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Part 1: STATISTICAL INFORMATION

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2017 session of the examination:

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL
PAPER A 16 30 23 19 10 - - 11 4 113
PAPER B - - - 4 6 14 3 5 2 34

TOTAL 16 30 23 23 16 14 3 16 6 147

% OF TOTAL 10.9 20.4 15.6 15.6 10.9 9.5 2.0 10.9 4.1 100.0

Part 2: GENERAL COMMENTS REGARDING CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE

Paper 1

Section I –Power and People
Question Remarks Marks
1. (a) The great majority of candidates answered this question correctly and obtained full marks.

(2)
(b) (i) Reasons given by a significant number of respondents were within the mark scheme

provided. (3)
(ii) The Treaty of Rome was mentioned by the majority of candidates. (1)

2. (a) The three ways identified were quite relevant as indicated in the mark scheme, with the right
to vote as the most popular indicator of democracy. (3)

(b) For this part of the question, most of the candidates gave a good explanation of each of the
three ways mentioned in the previous answer. (3)

3. (a) Several candidates have interchanged the Council of Europe with the Council of Ministers
when asked to name the European institution. (1)

(b) When answering this question, candidates named Heads of State and Ministers of respective
topics discussed by the Council as members forming part of the Council. (1)

(c) Several of those candidates who gave a wrong answer for question (a) managed to describe
correctly the functions of the Council of Ministers required of question (c). (4)

4. (a) A few candidates were not successful in identifying the Treaty of Maastricht requested by the
question. (2)

(b) The greater number of candidates managed to give four rights of E.U. citizens as emanating
for the Maastricht Treaty.  Hence, they had only a partial correct answer to this question.

(4)
5 (a) Candidates generally explained the concept of ‘social welfare’ and obtained the marks

allocated for this question. (2)
(b) Almost all candidates mentioned relevant examples of social benefits provided to vulnerable

groups and obtained the full marks allocated for this question. (2)
(c) A few respondents gave indicators of economic growth rather than measures of social

welfare as requested by the question, thus failing to obtain any marks. (2)
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Section II – Economic Development and Changes
6 (a) Almost all the candidates answered this question correctly, although a significant number of them

did not spell the word ‘quaternary’ well. (2)
(b) The majority of the candidates did not focus on the interdependence of these economic sectors

but instead discussed how the type of sector determines whether a country is developed or still
developing.

(4)
7. (a) Although the majority of candidates had an idea of what the term ‘cartel’ means, a clear definition

was generally lacking.
(2)

(b) The majority of candidates answered this question correctly. (2)
(c) Although the majority of candidates hinted that a ‘trade quota’ implies a limit on imported goods,

the correct terminology was generally lacking. (2)
8. (a) The majority of candidates answered this question correctly.  Reference was made mostly to the

creation of jobs as regards a positive effect of TNCs on developing countries.  The fact that
workers were poorly paid was given by the majority of candidates as an example of the negative
effect of TNCs on these countries.

(2)
(b) The majority of candidates answered this question correctly with some of them elaborating on the

topic more than others, specifying that it started as a family business and expanded into a
multinational company managing hotels in various countries.  Examples of such countries were
given by a good number of candidates.

(4)
(c) Although most candidates answered this question correctly, there was some confusion on the

word ‘policy’. (1)
9. (a) The majority of candidates answered this question correctly, with some candidates giving more

reasons than others and mentioning the provision of a stable income for farmers, the guarantee
of a wide variety of agricultural products for Europeans and the aspect of animal welfare.

(1)
(b) Most candidates gave a partial answer to this question.  Although they are aware that OPEC

provides the EU with around 40% of its total crude oil imports, they did not mention other factors
which result in a positive relationship between the two organisations.

(2)
(c) While the majority of candidates referred to e-commerce as the buying and selling of goods and

services through the internet, a small number of candidates described e-commerce as a process
which involves the transfer of data from one network to another.

(3)
10. (a) The majority of candidates misunderstood this question.  They mentioned the devices used to

enable e-commerce, namely the laptop or tablet and internet connection, rather than ATMs,
telephone banking, software technologies, teleshopping and bank cards as was expected.

(1)
(b) Reference was made mostly to the advantages for consumers brought about by e-commerce vis-

à-vis those brought about by traditional retail outlets rather than to the difference between the two
systems.

(2)
(c) Almost all the candidates answered this question correctly.

(3)

Section III – Demographic and Social Realities
11. (a) The majority of candidates managed to define collective bargaining and a considerable

number of these gave valid examples as well. (2)
(b) The majority of candidates answered correctly with regards to the right to form part of a union.

However, only a few candidates explained as well the benefits of this right. (2)
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(c) The absolute majority of candidates explained this term. A few even mentioned how the word
‘salary’ originated in Ancient Roman times. (2)

12. Many students mentioned two challenges, but then repeated in other words the third challenge.
Candidates had problems to understand what the examiner meant by the changing patterns of
employment. A limited number of students gave only one example.

(6)
13. (a) Various safety rules were mentioned. The vast majority gave three valid answers. (3)

(b) While the vast majority of candidates were able to explain why safety rules are important for
workers, they found it difficult to explain the importance of safety rules for families and society
in general.

(3)
14. (a) Various effects were identified mainly: why and how people moved from villages to the

industrialised cities; how due to this influx of people there was lack of sanitation and increase
in pauperism and crime.

(6)

15. (a) The vast majority of candidates were able to identify the number of challenges that a
multicultural society faces.  A very small number of candidates gave incorrect and at times
extreme views.

(3)
(b) This question proved to be a challenge for a number of students. The usual answer ‘we need

to accept them’ without any examples was deemed not enough to get the full marks allotted
to this part of the question.

(3)

Section IV – Europeans and their Environment
16. (a) Most candidates gave a correct answer to this part of the question, giving reference mostly to

air, noise and sea pollution. (3)
(b) The majority of candidates answered this question successfully, referring to car exhaust,

industrial waste and oil spills as the main sources of pollution.  A small number of candidates
mentioned the same source for two different types of pollution. (3)

17. Several candidates gained full marks in this question but some failed to provide the names of
three main islands in Europe. (3)

18. (a) This question was answered properly by a significant number of candidates. (1)
(b) The majority of candidates gave a good answer to this question. (1)
(c) Almost all candidates answered this part of the question correctly. (1)

19. Practically all candidates were able to identify three positive effects of physical exercise with
a good number of candidates giving a detailed explanation of the importance of exercise in
enabling a healthier lifestyle with less risk of diseases and improved mental health.

(6)
20. Most candidates were unable to identify such factors as the increase in land prices, the

transformation of old houses into apartments and the choice of smaller houses, thus failing to
obtain full marks for this question. (6)

21. (a) The majority of candidates were able to identify three causes that lead to water scarcity but
several gave one-word answers or used very short phrases. (3)

(b) Most of the candidates gave valid answers to this question, mostly making reference to
increased awareness, the reuse of waste water and having boreholes and wells to save rain
water. (3)

Section V –The Cultural Heritage
22. Most candidates answered this question fairly well, although there were a considerable

number of candidates who failed to obtain all marks since they exchanged one item in the
matrix table. The most mistaken components were Dante Alighieri and Leonardo da Vinci
who were wrongly associated with the Renaissance and the Middle Ages respectively,

(6)
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23. (a) Most candidates had some basic knowledge of what the Reformation and the Counter-
Reformation were.  The Reformation was defined as a Protestant initiative to reform abuses
within the Catholic Church whilst the Counter-Reformation was the response of the Catholic
Church to reform itself from within. (4)

(b) Most candidates mentioned at least one consequence included in the marking scheme – the
most preferred answers being: the division of Europe into two or more religious camps, which
at times, resulted in bloody civil wars and outburst of religious persecution. (2)

24. (a) Nearly all candidates answered the question correctly, giving the three examples of
contemporary music genres included in the marking scheme. (3)

(b) Most candidates answered this question correctly by mentioning three impacts of the Beatles
band group on contemporary music and thus obtained the marks allocated to this question. (3)

25. A considerable number of candidates mixed up two or more of the terms and placed them in
the wrong column, denoting uncertainty as to the correct definition and historical significance
of these political terms. (6)

26. (a) Most candidates mentioned some valid points when discussing the consequences of the
invention of the printing press, namely the speed by which books were being printed and sold
across Europe; the drop in the price of printed books when compared to handwritten copied
ones; the increased interest in reading by the ruling and educated classes which in turn
contributed to the spreading of humanist ideas. (3)

(b) With regards to the invention of steam power, most candidates mentioned the application of
steam power to steam-powered machinery in the manufacturing industries; its contribution to
the transport revolution with the invention and the application of the steam-engine in steam-
powered ships and the railway locomotive. (3)

Paper 2A

Section I – Power and People
Question Remarks Marks
1. Candidates’ answers showed a good level of knowledge of human rights and of European

legal instruments to protect and safeguard them.  Answers are, however, largely descriptive
when one would expect a more interpretive and discussion approach to this level of Paper 2.

(20)
2. Answers to this question showed that candidates are quite aware of the challenge of welfare

sustainability in European countries.  Good descriptions of ‘welfare state’, ‘welfare society’
and ‘sustainable welfare’ were produced.  Major reasons for Europe’s contemporary issue of
sustainable welfare were also identified, while relevant measures by European countries to
mitigate and possibly avert negative effects were also mentioned.

(20)

Section II – Economic Development and Changes
3 The majority of candidates were able to define the word ‘globalisation’ and could more or less

describe the advantages brought about by globalisation to the European economy.  However,
only a small percentage of candidates were able to discuss at length the link between
globalisation and the economy and mention the factors leading to the globalisation of trade
as well as the role of the World Bank, IMF and ECB in bringing about globalisation.

(20)
4. (a) The majority of candidates were able to identify Rotterdam Port as a European commercial

seaport and elaborate on the main functions of this port. (7)
(b) Heathrow Airport was commonly given as a case study of a European commercial airport

with the majority of candidates obtaining the full marks allotted for this question. (7)
(c) Although a significant number of candidates were able to identify the Channel Tunnel or Euro

Tunnel as a European commercial rail network, several others failed to give a valid answer to (6)



SEC EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2017

6

this question.

Section III – Demographic and Social Realities
5. This question was attempted by less than half the candidates. Answers and results varied.

Some students discussed and focused on the reasons why people migrate, others delved
deeper and gave the patterns why people from their country of origin migrated to Germany
and not to France for example. Various points were discussed, such as: xenophobia, racial
discrimination, ethnic diversity and the status of minorities. Some candidates also gave
examples from today and discussed similarities with what happened in the immediate post-
World War II decades.  The majority of the answers given were well structured and valid. (20)

6. This question was answered by a substantial majority of candidates. A good number of valid
answers were noticed. Various impacts were mentioned, such as:  that tourism puts pressure
on governments to upgrade tourists centres; policies implemented to address environmental
problems and pollution. Some students discussed also the social aspect of a specific aspect
of tourism (e.g. foreign students coming to Malta to study English and the way this impacts
the life of Maltese youths. Those candidates who focused only on one of the ‘impacts’ of
tourism only and kept beating around the bush obtained a low mark.

(20)

Section IV – Europeans and their Environment
7. Despite the familiarity of the topic in question, the majority of the candidates failed to provide

adequate examples of environmental disasters and to discuss at length the solutions needed
to safeguard our environment.  The points discussed were greatly repetitive and lacked to
demonstrate a good understanding of the topic.  As a result, only a small number of
candidates were able to obtain good marks for this question.

(20)
8. The majority of candidates failed to show sound knowledge of this topic as they were unable

to discuss in detail the basic characteristics which make Europe such a vast continent, for
example by making reference to its various physical and geographical features.  The answers
given were quite shallow and did not demonstrate a good insight into the topic.  As a result,
the marks obtained for this question were significantly low.

(20)

Section V – The Cultural Heritage
9. (a) This question was attempted by a small minority of candidates, who obtained a fair mark for

their effort.  Most of the candidates gave more emphasis on the Age of Discovery and made
marginal reference to the Age of Colonialism.  The most frequently mentioned points were
the causes which led to a surge of discovery and exploration of new lands in the 15th century
and the contribution of Christopher Columbus and Vasco da Gama to the period under
discussion. No mention was made to the rivalry between the European Powers of the time for
the conquest and colonization of new lands, or to the Spanish Conquistadores that became
synonymous with the early European colonization period. (10)

(b) When attempting this part of the question, the greater number of candidates mentioned
examples of new mineral resources and previously unknown food products introduced to
Europe from the New World and Asia, such as tobacco, cocoa, coffee, spices, tropical fruits
etc. Others made mentioned an increase in commerce resulting in a better standard of living
in Europe and the institutionalization of slavery in the colonial world and the sense of
superiority which Europeans saw themselves when interacting with the inhabitants of the
other continents. (10)

10. (a) Most candidates answered this part of the question correctly by mentioning the four types of
media included in the marking scheme, namely radio, television, newspapers and the
Internet. For each example mentioned these candidates gave a brief description of why these
are considered agents of the mass media.

(8)
(b) When answering this part of the question, most candidates were less successful in

presenting clear and convincing arguments about how the media contributes to democracy,
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pluralism and multiculturalism in contemporary society. When discussing democracy,
pluralism and multiculturalism, most candidates described the features of modern democracy
without linking it with how the agents of the mass media can influence public opinion and
government policies on a local, regional, national and international platform.  The part on
multiculturalism was given less importance by most of the candidates, denoting unclear ideas
on how the mass media may at times influence the level of acceptance or rejection of
multiculturalism in a given society.

(12)

Paper 2B

Section I – Power and People
Question Remarks Marks
1. (a) Good definitions of the phrase ‘Fundamental Human Rights’ were given by a good number of

candidates, with the majority of examples being ‘right to life’,
‘right to have a house’, and ‘right to free expression’. (2)

(b) Workers’ rights were mainly illustrated by ‘right to a salary or pay’.  Candidates associated
workers’ right with membership in trade unions. (4)

(c) The E.U. Convention on Fundamental Human Rights and Freedom was scarcely mentioned.
The European Court of Human rights in Strasbourg and the European Union Court of Justice
in Luxembourg were frequently interchanged, with the functions of one mentioned for the
functions of the other.  The E.U. Charter on Human rights (2000) was rarely mentioned.
Candidates were unsure of the distinction between the Council of Europe and the European
Union. (4)

(d) Points included in the paragraph writing were rarely based on European Studies content and
merely showed common, popular knowledge largely not connected with the European
Studies syllabus. (10)

2. (a) The phrase ‘sustainable welfare system’ was explained in terms of examples of social
benefits or social services such as children’s allowances and old age retirement pensions.

(4)
(b) Most candidates were able to identify six categories of people in need of social benefits, such

as: unemployed people, single mothers, people with special needs, families within the lowest
income category etc. (6)

(c) They gave superficial ideas on the meaning of sustainable welfare and examples of how the
challenges of sustainable welfare can be addressed were mentioned by the very few.

(10)

Section II – Economic Development and Changes
3 (a) Incorrect answers were mostly given to this part of the question. (2)

(b) Candidates failed to give valid answers to this question and to achieve good marks. (8)
(c) The number of marks obtained for this question was significantly low as candidates were

unable to provide a sound explanation on how European blocs are affecting the internal
market of the EU. (10)

4. (a) Candidates failed to demonstrate awareness of the Doha Development Agenda and an
understanding of its main aims. (4)

(b) Although the trading partners of the EU were identified by a few of the candidates, the
answers given regarding their aims show clearly that there is not enough awareness of the
topic.

(6)
(c) The candidates were unable to discuss deeply the benefits of EU trade and aid agreements

with non-EU countries and, therefore, failed to obtain good marks for this question.

(10)
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Section III – Demographic and Social Realities
5. (a) This question as a whole was less popular when compared to question 6. Definitions were

straight to the point although many found it difficult to explain (iv) ethnic diversity and (v)
ethnic violence. Although the question asked specifically for examples (from Europe) and the
definition, a good number gave either the definition or the example only. Also a number of
students gave lengthy answers for some and a two liner for others.

(12)
(b) The answers to this question were up to standard. Many students answering this question

were able to give at least 3 of the 4 causes that caused the immigration influx. Labour
shortages and government’s invitation to fill job vacancies were the most mentioned
explanations. (8)

6. (a) This question was one of the most answered question overall. Students had no trouble to
recall 5 tourists’ attractions in Europe and describing them. Many students gave a textbook
description but a lot of students gave their personal description to the places mentioned.
Ibiza for the nightlife and London for shopping were amongst the most mentioned tourists’
attractions. (10)

(b) Students were able to mention a number of negative effects. Many mentioned pollution and
the stress on the natural resources. Others mentioned the noise pollution and influence on
youths’ lives from English language students/tourists. Traffic and the need to use more land
for hotels were amongst the negative effects students identified.

(10)

Section IV – Europeans and their Environment
7. (a) A good number of candidates were able to identify two causes and two effects of acid rain

and obtain full marks when answering this question.  The exhaust from cars and pollution
from industries were commonly given as causes of acid rain while harm to wildlife and
monuments were frequently given as examples of the effect of acid rain on the environment. (8)

(b) Only two of the candidates who answered this question were able to give adequate
information on the topics listed and obtain good marks. (12)

8. (a) The majority of candidates were unable to describe Europe’s natural, physical and political
boundaries and to achieve good marks for answering this question. (10)

(b) Only one of the candidates managed to answer this question correctly and give a good
description of the different types of climates across Europe.  The answers given by the rest of
the candidates failed to distinguish between the different climates and to demonstrate
enough knowledge on the topic.

(10)

Section V – The Cultural Heritage
9. (a) Most candidates who attempted this question gave a fair definition and explanation of what

they meant by the Age of Discovery and Exploration, pointing in their answer the time when
Europeans embarked on sea-voyages to navigate around the coast of Africa and discover
the New World.

(4)

(b) Nearly all candidates answered the first part of the question correctly by mentioning one
European explorer, the most mentioned ones being Marco Polo, Christopher Columbus and
Vasco da Gama. When answering the second part of the question, most candidates gave
very shallow information with regards to the feats of discovery and contribution of the
explorer mentioned.

(6)

(c) The majority of candidates gave a fairly satisfactory answer to the question but failed to point
out the fact that the age of colonisation was a direct historical consequence of the age of
exploration and discovery. For this reason, most candidates acquired half the marks
allocated for this question.

(4)

(d) Most candidates gave two or three examples of why Europeans owned colonies in other
continents, namely the greed for land and resources; the desire to make their own country
stronger by building a colonial empire; the need to establish new trade links and routes. One
aspect which did not feature in their answer what that after the age of exploration and
discovery, it was only a matter of time when Europeans realized that the new discovered
lands could be easily occupied and conquered for their own benefit. (6)

10. (a) Most candidates answered this part of the question correctly and mentioned the four most
common types of media and obtained marks in full. (4)

(b) When answering this part of the question, some of the candidates gave satisfactory
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examples of how the mass media exert their influence on public opinion, the influence of
television programmes on many people; the influence of the social media and the social
networks; the circulation of newspapers and periodical magazines and the influence of the
radio on automobile drivers. Some candidates lost some of the marks when their answer was
too brief and lacked adequate explanation. (12)

(c) Most candidates gave a fairly satisfactory answer when they linked the media with the free
press, freedom of information, the opening up of private radio and television stations, the free
use of the internet and the contribution and use of the mass media on the political, social and
economic issues prevailing at the time and especially during electoral campaigns.

(4)

Chairperson
Examiners’ Panel 2017


