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Paper 1 

Section A 

 

1. 

(a) Igneous; Metamorphic; Sedimentary (1 mark for each, 3 marks total) 

(b) Sedimentary (1) 

 

2. 

(a) One of the following: Turkey; Greece; Italy. (1) 

(b) 1 mark for a volcano in the Mediterranean region: eg. Etna, Pantelleria, Linosa, Stromboli, 
Vesuvius, Amiata, Vulsini, Monte Albano, Campi Flegrei (Phlegrean Fields), Ischia, Marsili 
Seamount, Campi Flegrei Mar Sicilia. 1 mark is assigned to a brief and general description of its 
location: eg: Linosa – a small volcanic island southwest of Malta.   

 

3. 

(a) Sustainable development: This is development that meets the needs of present world population 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. [or any similar 
answer]. 

(b) Possible answers include: reducing car dependency; increase in public transport usage; bicycle as 
a non-polluting means of transportation; reducing electricity consumption; water conservation; 
preservation of the countryside; utilisation of renewable energy resources such as PV and solar water 
heating. [1 mark for each example] 

http://www.volcanodiscovery.com/amiata-volcano.html
http://www.volcanodiscovery.com/vulsini-volcano.html
http://www.volcanodiscovery.com/monte-albano-volcano.html
http://www.volcanodiscovery.com/campi-flegrei.html
http://www.volcanodiscovery.com/ischia-volcano.html
http://www.volcanodiscovery.com/marsili-seamount.html
http://www.volcanodiscovery.com/marsili-seamount.html
http://www.volcanodiscovery.com/campi-flegrei-mar-sicilia-volcano.html
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4.  
(a) Soft stone quarry – quarries extracting Globigerina Limestone (Tal-Franka); hard stone quarries – 
quarries extracting Upper Coralline and Lower Coralline Limestone (Tal-Qawwi). [1 mark for each] 
 
(b) Reutilisation of a disused quarry. Possible answers include: the backfilling of unused quarries with 
construction waste; partial backfilling and their conversion into fields; stone masonry heritage 
museum – eg. Limestone Heritage. 
 
5. 

a) Sliema Battery Point, Fort Pembroke, Fort St. Rocco and Fort Leonardo (Fort Tombrell). (2 
marks for two answers) 

b) Fort Delimara (1 mark) 

 

6. The Ionic and the Corinth. (2 marks for two answers) 

 

7. Some examples of correct answers are: (1x5 = 5 marks)   

 Grandmaster’s Palace, St John’s Co-Cathedral; one of the auberges etc.  

 St Paul’s Anglican Cathedral  

 Palazzo Falzon/Norman House, Palazzo Santa Sophia, Chapel of St Peter  

 Buġibba, Qawra, Paceville, Sliema, Valletta 

 Cittadella.                                                                                                                                      
 

8. Strict quarantine laws were enforced; the lazaretto was enlarged to cater for a larger influx of 
foreigners visiting Malta; underground sewage was extended to Valletta and to Cottonera; the 
Fawwara aqueduct and Chadwick Lakes were undertaken to increase the supply of fresh water; 
boreholes were dug to extract fresh water from the water-table. (1 mark for each up to 3 marks) 

 
9(a) Half mark each 

 the Primary Sector 

 the Secondary Sector 

 the Tertiary Sector 

 the Quaternary Sector 

 (b) 2 marks for one example      (2)  

 Primary Sector (farming and fishing, quarrying) 

 Secondary Sector (factory work, building construction) 

 Tertiary Sector (teaching administrative and managerial grades in education,  healthcare 
professionals, employment in banking and insurance,  employment in the hotel and catering 
industry) 

 Quaternary Sector (computer programming, computer engineering, high-tech skilled jobs) 

 

10 Brief explanation of: 

Occupational Health and Safety;  work environment which ensures the health and safety at all times 
of all persons who may be affected by work being carried out for an employer; preventing physical, 
mental and psychological ill health, injury or death for all persons engaged in work.  In many 
European countries, these safety conditions at the place of work are regulated by Occupational 
Health and Safety legislation (1)  

Social partners: the employers and workers represented by their respective Trade Unions; the 
government itself is the main employer, also part of the employers’ sector. As partners in work, they 
negotiate better conditions of work. (1) 



Page 3 of 11 
 

Human resources: the people whether as workers, students, housewives, pensioners etc. whose 
skills and abilities are useful for society as the main assets for the economy (1) 

 

11. Brief meaning of: 

Social environment: interactions between people in their various spheres of life – in the family, at the 
workplace, at school, as a church sect or denomination, in sports, as residents of locality, as 
members of voluntary organizations (1) 

Factors influencing social environment in Malta include:  the family, education system, work 
organizations, doctor-patient relationship, town/villages feasts, political parties, culture, the mass 
media especially information and communication technologies, pressure groups, customs and 
traditions (1 mark for each up to 2 marks). 

 

12. Brief meaning of: 

a) pressure groups: organized group of people who lobby for their vested interests and attempt 
to influence decision taking by authorities to further their cause (1) 

b) political party: group of people with common political interests, beliefs and goals; serve as 
watchdog on parties in government and other political parties and organizations which have 
different goals and interests; may contest elections to representative  parliament (1) 

c) parliamentary system: the elected representatives of the people in democracy; principal 
function is to present, discuss and enact law; law enacted by parliament is called legislation 
published as Acts of Parliament.  Malta had its first parliament when it became an 
independent nation-state in 1964. (1) 

 

 

Section B  

 
Question 1 
 

a) Definition: Global warming: the observed and projected increases in the average 
temperature of the Earth's atmosphere (1) and oceans (1). 

b) Global warming as related to climate change: Global warming and climate change may both 
refer to an increase in average global temperatures (1). Natural events and human activities 
are believed to be contributing to an increase in average global temperatures (1). This is 
caused primarily by increases in “greenhouse” gases such as Carbon Dioxide (CO2) (1).  A 
warming planet thus leads to a change in climate which can affect weather in various ways, 
as discussed further below (1).  [or similar] (4 marks total) 

c) Possible answers include: reducing CO2 emissions through the utilisation of alternative energy 
resources; more fuel efficient transportation; planting more trees OR the cutting of less 
forests; more energy efficient homes. (1 mark for each up to 2 marks) 

d) Definitions: 
Biodiversity: Biodiversity comprises all the millions of different species that live on our 
planet, as well as the genetic differences within species (1). It also refers to the multitude of 
different ecosystems in which species form unique communities, interacting with one another 
and the air, water and soil (1) [or similar]. (2 marks total); 
Desertification: The transformation of arable or habitable land to desert 
(1),by a change in climate or destructive land use (1). (2 marks total) 

e) Unbuilt stretch of coastline: Għadira; Ghajn Tuffieħa; other places along the eastern-facing 
coast of Malta and Comino.  (2) 

f) Coastal settlements may include Sliema; Gzira; Msida; Marsaxlokk; Birzebbuga; Marsaskala; 
Xlendi; Marsalforn; Birgu; Senglea etc. (1) 

g) Possible answers include: Land availability; tourism-related purposes; recreation. [2 marks for 
each] (6) 
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h) Possible answers include: efficient bus transportation; subterranean monorail; more bicycle 
lanes; increase in motorbike use; efficient park and ride schemes (1 mark for each up to 2 
marks).   

i) Photo voltaic panels; Solar water heaters. [1 mark for each] (2) 

 

Question 2 

(a) Malta’s Independence in 1964 (1) 

(b) Explaining ‘the strategic importance of Malta’ (1 mark for one point up to 3 marks total) 

Malta’s importance for Britain and Europe was shown from: 

 its geographic position in the Mediterranean as a bridge between Europe and North Africa; 

 its massive fortifications built by the Knights of St. John and its ports’ 

 the fact that it could be easily reached by sea in times of peace for international trade and in 

times of war for defence purposes; 

 the Dockyard and Fort St. Angelo considered as the guardian of the Grand Harbour; 

 the naval dockyard as an important source of employment; 

 the Grand Harbour as one of the deep sea harbour in the Mediterranean, with its central 

position serving as a shelter on the sea route between Europe and North Africa.  It was also 

an essential coal station between Gibraltar and the Far East, particularly after the opening of 

the Suez Canal in 1869. 

(c) Factors leading to movement of people to Grand Harbour area include: (1 mark for one point up to 
3 marks total) 

 more work opportunities 

 greater trade and commercial activity;  

 better defence system; 

 better living conditions; rural areas inhabited only by agricultural workers; 

 dearth of leisure activities in rural areas 

(d) Fgura, Paola, Sta. Lucia, Ghajn Dwieli,Marsa, Sliema (2 marks for two places) 

(e)  5 marks for commenting briefly on the effects of the Information and Communication 
Technologies (ICTs) on leisure activity and social interaction (1 mark for each point up to 5 marks) 

 The new ICTs include the Internet, email, face book, mobile phones, digital cameras, 
webcam, video conferencing, online chat rooms, online shopping, Twitter, You tube 

 Leisure activities have shifted from taking place in out-of-door environments to taking place at 
home or in closed places; 

 common types of leisure activities: digital games on the computer or the mobile phone, video 
games, use of the play station, online chatting through emails or the Skype, widespread use 
of social networking 

 effects  on social interaction: change in communication practices of people; reshaping social 
bonds, e.g. friend-to-friend, worker-to-employer, customer-to-seller, neighbour-to-neighbour; 

 more privatised leisure, cutting of from the pleasure of seeing and meeting people; virtual  

 people relationships rather than real relationships; non-personal interactions with negative 
impact on self-identity;  less creative personal interactions  

(f)  Examples of recent changes showing the lessening influence of the Catholic Church on Maltese 
people: (1 mark for the change indicated) 

 steady decrease in Sunday Mass attendance;   

 greater importance to the profane ways of celebrating annual feast in  honour of patron saints; 

 loosening of moral values people’s way of life; 

 liberal attitudes to sexuality and sexual activity, particularly among young people 

 separation of Church and State in politics, legislation and public life; 
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 the legislation on the introduction of divorce; 

 the legislation on the introduction of and civil unions; 

 trends towards private decisions by married couples in matters of fertility; 

 less relevance of the Catholic Church teaching on methods of birth control, and assisted 

human reproduction technologies 

(g) Points on the effects of globalisation on people’s life which may be considered: (10) 

Definition of globalisation, process of interconnectedness among societies such that events in one 
part of the world have effects on people and societies far away.  People now speak of a global 
environment or the world as a ‘global village’ 

Positive effects: 

 expanded communication into global networking; 

 new forms of international relationships(political, social, economic); 

 growing awareness of common world problems and common shared responsibilities; 

 global responsibility for fair trading; 

 global mass media; 

 increase in cultural enrichment 

Negative effects: 

 inability of poor countries to compete with rich countries; 

 marginalization of small businesses by multinational companies; 

 uneven distribution of wealth; 

 increasing international debts; 

 creation on monopolies by transnational companies; 

 environmental degradation; 

 greater threats to national identities and national sovereignties; 

 increasing threat to national security where weaponry has global destructiveness; 

 risks associated with the new technologies which generate new dangers to lives and the 

planet itself 
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Paper 2A 

 

The following Assessment Weighting is to be consulted in awarding of marks to Essay-type questions 

Analysis 4 marks 

Application & context with examples 4 marks 

Comprehension of systems 4 marks 

Basic knowledge / recall facts 4 marks 

Technical terminology 4 marks 

 

Section A 

1. 

 For a description of the principal formation and workings of the mean-sea-level aquifer and a 
description of how sea water is converted into potable water – 10 marks.   

 Discussion on advantages, disadvantages and future safeguarding of each method of water 
production – 10 marks. 

 

Mean-sea-level aquifer advantages: easy to intercept; a cheap water source 

Mean-sea-level aquifer disadvantages: hard nature of the water source; increasing salinity levels 
especially when over extraction takes place; limited water resource; prone to external contamination 
(eg. nitrates). 

Reverse osmosis advantages: excellent quality water; unlimited availability;  

Reverse osmosis disadvantages: plants are expensive to run; water is expensive to produce; marine 
contamination/pollution.  

 

Future safeguards: mean-sea-level aquifer – to decrease extraction and allow aquifer regeneration; 
safeguarding against nitrate contamination and other sources of pollution; reverse osmosis – to 
protect Maltese coastal areas against sources of marine generated pollution eg. Oil spills.   

 

2.  (a) For the mention of three soil types found locally [2 marks for each, adding up to a total of 6 
marks].  For a discussion of the rock weathering processes which lead to the formation of these soils 
(4 marks). 

(b) For the mention of three ways by which soil erosion can be brought about [2 marks for each 
adding up to a total of 6 marks].  For the mention of at least two soil conservation measures (4 
marks). 

 

Section B 

3. Candidates should give a brief explanation of the poor state of education in Malta in the 19th 
century and how illiteracy was the order of the day except for a very low percentage of the population. 
They should deal with the effects of the Austin and Keenan Commissions and describe how schools 
started to be opened in Malta. They should also be aware of the contributions of various personalities 
to education in Malta such as Paolo Pullicino, Sigismondo Savona, Albert Laferla and Vassallo (re. 
training of teachers), culminating in the introduction of compulsory education for all up to 16 years old. 
This should be done within the background of the language problem which dominated Malta during 
the last years of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century. The rivalry between those 
supporting the introduction of the English language and those sticking to the Italian one should be 
dealt with, culminating in the declaration of Maltese and English as the official languages in 1934. The 
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compulsory primary and secondary attendance Acts of 1947 and 1974 should be stressed along with 
the rising of standards in education throughout the years.                       (20 marks) 
 
4. Candidates should give an account of and describe various typical features one finds in the 
Maltese countryside such as farmhouses, rubble walls, pigeon houses, windmills and corbelled huts 
(giren) and others. They should explain their main features and characteristics e.g. farmhouse: built 
near the fields, various parts, interior courtyard, use of rubble walls, well for water, exterior staircase, 
generally one floor, etc. Candidates should also explain their functions today namely that these 
farmhouses have been converted into houses of character which are very popular with tourists. They 
should also explain why these are important e.g. they give us an idea of life long ago and how hard it 
should have been, they are proof of the skill of the Maltese worker, they give an identity to our 
country. Candidates should finally explain how many of these buildings were unfortunately replaced 
by modern buildings and an important part of our legacy was lost. They should explain how an ideal 
way of conservation for farmhouses would be to convert them in houses of character.                                   
(20 marks) 
 

Section C 

5.  Candidates have to explain what manufacturing industry is, i.e. on the production of goods for local 
consumption or for exportation; type of work carried out in factories situated in industrial estates; give 
examples of Industrial Estates in Malta (Tal-Handaq Industrial Estate, San Gwann Industrial Estate; 
Xewkija Industrial Estate (Gozo)) 

Benefits of manufacturing industry:  

provision of jobs; production of goods; rise in rate of employment; learning of manual, mechanical, 
technical skills; strengthening of the private sector; strengthening of economy 

Negative impact on environment: 

emission of poisonous gases; noise pollution; production of waste material; contamination of sea 
water and fresh water, disturbing public use of land, greater risks to physical and mental health; risks 
to agricultural land, countryside, flora and fauna 

Candidates’ responses are to demonstrate critical thinking. 

 

6. Candidates can elaborate by writing at some length on developments in Malta as a sovereign and 
independent State.  Examples: 

 end of colonial times for Malta; 

 strengthening of international relations; 

 membership in the Commonwealth, Council of Europe (1965) and European Union (2004) 

 freedom to plan, set up and manage essential services like Air Malta. Sea Malta, the 

International Airport 

 designing and approving a national Constitution as the highest law 

 Parliament with full powers to legislate on all matters (except defence and finance matters); 

 Setting up and managing of authorities like the Broadcasting Authority. The Public Service 

Commission, the Constitutional Court; 

 Full control of Police Force; 

 Maltese Language as the national language and Maltese and English as official languages 

 The President as the head of State (instead of the British monarch) 
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Paper 2B 

 

The following Assessment Weighting is to be consulted in awarding of marks to Essay-type questions. 
However, adhere strictly to the marking scheme for each sub-question where relevant. 

 

Analysis 2 marks 

Application & context with examples 4 marks 

Comprehension of systems 5 marks 

Basic knowledge / recall facts 5 marks 

Technical terminology 4 marks 

 

 

Section A 

 

1. 

(a) An underground layer of water-bearing permeable rock layer (2 marks for the portrayal of this or a 
similar concept). 

(b) Perched aquifer:  the downward movement of rainwater mainly through Upper Coralline Limestone 
deposits and its collection above Blue Clay (3 marks for at least the majority of these points or the 
portrayal of a similar concept).   

Mean-sea-level aquifer:  a layer of water mainly found in Globigerina and Lower Coralline Limestone 
deposits which are held floating above brackish or saline water at sea level.  (3 marks for at least the 
majority of these points or the portrayal of a similar concept) 

Domestic water consumption: mean-sea-level aquifer (2 marks) 

(c) Possible answers can include: safeguarding against nitrate and sewage contamination (in the case 
of the perched aquifer); nitrate and salt contamination (in the case of the mean-sea-level aquifer). [2 
marks for each] (4)   

(d) Reverse osmosis plant in Malta.  One of the following: Ċirkewwa; Għar Lapsi; Pembroke (2) 

Reverse osmosis – the candidate’s answer must consist of a brief description of how salt water is 
converted into fresh, potable water. (4) 

 

2. 

a) Soil types of Malta – to mention and give some detail on the following: Terra Rossa, 
Carbonate Raw, Xerorendzina. [2 marks for each] (6) 

b) 2 marks are to be given for each type of weathering. (8) 
c) Possible answers include: the lack of maintenance of rubble walls; utilisation of artificial 

fertilizers; erosion caused by wind and rainfall; coastal erosion.  (3) 
d) Mention (1) and describe (2). Possible soil conservation measures include: rubble wall 

maintenance; contour ploughing; afforestation; employment of organic farming; flood water 
diversion; installation of windbreakers in fields. 
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Section B 

 
3. Candidates are expected to write notes or paragraphs related to these aspects in the development 
of education and schooling in Malta in the 19th and 20th centuries (4 x 5 = 20 marks) 
 

a) Education in early 19th century Malta: Candidates should give a brief explanation of the poor 
state of education in Malta in the 19th century and how illiteracy was the order of the day 
except for a very low percentage of the population. 

b) The Royal Commission of 1836: Candidates should explain how the Austin Lewis 
Commission advocated the opening of free primary schools in the main towns and villages 
and that Italian and English should be the official languages of the administration. 

c) The Royal Commission of 1878: Candidates should explain how Keenan advocated the rapid 
Anglicisation of Maltese education through the adoption of English taught through the medium 
of Maltese as the language of education and how this gave rise to the language question. 

d) The Language Question: Candidates should deal with the language problem which dominated 
Malta during the last years of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century. They 
should explain the rivalry between those supporting the introduction of the English language 
and those sticking to the Italian one culminating in the declaration of Maltese and English as 
the official languages in 1934. 

e) The Compulsory Attendance Acts: Candidates should explain how through various phases 
education became compulsory. Compulsory primary education was introduced through the 
Act of 1946, obligatory secondary education up to 14 years was introduced in 1970 and by 
the Act of 1974 the school leaving age was increased to 16 years. 

 
4. Candidates should write a paragraph on each of the given themes explaining their main features 
and functions (5 x 4 = 20 marks) 
 

a) Farmhouse: Candidates may explain how this is built near the fields, its various parts, the 
interior courtyard, the use of rubble walls, the well for water, the exterior staircase and how 
this generally consisted of one floor. Candidates should also explain their functions today 
namely that these farmhouses have been converted into houses of character which are very 
popular with tourists. 

b) Pigeon house:  Candidates should explain how this is generally found by an old farmhouse 
and is often built on high land. In its interior it displays two rows of holes where pigeons can 
nest and leave their eggs.  

c) Rubble walls: Candidates should explain how these divide one field from another and from 
the street, protect the soil from being washed away by rain, provide terraced fields which are 
easier to work, are built with great skill without using plastering, are an evidence of Arab rule 
and are ideal to the geographic conditions of Malta.   

d) Corbelled huts: Candidates should explain how these were built on the rubble wall style by 
stones found in the fields, has a reclining wall leading to the ceiling, has thick walls, has one 
door facing the East, may be square or round, is used for shelter from the sun rays, cold 
weather or rain and was also used for shelter to animals during storms.        

 
 
Section C 

 
5(a) Examples of service industry   (3) 

 the retailing industry (sales assistants, customer care staff, delivery personnel, cashiers) 

 tourism, banking and insurance services 

 the education and health services 

 public transport and taxi services 

 financial services 

 information and communication technologies services 

(b) Mentioning three measures as examples of human resource development:  (3) 
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the education system; lifelong learning programmes; in-service training programmes (work-related 
skills, IT skills, human relationship skills); apprenticeship schemes; E.U. funded programmes, student 
exchange and worker exchange programmes; accrediting  prior knowledge; education workshops by 
Trade Unions, political parties, church organisations; sensitising workers to occupational health and 
safety measures 

Commenting on two examples given, at least, by writing two sentences on each (4) 

 

(c) Explaining importance of human resources for Maltese economy:    (10) 

 lack of material resources is made up for by rich human resources; 

 little worth of material resources in the absence of human resources; 

 right disposition and readiness to learn; 

 ability of innovation and entrepreneurial skills; 

 development of IT substructure through human resource digital skills; 

 possibility of a more productive and competitive industry 

 creating a welcoming environment for tourists; 

 can create pressure groups, cooperatives, trade unions, political parties; 

 local, European and international business, vocational and educational exchanges; 

 increase in productivity and competitiveness through health human relations at place of work; 

 establishing practices of worker participation 

 

6(a) Explaining Constitutional Development (4) 

The Constitution as the supreme law of a country changes with the new social and political needs of 
society; historical and political developments in Malta were reflected in three major Constitutions: 
1921 Constitution which granted the self-government, 1947 Constitution which confirmed the law on 
universal suffrage approved by the National Assembly in 1945, and the 1964 Constitution granting 
Independence.  The Independence Constitution was amended by the absolute majority of the House 
of Representatives to introduce the Republic of Malta with the President as the Head of State. 

 

(b) 6 marks for mentioning three differences between Malta as an Independent State and Malta as a 
Republic, e.g. 

Independent State – 

 The King or Queen of Britain represented by a Governor-General still the Head of State; 

 All legislation passed by Maltese parliament had to be signed by the Governor-General; 

 Defence Agreement with UK retained presence of  military and naval forces and Malta being 

used as a military base 

Malta as Republic – 

 The Head of State is the President of the Republic; 

 Legislation approved by Maltese Parliament is signed and assented to by the President of the 

Republic; 

 No foreign military base is permitted on Maltese territory and Mala became a neutral state. 

 

6(c) Short notes on two of:    (5 marks each = 10 marks) 

(i) Universal suffrage in Malta: 

At the sitting of the National Assembly of 20 July 1945, Prime Minister Paul Boffa presented a motion 
that every Maltese male and female from the age of 18 should have the right to vote at general 
elections. The motion was approved after strong debate.  The authorities of the Church were against 
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the proposal, fearing this right would change women’s sheltered way of life.  Eventually, the Assembly 
agreed to give the right to vote to all men and women who were 21 years of age. The next step was 
for women to contest elections to Parliament    (5) 

(ii) Fundamental Rights and Freedoms of the Individual in the Constitution of Malta: The Constitution 
provides a Declaration of Principles indicating right to work, promotion of culture, rights of women 
workers and conditions of work, social assistance and insurance, free education, etc. Fundamental 
rights and freedoms of the individual, listed in Chapter IV fo the Constitution, include rights and 
freedoms of the individual; right to life; protection from arbitrary arrest or detention, forced labour, 
inhuman treatment, deprivation of property without compensation; protection for privacy of home or 
other property; secure protection of law; freedom of conscience and worship; freedom of expression; 
freedom of assembly and association; prohibition of deportation; freedom of movement; protection 
from discrimination on grounds of race, etc. (5) 

 (iii) The free movement of people and goods in the European Union: In the EU there are four basic 
freedoms – freedom of movement of people, goods, capital and services. Candidates are expected to 
elaborate on the freedom of movement of people and goods. EU Citizens are allowed to move to, live 
in, and in certain curcumstances access the welfare ssystem of the EU country to which they move. 
This is designed to support the economy of EU countris by providing a mobile work force. The 
Schengen Agreement provides for the elimination of border controls. The EU internal market is 
intended to be conducive to increased competition, specialisation, larger economies of scale allowing 
goods and factors of production to move to the areas where they are most valued – improves the 
efficiency of allocation of resources and provides for harmonisation of customs and taxation. (5) 

 


