dividing today’s parents and their children’  
(line 1). In what way does this question illustrate the gulf?                                       (2 marks)  
                                                      

 What is a common/ familiar activity to children today was outside the parents’ experience 
at their age. 
 
2. a. Write down one advantage of MSN according to the writer.                                      (1 mark) 
 
Communication among friends is very easy/fast 
 
    b. Write down two disadvantages of MSN according to the writer.                              (2 marks) 
 
i.    no close friendships are formed 
ii.   takes up a lot of time / makes you stay up late 
 
 
3. List five reasons found between lines 11 and 24 which explain why Helen Grayson was so 
worried about how her daughter  was being  affected by the internet.                              (5 marks) 
 
a. it interfered with her  school work/to Shannon it became more important than anything 
else 
 
b. spent a lot of time in front of her PC 
 
c she stayed up very late 
 
d  her sleep patterns were disturbed/ she was very tired in the morning 
 
e. limited social life – no real  close friends 
 
 
4.  Select four part-sentences of not more than 6 words each, found between   lines 14 and  26  
that describe what   Helen Grayson felt  regarding   her daughter’s  use of the internet.        
                                                                                                                                           (4 marks) 
Accept any four of: 
 
a. I was at my wits' end 
b. I worried constantly 
c. I was also very concerned 
d. I reached boiling point 
e. I was fed up 
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5. What four conclusions about internet use by young people are reached by the report? 
                                                                                                                                            (2 marks) 
a. many under-16s spend more than 20 hours a week on internet 
b. millions surf the net alone 
c. many are exposed to pornography 
d. many are exposed to scenes of violence 
 
6. What two pieces of advice does the report give to parents of young people?  Use your own 
words.                                                                                                                                 (2 marks) 
any 2 of the following: 
a  parents need to learn how the internet operates 
b  parents need to supervise children’s activities 
c. parents need to participate/join in 
 
 
 
7. Explain the meaning of the following words as used in the passage:                            (5 marks) 
 
a. scores (line 5) many/loads 
 
b. gravely (line 9) seriously 
c. glued (line  32) unable to stop watching/stuck  
d. accidentally (line 33) by chance 
e. essential  (line 34)  necessary/important                                                                                         
 
 
8. Why do you think the writer chose the title ‘How the web stole our children’ for her text?  
                                                                                                                                            (2 marks) 
She feels that because of internet children are drifting away from their parents, hence their 
parents are losing them. 
 
 
WRITING TASK                                                                                                          (10 marks) 
 
You are Thomas Burns who lives at 56, New University Street, San Gwann SGN 1448. You 
have just returned from a trip to London where you visited Westfield Shopping centre. Write a 
letter to your best friend Maxine encouraging her to visit Westfield Shopping centre with her 
father when the two of them travel to London next month. 
 
Award : 
2 marks for layout 
2 marks for task achievement 
6 marks for accuracy  
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