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SEC GEOGRAPHY
MAY 2016 Session
Examiners’ Report

Part 1: STATISTICAL INFORMATION

Paper I consists of ten compulsory structured questions covering the breadth syllabus content as well as
a range of geographical skills. Questions 1 and 2 carry 16 marks each and the remainder a total of 48
marks distributed as shown in Table 1. The paper is marked out of a total of 80 marks and the marks
awarded to the field reports are added to it for a maximum of a 100 marks. Papers IIA and IIB are divided
into two sections each, with candidates having to answer two questions out of the four set in each of two
sections. The questions follow the sections as indicated in the syllabus. Each question answered in Paper
II carries a maximum of 25 marks with the four questions totaling 100 marks.

The table below shows the distribution of grades for the May 2016 session of the examination:

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL
PAPER A 17 31 34 23 14 - - 12 4 135
PAPER B - - - 9 15 8 9 10 15 66

TOTAL 17 31 34 32 29 8 9 22 19 201

% OF TOTAL 8.5 15.4 16.9 15.9 14.4 4.0 4.5 10.9 9.5 100.0

Part 2: GENERAL COMMENTS REGARDING CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE

The aggregate distribution for each paper and the average marks obtained overall are given in Tables 1
to 5.

Table 1: SEC Geography 2016, Paper I - Average results for each question and separately for
candidates opting for Paper A and Paper B

Question
number

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Max Marks 16 16 5 6 6 6 6 3 9 7 Total

Paper A 11.7 12.1 3.8 3.0 4.2 4.7 3.3 2.8 8.1 4.9 Total
58.6/80

=
73.25%

Paper B 7.5 8.8 1.9 1.0 2.9 2.5 2.0 2.6 6.8 3.2 39.2/80=

49.0%

Percentage
Difference
between
Paper  A
and B

35.9 27.3 50.0 33.3 31.0 46.8 40.0 7.1 16.0 34.7 33.2
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Table 1 shows the average marks obtained by candidates sitting for Paper A and Paper B, although this
was a common paper the differences for each question can be identified with an overall difference of
around 33 per cent. Three main groups of differences can be inferred. Questions 3, 6 and 7 asking about
latitudes and longitudes, bays and headlands, and settlement hierarchies respectively had a discrepancy
range of 40 to 50 percent between the candidates. The second category can be identified for questions 1,
2, 4, 5 and 10 dealing with map skills, locations, glacial environments, Mediterranean climate areas, and
classification of industries respectively. The third group shows questions 8 and 9 that asked candidates
about tourists visiting Malta and renewable energy sources with the least difference between answers
given by Paper A and Paper B candidates.

The overall conclusion for this section is shown in Table 2 and indicates that both sets of candidates
performed better at answers for questions 7 to 10 (human geography topics) than for questions 3-6
(physical geography topics) obtaining the following range of marks.

Table 2: SEC Geography 2016, Paper I – Percentage range of marks awarded in physical
geography questions and human geography questions for candidates opting for Paper A and
Paper B

Questions Physical Geography Human geography

Question numbers 3-6 7-10

Paper A 67.4% 76.4%

Paper B 36.0% 58.4%

Difference 31.4% 18.0%

Candidates’ choice of questions

Tables 3 and 4 present the questions chosen by candidates for each of the papers. As the examination
paper consists of two sections with four questions in each section with candidates expected to answer
two questions from section A (questions 1-4) and two questions from section B (5-8) each section. To
facilitate analysis and decipher candidates’ preferential choice the main theme of each question is also
given.

Table 3: SEC Geography 2016, Paper II A - Main theme and number of candidates* opting for each
question

Theme Landforms Rivers Volcanoes Cyclones DTM Cities Trading
bloc

TNCs

Question
Number

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Number of
candidates

50 70 116 25 85 67 28 76

*a total of 131 candidates
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Table 4: SEC Geography 2016, Paper II A - Main theme and number of candidates* opting for each
question

Theme Erosion
Deposition

Rock
type

Volcanoes Microclimate Urban
models

Migration Farming Footloose
industry

Question
Number

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Number of
candidates

10 33 37 20 7 51 28 14

 A total of 52candidates

The main strand that emerges from these tables is that for candidates sitting Paper 2A a more even
spread of choices in section B (human geography) is apparent than there is in section A (physical
geography) with questions on volcanoes and rivers being the most popular. As in previous years the
number of candidates preferring population geography was high. Two-thirds of the candidates opting to
sit for paper 2B preferred questions on volcanoes and rock type whilst the question on migration was
practically chosen by all candidates at the expense of questions on urban models and footloose industry.

As in previous examinations the difference in the performance by candidates taking Papers A and B is
significant with A candidates scoring overall about one-third more of the marks’ values. Table 5
demonstrates these differences.  Question 8 that dealt with TNCs in Paper A and footloose industries in
Paper B showed the greatest differences with A candidates being awarded two-thirds more marks than B
candidates. On the other side of the spectrum answers to question 6 dealing with urban geography
(Paper A) and migration (Paper B) were almost equal in the marks awarded. As for the other answers a
range of about 24 to 28 per cent more marks for A than for B papers was detected (questions 1, 3, 4 and
7). In Question 5 models were the main theme of both questions (DTM for Paper A and urban models for
Paper B) and had almost one-half more marks awarded for A candidates than those for B candidates
whilst question 2 registered a closer difference.

Table 5: SEC Geography 2016, Paper II - Average results for each question and separately for
candidates opting for Paper A and Paper B

Question
number

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Max marks 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25

Paper A 16.4 16.5 19.9 17.0 17.5 13.8 17.5 19.2 137.8/200=68.9%

Paper B 11.8 14.4 14.3 12.9 8.9 13.7 12.5 6.2 94.7/200=47.4%

Percentage
Difference
between
Paper  A
and B

28.0 12.7 28.1 24.1 49.1 0.1 28.6 67.7 31.2%

Although it might be difficult to draw conclusions from these data it might be timely to infer that there is a
broader difference in the performance by candidates when tackling human geography issues (questions
5-8) than physical geography themes (questions 1-4) . To conclude this section of the report Table 6 was
drawn up to show the overall differences between candidates sitting for Paper A and those opting for
Paper B with Paper A candidates obtaining significantly more marks.
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Table 6: SEC Geography 2016 - All papers and Reports

Fieldwork Reports

Each candidate had to present two fieldwork reports done under the teachers’ guidance: one report
dealing with an aspect of human geography the other on physical geography. The overall average mark
obtained was 15.5/20, equivalent to 77.5% for Paper A candidates and 12.8/20. Overall Paper A
candidates were awarded 13.5% more marks. Most of the candidates presented reports that were a
reflection of what was expected from the range of skills to be practiced. Tutors are to be commended for
the hard work put in to take candidates out on appropriate sites for data collection and overall geographic
evaluation. The sites chosen were a clear reflection of the physical and human geographic assets found
in Malta. In addition, candidates were also made aware of the challenges faced locally by rapid economic
and urban development. However a number of factors need to be addressed to assist in better
presentation and evaluation of the data collected:

 Integrating tables and figures with the text, such as stating that a particular table, map, sketch or
graph illustrates a specific theme in the write-up;

 Including an appropriate reference or bibliography at the end of the project to show that an
element of reading around the subject was done throughout, citing both local and foreign sources;

 Illustrating the project with plates (photographs) must not be the overall theme and overshadow
the other contents in the project, but these should be limited, well-captioned, and if possible also
annotated where important characteristics need to be enhanced; and

 Mentioning in a short paragraph the skills employed to bring the final presentation up to standard
and thus showcase the candidate’s learning outcomes;

Paper 1

Question 1

The average mark for Paper A candidates was rather elevated due to a good performance in parts b and
c, giving compass directions of set identifiable features and measuring the length of a part of the
coastline. The parts dealing with the six-figure references and giving three reasons why Marsaxlokk Bay
has many archaeological and historical sites were rather poor especially with candidates taking paper B.

Question 2

The majority of the candidates were able to locate the major ports and rivers by matching the given name
with the number marked on the map. However only a few were able to name all the countries and the
major seas marked on the map. Considering that all these place-names are listed in the syllabus a better
performance was expected.

Maximum mark Paper I Report Total Paper II Total/200 Total/100

Candidates sitting for
Paper A

58.6 15.5 74.1 68.9 143.0 71.5

Candidates sitting for
Paper B

49.0 12.8 61.8 47.4 109.2 54.6

Percentage Difference
between Paper  A and
B candidates

16.4 17.4 16.6 31.2 23.6 23.6
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Question 3

The majority could establish the position of the Equator and of the Greenwich Prime Meridian. A small
number of candidates were also able to name the tropics as well as but the lack of accuracy in the some
answer brought down the average mark in paper B candidates.

Question 4

This question proved to be the most difficult for candidates. It showed that the majority lacked substantial
knowledge of the features of glacial environments and the correct answers were linked to those
candidates who performed well throughout the examination.

Question 5

The answers to this question were expected to be sharper as the aid of a map should have facilitated
responses. However a number of candidates gave the names of the countries rather than the areas
where the Mediterranean climate prevails and very few were aware that areas with a Mediterranean type
of climate are located on the west side of the continent. Those giving correct answers demonstrated a
good knowledge

Question 6

A good number of candidates answered correctly as to how headlands and bays form however, some
candidates only explained part of the question as they failed to explain the links between the two.

Question 7

It was unfortunate that several candidates confused the ranking of the primate city with conurbation and
some even listed the hierarchy in an inverted manner starting from the smallest to the largest when the
question set out the scale appropriately.

Question 8

Almost all the candidates answered this question correctly demonstrating a good knowledge of the
geographies that influence tourists to visit Malta.

Question 9

The majority of the candidates were able to list and explain different types of renewable energy sources
and the overall marks awarded were commendable. It was only that there were a few candidates who
gave incorrect answers that the average mark for paper B candidates was lowered.

Question 10

Although the majority of the candidates knew the classification of industries very few candidates sketched
the triangular graph and labelled it accurately and some left parts of question out.
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PAPER IIA

Paper 2A was composed of 2 sections.  The candidates had to answer two questions from each section.
Section A was composed of Questions 1 to 4 and Section B was composed of Questions 5 to 8.  Each
question had a total of 25 marks.   This report is based on the answers provided by the candidates.  Out
of the 100 candidates registered four were absent.  Hence 96 candidates sat for the exam. One candidate
answered all the questions, and as instructed the first two questions of each section only were marked.

Section A

Question 1:

Question 1 regarded limestone formations. This was one of the least selected questions. Only 37
candidates selected it. Some candidates confused the topic with coastal landforms. In Question 1a, few
candidates knew that Upper and Lower Coralline Limestone form karst landscapes in the Maltese Islands.
The factors that influence limestone landforms were explained in a generally correct manner. In Question
1b, many candidates explained cave formation in terms of coastal geography – still, some marks were
allotted to the expansion of joints. The majority of candidates answered Question 1c correctly in terms of
stalactites and stalagmites.

Question 2:

Question 2 was about rivers, and it was answered by 53 candidates. Generally, the candidates answered
the questions correctly. Some of the candidates, however, mistook the four processes for river formations
and a substantial number of candidates answered the question in relation to the four processes of river
erosion rather than transport. The diagrams drawn by the candidates, at times left much to be desired,
particularly regarding the level of detail, labelling, and neatness. The analysis of the answers to Question
2a is divided in two. Some candidates understood the question completely, followed by a correct diagram.
Some marks were still allotted due to the mentioning of different sized sediments. Answers to the
attraction of rivers (Question 2b) and the negative impacts of deforestation and urbanisation (Question
2c) were mostly correct, with further details on the leading effects of such negative impacts.

Question 3:

Question 3 was about plate tectonics. Most of the candidates (86) answered this question. Not all
candidates knew exactly the definition of a composite volcano; some answers indicated that the
candidates were confused and many candidates answered in relation to a volcano rather than a
composite volcano – some marks were allotted to the description of plate tectonics. The difference
between the three types of volcanoes (Question 3b) was correctly interpreted by most candidates, as was
the explanation and discussion of Question 3c and 3d.

Question 4:

Question 4 dealt with tropical cyclones. It was the least selected question, only 16 candidates answered
it. In part a, some candidates described the areas that are prone to tropical cyclones, rather than
providing actual names. The diagram to Question 4b was not always illustrated. The part that seemed to
confuse the candidates was part ‘c’; they seemed to focus more on the second part of the question
(“...and how these affect the local communities”) rather than addressing both parts (including: “Discuss
three extreme weather phenomena caused by tropical cyclones...”). Discussion of weather phenomena in
Question 4c centred mostly on high winds, storms and damages to housing and livelihood.

Section B

Question 5:

Question 5 regarded the Demographic Transition Model. It was one of the most selected questions in
section B; 65 candidates answered it. The majority of candidates explained the five stages of the DTM
correctly (Question 5a i), with varying levels of details. However some candidates lost marks in the level
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of detail given to the explanation of the DTM, and poor labelling of the diagram. Some candidates
explained the DTM in terms of the population pyramid and whilst some marks were awarded, marks were
lost in this question. Explanations for Question 5b were usually correct.

Question 6:

This question was about cities, and 47 candidates answered it. At times candidates confused the
meanings of ‘mega-city’ and ‘primate city’, or did not know the definition. A few candidates also confused
the meanings of push factors and pull factors. The definitions of Mega-city and Primate City (Question 6a)
were only answered correctly by a few candidates, whilst the majority referred to just large population
numbers. Rural push factors and urban pull factors centred on the lack or supply of job opportunities and
services (Question 6b). Question 6c focused on Cairo, however, few candidates were familiar with this
particular case study. Very few candidates explained the answer fully with regards to the three listed
issues in the question (population, labour and economics). The answers on the negative effects of
primate cities (Question 6c) were often discussed appropriately.

Question 7:

Question 7 was about trade; 21 candidates answered it. Of the few candidates that opted for this
question, the majority knew the definition of a trading bloc (Question 7a) and the examples (Question 7b).
At times candidates were not exhaustive in their answers to parts ‘c’ and ‘d’ and the advantages and
disadvantages of trading blocs were most often not discussed but just listed The economic and social
indicators of development (Question 7d) were known by the candidates.

Question 8:

Question 8 was about transnational corporations (TNCs). Fifty-nine candidates answered this question.
The definitions of a TNC were generally correct (Question 8a), followed by appropriate examples
(Question 8b). Questions c and d, were to be answered through discussion however many candidates
opted to list them in bullet forms. Some of the candidates were confused when answering part ‘d’, it
seems that they were not aware of the difference between ‘globalisation’, and ‘industrial activity’.

PAPER IIB

Question 1
Question 1a specifies the need to draw a labelled diagram, however most candidates did not label the
diagram or did not even draw one. The majority of the candidates were not familiar with coastal
management and techniques of human intervention (Question 2b).

Question 2
The majority of candidates knew that Malta’s rocks are sedimentary (Question 2b), and when igneous
rocks were chosen in Question 2a, they answered with a correct example.
However, many candidates were not familiar enough with Malta’s rock layers (Question 2c).
Many diagrams were not correctly drawn.

Question 3
The majority of candidates gave the definition of volcano in the generic sense of plate tectonics. Whilst
some marks were given due to this, only few candidates described continued eruption and ash flows that
form a composite volcano (Question 3a). A number of candidates drew correct diagrams (Question 3b).
Benefits and hazards of volcanoes
(Question 3c) were answered, however, most often in a few words rather than a proper explanation.
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Question 4
The general meaning of a microclimate was understood by the few candidates in answers to Question 4a.
In Question 4b, many candidates mentioned temperature, precipitation and air quality, but did not go into
a lot of detail.

Question 5
Very few candidates opted for this question. In Question 5a, many candidates misunderstood the factors
of settlement location to services rather than natural site features. Good general knowledge of the
Burgess Concentric Model was shown by some candidates in Question 5b.

Question 6
Push and pull factors (Question 6a) were most often answered correctly however a substantial number of
candidates misunderstood Question 6b for a country experiencing immigration rather than emigration.
Minimal discussion of immigration with only a few candidates mentioning the case study listed in the
question (Question 6c).

Question 7
In Question 7a, many candidates connected each of the items listed in the three columns together with
inputs related to outputs, rather than in relation to farming as asked for in the question. Instead of a
discussion to Question 7b, many candidates opted to list environmental impacts. Or else, candidates
wrote about positive impacts of farming related to profit, rather than on the environmental impacts of
farming.

Question 8
Many candidates had no idea of the meaning of a footloose industry (Question 8a), and instead described
it in the definition of a TNC or the quaternary industry. In Question 8b, candidates focused only on
transport and economy as to the location of footloose industries. Concerning the local scenario (Question
8c), many mentioned food and tourism services rather than computing and finance.

Chairperson
Examiners’ Panel 2016


