
 

  

Examiners’ Report 
Advanced German 
 

First Session 2019  

MATSEC 
Examinations Board 



Examiners’ Report (2019): AM German 

Page 1 of 3 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION ................................................................................................................... 2 

B. GENERAL REMARKS ................................................................................................................................ 2 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I, PAPER II AND PAPER III .................................................................................. 2 

Paper I ............................................................................................................................................................. 2 

Paper II ............................................................................................................................................................ 3 

Paper III ........................................................................................................................................................... 3 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS ..................................................................................................................... 3 

 

  



Examiners’ Report (2019): AM German 

Page 2 of 3 
 

A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
 

The total number of candidates who registered to sit for German was 21, which is 14 candidates less than in 

2018. The examination consists of three papers (I-III) and an oral component. One candidate was absent for 

all papers of the examination. A marking scheme was used for all sections of the papers.  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2019 session of the examination 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER OF CANDIDATES 3 4 4 4 2 3 1 21 

% OF TOTAL 14.3 19 19 19 9.5 14.3 4.8 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for German 2019 First Session  

B. GENERAL REMARKS 
 

52% of the pupils achieved a grade between A and C. This percentage is lower than the previous years’ implying the 

level of German attained by the candidates this year is lower than the usual level reached. The following is an 

assessment of the overall performance in the different sections of the written examination. 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I, PAPER II AND PAPER III 

Paper I 

 
Paper I consists of two parts, Essay and Communicative Writing. This section requires skills in free writing. 

The essay titles allow for a wide range of topics, and the types of essay recurring in each exam (descriptive, 

narrative and argumentative) can be practiced. In this session, nearly ALL the candidates opted for Question 

2, which was an argumentative type of essay. In this essay the candidates had to discuss, whether modern 

technology is making us lead a lazy lifestyle. Question 1, which was also argumentative and dealt with 

whether work alone makes one happy, was only chosen by one candidate. Therefore, although one can note 

a preference to the argumentative type of essay, the topic in question 2 was far more appealing to the 

candidates than that of Question 1. Question 4, a narrative essay was chosen by two candidates, while the 

rest of the questions were chosen by ONE candidate only. It is interesting to note that although in one of the 

descriptive essays the candidates had to describe their favourite weekend club, only one candidate chose 

this essay.  

In part II 7 candidates chose to write an article, while 13 candidates chose to write their opinion about a 

particular question. Marks were lost when the candidates did not tackle all the points listed in the question 

and for grammatical mistakes. Some candidates failed also to write in a letter-format or failed to use the 

proper greetings and endings, where applicable. 

In general markers noted a lack of vocabulary, besides the fact that some candidates have the habit of 

literally translating sentences from Maltese and/or English into German. The grammatical mistakes in 

sentence structure were quite common, as well as orthographical mistakes such as not capitalizing nouns 

and missing commas in front of subordinate conjunctions – mistakes which should not be present at this 

level.  
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Paper II 
 

Paper II also consists of two parts, Listening Comprehension and Reading Comprehension.  

In general, the performance in the listening part was satisfactory. The performance in the Reading 

Comprehension was in general rather weak, the worst being Section A. Once again students found difficulty 

in re-writing sentences in other words and in providing the opposite to a given word. Part 2 Section B 

(answering questions) was tackled better, however pupils not always paraphrased their answers. Candidates 

should be encouraged to use their own words in their answers as much as possible and to produce 

grammatically correct sentences. In the grammar section (Part 2 Section C) 65% of the candidates achieved 

good marks for this section. The rest of the candidates obtained very low marks. This shows that these 

candidates have not yet mastered the basic grammatical principles. The last section requiring a summary of 

the whole text was tackled quite well by most of the pupils. 

Paper III 
 

Paper III is designed to test knowledge on Landeskunde i.e culture of Germany, Austria and Switzerland and 

on Literatur. In part I questions are set on the geographical aspects of Germany, Austria and Switzerland, 

feasts and traditions in Germany, modern history of Germany and German-speaking personalities. In part II 

questions on the literature texts listed in the syllabus are set. For this paper, preparation according to the 

syllabus is essential in leading to good and very good results Unfortunately in this part of the exam, 

candidates are writing generic paragraphs which are not relevant to the task, thus attaining either no or very 

low marks. In the section on literature, most candidates chose the text “Ich fühl mich so fifty-fifty” by Karin 

König, while a few candidates chose “Drei Männer im Schnee” by Erich Kästner. One candidate chose to 

answer questions on “Fast ein bisschen Frühling” by Alex Capus, while no one chose the book “Maya und 

Domenico” by Susanne Wittpennig. This shows that the candidates have not mastered the skills to discuss 

the plot and/or the characters of a longer text in German. The board is of the opinion that literary skills 

should be improved upon.   

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
 

The examiners note that the performance of the candidates in this session was in general rather weak 

compared to the previous years. The examiners feel the necessity to stress that overall, candidates need to 

be better prepared and have more exposure to the language in order to achieve better results.  

 

Chairperson 
Examiners’ Panel 2019  


