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Thirty-three candidates registered for the examination. The breakdown of the grades obtained by 

the candidates was as follows: 

GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 

Number of Candidates 1 3 12 5 7 4 1 33 

% of Total 3.03 9.09 36.36 15.15 21.21 12.12 3.03 100 

 

Grade No. of Candidates % of Candidates 

A – C 16 48.5 

A – E 28 84.8 

FAIL 4 12.1 

 

A number of recommendations have been recurrent in the Examiners’ Reports. The requirements of 

the syllabus need to be met and the candidates need to have a sense of commitment towards the 

subject. 

Part I A – Coursework 

The examiners noted an improvement in the way candidates presented their folders. Most 

candidates followed the suggestions put forward in the May 2014 Examiners’ Report and submitted 

the various sections in properly marked sub-folders within the main folder. Prospective candidates 

should note that work presented loosely in the separators inbuilt in the folder creates difficulties 

during the correction stage. 

Most candidates did not include any material that might have disclosed their identity. Prospective 

candidates should note that infringement of MATSEC regulations such as attempting to disclose 

their identity may lead to their being disqualified. 

The majority of the candidates abided by the syllabus in terms of both support and media used in 

the work presented. Also no materials which might have created a health hazard were included in 

the portfolios. Candidates also conformed to the syllabus with regard to the number of sheets 

submitted in the various sections. 

A number of candidates presented work executed at the eleventh hour; others applied the paint in 

heavy impasto. This created problems while correcting as these works could not be separated 

without irreparable damage to the works themselves. Prospective candidates should avoid 

excessive impasto, even with acrylic paint; while dry to the touch, thick paint has a tendency to stick 

when pressed against other works in the folder.  
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A(i) Portfolio  

The works presented were of average quality and in general the standard reached by the 

candidates calls for more commitment. Some candidates inserted a number of downloaded pictures 

from the internet in their portfolio; this practice should be strongly discouraged. Well planned 

coursework should show sustained personal research and development of analytical and technical 

skills rendered visually. 

A(ii) Personal Study 

The five A2 sheets allotted for presentation of the study should be utilized fully to the advantage of 

the candidate. Many candidates once again filled their presentation sheets with pictures 

downloaded from the internet. The study should show the candidates' personal investigations and 

preparatory work therefore illustrations from secondary sources should be kept to a minimum.  

This section is meant to test the candidates’ ability to develop a theme. A number of candidates 

presented a series of finished, independent works on the selected theme and therefore failed to 

demonstrate a focused investigation and critical analysis of the theme selected. In this study, the 

candidates are further required to communicate their understanding and thinking process through 

integrated images and annotations; in most cases this was not given due importance and in some 

cases was totally ignored.  

A(iii) Visual Journal 

As in previous sessions, candidates did not seem to fully comprehend the proper function of a 

visual journal. A well kept journal should amply reflect a continuous process, recorded by sketches, 

drawings, cuttings and art-historical references, accompanied by annotations and personal 

reflections. Most candidates presented work that may have qualified as a scrapbook or sketchbook, 

but not a journal. Candidates need to understand fully the implications of the visual journal. 

Part I B – Thematic Project Work 

This section requires candidates to submit one final piece along with preparatory studies. A good 

number of candidates filled the allotted four A2 sheets with downloaded material, unnecessary 

photographs, and with scanty personal investigation and preparatory work. Others presented a 

number of finished works and therefore failed to demonstrate a focused investigation and a critical 

analysis of the theme selected, as required by the syllabus.  

Part II – Section A – Work from Observation 

The work in this section was satisfactory, and a good percentage of candidates obtained a good 

mark. However, it is felt that this artistic discipline often needs to be given more importance during 

the two-year-course of study. 

Part II – Section B – History of Art 

Very few candidates provided an in-depth and holistic art-historical analysis of the works selected. 

In general the candidates failed to discuss the stylistic and historical context, the iconography and 

the formal qualities of the works, and presented a dull, descriptive essay. 
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