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Statistics 
 
Table 1: MATSEC Intermediate Level Geography, May 2010 

   Distribution of Grades 
 

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 
No. of candidates 7 25 33 27 18 23 9 142 

 
 
General comments 
 
A total of 142 candidates sat for the Geography Intermediate exam in May 2010. It has to be 
noted that the level was generally satisfactory. The examiners would however like to stress 
the importance of providing examples to illustrate and develop answers. Unfortunately some 
candidates still have difficulty in providing local and international examples even when 
specifically requested in the question. This may indicate that candidates have problems in 
applying theoretical concepts to real life situations. It must also be pointed out that a short 
essay-type answer should be developed to questions unless otherwise stated in the question. 
Point-form questions are not acceptable. The examiners once again noted that answers to 
some questions was obtained from general information and knowledge transmitted through 
popular media. As a result it is important to point out to candidates that answers at 
intermediate level require a sound theoretical background. 
 
Section 1: Physical Geographical Processes 
Question 1 
This was the most answered question in Section 1. Most answers to this question showed that 
candidates are aware of the difference between weathering and chemical processes. 
Unfortunately a common misconception was evident in part (c) of this question. Several 
candidates attributed the presence of the scree to coastal processes rather than to weathering 
and erosional processes acting on the limestone cliff face. 
 
Question 2 
Most answers to part (a) of this question were satisfactory with most candidates offering 
detailed explanation of the effect of altitude and urban heat on the two settlements. Answers 
for parts (b) and (c) however indicated lack of understanding of the processes leading to the 
formation of convectional rainfall, specifically over the Maltese Islands. Whilst most 
candidates are aware that convectional currents develop over large land masses, they seem 
less aware of the fact at a local level it is the heating of the Mediterranean Sea rather than the 
land that gives rise to convectional currents and hence to convectional rainfall in the Maltese 
Islands. As in previous years, the examiners feel they should point out the fact that most 
candidates’ geographical knowledge still seems to be tied to general concepts with little 
attempt at applying basic general concepts to local and specific situations. This was also 
evident in answers to part (c) of this question. 
  
Question 3 
Though the least popular question in Section 1, most answers to this question were 
satisfactory.  In general, candidates explained the tectonic activity that gave origin to the SW 
to NE tilt of the Maltese Islands in adequate detail. Whilst most answers for part (c) were also 
satisfactory some candidates described the formation of bays on a coastline made up of 



alternating layers of hard and soft rocks rather than the formation of low cliffs resulting from 
the downhill movement of Blue Clay. 
  
 
Section 2: Human Geographical Processes 
Question 4 
The overall attempts at answering this question were excellent.  Part (a) was answered 
correctly with most candidates providing a good answer with examples.  As for parts (b) and 
(c) answers varied in that a number of candidates did not give the five factors and four 
problems that were requested respectively.  In this connection, answers for part (c) regarding 
the problems generated by high population densities were better than for part (b) that dealt 
with variations in the densities for SE Asia. 
 
Question 5 
The main problem with the answers provided for this question was that a number of 
candidates just listed the advantages and disadvantages requested in part (b) and the factors in 
part (c) that lead to the decline of a settlement.  It must be stressed that with all cases a short 
essay-type question should be developed. 
 
Question 6 
Some rather weak answers were provided for this question.  A number of candidates failed to 
write properly the meanings of aquaculture. In addition some of the five benefits requested 
from this economic activity were not covered.  However, most candidates who answered this 
question provided good answers for the three negative effects of aquaculture on the 
surrounding environment. 
 
Section 3: The Man-Environment Relationship 
Question 7 
The main problem with most answers to this question was that candidates did not incorporate 
the data presented in the graph.  Candidates need to be made aware that in developing 
answers such information is important in order to develop good and readable answers.  
Otherwise the information provided in all parts of the question was fairly well tackled. 
 
Question 8 
Candidates who answered this question provided interesting answers, however, it must be 
stressed that most information is obtained from general information and knowledge shown in 
the media.  It is important for candidates to know and be able to present the theory behind the 
natural disasters and their effects. 
 
Question 9 
A question based on a local case-study (Xemxija) always generates interest and the number 
of candidates who obtained high marks for both parts showed that they have a good grasp of 
the local geography and its problems.  However, it has to be stated that candidates obtaining 
low marks for part (b) were sometimes having trouble identifying similar urban areas in 
Malta or Gozo. 
 



 
Section 4: Fieldwork and Mapwork 
Question 10 
This was the least popular question in Section 4. Whilst answers to part (a) were mostly 
correct, quite a number of candidates did not know the name of the map technique shown in 
Figure 6. Most candidates were aware of the advantages and limitations of using the 
technique shown in the figure. Suggestions on how to enhance the accuracy of the 
information shown in the diagram in part (d) were however very scarce. 
 
Question 11 
This was the most popular question in Section 4. The majority of candidates obtained very 
high marks indicating they were familiar with both the working of the chi-squared test and 
the interpretation of the result.  
 
Question 12   
Most answers to part (a) were correct. Most candidates were able to compare and contrast the 
data shown in the diagram as requested in part (b) of the question. Answers to part (c) 
highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of the diagram were varied in quality but generally 
candidates found it easier to highlight the strengths than a weakness of the diagram. 
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