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The table below outlines the results obtained by the candidates who sat for the Advanced Spanish Exam 

during the May 2019 session. 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS Total 

NUMBER OF CANDIDATES 6 5 11 4 1 0 4 31 

% OF TOTAL 19.35 16.13 35.48 12.90 3.23 0.00 12.90 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Advanced Spanish 2019 First Session 

A. General Comments 
 

Observations on the general performance of the candidates for each exercise are being documented below.  

B. Focused Remarks 
 

Oral - Picture Interpretation and Free -Topic Conversation 
 

The Oral Paper consisted of two sections: a picture interpretation of 20 marks and a free-topic conversation 

of 10 marks. Most of the candidates obtained very high marks. The oral examiners would like to point out 

that the average mark was slightly lower than that of last year. 

In general, all the examiners were quite satisfied with the candidates’ performance. Candidates were able 

to maintain control of a wide range of grammatical forms and use them with flexibility and efficiency. Their 

vocabulary was appropriate, and they managed to express themselves in a relevant, coherent, varied and 

detailed way. Intonation was good and sounds were clearly articulated. However, some candidates failed to 

produce complex sentences and avoided connectors as well as the Subjunctive mood. Some conversations 

were not so smooth, and it was evident that some candidates struggled and hesitated while formulating 

language.  

A list of the most common mistakes made by the candidates is found below: 

- Interference from other languages (Italian and English), 

- Incorrect verbal tenses (e.g. en el pasado he tenido instead of en el pasado tuve) and moods 

(Indicative and Subjunctive), 

- Wrong prepositional verbs: ir en + place instead of ir a + place, ser adicto con instead of ser adicto a, 

viajar en instead of viajar a,  

- Misuse of ser and estar, 

- Placing un/a/os/as before otro/a/os/as, 

- No article-noun-adjective agreement, 

- Wrong syntax. 
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Paper I 

 

Essay Writing and Short Writing Exercise 

Paper I comprised two sections. In Section A candidates had to write a short essay of around 250-300 words 

on 1 out of the 5 given topics: (1) the relevance of modern language learning, (2) the problems of being 

verbally too open in our daily life, (3) two objects one would take to a desert island, (4) an accident that 

befell the candidate or an acquaintance of theirs, and (5) arts. Most candidates chose the first topic.  

In general, syntax in these essays was of good standard and the candidates managed to express their ideas 

clearly and concisely. The most common mistakes made by candidates were orthographic (e.g. felizes, 

popolación, enteressadas, occurir, semplicimiento, etc.) and accentuation mistakes (e.g. para mi, fútura, 

actuál, rapídamente, paginás, inutíl, etc.). Others failed to match the gender of the article and/or adjective 

with the gender of the noun (e.g. del isla, un mejor experiencia, películas españoles, muchas trabajadores, 

otro idiomas, lenguas extranjeros, etc.).  

In Section B, candidates had to elaborate a letter of about 100-150 words, on one of the two given topics: a 

letter to the head teacher of their school and an email to their friends.  The former was chosen by the 

majority. In general, the performance in this question was slightly lower than in Section A.  

Paper II 

 
Paper II consisted of two sections. Section A included language exercises, whereas Section B included a 

reading comprehension exercise.  

 

Language Use Exercises  

Candidates did well in Section A. In exercise 1 of Section A, candidates were given two different situations 

and they were asked to complete 10 sentences (5 on each situation). In general, sentences were structured 

in a coherent and intelligible manner, demonstrating high proficiency of the language. Candidates did not 

earn any credit for out-of-context answers. In other occasions, candidates lost marks for using incorrect 

tenses (e.g. mi tren está partiendo instead of ‘mi tren ha partido, asegúrense de que vien diez minutos antes, 

etc). 

In exercise 2, candidates were asked to write synonyms of homophones. Marks were slightly lower for this 

section as many failed to write synonyms for two or more homophones e.g. instead of writing rostro as the 

synonym of cara, candidates wrote: viso, fez, centro, cabeza and frente. Instead of fuego as the synonym of 

llama, candidates wrote: lampa, lámpara, bombilla and flama.  

In exercise 3, candidates were given 5 sentences and a set of connectors. They had to rewrite the phrases 

and include the given connectors without changing the meaning of the sentence. A recurring error was failing 

to write a sentence using tanto … como e.g. Ellos y yo tanto como debemos retirarnos instead of tanto ellos 

como yo debemos retirarnos.  

Reading Comprehension 

Section B provided a reading comprehension text followed by a series of questions. The most common 

mistake in this part was failing to provide full and detailed answers as requested. Marks were deducted 
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especially in question 4, where the candidates were asked to summarise the last paragraph of the text in no 

more than 50 words. Candidates left out important information and many did not mention the three main 

points of the text. Others exceeded the word limit.  

Paper III  

 

Literature Appreciation and Spanish and Spanish-American Intercultural Knowledge 

In this Paper, the candidates were asked to write three essays of 250-300 words each; two about literature 

and one about a cultural aspect of the Hispanic world.  

This year’s candidates had a very high level of writing production. They showed a good command of the 

language and the literary works. Overall, the majority showed an average capability to answer the three 

questions. However, there was a minority that left some parts out.   

The most common questions were those of La casa de Bernarda Alba and La familia de Pascual Duarte. Some 

also chose to answer the questions about Rimas and La casa de los espíritus and only one candidate chose 

San Manuel Bueno, mártir.  

Overall, candidates produced very good detailed texts, although many failed to provide direct examples and 

quotes from the literary works. The Examination Board would like to emphasise the importance of including 

quotes to enrich the candidates’ compositions.  

Regarding Section B (Culture), most candidates chose the first question about Spanish people migrating 

because of lack of job opportunities, quite a large number chose the second question about holidays and 

celebrations in Spain and Latin America and only one candidate chose the third question about Latin 

American art.  

Some candidates used simple vocabulary and their texts lacked technical words such as: sueldo y tasa de 

desempleo. Some even mixed up the dates of specific holidays such as when Las Fallas start. Moreover, in 

the three essays very few linking words were used and many placed accents on vowels unnecessarily, like: 

generaciónes. The Examiners would like to point out that even though in Paper III content has more weight 

over the language used, candidates are still expected to write accurately with the least grammatical and 

orthographic mistakes possible. Candidates are also encouraged to use varied vocabulary and connectors.  

However, in both sections, the majority presented well-structured texts and expressed themselves in a 

moderately coherent way. Ideas were organized effectively, and the most important points were included 

and appropriately expanded.  

Paper IV ‘Listening Comprehension’ 

 
Paper IV was divided into two sections: Text 1 and Text 2. In this first part, most candidates performed well. 

Common mistakes in this question included choosing the wrong vocabulary or failing to correct the false 

sentences. Marks for Text 2 were slightly lower. Whilst the grammar and vocabulary used by the candidates 

were generally correct, some candidates did not manage to elaborate full answers. 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2019  


