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AM History 
MAY 2008 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 

Part 1: Statistical Information  

Table 1: Distribution of grades awarded in May 2008 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 4 30 31 15 6 10 11 107 
% of Total 3.74 28.04 28.97 14.02 5.61 9.35 10.28 100 

 
Part 2: Comments regarding performance  
 
General Comments 
 
The board of examiners notes that the general performance of this year’s candidates 
sitting for the History A Level exam was of an average quality, and this is reflected in 
the marking. There are only very few cases which can be considered of a very good 
and of excellent quality.  The same board also wishes to make note, as a general 
comment, that there are some problems which recur year after year and which have 
been noted in previous reports. There is still too much reliance on stereotyped notes, 
which is leading to memorization and to the reproduction of ‘class notes’, sometimes 
even with very little relation to the questions asked. Many candidates show also that 
they lack ability to analyze, contextualize and write in a clear, comprehensive way. 
Most of the answers do not show any critical approach but instead provide factual 
information which is not really what we should be looking at this Matsec level. 
Moreover, basic spelling and grammatical mistakes are rife, and on many occasions 
rendering whole paragraphs meaningless. One other problem is the narrow choice 
opted for by most of the candidates here (as remarked in more detail below) showing 
both a lack of all-round preparation, limited knowledge and a narrow coaching 
approach. 
 
 
Comments regarding Paper 1 
 
Paper I: Maltese History 
 
Section A: 
 
The compulsory question (question 1a or b) treated central issues of British rule over 
Malta and ones which the students are expected to cover in depth, namely political 
developments during the period 1800 to 1813 (question 1a), and a comparison 
between the 1887 and 1921 constitutions (question 1b).   
 
1(a) Some two-thirds of the candidates opted to answer this question. By and large the 
answers given were factually correct, although not always analytical or detailed 
enough. Some students simply gave an account of what happened during the period 
without even referring to the political implications of those occurrences.  
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1(b) About one third of the candidates decided to answer this compulsory question. 
Generally candidates fared better here than in 1a, since the question required a 
compare/contrast rather than an analysis of political implications which for many 
candidates still presents particular difficulty. Common shortcomings in this question 
were the lack of knowledge about one of the two constitutions which resulted in an 
unbalanced response to the question. 
 
2. This question dealt with the extent to which the British administration on the island 
was accommodating to the local Catholic setup during the 19th century. It proved a 
popular question, with about a third of the candidates opting for it. Many answers 
were limited to describing the ‘concessions’ allowed to the Church by the British 
Protestant authorities, and only a minority delved into the reasons for this in any 
depth. 
 
3. The question about the economic situation, namely Maltese economic dependence 
upon British military and naval spending was answered by about a fourth of the 
students. In many cases answers remained at the factual rather than argumentative 
level; here probably reflecting the lack of modern published works dealing with the 
topic and which are accessible to A level students. This often resulted in average 
answers, mostly an obviously common source in the form of prepared notes. 
 
4. This question proved the least popular of all, with very few candidates opting for it. 
Again this seems to reflect lack of attention given to it by A level teachers/students 
who do not consider the topic as important and/or likely to be examined since it is 
outside the Partito Riformista/Anti-Riformista issues they usually expect. 
 
5. About a third of the students answered this question. The Language Question is an 
area which the candidates expect to be questioned on and prepare for it accordingly. 
Many of the answers were good to adequate, although some students found it difficult 
to pursue their answer down to 1936 as required by the question. Again, in many 
instances, the answers were factual rather than reflective and analytical. 
 
Section B: 
 
6(a) This question dealt with the granting and workability of the 1947 constitution. A 
minority of candidates answered this question. The majority of these did not just 
focus on1947 but went on to describe the later constitutional developments to 1964. 
Some were able to underline the merits and limitations of the 1947 constitution, but 
did not discuss the background against which it was granted.  
 
6(b) On the changing relationship between Maltese Labour governments and  
Britain between 1949 and 1979.The majority of candidates answered this question. 
Many showed a good familiarity with the facts and the main issues involved, 
including the proposal for integration and the options considered during 
independence. A greater appreciation of the changing relationship is needed, because 
in many scripts the changes in the relationship were not discussed enough.  
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7. This question dealt with the role of Maltese governments 1921-1932 to improve the 
social conditions of the Maltese population. Surprisingly few candidates answered 
this question. Most of those who did were able to point out the main social 
achievements of legislators in that period to alleviate some of the main social 
problems.  
 
8. Focusing on the disputes between Labour governments and the Church in the 1970s 
and 1980s, a majority of candidates answered this question. In their majority, these 
did not just focus on that period, but started their discussion from Strickland and 
Mintoff and  wrote in detail about the 1960s. It must be emphasized that questions 
should be read and re-read carefully. 
 
9. Dealing with on the demographic impact on the Maltese islands by emigration 
1945-1970 - again surprisingly few candidates attempted this question.  
 
10. On  the role  of the smaller political parties. A fair number answered this question, 
some  straying in their discussion  to give a general  political account. One must recall 
that memorizing set general essays should be discouraged.  
 
 
Comments regarding Paper 2 
 
Paper II. International History. 
 
Section A: 
1(a) Less than a fourth of the candidates attempted this question. Even if quite 
straight-forward, this question seems to have scared them away from it; possibly also 
due to the fact that many concentrate only on liberalism/nationalism aspects. Those 
who did answer the question generally fared well, indicating their good overall 
preparation. 
 
1(b) This proved by far to be the most popular of the two questions. Most candidates 
could well deal with it in a reasonably correct way, although some did show a lack of 
grasp of what was involved. A number simply discussed nationalistic and liberal 
movements in Europe, without really answering the question. 
 
2. About a third of the candidates answered this question. While many could refer to 
German advantages in the industrialization process, notably the existence of the 
zollverein even prior to unification, less students could identify and discuss the 
reasons for Italian lack of development in this respect. 
 
3. This proved to be another popular question with candidates, with another third 
attempting it. By and large the students correctly identified the external reasons for 
decline; it usually proved more difficult for them to discuss internal reasons for such 
decline. This seems to indicate that the Ottoman empire is only covered in terms of 
Great Power politics, and practically ignored on its own. 
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4. Some one fourth of the candidates opted for this question. Mostly providing good 
answers for it, they discussed British policy within the larger European context of 
treaty alliances and of colonial conflicts. It is obviously an area which is given 
particular attention during exam preparation. 
 
5. Few students opted for this question and there seems to have been a 
misunderstanding that the syllabus only comprised fascism in Italy and Nazism in 
Germany. Those who did attempt the question usually gave reasonably competent 
answers, describing and discussing the reasons as to why Franco’s regime survived 
for over thirty years until the dictator’s own demise. 
 
Section B:  
6 (a) On  the  division  of  Europe  between  East  and West 1945 - 1989. This general 
question  was  answered  by  a  number  of candidates. Unfortunately many candidates 
did  not  answer  the  question  about Europe but wrote a general essay about the Cold 
War including the Korean War, the Cuban crisis and Vietnam.  
 
6 (b)   This  question  dealt  with  the  end  of  the  Cold  War  in  1989 - the   majority 
of students answered this question, with a good number of them showing a good grasp 
of the facts.  
 
7. Dealing with British decolonisation in the Mediterranean, it is surprising that so 
few students answered this question. On the role played by the superpowers in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict - the majority of candidates who answered this question were 
familiar with the events marking the conflict between 1945 and 1978, but a good 
number were felt to be uncertain about the role of the superpowers in the conflict.  
 
9. About the movement for European integration in the 1950s. Again most answers 
showed a memorization of the same ‘class notes’- this should be discouraged. The 
question was on the 1950s but some answers went down to 2004.  
 
10. Treating the contrast between East and West 1962-1989 - a good number of 
candidates answered this question. Many clearly had a good familiarity with the facts. 
Nevertheless a high percentage of the scripts did not discuss the statement directly, 
contrasting 'American democracy' and 'Soviet totalitarianism', as instructed.  
 
Comments regarding Paper 3 
 
Paper III. Sources, Analysis and Interpretation. 
 
Students here had to choose one ‘source analysis and interpretation’ question out of 
two. 
 
1. The Maltese political development question consisted of an excerpt from the 
Declaration of Rights of the Maltese of 1802. About two thirds of the students 
answered this question. On the whole the students fared well, although in some 
instances they tended to simply repeat their answer from one question to the next, 
indicating an overconfident or hurried approach. Examples of this were answers to 
questions (i) and (v). 
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2. The 1945-1979 Anglo-Maltese relations question proved less popular, as is 
generally the case in Maltese history, where more recent issues are often avoided. The 
answers provided were generally of a good standard, indicating a more prepared type 
of student. There was some confusion in the answer given to question (v), but 
otherwise responses were quite competent. 
 

3. Respondents to (i) on the political background were generally clear about facts and 
were able to point out some of the main events of 1848. Several replies to (ii) on the 
attack on 'modern industry' were felt to be uncertain, but an intelligent reading of the 
passage enabled many candidates to answer that question. With respect to the terms 
which had to be defined, these were generally defined correctly.  Many candidates 
had clear difficulty in comparing the working conditions in different European 
countries (iv). Some candidates did not read question (v) well, because they answered 
mainly on the Russian revolutions of 1905 and 1917.  
 
 4. Respondents to (i) on the whole showed a good familiarity with events from 1949 
to 1972. With respect to (ii) on the relationship between strategic offensive and 
defensive arms, a number of replies were felt to be uncertain about the more technical 
aspects of this topic. In (iii) some candidates were also uncertain about the nature or 
significance of the Treaty on the Non Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which came 
into force in 1970. Question (iv) could be answered by an intelligent reading of the 
passage, but some candidates simply paraphrased the text. In several answers to 
question (v) one felt that familiarity with the facts on later agreements further limiting  
the arms race e.g. SALT 11 and START was lacking. 

 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2008 
 


