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SEC Home Economics 
MAY 2008 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 
 
Part 1:  Statistical Information 
 
Table 1 below shows the distribution of grades for the May 2008 session of the examination. 
 
Table 1: Distribution of grades awarded for the May 2008 session 
 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL  
PAPER A 31 103 130 92 36   36 4 432 
PAPER B    68 128 69 25 35 7 332 
TOTAL 31 103 130 160 164 69 25 71 11 764 

% OF TOTAL 4.06 13.48 17.02 20.94 21.47 9.03 3.27 9.29 1.44 100 
 
Part 2:  Comments regarding the candidates’ performance 
 
2.1 General comments 
 
The examination consisted of two parts:  
 
Part I:   Written papers consisting of Paper I (Food, Nutrition and Health) and Paper 2. 
 
Part II:    Coursework including Portfolio, Investigation and Two practical assignments. 
 
For a pass at Grade 5 or better, the minimum mark required for the written papers was 45% of 
60 (i.e. 27) as Paper I and Paper 2 each carry 30% of the total marks of the examination.  The 
coursework minimum mark required was 45% of 40 (i.e. 18).  It should be noted that 29(3.8%) 
candidates would have been awarded Grade 5, but they qualified for Grade 6 or 7 as they did not 
manage to get the minimum mark required in either coursework or theory papers or both. 
 
2.2 General Comments about candidates’ answers in Paper 1, 2A and 2B 
 
The standard of English used by some candidates is still rather poor.  Some candidates 
occasionally resorted to using text messaging writing e.g. u/you.  This should be discouraged.  
Candidates are encouraged to answer in simple English, and answer to the point. 
 
Paper 2A – The majority of candidates answered in English and the overall standard was 
satisfactory.  Most candidates attempted to answer all questions.  Throughout all the paper, one 
can clearly identify that keeping up to date with the current local policies and programmes in all 
fields related to Home Economics including family, social policies, the environment, health and 
safety and consumer issues is crucial for candidates sitting for the SEC Home Economics Exam. 
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Paper 2B – Language is still a problem for some candidates of Paper 2B.  Very often the 
candidates failed to understand the question or failed to give a detailed answer so they were not 
awarded full marks.  However the majority did answer in English.  A very small number even 
answered a whole question in Maltese and unfortunately no marks were awarded in this case.  
Most candidates attempted to answer all questions.   
 
2.3 Comments about candidates’ answers to Paper 1 
 
Candidates were required to answer all ten questions.  The majority of the candidates attempted 
to answer all the questions, however candidates did not do so well with the questions that were 
based on Practical Work like the `Whisking Method`.   Is enough Practical Work going on in 
schools for students to understand clearly techniques used? 
 
Question 1 This question dealt with `Healthy Eating Lifestyle Plan`. 
 
a. Even though candidates mentioned a variety of ingredients, some failed to include specific 

health points with regards to some ingredients; ex.  Tuna instead of tuna drained of oil or 
brine. 
In addition, some candidates overlooked the fact that bread was meant to be one of the main 
ingredients. Furthermore, some candidates gave identical fillings for both answers. 

b. Similarly, in IB, many candidates failed to be specific in terms of beverages suggested, ex. 
Orange juice rather than fresh orange juice. 

d. In this part of the question, many candidates overlooked the fact that the lasagna was meant 
to be a vegetarian dish. 

 
Question 2 This question was about `Milk in our diet`. 
 
b. In this question, some candidates gave vague answers (ex. More healthy) rather than 

specific benefits of consuming milk on a daily basis (ex. Stronger bones and teeth). 
c.  From this question it is evident that some candidates still confuse the meaning of savoury 

and sweet. 
e. In suggesting the three tips, some candidates repeated the same point, using different 

wording ex:  `Don’t leave the milk out of the fridge` and `Store milk in the refrigerator`. 
 
Question 3 This Question was about `Whisking Method`. 
 
As a general comment, many candidates had a very poor knowledge of the whisking method. 
a. Very small percentage of candidates gave correct answer. 
b. Very small percentage of candidates gave correct answer. 
c. Very small percentage of candidates gave correct answer. 
e. Very few candidates included `ribbon texture` in their answer. 
f. A handful of candidates (literally) got full marks in this part of the question. 
 Candidates did not use correct terminology, such as sieved, lined. 
g. Many candidates overlooked the fact that the suggested ingredients were meant to be milk-

based.  In addition, given that the ingredients were meant to be healthy, they were not 
specific enough in the answers they suggested, ex. Yoghurt rather than low-fat yoghurt. 
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Question 4 This question dealt with `Vegetarianism`.  
 
b. Many candidates refer to soya mince as soya beef. 
d. Many candidates overlooked key words in the question (as was the case throughout the 

paper); in this case they overlooked the term lacto-vegetarian, suggesting main courses 
having  fish and meat as a main ingredient. 

 
Question 5 This question was about `Choosing a Cooker`. 
 
b. Very few candidates gave the correct answer, i.e. free-standing and built-in cookers.  

Instead they suggested gas and electric cookers. 
e. It was evident that a good number of candidates thought that a cooker hood was a cover for 

the cooker. 
 
Question 6 This question was about `Cooking Methods`. 
 

a. Most candidates listed the correct cooking methods, however there was a good number who 
wrote `frying` as a cooking method when the correct answer should have been `dry frying`.  
The generic term frying was not accepted at all.  Candidates with low ability just copied the 
different method in the space provided. 

 
b. Generally speaking, there were no particular difficulties for the candidates to answer 

question ii.  Nearly all got it correct.  However there was a good number of candidates who 
got question i wrong. 

 
c.    i Very few got the right answer here.  Most candidates did not have an idea what is 

organic  chicken.  Many candidates did not express themselves correctly while others 
did not have an idea what the question is asking of them. 

 
ii&iii There were no particular difficulties here as most candidates listed the nutritional 

benefits of these cooking practices accordingly.  Candidates were well prepared on 
this topic and this was shown clearly by giving great detail for each answer. 

 
d. Candidates are well versed with safe handling of food.  Most candidates got this question 

right.  There were a few who mentioned the same point twice (in different words) who 
availed themselves to only half of the allotted marks to this question. 

 
e. Very few were the incorrect answers.  This was due to misunderstanding the question. 
 
f. Most candidates responded correctly for this question.  Some incorrect answers which need 

to be mentioned here are that one year olds:  do not have teeth, cannot chew, swallow food 
and cannot handle food on their own. 
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Question 7 This one dealt with ‘Traditional Maltese dishes’ 
 
a. There were no particular difficulties here except that some candidates repeated themselves 

when listing the benefits.  The answers ranged from health and nutritional benefits to cost 
and availability of food. 

 
b. Most candidates listed the correct answers however one must note that a number of 

candidates listed ‘grilled potatoes’ which is incorrect.  Also `baked potatoes’ should not be 
referred to as ‘oven potatoes’ thus making the answer incorrect. 

 
c. Candidates are very much advised to read the question well and understand exactly what the 

examiner is asking of them.  Answers should be clear and concise.  There were a good 
number of candidates who only answered a part of the question thus loosing marks on the 
unanswered parts.  Alternatively there were candidates who did not write the answer in the 
respective space provided thus making the answer wrong a pity. 

  
d. Few candidates got this question right as they focused on the ‘presentation of marrows’ and 

not healthy ways of serving marrows.  Some went off track completely by stating ways of 
making children’s mealtimes enjoyable. 

 
Question 8 This question dealt with ‘Energy Requirement’ 
 
a. There were no particular comments to be mentioned here.  Most answers were correct. 

 
b. A good number of candidates got this question right however one must note that some 

candidates have repeated themselves in the answers given.  This point should be stressed 
out to candidates to give as much a varied answer as possible and avoid repetition. 

 
c. i,ii,iii.  Most reasons given here were correct.  Very few were the candidates who did not 

understand the question and just wrote the statement given to them by the examiner.  There 
were a few who expressed themselves in Maltese.  Complete sentences in Maltese should be 
avoided. 

 
d. Most candidates gave the correct answers here. 
 
 

Question 9 This question was about `Cereals`. 
 
a. There was a variety of answers which were correct here.  Very few were the ones who did 

not attempt this question or got it wrong.  Candidates were well prepared for this topic and 
gave different examples to consolidate their answer. 

 
b. Very few candidates got this one right.  Candidates must be well aware of what is 

happening around us and in the world especially when this is directly related to the themes 
and topics tackled in our subject.  Many candidates misunderstood the question completely 
thus giving an answer which was totally out of point.  A good number did not attempt this 
question. 
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c.  There was a great deal of repetition here.  Some candidates just listed different names of 
breakfast cereals.  Others repeated the same product for one cereal.  Few were the ones who 
got it all correct.  Barley and oats are a type of cereal themselves and not a product of wheat 
or oats.  Also, corned beef is not a product of corn!  Some candidates listed some products 
in Maltese. 

 
d. i Many candidates are well aware of the different sources of iron however there was an    

 equally good number who got this question wrong. 
 ii Nearly all candidates named the function of iron correctly.  Some went into great detail 

 about it too. 
 
 iii Half of the candidates gave the right reason for combining foods while the rest either 

gave  the wrong answer or did not attempt it at all.  Some attempted the question by 
giving a  generic answer (e.g. they go well together or because we both need them or  
because  they are both good to our body) thus making the answer incorrect.  Others had a 
vague idea about the answer and did not express it properly.  There were candidates 
who had a difficulty in expressing themselves here.  Some used very bad English or 
Maltese for  this answer. 

 
Question 10 This question dealt with ‘Fibre in our diet’. 
 

a. Nearly all candidates got this answer right.  Very very few were the ones who got it wrong.  
There are no particular comments to be mentioned here.  

 
b.c. Very very few got these questions right.  Most candidates had no idea about the 

classification of fibre and the function of soluble fibre in our body.  Some repeated the 
answer of 10a. 

 
d. Here again there were few answers which were correct.  Many candidates listed the function 

of water in our body and not its relation with fibre in our body.  Some answers were listed 
in very bad English or in Maltese. 

 
e. The answers here were very much varied.  Some candidates got it all correct.  Others mixed 

it up with the arteries and heart disease thus making it wrong.  There was a good number 
who did not attempt this question while others had a great difficulty to express themselves 
correctly and used very bad English or used Maltese.  There were a great deal of spelling 
mistakes too. 

 
f. There were no particular difficulties for this question to be answered as nearly all candidates 

got this question right.  There were few candidates who did not attempt this question.  Some 
candidates listed the ingredients in Maltese. 
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2.4 Candidates’ answers in Paper 2A and Paper 2B 
 
The questions in Paper 2A and Paper 2B had common themes.  The candidates had to answer all 
nine questions i.e. 6 questions in Section A and three questions in Section B.   
 
The majority of the candidates attempted to answer all the questions, but again, candidates did 
not do so well with the questions that were based on Practical Work like `Yeast Cookery`.  Here 
we ask the same question:  Is enough Practical Work going on in schools for candidates to 
understand clearly techniques used? 
 
For candidates sitting for Paper B it is to be  stressed that candidates ensure that the question is 
read thoroughly and more than once.  Unfortunately, it is sometimes apparent that the candidate 
would be familiar with the topic, however, the answer given would be incorrect, possibly due to 
the candidate not being sure as to what  is required from him/her to respond. 
 
Paper 2 A  
 
SECTION A 
 
Question 1 This question dealt with `Safe Toys`. 
 
(i)  Most candidates answered this question well.  However, some gave wrong answers. 
 
(ii)  Mostly gave correct answers. 
 
(iii)  Some failed to list 2 correct pieces of information 
 
(iv) Some (a few) gave incorrect answer.  Showed that they were not aware of current issues 

related to why toys are withdrawn from shops. 
 
(v) The majority of candidates answered this correctly. 
 
Question 2 This dealt with ‘Budgeting in the Home`. 
 
a. (i) Only a few gave a correct reason why it is important to make a budget. 
 (ii) Most gave correct bank accounts. 
 (iii) However, when they had to give an advantage and a disadvantage, some did not 

succeed  to provide correct answers. 
b. (iv) Most candidates gave correct answers. 
 (v) Mostly correct, candidates gave valid reasons for the family to have some savings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SEC EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2008 
 

 8 

Question 3 This question dealt with ‘Freezers`. 
 
a. Some candidates failed to give correct answers, some mentioned fridge-freezers as the type 

of freezer available on the market. 
 
b. Mostly correct answers, except for those who included fridge-freezer. 
 
c. Mostly correct. 
d. Some failed to give correct answers.  Some candidates misunderstood the question. They 

referred how to store the food, e.g. wrapped and labelled with date; rotate food. 
 
e. (i) Some failed to give correct temperature.  They referred to the temperature required in the 

refrigerator. 
 (ii) Mostly candidates answered correctly. 
 
f. (i) Mostly correct answers. 
 (ii) Only a few candidates referred to an inventory as a means to keep a track of the contents 

available in the freezer. 
 
Question 4 This question dealt with`Safety and First Aid`. 
 
a. This question was answered correctly by the majority of candidates. 
 
b. Approximately half of the candidates managed to answer correctly and therefore this points 

that updated First Aid procedures need to be delivered to candidates.  Several candidates 
defined or described procedures which are not in line with current First Aid. 

 
Question 5 This question dealt with`Consumer Rights`. 
 

 This question yielded plenty of accurate and satisfactory answers and this reflects that 
candidates are competent with regard to the topic of consumer education.  The majority of 
candidates gained marks here with the exception of number (iii) which a considerable amount of 
candidates answered incorrectly. 
 
Question 6 This question dealt with `Yeast Cookery`. 
 
In contrast to the previous question, this question was responded to incorrectly by most of the 
candidates.  This was rather surprising keeping in mind that yeast is tackled both in theory and 
practical sessions in Home Economics.  Hence, this clearly reveals the need for a focus on the 
scientific principles related to the functions of  ingredients as well as to the skills being 
conducted during the practical sessions which are very important.  The majority of candidates 
did not `describe` the function of yeast in question 6a but merely said that yeast is used to raise 
bread.  For the latter candidates were awarded a small percentage of a mark, however, it was 
here expected as can be reflected in mark and space allocation, that candidates were required to 
`describe` the  function of yeast. 
Almost none of the candidates were able to neither describe nor give the correct scientific 
procedure of `knead` and `knock-back`. 
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SECTION B 
 
Question 7  This question dealt with ‘Children in the Family’. 
 
This question was attempted by all candidates and this proved to be an area which candidates are 
familiar with and knowledgeable about.  Questions 7a (i) and (ii) were answered almost 100% 
correct by all candidates. 
 
Questions 7b (i) and (ii) seemed to be a harder bone to chew on for most candidates and several 
incorrect or inaccurate answers were given. 
Most candidates gave correct examples of government agencies in 7b (iv) as well as several 
valid answers in 7b (v). 
 
Although question 7b (vi) was quite a straightforward question, a number of candidates 
answered incorrectly. A reason could be that candidates did not read the question well and 
candidates did not list possible changes which can be made to a house to make it safer.  It was 
positive to note that the question related to immunisation was responded correctly by a good 
number of candidates with the exception of question 7c (ii). 
 
Question 8 This question was on `Waste Management`. 
 
a Many candidates gave a correct answer.  However a number of candidates were not 

specific.  A general answer such as `to keep the environment clean` is not suitable for such 
questions. 

 
b (i) A good number of candidates identified the `Sant Antnin Waste Treatment Plant’ or 

Waste Serv.  Unfortunately, many other candidates were not awarded any marks since they 
just mentioned a town/village in Malta eg. Marsascala.  Referring to the Plant as a factory is 
incorrect.  General answers such as `Recycling Centre` or a place where waste is sorted are 
inappropriate. 

 (ii) Most candidates gave good answers. 
 
c. (i) Many answered correctly, others not.  The candidates need to have a clear distinction   

 between the facilities available in different localities.  Browsing the Wastserv website
 will give a better understanding of the whole waste treatment projects in Malta and 
 Gozo.   

 (ii) Many candidates had the misconception that some sort of recycling takes place at the 
 Civic Amenity Sites.  The majority disregarded two important facts – Bulky waste is 
 disposed at the site and it is separated into separate compartments according to its 
 nature.  So a good answer was to separate bulky refuse. 

 (iii) Many candidates mentioned good examples.  Most common examples were fridges,
 cookers, furniture and mattresses.  A good number of candidates disregarded the word 
 `other’ in the question.  So they mentioned the type of waste collected at the Bring-in 
 sites.  Unfortunately another group of candidates mentioned organic, sewage, food 
 peels with inappropriate/incorrect answers. 

 
d. Many candidates were mixing the rehabilitation of quarries with engineered landfills.  In 

fact many candidates stated that organic waste and soil are put in quarries. At the same time 
a small group of candidates answered correctly by giving examples of construction waste. 



SEC EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2008 
 

 10 

 
e. Very few candidates got this question incorrect.  This shows that the words `reuse`, 

`recycle` and `reduce` are being drilled in our students.  However teachers should also 
emphasise on the other Rs such as `refuse`, `regenerate/reconstruct`, `refill`, 
retrieve/recover/return and `repair/restore`.  Some candidates did actually refer to some of 
the latter terms. 

 
f. The candidates seem to have understood the expression `to go green` as most candidates 

gave correct answers for each section.  Students should be encouraged to use proper English 
syntax so that the meaning of  the answer will be understood better e.g. rather than write 
double-glazed windows, candidates should write close double-glazed windows or change 
single glass windows to double-glazed windows.  The travelling section was interpreted in 
various ways from travelling from town to town to going abroad, to what materials should 
be used/carried when travelling; to type of means of transportation or fuel used.  In this 
question a few candidates went out of point. 

 
g. (i) None gave the exact correct answer that the manufacturer has paid to obtain a licence 

 to print the Green Dot, thus committing them to recover as many containers of the
 detergent as possible. 

 
(ii) The majority ignored the word `other` meaning answers related to recycling were 

incorrect for this question.  There were some good answers referring to phosphate 
free, low temperatures, concentrated form, biodegradable, non-biological enzyme 
detergent and refillable containers. 

 
Question 9 This question was about `The Elderly’.  
 

9a (i) The majority of candidates gave a good answer in proper syntax and giving the 
expected detail.  Answers that were quite vague such as `for safety`, `for security` got 
half the mark as the examiner would ask `safety for what? secure for what?’ 

 
(ii) At the same time there were good answers reflecting that this topic is covered well in 

schools.  Those  candidates who wrote in a complete sentence e.g. Install a burglar 
alarm, got full marks, while those candidates who wrote ‘burglar alarm’ or `alarm’ got 
half the mark.  Answers should reflect the candidate’s reasoning and be flowing to the 
question.  Taking short cuts does not always pay in exam questions. 

 
b (i) The majority of candidates got this question correct.  They both referred to  services 

offered by Non Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and /or state and private.  Very 
few candidates did not answer this question. 

 
(ii) The practice that if a question has two marks, the candidates are requested to give two 

reasons, seems to have been absorbed.  The majority of candidates gave two valid 
related points to the identified service.  The most common services were `meals on 
wheels`, `handyman service`, `carer` and `home-help`.  Very few candidates did not 
opt for this question. 
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(iii) The majority of the candidates gave sensible correct answers.  In general the 
comments were well explained and reflected concern about  the benefits of privacy, 
freedom, independence and feeling useful in society.  Conversely there were concerns 
against loneliness, lack of supervision and help in case of accidents, boredom and lack 
of socialisation or cooking. 

 
(iv) The candidates gave varied correct answers.  The most common were putting a non-

slip mat in the bathtub or shower, laying non-slip tiles, fixing handles and/or bars near 
the toilet and bath/shower and changing faucets/taps to automatic ones or levers.  The 
candidates should make a distinction between a carpet and a mat and they should state 
where it would be placed. 

 
(v) Unfortunately a good number of candidates ignored the key words `adapt for family 

home`.  They referred to examples how to make the parents feel at home.  At the same 
time a larger number of candidates answered correctly.  The most common answers 
were adapting the bedroom, bathroom and living room to make them safe, 
comfortable and meet the needs of the elderly.  It should be noted that when the 
question states `Name two ways’, the candidates need to give  specific examples.  
Many remain general.  For example - Buy a reclining armchair rather than buy a 
comfortable sofa or arrange the living area. 

 
 (vi) The majority of the candidates answered correctly.  Teachers should train the students 

to give more specific examples.  For instance rather than helping them in whatever the 
grandparents need `Help the grandparents to go up the stairs or get into bed.` 

 
 (vii) The majority of the  candidates answered correctly.  The answers were well explained.  

The most common answers included financial help, assistance in housework and 
cooking, taking care of the grandchildren and shopping for the family. 

 
 (viii) Candidates gave various correct answers such as visiting the local council centres, day 

care centres (for elderly) child care centres especially if they do voluntary work, band 
club, prayer groups, church group, union club, hobby club and visiting homes for the 
elderly.     

 
 (ix)    The candidates gave various valid answers.  They seem to be well informed about how 

the elderly could use their leisure time constructively.  Typical answers included, 
talks/seminars, hobby lessons, arts, crafts, playing various popular games, coffee 
mornings, outings and tours to visit places of  interest/cultural and historical visits, 
doing voluntary work within the community and organising prayer groups, mass or 
dining activities. 
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Paper 2B 
 
SECTION A 
 
Question 1 This question dealt with`Safe Toys’. 
 
a. The majority of candidates gave correct answers. 
 
b. Most candidates gave correct meaning to the chosen symbol. 
 
c. A few candidates failed to give another piece of information usually found on toys.  Some 

repeated the labels given in part (a). 
 
d. Most candidates gave valid answers, by listing two things that parents have to look for when 

buying the tricycle and benefits from using the tricycle. 
 
Question 2 This question was about `Budgeting in the Home`. 
 
a. Most candidates knew the reason why it is important to make a budget but failed to give a 

detailed reason. 
 
b. Mostly correct answers. 
 
c. Only very few candidates managed to give two types of bank accounts. 
 
d. Very few candidates managed to give an adequate description of one bank account, 

including its advantage. 
 
e. Most candidates gave correct answers. 
 
Question 3 This question was about `Freezers`. 
 
a.     (i) Most candidates gave a fridge-freezer as a type of freezer suitable for a single parent 

with two young children living in a small apartment.  This was accepted as correct, as 
long as the candidates gave a valid reason for choosing such a freezer. 

 
 (ii) Only a few gave an incorrect answer. 
 
b.  Most candidates gave correct answers for this part of the question. 
 
c. Mostly correct.   Some even mentioned theft as a reason for having door locks on chest 

freezer (this was obviously correct).  
 
d. Some were not sure which temperature to choose, and gave two or 18˚c, which were 

incorrect as it had the minus sign missing. 
 
e.& f. Most candidates gave correct answers. 
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Question 4 This question was about `Consumer Rights`. 
 
It was highly satisfactory to note that students are competent in the area of consumer awareness.  
Many candidates answered most of question 4 correctly and were well aware of consumer rights 
and obligations related to the question. 
 
Question 5  This question was on ‘First Aid’  
 
First Aid knowledge also proved to be quite a forte in this exam, however, most of the  
candidates need to brush up their knowledge in terms of the latest and updated first aid 
procedures especially in relation to question 5 (ii) and other first  aid scenarios.  A considerable 
number  of candidates mentioned surgical spirit to be used for cuts.  This has been obsolete from 
First Aid for a number of years. 
  
Question 6 This question dealt with `Yeast Cookery` 
 
In contrast to the previous questions, this question was responded to incorrectly or inaccurately 
by most of the candidates.  This was rather surprising keeping in mind that yeast is tackled both 
in theory and practical sessions in Home Economics.  Hence, this clearly reveals the need for a 
focus on the scientific principles related to the functions of ingredients as well as to the skills 
being conducted during the practical sessions. 
 
In question 6a  a considerable number of candidates mentioned eggs being one of the main 
ingredients, other than yeast, used to make a bread dough.  This was incorrect.  6d proved to be 
the most challenging part of this question and almost none of the candidates answered correctly.  
Once again this reflects a need for students to be familiar with the proper terminology used to 
describe the various skills covered in Home Economics practical sessions which should be held 
on a very regular basis. 
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SECTION B 
 
Question 7 This question was about `Children in the Family`. 
 
This question was attempted by almost all the candidates and this proved to be an area which 
candidates are familiar with and knowledgeable about.  Questions 7a (i) and (ii) were answered 
almost 100% correct by all candidates.  Question 7b (i) and (ii) proved to be a harder nut to 
crack for the bulk of the candidates and the reason for this might be that this part of the question 
could not be answered in such a straightforward manner as question 7a.  The latter could have 
easily been answered correctly from basic general knowledge. 
Question 7b (iv) was answered incorrectly by most candidates whilst 7b (v) was responded to 
correctly by the majority of the candidates.  7b (vi) was also answered correctly by most 
candidates and this proves they are familiar with safety procedures.  
 
Question 7c was definitely challenging for the majority of the candidates.  A minority of 
candidates tackled question 7c (i) and (ii) correctly whilst less than ten (10) candidates answered 
question 7c (iii) correctly. 
 
Relevant or partly relevant answers were supplied for questions 7d (i) and (ii), however, the 
examiners feel that candidates need to be less vague when answering certain types of questions.  
If  the question is asking a candidate to list two factors or to describe one way, then they must be 
specific and give an answer directly related to and relevant to the question. 
 
Question 8  This question was about the `Elderly`. 
 
a. (i) The majority gave a good answer.  Most of them gave the exact name, others referred 

to the same service in a slightly different way.  Some did not attempt the question. 
 
 (ii) Most candidates gave two valid reasons how the service would help the elderly man.  

Some mixed up the role of a `nurse` and a `helper`.  There seems to be a misconception 
that they do the same job.  Few referred to private services such as a private nurse, a 
maid (a cleaner) or delivery service from shops.  The services offered at homes of the 
elderly and community centres were some of  the common answers.  This reflects 
sound knowledge about various services offered within local institutions. 

 (iii) The majority referred to the importance of one’s independence, being less of a burden 
on others, staying in one’s surroundings and belongings and being free to do and go 
wherever you want.  Some candidates had difficulty in expressing themselves in correct 
English syntax and/or in the English language. 

 
 (iv) The majority of the candidates answered correctly giving practical examples such as 

helping in the laundry, cleaning of the house, shopping or keeping company to make 
the person feel happy and provide some social activity.  The answers reflect that 
candidates value physical and emotional support  towards their elders. 
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     (v)   Unfortunately many candidates answered incorrectly.  They ignored or did not 
understand the word `adapt`.  They gave the same answers as for (iv) and (vi).  Those 
who answered correctly mentioned the importance of having a bedroom on the ground 
floor (though for the majority the ground floor is referred to as first floor).  Installing a 
stair lift was also a common answer.  Fixing hand rails in the bathroom, removing 
slippery mats and having a non-slip bath/shower mat were other common answers. 

 
    (vi)     The majority of candidates answered correctly.  Some gave examples related to helping 

the grandfather physically while others referred to helping their grandfather 
emotionally by talking to him, making him feel at ease.  Some candidates ignored the 
importance of the grandson’s role in this question.  In fact they took it from the 
perspective of the grandfather or gave a general answer.  Few candidates did not 
attempt the question. 

  
 (vii) Most candidates answered correctly.  The most common reasons given were the 

expense of private residential homes, the fact that the  person will not be staying with 
his relatives and that the  person will need to follow the rules of the residential home.  
Few ignored the word disadvantages and instead gave advantages. 

 
 (viii) Various activities such as Tombola, outings, excursions, drama, physical exercises, 

voluntary work, prayer groups, mass, arts and crafts were mentioned.  Very few 
candidates answered incorrectly or did not attempt the question. 

 
b. (i) Some candidates answered in Maltese.  Many gave appropriate examples how a 

bathroom could be made safer for the elderly person.  Candidates should make a 
distinction between a carpet and a mat and between a common mat and a non-slip mat.  
Specific examples where the non-slip mats could be placed were expected to gain the 
full mark.  The same detail was expected when mentioning rails / handles in the 
bathroom.  Some common good examples were a non-slip rubber mat and a stool in the 
bath/shower.  Good lighting devices were also included. 

 
 (ii) The idea that a radiator or any other heater could be brought into the room should be 

discouraged.  Instead one should have a pull-chord type of heater installed in the bath 
room.  The most common answers included that one should not touch the heater with 
wet hands, put clothes or towels on or near the heater.  It is imperative that students 
know the basic legal requirements in rooms e.g. no sockets in the bathroom.  Therefore 
even for (8bi) removing the socket in the bathroom is not correct since this is a standard 
procedure.  Another example is lowering sink, toilet and bath.  There are standard 
measures of these utilities.   

 
Question 9 This was about `Waste Management`. 
 
a. Very few gave a specific answer e.g. to generate electricity, to prevent gases polluting the air 

and to turn the site into a park.  The correct answers were more general.  The emphasis that 
organic waste is taken to this site needs to be emphasised.  A good number of candidates got 
this question incorrect. 

b. Most  candidates wrote good answers such as plastic bags, containers and stationery.  
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c (i) A group of candidates were aware of the Xewkija (Gozo) Civic Amenity site.  
Approximately the same number of candidates who answered right answered 
incorrectly. 

 
 (ii) A group of candidates ignored the words in brackets and so the answer was considered 

incorrect.  Many are aware that textiles, tyres, white goods, mattresses and polystyrene 
can be thrown in these sites.  These were the common answers.  Some mentioned 
organic and food waste which are incorrect answers. 

 
d. The majority got this question incorrect.  Very few candidates referred to the idea that soil 

will be put on a top for trees, plants or rehabilitation of fields. 
 
e. Many gave good answers while others gave answers which  are out of  point or  left it blank.  

In fact in many cases Questions between 9a to 9e were not attempted. 
 
f. Very few candidates considered the word `protect` from a safety point of view.  Answers 

were considered incorrect.  Most of i, ii, iii, iv of the answers were correct.  However 
students need to be discouraged from writing in the third person ex. It for heater.  The 
meaning of the answer could be ambiguous and thus answers were considered incorrect. 

 
g. (i) Very few identified the label as Green Dot.  Most candidates referred its use for 

recycling.  The answer in these cases were considered incorrect. 
 
 (ii) A good number of answers were correct referring to Phosphate free, no cfc, 

biodegradable, enzymes, biological detergents, little packaging and concentrated 
solutions .  Others gave answers as if what to look for when buying a detergent.  Thus 
they ignored the environmentally friendly key words.  

 
Part 3:  Coursework 
 
This year moderation of the candidates’ coursework was conducted in sixteen schools and the 
Private Candidates’ work.  A good number of these schools presented the candidates` 
coursework and included the full component i.e. Portfolio, Investigation and the two Practical 
Assignments’ work.  Unfortunately some schools still failed to present the breakdown of the 
marks clearly, particularly details pertaining the two Practical Assignments.  It is absolutely 
impossible to moderate well if the Preparation Sheet and the Evaluation are not presented with 
an attached sheet showing the marks obtained for the various criteria established by the SEC 
syllabus.  This situation makes it very difficult to conduct moderation work well and as fairly as 
possible.  Matsec Office has detailed notes re the performance of each of the schools visited and 
we believe that these will be passed on to any school that wishes to see them. 
 
3.1 The Practical Component 
 
We repeat as in previous years that it is of utmost importance that the full Preparation sheets and 
the Evaluation are presented.  This year, the moderators had in some cases once more to request 
for these from the teachers concerned, resulting in loss of time for all involved.  Some schools 
did manage to show this work as it was available, some others had nothing to present.  It is 
IMPOSSIBLE  to moderate this work without seeing the preparation involved.  All preparation 
sheets have to be detailed.  e.g. the list including the amount of all the ingredients used, as 
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otherwise one cannot gauge if  the current dietary recommendations are being followed and in 
some cases they definitely are not.  In some cases Recipe Engineering seems to have been 
ignored since there were chocolate cakes, high levels of fat, sugar, cream and cheddar cheese.  
Rashers of streaky bacon and tinned milk were also used in some recipes.  The addition of salt 
should be discouraged as well as canned vegetables.   The students should be made conscious of 
alternatives to these ingredients.  This again shows that in some schools there is still a lot to be 
done to fulfill all that the SEC syllabus involves, and of course, all this is for the students’ 
benefit to achieve the highest marks possible for their hardwork.  One cannot stress enough the 
importance of presenting to the moderators Full Practical detailed Assignment sheets together 
with the Evaluation sheet.  On a positive note, some schools even took the trouble of showing 
photographic evidence of some of the work carried out in these sessions. 
 
3.2 The Portfolio and Investigation 
 
In some schools the portfolios and investigations were very well presented and the work was of 
a very good standard.  They included the implementation of 3 investigative techniques. The 
overall level presented by various schools differed widely.  In the majority of cases the marks 
were fair, candidates who presented very good work achieved very good marks, others who 
showed skimpy or incomplete work received lower marks – a very fair situation.  Constant 
monitoring of the students’ work should be carried out well and continuously, to be fair to the 
students by offering proper guidelines.  This year, on the whole, the school administration did 
help us by placing moderators in a suitable private room, with most of  the work well spread out.   
This is a great help as it facilitates our work and each student’s work is checked well and 
awarded the best mark possible. 
 
PRIVATE CANDIDATES  
 
The work presented by some Private candidates is still on the whole below the required standard 
and shows a great variation in terms of the requirements to be assessed. 
 
The Portfolio 
 
Unfortunately, a very small percentage of the candidates presented the 3 tasks.  Research section 
only includes material which has been photocopied or downloaded.  In some cases there is very 
poor presentation and spelling.   
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The Investigation 
 
Discussion of results is very poor and in most cases it has been left out. 
 
Practical Component 
 
Unfortunately a good number of private candidates do not carry out the Practical Component of 
the coursework.  This is a great pity as if there is no signed paper by the competent person that 
such work was carried out under his/her supervision together with the Practical Assignment 
sheets and the Evaluation, the marks for this work are completely lost. 
 
All this material should be presented at the Matsec Office together with the rest of the 
Coursework. 
 
 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2008 
 


