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IM Philosophy 
May 2008 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2008 session. 
 
Table 1: Distribution of Grades awarded in May 2008 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 62 101 206 88 79 133 23 692 
% of Total 8.96 14.60 29.77 12.72 11.42 19.22 3.32 100 

 
 
Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance 
 
Section A: Logic 

• Question 1 proved to be by far the more popular question in this section. Some candidates 
persist in attempting both questions in this section in the misguided belief that marks will 
be awarded for the better answer. This is not so – if a candidate attempts both questions, 
then only the first is graded. 

• The need for the orderly presentation of all working in this section needs to be impressed 
on candidates.  

• Few managed question 1e. 

 

Section B:  Ethics 

The majority of students answered the same question and succeeded in presenting clearly all the 
philosophical arguments put forward by both Medieval and contemporary thinkers. These 
students evidently prepared for the question beforehand. Those who answered the other question 
could have examined the ethical questions raised with a broader spectrum of ideas and showing 
the specific contribution of some philosophers as they attempt to find a solution to the problems 
discussed. 

Section C: History of Philosophy 

The majority of candidates in the history of philosophy section of the philosophy examination at 
intermediate level answered question no 5, ‘What distinction can be made between the works of 
the mythologists and those of the philosophers at the beginning of philosophical thought?’ it is 
evident that the students studied and prepared themselves well for the exam however  it is 
equally evident that they are not used to writing essays and answering questions and tend to 
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reproduce notes which they have studied by heart. Some of them wrote lengthy answers 
describing both e worlds of the pre-Socratics as a well as a summary of the Iliad and the 
Odyssey, others thought the ‘Philosophers at the beginning of philosophical thought’ to be 
Milesians, but very few pointed out what distinguished mythologists from the philosophers.  

Candidates who answered question no 6 ‘How does Aristotle explain change?’ can be divided 
into whose who showed that they have fully understood Aristotle’s theory and could reproduce it 
well and those who had a very vague idea or no idea at all and wrote whatever they remembered 
of their notes on Aristotle.  
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