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Part 1: STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
 

1.1  The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Environmental Studies was 1061, 

which is 71 candidates less than in 2017. This confirms a trend of decreasing candidate 

registrations for this subject. Of these registrations, 805 opted for Paper IIA and 256 opted for 

Paper IIB.  

 

1.2 Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2018 session of the examination: 

 
GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 32 81 166 237 122 - - 153 14 805 

PAPER B - - - 30 41 51 39 80 15 256 

TOTAL 32 81 166 267 163 51 39 233 29 1061 

% OF TOTAL 3.0 7.6 15.6 25.2 15.4 4.8 3.7 22.0 2.7 100.0 

 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Environmental Studies May 2018 session of the examination. 

 

 

Part 2: GENERAL REMARKS 
The examiners moderated a total of 291 projects in 8 state and church schools. In addition 4 

projects submitted by private candidates were corrected, and private candidates were called for 

an interview. 

 

The following remarks reflect comments made by the moderators: 

 

1. Projects were well planned, providing table of content, a division into chapters, illustrations 

with captions, and a bibliography. 

2. Some projects still lack captions for pictures, references, and graphs. 

3. A number of projects did not have the title clearly indicated on the front page. Candidates 

should be clearly instructed to produce a standard title page including name and surname of 

candidate, ID number and Index number, school and class plus the title of the project. 

4. Candidates should be encouraged to conduct research on the field and at the sites. 

5. The marking scheme should be attached to the project, duly filled in by the teacher. This is 

available on the MATSEC website. 

6. Some candidates produced questionnaires to support their research. However, questionnaires 

and interviews should not be limited to just a couple of persons, if candidates wish to analyse 

their results and arrive at valid conclusions. The number of interviews and questionnaires that 

need to be conducted varies according to the project title and aims of the project. 
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2.1 Environmental Studies May 2018 Examination: General Remarks  

 

1. Some candidates still lack understanding of terms and concepts while others seem to be 

unaware of some topics in the syllabus. 

2. Many candidates opted to alternate between English and Maltese when answering the 

questions. However, there seems to be a reducing trend compared to previous years. 

3. Several candidates were unable to express themselves coherently whether in English or in 

Maltese.  

4. A few candidates still do not follow the rubric of Paper II, resulting in the loss of marks and 

an overall poor performance.  

5. Some candidates did not write the number of the questions answered in the space provided 

on the front page of the scripts. 

6. Some option 2A candidates could produce a well-structured argument and appropriately 

written answers. This was not the case in most option 2B scripts. 

7. Option 2B candidates often produced one word answers or phrases rendering their answers 

vague and/or incomprehensible. 

8. In Paper 1 Section B, it has become a trend that candidates perform very badly in question 

1 of this section.  

 

 

Part 3: COMMENTS ON PAPER I and PAPER II 
 

3.1  PAPER I 

Section A 

Note: Average Marks obtained per question, categorized for Option A and Option B, are shown 

below. 

Question 1: 

Option A: 2.4/4 

Option B: 1.3/4 

 

There were a few candidates who produced an acceptable definition of sedimentary rocks 

and (b) metamorphic rocks. However, there were quite a few others who confused the two 

or produced partial defintions. There were cadidates who did not explain the origins of such 

rocks or were vague in their explanation, e.g. ‘a type of rock which is compressed’; ‘in 

Malta we have five types of sedimentary rocks forming layers’. Many failed to adequately 

refer to the various processes involved. 

Question 2: 

Option A: 2.9/4 

Option B: 2.3/4 

 

a) Most candidates indicated correctly that carbon dioxide is the principal gas, produced by 

human activity, which is rapidly increasing in the atmosphere and is largely responsible 

for global warming. 

b) When having to identiy three processes, generted by humans, which account for the  

input of this gas into the atmosphere, most gave a one-word answer, e.g. transport, 

traffic, waste disposal, power stations. Others tended to supply examples of similar 

processes. 
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Question 3: 

Option A: 0.9/2 

Option B: 0.5/2 

 

Regarding two principal characteristics of the Mediterranean climate, a good number of 

candidates noted that mild wet winters and warm dry summers characterise this climate. 

However, many just noted that it is characterised by many hot months and some cold months. 

There were others who referred to temperature ranges e.g. between 20o and 400C, or high 

humidity. These poor answers contributed to a very low average score for this simple recall 

question. 

Question 4: 

Option A: 1.3/4 

Option B: 0.7/4 

 

a) Candidates had to indicate an area in Malta which is prone to flooding. Most candidates 

mentioned  Msida, Marsa or Valley Road area in Birkirkara. A few mentioned Birzebbuga 

and Marsascala and some referred to Masalforn and Xlendi. 

b) Regarding three factors that contribute to localised flooding in Malta, many candidates 

seem to have found it difficult to explain clearly, particularly when referring to road 

maintenance. There were some who referred to sealing of porous surfaces as a result of 

urbanisation, misguided construction of roadways, building near valleys, and lack of 

maintenance of road culverts. There were many who seem to have ignored the question 

and referred to deforestation, climate change, or land formation. Only a couple of 

candidates mentioned neglect of enforcement of building legislation requiring domestic 

houses to have underground water cisterns to harvest rain water. 

Question 5: 

Option A: 1.7/4 

Option B: 1.0/4 

 

a) Regarding effects that bad sanitary conditions in 19th century Malta had on the general 

health of the Maltese, a good number of candidates referred to the outbreaks of plague 

and cholera, lack of sanitary facilities and lack of personal hygiene. There were many 

who stated that there were many health problems without identifying any. Many just 

stated that bad sanitary conditions caused the spread of various infectious diseases. 

b) Regarding two ways how the British Colonial authorities and the Maltese Governments 

addressed the shortage in housing after the Second World War, few candidates referred 

specifically to the Reconstruction Programme of demolished buildings as a result of air 

raids or the setting up of a Housing Department to build housing units (blocks of flats) 

for working class families. Some were simply vague, stating that more houses were built 

or that financial aid was given to the Maltese people. A few others noted that schools, 

shelters and hospitals were used to provide shelter for homeless families. Others 

mentioned emigration, the Manderaggio (without specifying its renconstruction), the 

building of Santa Lucija and encouraging workers to find employment in the construction 

industry. 

Question 6: 

Option A: 0.8/3 

Option B: 0.4/3 

 

a) Regarding the contribution of Canon Paolo Pullicino in the development of elementary 

education, most candidates stated that he did a lot to improve the state of education and 

schooling in Malta. Most candidates referred to the setting up of a Model School for the 

training of teachers, his visits to various European countries to explore their education 

systems and the building of schools. Many could not specify any aspects of his work. 



EXAMINERS’ REPORT: SEC ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES (MAIN SESSION 2018) 

  

 

Page 4 of 12 

 

b) Regarding what the Education Acts of 1924 qnd 1946 state about the school age, 

candidates were expected to note that both stipulated that elementary schooling was 

compulsory for children between the age of 5 and 11. Few candidates gave the correct 

answer. Some explain what the Acts stated regarding compulsory attendance without 

referring to the schooloing age or else confused it with later developments. 
 

Question 7: 

Option A: 1.7/4 

Option B: 1.0/4 

 
a) Most candidates gave correct answers. Answers such as ‘church’ ‘chapel’ or ‘old houses’ 

were considered incorrect. 

b) Most candidates failed to answer this question correctly since they failed to link 

characteristics of modern constructions with the social changes experienced by Maltese 

society in the second half of the twentieth century. For example, most candidates gave 

as an answers: the building of apartments/flats instead of villas and terraced houses but 

then they did not give a social reason why there has been a trend to build apartments 

instead of terraced houses; or the use of bricks and concrete instead of limestone. No 

candidates made any mention of the use of lifts in apartments to make housing 

accessible to people with special needs or to the aging population. 

Question 8: 

Option A: 1.0/2 

Option B: 0.5/2 

 

Most candidates answered the question correctly by linking the Parthenon with Greek 

civilisation, while a small number of candidates wrongly attributed it to Roman civilisation. 

The Alhambra was answered correctly by a very small number of candidates when they 

mentioned ‘Moors’ or ‘Arabs of Spain’ in their answer.  The majority of candidates gave an 

inaccurate answer, such as: ‘Arabs’, ‘Turks’ or ‘Romans’. The latter was the case in the 

majority of answers in option 2B. 

Question 9: 

Option A: 1.7/4 

Option B: 1.0/4 

 

a) Most candidates gave some vague idea of what eco-tourism means when they linked it 

to the awareness shown by tourists to the natural environment. Some candidates 

correctly linked eco-tourism with awareness of how tourists can enjoy their stay without 

leaving a negative impact on the natural environment. 

b) Most candidates gave at least one concrete and relevant example of how they can 

reduce their impact on the country they are visiting. A substantial number gave two 

correct answers. The most common examples mentioned were: to refrain from using a 

lot of water when taking showers in hotels; to choose eco-friendly hotels; to use public 

transport or hire bicycles instead of hiring a private car. Responses such as: by not 

littering; by using bring-in-sties or by not doing acts of vandalism were considered 

incorrect. 

Question 10: 

Option A: 2.1/3 

Option B: 1.9/3 

 

The majority of candidates gave two or three correct responses to why people nowadays 

prefer to buy from supermarkets rather than from small grocery shops. The most common 

answers were: supermarkets are convenient because they offer a wider variety of brands 

and goods; they have parking facilities; they open for longer and more convenient hours, 
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including Sundays and public holidays; they often serve as a one-stop shop. Answers which 

were very similar – e.g. ‘they offered a variety of goods’ and ‘customers could choose from 

different brands’, were considered to be the same. 

 

The achievement of candidates sitting option 2A and 2B was rather similar. 

 

Question 11: 

Option A: 1.8/3 

Option B: 1.5/3 

 

Most candidates managed to give, up to two correct examples of responsibilities of Maltese 

local councils. Some of the most common responses were: they address the concerns of the 

residents to the relevant authorities; they organize social events for the residents; they 

take care of playing fields and public gardens in their locality; they regulate the collection of 

refuse; they provide a bulk-refuse collection service. Vague and generic responses, such as: 

they take care of the residents; they take care of their locality were considered incorrect. 

 

The achievement of candidates sitting option 2A and 2B was rather similar. 

 

Question 12: 

Option A: 1.7/3 

Option B: 1.0/3 

 

The majority of candidates gave a satisfactory explanation of the term ‘freedom of 

expression’ and a correct example associated with that freedom, such as: the right to vote 

freely; the right to write in newspapers; the right to join a trade union. Candidates were 

further rewarded when they stated that the absence of freedom of expression may lead to 

non-democratic or a dictatorial society. 

 

Section B  

 

Question 1:                                     Text on biodiversity 

 

Option A: 11.9/25 

Option B: 7.5/25 

 

a) A good number of candidates managed to give a fairly good definition of ecosystem, 

though sometimes brief. Some sought to explain the term by referring to flora and fauna 

of a particular environment and their interacion with their habitat. Quite a few mentioned 

biotic and abiotic factors while others referred to the interdependence of biological 

organisms and the natural environment in which they live. However, there were some 

who had no idea whatsoever of the meaning of the term. 

 

b) Regarding one process that can damage an ecosystem, most candidates referred to 

pollution, deforestation and volcanic eruptions. There were some who listed the 

importation of alien species. Others included construction and the encroachment on 

agricultural land, urbanisation, changes in climate/global warming, dumping of 

hazardous waste in the countryside, off-roading, and use of fossil fuel. 

 

c) A good number of candidates defined biodiversity as a variety of different species living 

in a particular place. Many, however, simply referred to different species living together. 

There were quite a few who referred to flora and fauna throughout the world, different 
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races, or a lot of species in an ecosystem. Some answers indicate that a certain amount 

of candidates do not know what biodiversity means. 

 

d) Candidates had to identify two activities that can reduce biodiversity. There were quite a 

few who referred to the use of pesticides, excessive hunting and fishing, deforestation 

and global warming. Very few referred to habitat change by human agencies or the 

appropriation of food and other resources needed by particular species. Some referred to 

the introduction of alien species in a particular area, sea pollution with plastic and waste. 

Others do not know what “reduce” implies. 

 

e) On three ways by which we can preserve biodiversity, most correct answers included the 

establishment of natural parks, the elimination of pollution, the introduction of laws to 

control hunting and fishing and the protection of native species. However, it seems that 

quite a few candidates were unable to identify three good ways by which biodiversity 

could be maintained. Many were rather vague (e.g., taking care of the environment, not 

harming animals, not killing birds, etc.) or somehow tied their answer with that for the 

previous question. 

 

f) When asked to name two nature parks in the Maltese Islands, most candidates included 

the Għadira Nature Reserve, the Park tal-Majjistral and Simar. Others were totally wrong 

and tended to invent names or included names of places such as Ta’ Qali, Buskett, the 

President’s Palace or of NGOs such as BirdLife Malta. 

 

g) Most candidates identified correctly the four historical goods/assets referred to in the 

extract. However, there were some candidates who failed to identify them all, or else 

gave a list of different sites in Malta. 

 

h) Though some candidates defined manuscripts and archives correctly, there were many 

who clearly indicated that they did not know the meaning of these terms as referred to 

in the extract: many defined manuscripts as papers on which music scores are written 

and archives as records or underground passages. 

 

i) Candidates found it rather difficult to explain why the author of the extract links the 

preservation of historical heritage with the tourist industry. Most candidates argued that 

Malta’s historical sites are the main attraction for tourists coming to Malta. There were a 

few who pointed out that if we do not take care of our historical heritage, tourism would 

die. Some referred to the fact that tourists pay fees to visit such sites and that this is 

good for Malta’s economy. In general candidates tended to focus on cultural aspects and 

to ignore the connection with the economic aspect of tourism. 

 

j) Candidates had to explain what “housing estates” are and why they were built in various 

localities in Malta and Gozo during the last five decades. Most candidates attempted to 

explain what housing estates are, even though their definitions were sometimes off the 

mark. Many failed to explain why they were built, or else produced wrong answers or 

ignored this part of the question completely. Regarding housing estates, some defined 

them simply as houses built near each other, as ‘a lot of houses’ or ‘government-owned 

buildings’. As regard to why they were built, only a few indicated that Maltese 

Governments sought to reduce the shortages in housing during the post-war decades. 

There were some who explained that such estates were built to provide housing for the 

poor, to provide new residential areas because of the increase of the population, to 

provide residential areas and hotels for tourists. 

 

k) Few candidates could write with clarity any extended argument to indicate the negative 

effects of vacant dwellings on the natural environment. Many just wrote about vacant 

dwellings becoming an eyesore or a dangerous site, or a place infested by rodents. A few 

did hint that while vacant dwellings are not being reused, developers are encroaching on 
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the countryside to construct new residential housing thus continuously reducing the 

natural environment. 
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Question 2:                                         Text on tourism 

 

Option A: 15.1/25 

Option B: 10.8/25 

 
a) About half the candidates failed to give the correct dates, i.e. (1800-1964). The most 

common incorrect response was: (1813-1974).  
 

b) Most candidates answered the question by quoting part of the extract: ‘soldiers and 
sailors came to the island to do their garrison service or stopped for some time while in 
transit to other parts of the world’.  A small number of candidates gave correct answers 
but without quoting from the extract, such as: because Malta was a naval base in the 
British Empire; because during the British Period Malta was involved in wars such as the 
Crimean War and the Two World Wars.  

 
c) Most candidates answered correctly by linking the term ‘quarantine’ with the number of 

days which foreigners arriving in Malta had to undergo at Lazzaretto as a safeguard 
against infectious diseases spreading among the local population. However, there were a 
small number of candidates who gave irrelevant and wrong responses, such as: ‘forty 
days’.  

 
d) The majority of candidates answered this question correctly by stating that mass tourism 

in Malta started in the 20th century. However, when attempted, the second part of the 
question, proved more difficult. Most candidates gave an incorrect response.  

 
e) Most candidates in their responses mentioned the construction of a better road network; 

the extension of water, drainage and communication services to tourist resort sites; the 
upgrading of historical sites and museums, the construction of accommodation and 
leisure facilities – i.e. hotels, restaurants, casinos, holiday apartments etc.).  

 
f) Most candidates answered this question correctly by mentioning that Strait Street was 

very popular with foreign soldiers and sailors because of a significant number of bars and 
the opportunity to enjoy the company of women.  

 
g) Almost the totality of candidates obtained marks allocated to this question. The most 

common responses being: the megalithic temples, St John’s Co-Cathedral, the 
Hypugeum, Għar Dalam, Valletta, Mdina, etc. Vague responses such as: temples, 
museums, churches, chapels, fortifications were considered incorrect.  

 
h) Most candidates mentioned correctly that the tourism sector fall under the tertiary 

sector. There were however some responses that included tourism within the quaternary 
sector. A substantial number of candidates failed to give two correct examples of jobs 
related with tourism. Examples of the commonest correct responses were: hotel 
receptionist, hotel manager, chef, tourist guide, flight attendant, pilot, waiter, taxi 
driver. On the other hand, some of the commonest incorrect responses were: bus driver, 
teacher, nurse, carpenter, and mechanic. 

 
i) Most candidates managed to obtain the marks allocated to this question by mentioning 

the following elements of culture: historical heritage; language; customs; values; 
traditional cuisine, religious beliefs etc. However, a substantial number of candidates 
gave one or two incorrect responses, confusing culture with national identity, such as: 
the national flag, the national anthem. Some candidates mentioned three examples that 
fall within one aspect of culture: e.g. customs, traditions, feasts.  

 
j) Most candidates answered this question correctly, but when the definition of the term 

‘values’ was vague or insufficiently brief, or when one of the examples given was 
irrelevant to the term (e.g. food, fashion, education), marks were lost.  
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k) The most common correct responses were: the adoption of the euro by Malta in 2008; 

the Schengen Agreement eased travel, many European Union citizens became more 
aware and acquainted with Malta; the EU Regional Development Fund provided Malta 
with funds to upgrade its infrastructure, road networks and historical sites; the E111 
health card encouraged more European citizens to visit Malta. However, there were a 
small number of candidates who misunderstood the question and gave incorrect answers 
such as: many job opportunities were opened to the Maltese; pharmaceutical and 
gaming industries opened their business in Malta; V18 attracted more tourists to visit 
Malta. 

 
 
 
 

3.2 PAPER IIA and PAPER IIB 
 

Note: The Average Marks obtained per question, categorized for Option A and Option B, are 

shown below. All marks are out of 20 marks. 

 

Section A: The World – Our Home 

 Managment of Resources 

Question 1: 

Option A: 12.2 / 20 

Option B: 9.2 / 20 

 

Option 2A answers provided to the first section of this question (a) were generally weak, with 

candidates only having a basic knowledge of the plate tectonic theory, different plate margins 

and some Mediterranean region volcanoes. A sizeable portion of candidates did not relate their 

knowledge to the question asked. Candidates fared much better in the second part of this 

question (b) and provided a good knowledge on the advantages and disadvantages of volcanoes 

on humanity. 

Option 2B answers to this question were generally weak with candidates only having a very 

basic understanding of the dynamics causing earthquake and volcanic activity. In the second 

part of the question (b) most candidates were capable of identifying one or more active 

volcanoes in the Mediterranean region. Many could not name a dormant volcano in the 

Mediterranean region and confused the term ‘dormant’ with ‘extinct’. 

Question 2: 

Option A: 12.6 / 20 

Option B: 8.9 / 20 

 

Option 2A candidates fared well in the first part ofquestion (a) with most providing some in-

depth knowledge on the importance and function of rubble walls vis-à-vis the Maltese 

environment. On the other hand, the second part of the question (b) brought to the fore the 

candidates’ poor knowledge on aspects relating to crop rotation. Most were able to provide a 

basic description of crop rotation, but answers lacked detail. 

Option 2B candidates generally fared well in this question but lost marks because of brief, 

sketchy answers which failed to elaborate further upon the presented content.  
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Section B: Human Population 

 Human Communities 

Question 3: 

Option A: 9.5 / 20 

Option B: 6.4 / 20 

 

Option 2A candidates who answered this question provided a basic understanding and 

awareness on local health development and related infrastructure. The marks allotted to this 

question were wide-ranging and a sizeable number of candidates ventured beyond the 

question-imposed timeframe for the past two centuries and dealt with Knights’ period health-

related dynamics. Some ventured as far back as Prehistory. A number of answers elaborated on 

the importance of Mater Dei hospital to modern healthcare. 

Option 2B candidates answering this question only provided a basic understanding and 

awareness on local health development and related infrastructure. Most candidates could name 

several illnesses afflicting the Maltese community during the past two centuries but could not 

elaborate further. The same applies to hospital construction and development. Most could 

mention a few hospitals by name but could not comment further. 

Question 4: 

Option A: 10.5 / 20 

Option B: 8.6 / 20 

 

Many Option 2A and 2B candidates opted to answer this question. The vast majority of 

candidates focused more on Prehistoric architectural heritage than on Roman architecture in 

Malta. A majority of candidates incorrectly referred to Ghar Dalam as an example of such 

heritage. The candidates referred mainly to the Hagar Qim, Ggantija, Tarxien Temples and the 

Hal Saflieni hypogeum as examples of this type of architecture. They mentioned the symbolism 

of spiral motifs, the Tree of life at the Hypogeum, the fat lady, the dolmen and menhir 

structures and the form of some of the temples as similar to the anatomical form of the fat 

‘Maltese’ lady.  

When the candidates referred to Roman architecture in Malta they referred to the Domus 

Romana and the Roman baths. As regards the Domus, emphasis was made on the use of 

colonnades in the classical Greek style and the mosaics. As regards the baths, candidates 

described the system of water circulation in baths in ancient Rome rather than in Malta.  

There was similarity in the answers provided by candidates sitting both 2A and 2B. The only 

difference being the depth and length of the reply. Option 2B replies can at times be confused 
and steer out-of-point. 
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Section C: Work and Leisure 

 Managing a Nation 

Question 5: 

Option A: 10.1 / 20 

Option B: 7.2 / 20 

 

This was a very popular question tackled by candidates. 

Most candidates looked at this question from a historical perspective referring to working 

conditions in England during the industrial revolution with a shift of workers and their families 

from rural to urban areas in England and to the structure of the Maltese ‘farmer’ families with 

all family members engaged in agricultural labour.  

Candidates focused on safety issues at work and trade union collective agreements as regards 

the improvement of working conditions.  

As regards lifestyle, candidates mentioned the increase in supermarkets gradually replacing 

grocery shops. They also referred to the increase of female labour mentioning childcare 

facilities. Most candidates referred also to people working overtime with the adverse effect on 

family life but at the same time mentioned the increase in leisure/entertainment time. Some 

candidates lamented the demise of the slow pace of life in rural Malta. 

Paper 2B candidates had very concise answers, which resulted in a loss of marks due to lack of 

depth. 

 

Question 6: 

Option A: 9.2 / 20 

Option B: 8.1 / 20 

 

Many candidates opted to answer this question but most of them confused the roles of the 

European parliament, the European Commission and the European Council of Ministers. Some 

even included the Council of Europe. 

Most candidates showed that they do not have a clear idea of the operation of the different 

structures within the EU. Candidates mentioned Malta’s representatives in the European 

parliament.  

Some Option 2A candidates went as far as to describe the origins of the EU. Others mentioned 

the increase in tourism since the country joining the EU. 
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Part 4: CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
 

1. The examiners note that candidates need training to approach the principles and contents 

of Environmental Studies in a holistic manner and to ensure that they are familiar with and 

understand the terminology, concepts and processes particularly emphasised in the 

syllabus. 

2. Candidates are to be encouraged to look at the environment in a more comprehensive and 

mature way so as to be able to demonstate sufficient knowledge and understanding; to 

make judgements, and to produce analytical, reflective and critical comments on 

environmental facts, processes and issues. 

3. When working on their projects, candidates need to focus on the themes they choose and 

do reseach based on literature, observations and surveys so as to be able to formulate 

intelligent conclusions and suggestions aimed at ensuring a greater awareness of the 

environment and environmental issues. 

4. It is important that when it comes to the examination papers, candidates read the 

instructions and questions carefully and take note of the marks allotted to each question.  

5. It is essential that candidates are familiar with the aims and objectives as well as the 

contents of the syllabus. 
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Examiners Panel 2018 
 


