
 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF MALTA 

SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

MAY 2017 

 

 

 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATRICULATION AND SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE 

EXAMINATIONS BOARD 



 SEC EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2017  

2 
 

SEC ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 MAY 2017 SESSION 

 EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 

STATISTICAL 
DATA 

 The table below summarises the distribution of Grades for Paper A and B. 
 
Distribution of Grades 
 
 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 109 185 454 417 250     220 26 1661 

PAPER B       125 87 151 104 126 43 636 

TOTAL 109 185 454 542 337 151 104 346 69 2297 

% OF TOTAL 4.75 8.05 19.76 23.60 14.67 6.57 4.53 15.06 3.00 100 

 
 

PAPER 1 
SECTION A 
 
POETRY 
 

  

General 
Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Specific 
Comments 

 
The subject matter of the poem was one most candidates could relate to. Written in the first 
person, the persona in the poem reminisces about the summer afternoons spent in the 
basement playing with his toy train.  
 
The poem given was at the right level and was accessible to the great majority of candidates. 
Very few candidates failed to answer most of the questions and the great majority made a 
visible effort to answer all questions fully. 
 

1 The majority of candidates gave the correct answer. 

2a Most answered correctly. There is a distinct sense of looking back in the poem with a sense 
of fascination with the train. The persona is speaking about this special childhood bond from 
a later stage in life.  
 

2b 
 

Many candidates were able to back up their answer to 2a by referring to the sense of the 
boy’s admiration of the train, the almost hypnotic effect that its circling of the tracks had on 
him and how these moments on his own were made special through this toy. 
 

3a 
 
 
 
 

3b    

A good number of candidates answered correctly by mentioning both the persona and the 
train. Some candidates wrote that the eye belonged to the persona. A handful of them 
understood ‘bear down on me’ as if ‘bear’ was a soft toy and so they wrote that one of the 
eyes belonged to the bear soft toy.   
 
Few candidates managed to write about the element of personification or the existence of a 
connection between the train and the boy in the answer. Unfortunately, a number of 
candidates did not manage to capture the bond between the persona and the train. 
 

4 
 

The great majority of candidates answered this question. They either mentioned the fact that 
the boy makes a list of items or else jotted down the words ‘fake’, ‘metallic’ or ‘dangling’.  
 
 

5 Most candidates managed to get the full marks here. A lot of candidates included words like 
‘eye’ and ‘narrow’, which were incorrect.  A small number of candidates ignored the question 
and wrote whole lines instead of single words.  
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6 Very few candidates were awarded full marks in this answer. The candidates who were 

awarded marks for their answers mentioned things like ‘wanting to escape’; the fact that the 
boy was in ‘awe’, ‘amazed’ or ‘astonished’. A few even mentioned the metaphoric meaning. A 
number of candidates failed to understand the metaphoric meaning and took the expression 
literally suggesting the persona wanted to be literally blinded by the train.  
 

7a Most of the candidates got the answer correct but there were others who wrote the following: 
‘Shakesperean meter’, ‘shackespeare’, ‘poetic licence’, ‘caesura’, ‘hyperbole’, and ‘free 
verse’.  Some struggled with the correct spelling of ‘enjambement’.  
 

7b 
 
 

                           
                           
                     8 
                            

 
 

While a good number of candidates referred to the idea of mimicking the train going round 
and round the track, others simply wrote things like ‘the effect on the poem is that it has a 
smooth and quick rhythm’ or that it ‘gives more flow to the poem and keep the reader 
interested’.  Some answers were too vague and hence could not be awarded the full marks. 
 
Most candidates lost marks in this question because they either answered the question 
vaguely, or, more often, because they did not back up their answer with the diction used by 
the poet to convey the feelings they identified, as required by the question. Most candidates 
made a long list of feelings expressed by the persona without quoting the diction used to 
express these emotions and feelings. A few candidates only paraphrased the last part of the 
poem without giving attention to the feelings expressed. Good answers included close 
reference to the poem and comments on the use of visual, auditory and tactile images used 
to convey the emotions felt by the persona. 
 

SECTION B 
PROSE 
 

 

General 
Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Specific 
Comments 

This year’s unseen prose passage was infused with a sense of shock and sadness as the 
third person narrator informs us that the protagonist is a young school boy, David, who 
receives the news, he had been fearfully expecting, that his mother had passed away.  
 
Most candidates seem to have understood the passage and were also sensitive to finer 
aspects such as tone and mood. A good number of candidates profited from this 
understanding and attempted to answer the questions well. However, other candidates 
constantly limited their answers, thus lacking fullness and clarity of explanation. Too often, 
answers are further undermined because of serious language shortcomings. 

1 The majority of the candidates answered this question correctly. Very few opted for ‘a first-
person narrator’. 
 

2 
 

The majority of the candidates answered the question correctly. For some reason, quite a few 
answered ‘alliteration’ for the personification/metaphor and underlined all the /s/ sounds in 
‘his eyes found David’s’. 
 

3 A good number of candidates particularly those taking Option A, made reference to both Mr 
Benjamin’s usual stiff stance and rather seeming lack of empathy with his candidates as well 
as his more humane side when David is informed of his mother’s death. Other candidates; 
however, simply ignored the question and wrote things like, ‘he had a watch’, or ‘he reminded 
candidates of the time’ or other facts simply lifted or paraphrased from the given text. 
 

4 Quite a number of candidates answered this question correctly precisely because they opted 
to go beyond comprehension and tried to explain the effectiveness of the repetition. Answers 
included words/phrases like ‘tension’, hopelessness’, ‘end of suspense’, ‘resignation’- words 
are precisely the kind of metalanguage one would like to see more of in candidates’ answers. 
Unfortunately, there is always a group of candidates that insists on explaining the meaning 
rather than the effectiveness of a literary device. 
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5 
 
 
 

A good percentage of the candidates also managed to write answers that suggest critical 
engagement with the text by trying to focus on the effect of the contrast. Most managed to 
really speak of the contrast by including in their answer both the long and the contrasting 
short sentences. The majority; however, only wrote about the effect of the short sentences 
(their understanding of the contrast being implied rather than explicitly stated). 

6 A good number of candidates answered the question in an acceptable manner but were 
generally very economical with words so that while one could sense they knew the answer 
their responses were/felt too cut and dry so that what they probably understood was often not 
clearly reflected in what they wrote. Candidates need to be aware of the fact that if a question 
carries four marks, the answer being expected is unlikely to be a short one or a phrase made 
up of a couple of words. 
 

7 The question gave candidates a number of possibilities. The word ‘blur’ could be said to 
describe how unfocused the boy is, or the fact that he is not fully certain of what is happening 
or his future, or to the way he is literally seeing things because of his crying. These 
possibilities helped candidates perform well in this question as the greater majority of 
candidates mentioned one or more of these possibilities. In spite of this, some candidates 
gave answers that were limited and lacking. For example, ‘The boy is/was crying.’ is not a 
good enough answer as it lacks the fullness of explanation required by the question. 
 

8 
 
 
 
 

 

Answers to this question varied. Some answers were limited to a summary or randomly 
selected paraphrasing of parts. Such answers do not reflect a clear understanding of the 
nature of the last task in the analysis. The text presents a number of strategies employed by 
the boy and these are not limited to the last part of the passage (as a good number of 
candidates seem to have assumed). A few gave excellent answers which evidenced a) 
reference to the whole text; b) a focus on coping strategies; c) greater concern with 
author/devices than the main character. 
 

PAPER IIA 
 
STECION A 
DRAMA 
 
General 
Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
The most important aspects that an examiner looks for in the English Literature examination 
are whether candidates have read the text thoroughly and with sensitivity. The majority of the 
responses to this year’s drama questions showed that candidates had a good knowledge of 
the play they had studied. It is also heartening to note that there were answers in both Paper 
A and Paper B that were focused, well-structured and with close reference to the text. 
Needless to say, these answers scored a high mark. However, there were a considerable 
number of candidates whose answers consisted of one long paragraph. 
Other shortcomings include the following: 

a) introductions that bore no relevance to the set question 
b) irrelevance in information given 
c) lack of reference to the text 
d) the misuse of quotations – quotes thrown in without being related to the preceding 

context  
e) poor syntax and expression 
f) insufficient focus on the key words in the question. For instance, the focus of one of 

the questions in the play Macbeth was ‘bloody execution’ and so the candidates were 
somehow expected to make some kind of reference to bloodshed. However, this was 
not always the case. Moreover, if a particular title asks candidates to ‘Compare and 
Contrast’ two characters from a specific play, responses require a focus on both 
similarities and differences and not on one aspect only as was the case with some of 
the essays. 
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Specific 
Comments 
                    
                   1a 

 
 

1b 
 
 

1c 
 

 
 
 
On the whole, answers were quite sketchy. There was no reference to the conversation 
between Maria and Feste or what Olivia was threatening to do to Feste and why. 
 
The relationship between Olivia and Feste was not sufficiently developed in some essays 
presented. 
 
There was limited analysis of Feste’s wit and wisdom. Most answers even lacked a reference 
to his verbal skills. 
 

2 
 
 

Most of the answers to this were good and well-focused. 

3 Very few candidates opted for this question. Those who chose this title referred to the 
following characters: Orsino, Viola, Olivia and Malvolio. 
 

4a 
 

 
4b 

 
 

4c 

Candidates identified the circumstances that lead to the given conversation and answered in 
sufficient detail. 
 
Answers were not focused on the importance of the two characters, that is, Jessica and 
Lorenzo. 
 
Candidates showed considerable knowledge about the theme of betrayal. 
 

5 
 
 
 

This was an argumentative type of question. Though answers were generally focused on 
Shylock’s love of money, they tended to be sketchy and lacked sufficient examples from the 
play. The better answers referred to the general hatred between Jews and Christians and 
contrasted Antonio’s and Shylock’s attitude to money. 
 

6 This was a popular question. Candidates had a good grasp of the different kinds of contrasts 
in the play. 
 

7a 
 
 

7b 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7c 

Candidates were aware of the immediate circumstances in which the given lines are spoken 
but answers either lacked important detail or included irrelevant material. 
 
In this answer, candidates could have argued that Lady Macbeth does not know her husband 
well because she is not aware that he is taking the initiative to order the killing of others in 
order to fulfil his ambitions to the throne. At the same time, candidates could also have 
contended that, to a certain extent, Lady Macbeth does know her husband well as she is 
aware of his hesitations and the probability of having second thoughts. However, the 
arguments presented by the candidates were generally not convincing. In fact, many 
candidates do not seem to know that Lady Macbeth had no knowledge of Banquo’s murder. 
Moreover, a few candidates did not limit themselves to the given passage. 
 
Many answers were out of point. Those that were focused were limited to the apparitions at 
the end of the play. Very few candidates referred to Duncan’s comment on arriving at 
Macbeth’s castle or to how, at the beginning, the witches won Macbeth’s trust by making 
some of the prophecies come true. 
 

8 
 

 
 

This was by far the most popular question. There were a couple of excellent answers but 
most were not satisfactory. The weak ones did not refer to the battle at the beginning of the 
play and the way Macbeth fought in that battle. Thus, most of the answers consisted of a list 
of murders commissioned by Macbeth with no reference whatsoever to the imagery of blood. 
The answers that were awarded a good grade were those that focused on the initial battle 
and showed that the bloodshed there was justified and then traced Macbeth’s decline to 
show how from a hero he had turned into a butcher and a tyrant. 
 

9 This was the second most popular question. Answers were generally not focused on ‘the 
importance’ of night, sleep and dream in the play, and they even tended to be sketchy. One 
would expect a reference to the witches in this answer but this was sadly absent in the 
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majority of the answers. Also, in most cases, the only reference to dreams was the 
sleepwalking scene. 

10 This question was very popular and there were some very good answers. 
 

11 Only a few candidates opted for this question. They showed an awareness of Alfieri’s dual 
role as a narrator and a character in the play. 
 

  12 This was not a popular choice. Answers lacked background information and gave more 
importance to Beatrice’s fear than to her joy. 
 

13 This was the most popular question with regard to these two texts. Candidates generally 
gave a very good account of the events that led Billy to steal a book but then concentrated on 
Jud’s bullying of Billy. What the quotation reveals is a difference in attitude to money and 
‘education’ between the brothers. 
 

14 Answers to this tended to be narrative rather than analytical. Candidates had difficulty in 
highlighting a particular emotion and showing who expresses it and how it is expressed in the 
play. 
 

15 Answers were quite mixed. Some were better informed on Billy’s process of maturity than 
Helen’s. In Helen’s case, there was no reference to her carefree nature at the beginning or 
her mother’s treating her as a child and simply referred to her decision to keep the baby and 
continue her studies. 
 

SECTION C 
PROSE  
 
General 
Comments 
 

 
 
 
 

 The use of linking words is recommended to begin paragraphs and essays must be 
structured in paragraphs and punctuated properly. 
 

 Many answers followed a predictable path, and came across as unimpressive and 
dull. The use of original and thoughtful ideas is recommended.  
 

 Candidates must avoid paraphrasing as much as possible and instead, engage more 
in personal response.  
 

 Essays are not always coherent and easy to follow simply because candidates fail to 
plan and structure their work before writing the final product.  

 
Specific 
Comments 

 
1 

 
 

 
 
 
This question was attempted by only a handful of candidates, and answers were extremely 
superficial to the extent that there were no valid links to conflict or to the novel itself. 

2 
 

Efforts to answer this question were basic and rather limited. 

3 A candidate attempted this question but the message was too vague to be awarded enough 
marks.  There was hardly any real effort to tackle the various interpretations of the idea of the 
‘monster’ found in the novel. 
 
 

4 A good number of acceptable answers with candidates making the right choice with regard to 
the selected short stories but even more importantly focusing on those elements that 
contribute to the sense of horror and macabre. The more popular short stories were ‘The 
Landlady’, ‘Royal Jelly’ and ‘Man from the South’. Some of the answers, particularly on ‘Man 
from the South’ evidenced not just good knowledge of the story but good referencing and 
specific details to support what was being said. 
 

5 Quite a popular question.  The candidates who opted for this question offered a range of 
abilities. The typical downside was the irresistible inclination to let storytelling take over the 
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analytical angle.  The better essays focused on the author’s ability to play with setting, 
irregular characters, unimaginable twists and even the magnetism of the dark humour.  They 
also inserted relevant quotes and critical response. The classic essay discussed the theme 
very casually at the end of the essay, often as an afterthought to storytelling.  Several stories 
were chosen but the most popular being ‘The Umbrella Man’, ‘The Landlady’, ‘Mrs Bixby and 
the Colonel’s coat’ and ‘Neck’. 
 

6 Candidates evidenced very good knowledge of the stories, good choice of short stories to 
write about but limited thinking as to what the question is really about. This question focused 
on how seemingly mundane events act as a platform for the particular events that follow. The 
better answer needed to clearly highlight the simple and ordinary and how this escalated to a 
different level by the end of the story. Few of the candidates that chose this question were 
uniquely concerned with maintaining focus on this shift, transition, change supporting and 
grounding this in the story. Too many felt that by summarising the whole story they would 
have answered the question. 
 

7 Most of the candidates opting for this question understood the question and answered 
correctly. Most could easily mention the differences between the pigs and the followers in 
animal farm. The contrast part of the question was relatively easy. The comparison part was 
less so but some candidates did exceptionally well because they focused on characteristic 
and behaviour and even managed to mention certain similarities between the egoism and 
indifference of the leaders and that of the followers. In general, the candidates showed a high 
level of knowledge and knew their quotes well enough. The introduction and the conclusion 
were indispensable tools and lent the essay an impressive effect.   
 

8 This was the least popular essay but a good number of candidates that answered this 
question performed acceptably well. Obviously, the question on the song is actually 
concerned with the philosophy, attitude, politics and other elements related to what happens 
in the novella. Candidates knew the book well and the better ones steered away from just 
narrative in answering this question. They often traced the changes that occurred grounding 
their answers in the text often with great detail and most valid quotes. 
 

9 This was the second most popular choice on this text. The candidates found it relatively easy 
to write about the theme of ambition particularly in relation to the more popular characters. 
Unfortunately, a number of candidates limited their answer to ambition and the desire to lead 
ignoring other forms of ambition (such as making life better for others or self-government) or 
lack of any ambition in some characters.  
  

10 In general, the candidates showed very good knowledge of the novel and knew how to 
juxtapose examples of authority and lack of it. The most common examples chosen were 
Father’s and Kotler’s fearful roles of power, a gift denied to others like mother, Pavel, Shmuel 
and the Jews in captivity.  Most candidates offered a valid analysis of this unfair distribution of 
power. A few bland essays focused on the plot and failed to mention significant points. In 
general, most candidates fared well. 
 

11 The candidates that answered this question knew what the question expected of them and 
they managed to clearly trace the changes in Gretel throughout the novel – her introduction 
as a child at the beginning of the novel and her behaviour as a Nazi adolescent towards the 
end of the novel. Candidates evidenced a good knowledge of the narrative and could support 
well the points with clear references. Very few of these answers did not include a reference to 
her dolls and childish behaviour, her interest in Kotler, her sterner behaviour, her distancing 
from her brother and the maps replacing her dolls. All this is valid content. 
 

12 
 

The candidates that answered this question were generally correct in drawing both the 
similarities and differences in the relationships between Bruno and his father and mother. 
Again, very good knowledge of the text helped the candidates to write most valid answers. 
Often, answers followed the expected convention in writing argument - that a point would be  
supported with clear examples from the novel. Rarely did candidates answering this question 
drift into just narrative. 
 

13 A good number of candidates answered this question. Most were correct but tended to be 
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limited in the interpretation of heroism and cowardice. As expected, most candidates focused 
too much or exclusively on Charlie when writing about heroism. The examples given included 
his fighting bullies, his resistance to orders in the military and his constant support of Tommo. 
This is definitely correct but a few better candidates explore the issue further. Few candidates 
for example, considered Ms Peaceful’s life struggle or the boy’s constant support of Big Joe 
as heroism. Also, too many wrote simply about Tommo when writing about cowardice 
ignoring, for example, the possibility of considering Sergeant Hanley or Grandma Wolf or the 
Colonel as cowards. 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

The candidates realised that this question asked them to write about the flashbacks that 
Tommo thinks about in the night before his brother’s execution. Very few candidates made 
reference to episodes that could possibly be considered as incorrect. The major distinction 
between answers was that some candidates simply wrote essays with random and erratic 
references to incidents while others tried to cluster ideas into paragraphs that had some kind 
of focus. 
 

15 
 
 
 

Very few candidates answered this question. Responses were rather generic and lacked the 
details and grounding evidenced in the other answers. One would have liked to see more of 
the contrast between the lifestyle the boys (and one assumes others who might have come 
from a rural background) and the horrors of war as well as a contrast between the frame of 
mind some of the young man have before going to war, the sense of camaraderie and even 
fun (while in the towns just off the battlefields) and their experience on the battlefield. 
 

16 
 

Very few candidates answered this question yet the candidates that did answer this question 
seem to have understood this. The quote in the question is spoken by father to Sade but the 
notion of caution is not limited to Sade in the novel. For example, candidates could have 
debated whether the father himself should or should not have exercised caution given the 
immediate danger his family was in. As expected, candidates answering this question tended 
to limit their answer to Sade’s hedged behaviour to avoid ending in unwanted trouble or 
clashes. 
 

17 
 
 
 

A very popular question which, unfortunately, often lead to answers that felt like general 
summaries. Very few explored as much as one would have liked how the death of the mother 
affected the father, Sade ,and Femi separately and as a group. 

18 
 
 
 

This was the most popular question on this novel. Candidates answering this question were 
sensitive to the unfortunate reality that while saying the truth is commendable and the right 
thing to do, Sade and Femi’s ‘survival’ depended on Sade’s shading, altering or hiding of the 
truth. The candidates showed good knowledge of the story and were able to constantly 
support their points with clear examples from the novel. 
 

PAPER IIB 
 
SECTION A 
DRAMA 

 

 
 
 
 

Specific 
Comments 

 
 

                     1 Responses were generally valid, though there were no outstanding answers. 
 

                     2 Very few candidates opted for this question but the answers were acceptably valid. 
 

                     3 The very few who answered this question wrote weak essays and were mainly out of point. 
 

                     4 Very few answered on this text. The candidates correctly focused on Portia and her dead 
father and Jessica and Shylock. Very few referred to Launcelot Gobbo. 
 

      5 Very few candidates answered this question. The weak answers failed to focus on the role of 
Salerio and Solanio. The good answers indicated their role as informants and as providers of 
comic relief. 
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6 Answers lacked detail and close reference to the text. Generally, except in a couple of cases, 

candidates did not include a brief background to the lottery of the caskets. The essays lacked 
reference to the inscriptions on the respective caskets, did not include any reasoning by the 
prospective suitors prior to their choice, and even lacked reference to the suitors’ reaction to 
the content of the casket of their choice. 
 

7 This was the most popular of the Macbeth questions. Answers ranged from very good to 
satisfactory. The best answers focused on both the immediate and long-term effect of 
Duncan’s murder while making close references to the text. However, many answers ignored 
the immediate effect and concentrated mainly on Lady Macbeth’s sleepwalking scene.  
 

8 Although this was a very popular choice, answers were very disappointing. One cannot 
possibly study Macbeth without focusing on the theme of darkness that pervades the play. 
Yet, the majority of answers were completely out of point and this showed a lack of 
understanding of the theme and its importance. It is difficult to understand how most essays 
made no reference to the witches and their association with evil. 
 

9 This was another popular choice. There were some very good answers that were focused on 
both the similarities and differences. Other answers did not contrast Banquo and Macbeth’s 
reaction to the witches and did not refer to their fighting ability. 
 

10 The few candidates who answered this question gave a good and detailed description of the 
fight between Marco and Eddie. 
 

11 This was not a popular choice. Candidates were not able to select the relevant points that 
show the harsh realities faced by the immigrants that are explored in the play. Their answers 
consisted of a plot summary rather than an analysis of the difficulties they faced.  
 

12 Quite a few candidates chose this question and they were able to give a good analysis of 
Beatrice’s character.  
 

13 Many answered this question. Most answers focused on problems within the family while they 
made no reference to poverty, the mining environment, and the attitude of the rest of the 
community towards people who lived on the estate. 
 

14 Answers focused mostly on the part where Helen sees the dead bird on her way to the clinic 
and how this made her change her mind about the abortion. They could have stated that 
Helen was dominated by her mother and that the incident of the dead bird was the beginning 
of her breaking free from her mother’s domineering nature. 
  

15 A good number of candidates attempted this question. Some answers were very good while 
others were very detailed about Mrs. Casper as a mother but limited about Alice. 
 

SECTION C 
PROSE 
 
General 
Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Specific 
Comments 

 The candidates should read the questions thoroughly before attempting the answer. 
Certain mistakes can be avoided. 
 

 It is also worth noting that there was a considerable improvement in candidates’ 
knowledge of the major texts.  This was mirrored in the actual scripts.  There were very 
few candidates who did not attempt the answers as compared to previous years and this 
was a further enhancement.  

 

 Candidates are encouraged to structure their essays instead of writing a dense chunk 
without beginning or an end. 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

Two very short (few lines) efforts from candidates who attempted this question showed that 
they seemed to think they needed to answer questions about more than one prose text. 
 

2 Only one candidate attempted this question.  
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                     3 

 
Only a small number of candidates attempted this question.  

                     4 This question suggested a possible sequence of events, which lead to the unpredictable 
ending, and most candidates succeeded in showing the shocked and astounded mother on 
registering what the old man was really up to.  The better essays were able to move beyond 
the narrative and explain the technique used to help reach this culmination of the short story.  
Essays were mostly valid but unimpressive. 
 

5 A very popular question. The answers were mostly narrative but the content was valid and 
some candidates were able to use relevant quotes to back up their arguments.  There was a 
selection of chosen stories and the typical essay did not go beyond facts.   The notion of fear 
was discussed mostly in ‘The Landlady’, ‘Royal Jelly’, ‘Man from the South’ and ‘Neck’.  
Candidates chose relevant stories and were able to offer a fair discussion of theme.  

 

6 This was the least popular question and the choices made by candidates were generally 
valid; however, the essay focus was ‘to teach the reader a lesson’ and most of the essays 
failed to underscore this point. As is very common, candidates expect that readers should 
infer from their (candidates’) narration of events what the point or argument is. A good 
number of the answers to this question were of this type and suffered for this reason. 
 

7 This was not the most popular question and most the answers were basically correct but 
dealt with very few points or a limited interpretation of the title. Content was acceptable but 
too often limited and lacking. 
 

8 This was the most popular question and there were some clearly valid points and 
disappointments. One of the stronger aspects of these answers was that most of the answers 
went beyond the narrative and candidates did try to make some points. The disappointment 
was that too many candidates felt that by listing the commandments and how each one was 
changed’ they would be answering the question. One can be happy that candidates knew 
each commandment and the alterations made to it but limiting the answer to this question to 
just this was not what the question was all about. 
 

9 The least popular question. Some candidates confused the term comical with interesting.  

10 A popular question in which the candidates were expected to write about the boundaries that 
exist in the novel. Candidates were expected to mention the physical and metaphoric, 
although few managed to mention the non-physical aspect.  The typical essay included the 
fence which divides the Jews from Bruno’s family and friends, and the uniform which also 
helps distinguish between the two. Few candidates mentioned the power and lack of it, 
freedom and imprisonment. The most common distinction in the essays was between Bruno’s 
and Shmuel’s worlds.  
 

11 Answers to this question were generally valid. The question clearly invited candidates to write 
about one character and the other but candidates also seemed to be aware of phrases like 
‘as they are presented in’ in the question. This awareness probably contributed to the fact 
that candidates did not simply say what the characters do in the novel but also what their 
behaviour suggests about them. For example, they would not just say that Pavel tends to 
Bruno’s injury but also that this suggests he is a kind man in spite of the treatment he gets 
from his enemies. 
 

12 As the rubric suggests, candidates had to narrate the immediate events surrounding the 
quote. The absolute majority of the candidates attempting this question were correct in 
contextualising the quote and were also correct in the details they included re the events that 
happen immediately before and after. On a positive note, most candidates did limit their 
answer to the immediate events rather than extending their narration to irrelevant events well 
before and after the quote. 
 

13 A safe and popular question which discussed mostly Grandma Wolf and the Colonel as the 
antagonists, and Big Joe and Charlie as the caring ones. The typical essay was focused 
enough although the critical analysis did not really go into enough detail as it was mostly 
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narrative.  
    

14 Few candidates opted for this question.  The theme of love was presented in a valid manner 
especially familial and sensual love. The most common discussion was about brotherly love 
and the love for Molly by both brothers.  The writing was limited and basic.   
 

15 This was the least popular question. Very few of those answering this question were 
exceptionally good. Paragraphing in the answers was rarely focused on one particular issue 
or argument. Most were driven by narrative at times without any direct mention of the point 
supposedly being made. 
 

16 The candidates provided very basic answers to a very straightforward question. Sade’s 
experience at the airport was diluted and very little feedback was given. Although the 
question asks for a sequence of events, the average candidate failed to provide a basic 
personal response.  
 

17 Not surprising the better and weaker answers to this question depended greatly on the 
candidate’s understanding of the notion of freedom. Some candidates were mainly concerned 
with lack of freedom and wrote exclusively on what characters could not do. The better 
candidates included some interesting ideas such as the fact that while, for example, Sade is 
very limited in what she can do because of her dire situation, she still has the freedom to 
think, to alter her behaviour, and to challenge situations. The main difference here was 
between the obvious and the less obvious notions of freedom. 
 

18 
 

This was the most popular question. Candidates seem to have no major difficulty in including 
in their answers examples of different forms of bullying – political, physical, emotional and 
psychological. Few candidates attempting this question got it wrong. Most did acceptably well 
or very well. 
 

PAPERS II A 
& B 
 
SECTION B 
POETRY 

 
General 
Comments 
                          

 

In the Poetry section, all candidates sitting both for paper IIA and IIB, were asked to choose 
from three essay questions based on the selection of poems, as indicated in the syllabus, 
from the poetry anthology entitled The New Dragon Book of Verse.  
 
There seemed to be no preference towards one specific question. However, question 3 in 
Option A was the less chosen. 
 
Candidates who obtained a high mark did go into detail and analysed the poetic tools used 
and themes explored in the poems. The essays presented were well-structured as they 
included the following: a proper introduction, well-developed ideas, analysis in the body 
paragraphs, and a sound conclusion. In the good essays, the quotations were spot on and 
aptly inserted in the writing. These candidates showed a high level of understanding of the 
poems in question. Such essays were also written by candidates who opted for Paper B.  
 
Essay which were found to be weak were those which simply provided mediocre summaries 
of the poems. Such essays contained no analysis, only a sketchy paraphrase of the poems. 
There were scripts with grammatical mistakes and spelling errors. 
 
A few candidates had clearly learnt the essay about the horrors of war evoked by Wilfred 
Owen's poems and simply regurgitated it on paper without tweaking it to fit question 2 of 
Option A. 
 
Only a few candidates did not tackle the poetry section or wrote completely irrelevant 
information. 

 


