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Part 1: Statistical Information 

The distribution of grades awarded in the May 2016 session is given in the table below.  

Grade A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 6 9 22 12 6 2 8 65 

% of 
Total 

9.2 13.8 33.8 18.5 9.2 3.1 12.3 100 

Table 1:  The distribution of grades in Home Economics and Human Ecology at Intermediate level 

Part 2: Comments regarding the candidates’ performa nce  

The overall performance of the candidates in this session was good considering that about 85% of the 
candidates obtained grades ranging from Grades A to E. 

The number and percentage of candidates who answered the different questions in Section B of the 
examination paper are given in Table 2. 

Question Topic No. of 
Candidates 

% of Candidates 
(n=65) 

1 Waste management services  31 48 
2 Family finance and managing family and 

work responsibilities 
54 83 

3 Food poisoning 35 54 
4 Relationship between diet and health 50 77 

Table 2:  Number of candidates opting for the different questions in Section B 

2.0: Comments on the written examination  

2.1: Comment regarding the performance in Section A  

All candidates attempted the questions in this section of the paper.  Some candidates obtained no 
marks for different questions.  The candidates’ overall performance in Section A was unsatisfactory; 
the total average mark obtained was 15/40. The highest total mark obtained in this section was 30/40 
and the lowest total mark was 11/40.   

Question 1:  In general, most candidates gave appropriate answers for both parts of the question on 
ready-made soups.  

Question 2: This question proved challenging for most candidates. The answers provided were very 
vague, such as ‘Quinoa is healthy’ or ‘Quinoa is good for coeliacs’. The candidates failed to elaborate 
and give the reasons behind such statements.  

Question 3:  The majority of candidates outlined correctly the difference between major minerals and 
trace elements, and the function of iodine.  Some candidates failed to give the main function and 
name one dietary source of fluoride.  Few candidates mentioned toothpaste which is not a dietary 
source of fluoride.  
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Question 4: This question was well-addressed by the majority of candidates. However, some 
mentioned the role of fat rather than the role of essential fatty acids.  

Question 5:  Overall, most candidates were successful in explaining the term fortification in food 
production and provided valid reasons why food is fortified.  

Question 6: The candidates showed adequate knowledge when tackling this question. Some 
candidates lost marks as they gave reasons which were not related to single parents with young 
children as required in the questions. 

Question 7: The candidates did not have any difficulty in answering this question.  Few candidates 
lost marks due to repeated answers regarding the implications of dementia sufferers on their families 
and on the nation. 

Question 8: This question proved difficult for nearly all candidates.  Marks were lost for the answers 
provided for the first part, where candidates gave wrong answers showing lack of knowledge about 
the nutrition of pregnant and lactating women.  The second part of the question proved less 
challenging for most candidates. Only few candidates obtained full marks for the third part of the 
question.  It was clear that candidates were not prepared to tackle the question about the need of 
Vitamin K by newborn babies. 

Question 9: The candidates scored well in this question about organic farming.  The positive impacts 
of organic farming on human health and the natural environment were explained in sufficient detail by 
the candidates.  Very few candidates lost marks for repeating the same answers for the different parts 
of the question. 

Question 10: Full marks were awarded to the absolute majority of the candidates answering this 
question. Candidates tackled this question with ease and showed that they were aware of the 
importance of children’s intellectual and emotional development. 

2.2 Comments regarding candidates’ performance in S ection B 

Question 1 

This question about waste management was the least popular.  The average mark obtained was 9.2 
out of the possible maximum 20 marks. Sixty-seven percent of the candidates who attempted this 
question obtained less than 10 marks. 

a) The majority of the candidates explained the term engineered landfill. However, most of 
definitions given were very brief. There were some candidates who mixed up what type of 
waste is accepted and not accepted/permitted in an engineered landfill.  

b) Very few candidates managed to give correct answers regarding the advantages of 
engineered landfill over a regular landfill. Most were unable to elaborate more than that ‘waste 
disposed in an engineered landfill generates energy’.  

c) Most candidates provided correct answers regarding the advantages of the widespread 
availability of Civic Amenity Sites and the type of waste that can be disposed of in these sites.  

d) Most candidates were unaware that there is a difference between the black organic waste 
bag and the grey recycling bag.  Therefore, marks were lost for part (i) of the question. 

e) The majority of the candidates were unable to mention five correct ways how the family can 
work towards a zero-waste household. Very few candidates managed to acquire full marks in 
this question.  
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Question 2  

This question about family finance and managing family and work responsibilities was the most 
popular.  The average mark scored was 9.7 out of 20 marks. 

Part A 

a) The majority of the candidates tackled this part of the question well, providing good 
explanations of the term budgeting and outlining its importance. 

b) Some candidates failed to answer this part of the question related to the steps involved in 
working out a budget.  

c) The majority of the candidates outlined correctly the importance of reviewing the budget 
periodically.  Some lost marks for answering too briefly. 

 Part B 

a) Some candidates lost marks for giving very brief answers without providing appropriate 
explanations on how parents in the given situation can share the household workload.   

b) The majority of the candidates tackled this part of the question well, proving valid ways on 
how the arrival of the child can help the foreign father integrate in the community. 

c) Only few candidates encountered difficulties in outlining the benefits that a child can 
experience when having parents of different nationalities.  

 
Question 3 

This question about food poisoning was not very popular with the candidates. The average mark 
scored was 13.6 out of 20 marks, showing that candidates fared better than in the other questions. 

a) Most candidates gave a good definition to the term food-borne illness. 

b) The majority of candidates tackled this part of the question well. 

c) Most candidates lost marks related to salmonellosis and campylobacteriosis.  It was very 
evident from the answers that candidates were not knowledgeable about symptoms, 
incubation period and the associated foods. 

d) Some candidates failed to answer this part of this question correctly and marks were lost for 
repeated answers.  

e) Very few candidates answered this question correctly.  Most suggested all sorts of wrong 
steps to be taken by a parent of a 4-year old child who shows symptoms of food poisoning.  
Some even suggested ‘calling 112’. 

Question 4 

This question about the relationship between diet and health was as popular as Question 2. The 
average mark obtained by the candidates was 15.6 out of a possible 20 marks. 

a) The majority of candidates gave correct answers when explaining how doing regular physical 
exercise may help children maintain an appropriate weight. Some candidates lost marks for 
giving vague and ambiguous answers. 

b) Most candidates gained full marks for this part of this question. 

c) The majority of the candidates answered this question correctly.  In some cases, the answers 
were extensive and candidates obtained full marks. 

d) Most candidate gained full marks for this question.   



IM EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2016 
 

5 

 

e) The majority of the candidates gave correct answers.  However, some candidates went out of 
point when answering part of the question, while others failed to tackle all the question, with 
most of these leaving out the justification part of the question. 

f) Most candidates gave the appropriate modifications that could be made to the ham and 
cheese sandwich. 
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