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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Environmental Studies was 225. Of these 

registrations, 73 opted for Paper IIA and 152 opted for Paper IIB.  

 

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Special September 2020 session of the examination. 

 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 5 2 8 4 13 - - 37 4 73 

PAPER B - - - 6 4 23 16 82 21 152 

TOTAL 5 2 8 10 17 23 16 119 25 225 

% OF TOTAL 2.2 0.9 3.6 4.4 7.6 10.2 7.1 52.9 11.1 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for SEC Environmental Studies, Special September Session 2020 

B. GENERAL REMARKS   
a) Many answers showed a lack of understanding of basic terms and concepts. 

b) Several candidates were unable to express themselves coherently whether in English or in Maltese. 

c) Some candidates opted to alternate between English and Maltese when answering the questions.  

d) Several candidates especially in Paper 2B, do not follow the rubric of Paper II, resulting in the loss of 

marks and an overall poor performance. 

e) Some candidates did not write the number of the answered questions in the space provided on the 

front page of the scripts. 

f) Some option 2A candidates could produce a well-structured argument and appropriately written 

answers. This was not the case in most option 2B scripts. Several candidates especially in Paper 2B, 

are still not capable of writing a good, structured essay, resulting in the loss of marks and an overall 

poor performance. 

g) Option 2B candidates often produced one-word answers or phrases rendering their answers vague 

or incomprehensible. 

h) In Paper 1 Section A, candidates performed very poorly in questions 7-12 of this section. It seems 

that candidates fared much better in the Geography section rather than the History and Social 

Studies component of the subject. 

i) A common denominator amongst Paper B candidates was the large amount of questions that they 

did not attempt to answer.  
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Paper 1  

 Section A  

Question 1  

a) While some candidates fared well in this question and correctly recognised the features labelled 

‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’, most of the Paper 2B candidates did not recognise these three coastal features. 

b) Most candidates only provided ‘erosion’ as a generic answer to this question without specifying 

further the process leading to the formation of these coastal features. In most instances, there was 

no reference to hydraulic action, abrasion and the exploitation or widening of joints. The most 

common acceptable answer was ‘erosion by waves.’  

Question 2  

Most Paper 2A candidates fared well in parts ‘a’ and ‘b’ of this question. It is noted that in general 

candidates are not offering in depth well-structured answers on the topic of sustainability.  

Students who opted for paper 2B, failed to correctly answer part ‘a’ of this question and in numerous 

cases, they did not provide an answer. On the other hand, the majority gave correct answers for part ‘b’.  

Question 3  

This question proved to be quite difficult and the majority could not distinguish the difference between 

‘biotic’ and ‘abiotic’. Most responses failed to explain the interrelationship between ‘biotic’ and ‘abiotic’ 

and simply defined these two terms.  

Question 4  

a) Most candidates correctly matched features ‘A’ to ‘D’ with the provided terms.  

b) Most candidates provided a correct brief explanation, detailing the formation of a perched aquifer. 

However, some responses confused the perched aquifer with the mean-sea-level aquifer. Although, 

Most Paper 2B candidates fared well in part ‘a’, the majority failed to explain properly the 

formation of the perched aquifer and in most instances, no answer was provided.  

Question 5  

Candidates fared quite poorly in this question with many not answering. Some candidates did succeed in 

providing ONE factor, which influenced population growth. Nevertheless, most often, answers were vague 

and unclear. 

Question 6  

a) Most responses provided an acceptable definition for ‘lost village’.  

b) Most responses provided a correct answer to this question. However, there were some instances 

where answers to questions (a) and (b) were overlapping in content. Only a few candidates who 

opted for paper 2B managed to explain one reason for the existence of lost villages in Late 
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Medieval Malta. Numerous candidates left this question unanswered. The overall level was very 

poor with most candidates choosing to give one-word answers or mentioning a few points taken 

from the exam paper itself.  

Question 7  

Some Paper A candidates fared quite well in question (a). The most common answer was that the train 

worked on rails and coal while the tram used rails and electric cables. In question (b) candidates also fared 

well providing valid reasons as to why these two forms of transport were terminated. The most common 

reason mentioned was financial losses and competition from the route buses. Valid answers also 

mentioned the fact that the competition from public buses drove them to bankruptcy. Meanwhile, most 

Paper B candidates were not aware of the differences.  

Question 8  

Most answered this by giving very vague answers or rewording the question. The most common 

explanations mentioned were the Keenan report and the Language Question.  

Question 9   

Many answered incorrectly claiming that one was of one country and the other involving two or more 

countries. It is evident that candidates found this question very hard. Very few knew what a fortress 

economy was. Many candidates provided irrelevant answers such as people who speak the same language 

or people who speak a different language.  

Question 10   

Most candidates gave incorrect answers to both questions (a) and (b). The term social partners was 

misunderstood, especially among Paper B candidates. The most common incorrect definition of social 

partners was, colleagues at the same place of work. No reference was made to employees, employers, 

trade unions and the government. Most candidates incorrectly stated that social partners at the place of 

work need to develop positive work ethics to have a healthy working environment.  

Question 11  

Quite a number of candidates fared well in this question. Many were aware of the role played by local 

councils in Malta. Common answers included the upkeep of roads and playgrounds, the cleaning of roads 

and the issuing of permits. Some candidates offered vague or generic answers.  

Question 12  

Very few responses managed to explain why the European Parliament is the most democratic institution 

within the EU. Most candidates gave vague, generic, or unclear answers. Others only briefly explained what 

a democracy is. The most common correct response was that the EU Parliament is composed of MEPs who 

are democratically elected through a free vote by EU citizens. 
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 Section B 

Question 1  

a. Most candidates provided a correct answer to this question. Common answers included, soil 

as a natural resource, soil as a habitat, or soil takes a long time to form.  

b. Most candidates provided an acceptable labelled diagram showing how field terracing 

reduces soil loss. However, most did not indicate that when it rains, water seeps through 

the cracks of the rubble walls, leaving the soil in place.  

c. Most candidates correctly mentioned one correct natural cause and one correct human-

induced cause of soil erosion.  

d. Most candidates correctly provided acceptable answers to this question.  

e. Parts i & ii: a substantial number of candidates found it difficult to sketch a diagram showing 

a typical soil profile. Many of those who did provide some sort of sketch could not 

adequately label it.  

f. Most answers did mention a common soil type found in Malta. However, many could not 

give a brief description of its characteristics. All candidates referred to the ‘traditional’ soil 

classification scheme. 

g. Part i: Almost all candidates mentioned one local megalithic temple. However, some 

responses erroneously provided the Saflieni Hypogeum as an example. A sizeable portion of 

candidates struggled in providing the mention of one medieval Maltese site. Some 

candidates repeatedly associated St Paul’s Catacombs and the Roman Domus with medieval 

sites.  

Part ii: Most candidates misunderstood and answered this question wrongly. By ‘mention 

and briefly describe the technique used by the temple people to construct a roof over the 

temples’, most understood this to mean the way by which megaliths were transported and 

lifted in place. Very few candidates obtained full marks by referring to the system of 

corbelling which enabled temple builders to have a smaller ceiling to the roof.  

h. Most candidates succeeded in providing a reasonable description of Heritage Malta’s role in 

the conservation and restoration of Malta’s built heritage. The majority of candidates who 

opted for paper 2B, only made reference to conservation and restoration processes as 

Heritage Malta’s roles, failing to elaborate further that as a governmental agency it provides 

access, tours, awareness and educational programs to visitors. In this case, only part of the 

overall grade was rewarded to the candidates.  
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i. A fair number of candidates fared well in this question. However, there was a marked 

difference in the level of detail between Paper A and Paper B candidates. 

Question 2 

a. While some candidates managed to copy ‘LA CITTAVECHIA’ correctly from the text, a good 

number of others gave incorrect answers. The most incorrect responses were Melita and 

Medina.  

b. Many candidates did not correctly identify between a primary and secondary source of 

information. When they did, a valid reason was not provided. The most common 

explanation given for the primary source was that it was an old painting; for the secondary 

source was that it was recently written, and a few quoted the year 1994 from the caption. 

c. Most candidates answered this question correctly.  

d. The majority of candidates correctly mentioned the required reasons but did not provide a 

brief explanation as required by the question. The most common correct explanation was 

that the Knights wanted a fortified town close to the sea because of their galleys. 

e. The relative majority of candidates gave a correct or partially correct answer. The most 

common responses were that the Maltese felt more secure to live near the Grand Harbour 

and close to the Knights’ fortifications and that Mdina lost its importance when it was 

replaced by Valletta as the new capital city. 

f. Around half the candidates gave a correct answer to this question, although some simply 

mentioned examples without further elaboration. The most common correct examples 

mentioned were religion, language, customs and art.  

g. Most candidates fared well in this question. The most common points mentioned were the 

unique heritage of medieval and baroque architecture, a tourist attraction and a venue for 

historical re-enactments. 

Paper 2A  

Section A: The World – Our Home, Management of Resources  

Question 1  

A high percentage of candidates opted to answer this question. The answers provided to the first section 

of this question (a) were generally weak, with candidates only having a basic knowledge of the plate 

tectonics theory, the different plate margins and some Mediterranean region volcanoes. Very few 

mentioned how heat from within the earth creates convection currents, which ultimately drag the plates in 

different directions. A sizeable portion of candidates did not relate their knowledge to the question asked. 
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Candidates fared much better in the second part of this question (b) and provided a good knowledge on 

the advantages and disadvantages of living near volcanoes.  

Question 2  

Very few candidates attempted to answer this question. Very vague answers were given for (2a) and only a 

few identified the different types of waste generated in Malta – the most pressing being construction 

waste. For (2b), very few responses described the functions of an engineered landfill. Candidates fared 

better when answering part (2c) of the question and were well aware on the negative impact of waste on 

the environment.  

Section B: Human Population, Human Communities  

Question 3  

This was also a popular choice with candidates. While some succeeded in giving a chronological 

development of settlements across the Harbour area, there were others who were not able to produce 

structured arguments and instead wrote generic information related to the Knights and the British in 

Malta. 

Question 4:  

Very few candidates chose to answer this question. Candidates were able to identify four acceptable areas 

of Malta’s cultural heritage such as St. Angelo, fortified cities, British fortifications (Victoria Lines) and the 

megalithic temples. Most responses were often brief, vague or generic when discussing how such areas 

developed or changed in their characteristics or use over the past 200 years. When expounding about 

Mdina or Valletta, they often only indicated that such fortified cities have now become tourist attractions 

with their coffee shops and restaurants. Concerning the megalithic temples, most candidates mentioned 

the stone deterioration resulting from climatic effect. A couple of candidates made vague references to 

Maltese lifestyle and values.  

Section C: Work and Leisure, Managing a Nation  

Question 5:  

Some candidates fared better when answering this question. They managed to identify a number of 

benefits and negative impacts of tourism in Malta. However, only a couple of candidates referred to its 

contribution to the GDP and none explained how the tourism sector is administered by the Government. 

Others were rather shallow and brief while a few focused on the presence of foreign workers in Malta or 

on reasons why people travel. The benefits mostly listed by candidates included financial income, 

employment opportunities, hotels and restaurants providing a wider presence of different cultures and 

cuisines. The negative impacts mostly listed by candidates were: seasonal unemployment, pollution and 

waste, more space being taken for the building of hotels and roads, and a strain on the infrastructure.  

Question 6:  

Most candidates avoided answering this question. Those candidates who attempted this question 

performed poorly when compared with other questions. Rather than discussing the role of pressure groups 

and how our parliamentary system functions, candidates chose to write what they know often being 

irrelevant to the question. Such answers included ‘a brief overview of constitutional development in Malta’ 

or the ‘religious-political crisis when Mintoff was Prime Minister’. Some of the responses provided a 



Examiners’ Report (2020): SEC Environmental Studies 

Page 8 of 9 
 

historical review on the development of the main political parties and indicated that political parties seek 

to contest elections. Some candidates indicated that they have a basic idea of what pressure groups are. 

Regarding the parliamentary system, some candidates referred to elections and the existence of a House 

of Representatives but they lacked knowledge of the division of power (legislature, executive, and 

judiciary) and the existence and functions of the Head of State.  

 

Paper 2B  

Section A: The World – Our Home, Management of Resources  

Question 1  

Answers to this question were generally weak with candidates only having a very basic understanding of 

the dynamics causing earthquakes and volcanic activity. In the second part of question (b) most candidates 

were capable of identifying one or more active volcanoes in the Mediterranean region. Many could not 

name a dormant volcano in the Mediterranean region and confused the term ‘dormant’ with ‘extinct’. 

Candidates fared better when describing the advantages and disadvantages of living close to a volcano.  

Question 2  

a) Most candidates mentioned the different types of waste generated from households. There was no 

mention of other types of waste produced by the construction industry or the manufacturing 

industry. 

b) Most candidates were able to explain the 3Rs. 

c) Most candidates fared well in this question describing practical ways how they can generate less 

waste.  

Section B: Human Population, Human Communities  

Question 3  

a) Most candidates managed to name the cities, which developed around the Grand Harbour.  

b) Most candidates were not capable of explaining the reasons why these settlements saw an increase 

in residents.  

c) Very few candidates correctly answered this question.  

d) Most candidates did not answer this question.  

Question 4 

Some candidates indicated four periods that contributed to Malta’s built heritage – Pre-history, Roman 

Period, the Knights’ Period and the British Period. However, there were some who included answers like 

the Għar Dalam phase and the World Wars period.  

Most of the answers to (b) and (c) were partially correct or not answered. Candidates mentioned the tent 

protecting the megalithic temples as a preservation measure. Many also mentioned open days organised 

by Heritage Malta.  
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Section C: Work and Leisure, Managing a Nation  

Question 5 

This was the most popular question tackled by candidates in Section C. 

a) Candidates have a general idea of the economic benefit derived from tourism. Many of the 

responses mentioned that tourism makes Malta popular with foreigners and indirectly acting as a 

marketing instrument. They also mentioned culture and language acquisition. 

b) Regarding the negative impact of tourism in Malta, some candidates referred to: land being taken 

over for hotels, pollution, greater use of electricity and water, and increased construction of 

apartments.  

c) The answers provided were very brief. Some of the candidates confused the presence of tourists 

with foreigners coming to Malta for employment.  

Question 6  

This was the least popular question and the answers provided show that many candidates do not have in 

depth knowledge on the Maltese democratic system.  

a) Generally, candidates know that in Malta general elections are held to elect representatives to sit in 

the House of Representatives and how these elections are held. However, some of the responses 

were unsure about the voting age and that it has now been lowered to age 16.  

b) The majority of the responses provided indicate that they do not know how the legislature, the 

judiciary or the executive work or why they exist.  

c) Most of the responses only mentioned that the head of state in Malta is known as the President.  

d) Answers to this section were brief or missing. Very few candidates showed basic knowledge of what 

an ‘informed voter’ is , while no knowledge of what ‘mature voters’ was shown in the responses 

provided.  

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2020 


