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Statistical Information 
 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 8 12 20 14 6 9 5 74 

% OF TOTAL 10.8 16.2 27.0 18.9 8.1 12.2 6.8 100 

 
Question 1 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of Maltese history within the 

theme of ‘Fortress Politics and Economics, 1800-1921’. Question 1 (c) was the most popular, 

closely followed by 1 (a). Few candidates attempted question 1 (b).  

Question 1 (a) tested knowledge of Maltese constitutional development in the period from 1800 

to 1887. The majority of candidates answering this question were able to indicate the main 

features of constitutional development in this period.  

Question 1 (b) enquired about Maltese political organization from around 1880 onwards, and 

the pattern followed by Maltese politics up to 1921. Among the small number of answers there 

was relatively good familiarity with political developments after 1880, notably the emergence of 

the first political parties. There was a tendency to stop short of answering the second part of 

the question.  

Question 1 (c) tested knowledge on the impact of war in the Mediterranean on the economy of 

Malta. Candidates generally showed a good grasp of the subject.  

Question 2 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of European history within the 

theme of ‘Revolutions and Nationalism in Europe, 1800-1921’. The most popular choice was 

question 2 (b), followed by 2 (a). A small number of candidates attempted 2 (c).  

Question 2 (a) tested knowledge of the Concert of Europe, by asking candidates to write on the 

principle of the balance of power in Europe after 1815. The majority of candidates answering 

this question showed good factual knowledge.  

Question 2 (b) offered a statement on the role of foreign help in assisting Sardinia-Piedmont’s 

unification of Italy. Answers generally showed good familiarity with events, and the majority of 

respondents addressed the question on the issue of foreign help. 

Question 3 offered a choice between two text-based questions. Both questions attracted almost 

equal numbers of respondents.  

Question 3 (a), based on an extract from George Mitrovich, The Claims of the Maltese, 

published in 1835, tested knowledge of Maltese political development and constitutional 

demands in the early British period. Question (i) tested knowledge of the Maltese insurrection 

against the French. The majority of answers showed good familiarity with the facts. Question 

(ii) referred to the historical significance of the Maltese Congress. A good number of answers 

were able to explain this reference correctly. Question (iii) referred to Mitrovich’s description of 

British governance against the spirit of their own constitution. A good number of candidates 

were able to explain this statement well. Question (iv) tested knowledge of events leading to 

the appointment of Thomas Maitland as Governor of Malta, while (v) referred to the British 

system of government in Malta up to the author’s time of writing. 

Question 3 (b) was based on a letter written by Fortunato Mizzi and Salvatore Cachia Zammit in 

the London Daily Chronicle in 1899. Question (i) referred to the work of the Royal 

Commissioners in the late 1870s. Candidates were generally able to write a good brief account 

of the Commision’s work. Question (ii) asked candidates to comment on the significance of the 
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proposal to diminish the Bread Tax, and in (iii) to explain the resistance to this proposal. The 

majority of candidates showed a relatively good grasp of the facts. Question (iv) referred to the 

Royal Commissioners of 1836. Question (v) referred to the mention of the ‘reformist party’.  

Question 4 offered a choice between two other text-based questions.  

Few students attempted question 4 (a), which was based on an extract from a speech of Count 

Cavour to the Parliament of Sardinia-Piedmont, in1858. Candidates were generally able to write 

a good account of background events (i) and explain the reference to the aspirations of King 

Charles Albert (ii). Question (iii) referred to the division of Italy in this period. Question (iv) 

asked candidates to describe how Sardinia-Piedmont pursued the Italian cause with the Second 

Italian War of Independence and its aftermath, while question (v) referred to the achievements 

of the Risorgimento after that.  

Question 4 (b), which was the most popular choice, was based on La Marseillaise, the French 

revolutionary song of 1792 which is today the French national anthem. Question (i) asked for a 

brief account of the reasons why the French Revolution broke out in 1789. Question (ii) asked 

candidates to write a brief account of events between 1789 and 1792. In both cases, candidates 

generally showed a good grasp of the facts. Question (iii) referred to the defence of the 

‘Fatherland’. Question (iv) referred to the counter-revolutionary forces working to restore the 

Ancien Regime in France. Question (v) enquired about the role of events between 1792 and 

1795 in consolidating the Revolution in France. In general,  students showed a good knowledge 

of the subject. 
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