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General comments

A total of 142 candidates sat for the Geography Intermediate exam in May 2013. As in previous years, the
examiners noted that candidates perform better in questions from Module 2, 3 and 4. Answers to
questions in Module 1 tend to lack depth and indicate lack of interpretation skills and superficial
knowledge of certain processes. In most cases, answers to Module 1 questions tend to rely on textbook
examples. The average marks obtained for questions in Modules 2, 3 and 4 are 12.81, 12.5 and 12.61
respectively, whilst the average mark for Module 1 is 8.81. This implies that the mark that candidates
obtain in Module 1 is highly influencing their final grade. Candidates are finding it difficult to apply their
knowledge to different situations and to make associations between different processes. Once again this
indicates that candidates have difficulties engaging in higher order thinking skills. As in previous years the
locational knowledge displayed by candidates is very limited and often restricted to examples offered by
their textbooks.

Part 1:  Statistical Information

Table 1: Distribution of the candidates’ grades for INT Geography May 2013.

GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total
Number 9 23 46 26 9 20 9 142
% of Total 6.3 16.2 32.4 18.3 6.3 14.1 6.3 100.0

The Exam Paper

Section 1: Physical Geographical Processes

Question 1

The mean mark for question 1 was 11.9

(a) Several candidates were not aware of the difference between aquifer and water table, with the
majority of these believing they are the same feature.

(b) Most candidates were aware of the geological characteristics of the Maltese rocks that lead to the
formation of both the perched aquifer and the main sea level aquifer. The hydrological processes
were in most cases poorly explained with most candidates limiting their explanation to pointing
out that Blue Clay is an impermeable rock.

Question 2

The mean mark for question 2 was 9.05.

(a) In accounting for the occurrence of convectional rain in the Maltese Islands, most candidates
mentioned the fact that land of the Maltese islands heats up and radiates convection currents.
They ignored the more important role of the warm Mediterranean sea which is still warm in
autumn and generates convection currents that are warm and very humid. The land area of Malta
alone could not result in the heavy rainstorms associated with the early autumn period. Most
answers to this question were well-explained and satisfactory. Some diagrams were satisfactory
but most could have been more detailed illustrating better the processes described in writing.
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Question 3

Although this question was the most popular question in Section 1, it had the lowest mean mark of 5.49.

(a) This question involved interpretation of the diagram provided to explain the tectonic processes
resulting in the formation of the East African Rift Valley. Most candidates assumed that since the
African and Arabian plates are moving away from each other, a mid-ocean ridge is present in the
area.

(b) Correct answers for this question were scarce. Most candidates wrongly described the volcanic
activity at mid-ocean ridges, whilst quite a number of candidates described the volcanic activity of
the Hawaiian islands.

Section 2: Human Geographical Processes

Question 4

The mean mark for question 4 was 13.35.

(a) Most of the candidates answered the question correctly with most answers having a well-labelled
sketch to identify the land uses. Some also included a river running through the landscape as an
elaboration of the model. A number of candidates however could only represent the land-uses
with hesitant lines representing the various features mentioned in the text.

(b) Practically all candidates gave good reasons to justify why von Thunen’s model cannot be applied
to Malta. However, a few commented that under certain circumstances it can be applied if one
were to ignore the small size of the island and the fact that some geographical features
mentioned in the model are not found in Malta.

Question 5

The mean mark for question 5 was 12.78.

(a) A number of the respondents gave a good definition as far as what the DTM model represents,
however many candidates failed to mention the importance of the time factor in representing the
changes to the birth and mortality rates, and the subsequent population changes.

(b) Excellent answers were given to this section including the well-labelled diagram.
(c) The shape of the diagram showing the population structure for Malta was interpreted correctly by

most candidates including the two reasons given to support the answer.

Question 6

The mean mark for question 6 was 12.32.

(a) Defining site and situation was within most candidates’ capabilities as were the correct  answers
given by the candidates when it came to discuss the site and situation of Senglea.

(b) The answers presented a range of examples and most candidates showed that they had a good
grasp of the four factors that influence the site of a settlement.
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Section 3: The Man-Environment Relationship

Question 7

The mean mark for question 7 was 13.19.

(a) Overall the answers were commendable however the specific examples referred to were either
taken from the local context or candidates used the situation in Italy to provide the example
asked for indicating that a hesitant knowledge on other countries was evident.

(b) Answers to this part of the question were divided into two: a section of the candidates gave very
elaborate descriptions of the effects of the population growth on the Mediterranean marine
environment, whilst another section of the candidates gave a rather sketchy answer.

Question 8

The mean mark for question 8 was 11.48.

(a) Few candidates attempted this question, however most responses were correct and well-
illustrated. One point that has to be mentioned here is that “mass movement” was interpreted by
three candidates as pertaining to the movement of people from one place to another.
Unfortunately these candidates scored low marks in the other questions, calling into discussion
their knowledge of the subject in general and the identification of the key terms used.

(b) Knowledge about dealing with mass movement hazards was well-understood and correctly
elaborated in the answer.

Question 9

The mean mark for question 9 was 12.84.

(a) Definition of deforestation was overall correct.
(b) Overall good answers were given for the link between deforestation and soil erosion.
(c) Combating desertification was answered correctly as were the specific examples requested.

Section 4: Fieldwork and Mapwork Skills

Question 10

The mean mark for question 10 was 11.88.

(a) Most candidates could explain the main uses of a scattergraph though in most cases they did not
elaborate on the type of relationship that a scattergraph can show.

(b) Overall correct answers were given to the interpretation of the information presented by the
scatter graph.

(c) Most candidates presented three very good strengths of the scattergraph as a figure representing
the data collected.

(d) A range of answers was given pertaining to the information provided by the graph.
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Question 11

The mean mark for question 11 was 13.47.

(a) Most candidates answered correctly this part of the question.
(b) The interpretation of the choropleth map and its advantages and disadvantages was well

developed with some candidates giving interesting details.
(c) A large part of the answers were correct however a number of candidates could only identify

continents’ names and not that of individual countries.

Question 12

The mean mark for question 12 was 12.48.

(a) Most candidates had difficulty answering this part of the questioning mentioning maps such as
isobar maps, dot maps, choropleth maps or contour maps. This might indicate candidates were
not familiar with the use of OS maps and 1:25000 or 1:50000 maps for fieldwork purposes.

(b) Most answers to this question were correct.
(c) Whilst the Nearest Neighbour index was calculated correctly by most candidates, the meaning of

the figure (NNI) obtained was not very clear.
(d) Most answers to this part of the question were correct.

Chairperson
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