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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for the Advanced Matriculation (AM) Geography 

September 2020 Special Session exam was 39, which is 6 candidates more than those that registered in 2019.  

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

Candidates 1 3 14 4 8 6 3 39 

% OF TOTAL 2.6 7.7 35.9 10.3 20.5 15.4 7.7 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for AM Geography, Special September Session 2020  

B. GENERAL REMARKS  

General Remarks on the Coursework 

The extraordinary circumstances related to the COVID 19 virus meant that no moderation of coursework 

was carried out for this session. The marks awarded by the respective tutors in the various educational 

institutions were all confirmed.  

The only private candidate registered for this session submitted one Individual Fieldwork Report and two 

Short-term Fieldwork Reports. These were corrected and the candidate interviewed online as part of the 

procedure involving private candidates.  

 

General Remarks on the Written Examination 

The AM Geography exam paper structure presented no changes from the previous year and consisted of 

two written papers each carrying 36% of the total mark. Paper 1 set out to assess knowledge and skills of 

candidates in relation to Physical Geography topics while Paper 2 was aimed at assessing knowledge and 

skills of candidates in relation to Human Geography topics. In each paper, of three hours duration, candidates 

were required to answer four questions from a total of six. 

As stated in Section A of this report, a total of 39 candidates enrolled for the AM Geography September 2020 

Special Session examination. Eight candidates did not attend the two papers. Out of these, five did present 

all or some of their field reports while three did not present any fieldwork report. Another candidate did not 

hand in the individual and short-term field reports but sat for both exams. Out of 39 candidates, only one 

took the examination as a private candidate. The latter presented all reports as requested by the syllabus. 

For Paper I, the most selected question was Question 6 with 97% of the candidates responding to this 

question.  With regards to Paper II, 100% of the candidates opted for Question 6 while Question 2 and 5 

were answered by 90% of the candidates sitting for the exam. 

The performance of the candidates was overall satisfactory with the majority of the cohort obtaining a Grade 

C (35.9%). The performance of the candidates is not strikingly different when compared to that of previous 

examination sessions. However, there was a considerably lower percentage of candidates obtaining a Grade 

A (-9.5%) and Grade B (-13.5%) in this 2020 Special September session when compared to the 2019 Main 

Session. On the other hand, there was a slight increase in number of candidates who obtained a Grade C 

(+2.6%) and a Grade D (+1.3) result. There was also a significant increase in the number of candidates who 

obtained a Grade E (+11.4%) when compared to the 2019 Main exam session. 
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C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 

Paper I 

Question 1  

A total of 19 candidates (61%) answered Question 1 on the origin, conditions, and hazards of cyclones. In 

general, candidates provided a basic description of the physical origin and weather conditions associated 

with cyclone formation in 1(a), showing a general trend of brief answers often lacking the necessary detail. 

Answers to part (b) were overall adequate. For part (c), related to hazards associated with cyclones, 

candidates focused primarily on strong winds and impacts on human habitation with few candidates 

including storm surges and flooding in their answer. In part (d), candidates had to briefly discuss how climate 

change may affect the development of cyclones. Most candidates only referred to warming of sea surface 

temperatures with only a handful also mentioning sea level rise.  

Question 2  

A total of 22 candidates (71%) answered Question 2 which was related to rock types and chemical 

weathering. In part (a) candidates had to account for the origins and composition (physical and chemical) of 

(a) (i) igneous rock and (a) (ii) metamorphic rock. Whilst the majority of candidates provided a valid 

description of the origins of the rock, the compositions were rarely mentioned. In part (b), which focused on 

the two types of chemical weathering processes, the most common answers were related to the processes 

of hydrolysis and oxidation. However, other chemical weathering processes such as carbonation, hydration 

and solution were mentioned and adequately explained by the candidates.  

Question 3  

Question 3 was answered by 25 candidates (81%) and dealt with the geology and geomorphology of northern 

Malta, Comino and Gozo. In part (a) (i), in which candidates had to describe the distribution rock type, the 

descriptions were generally correct, however several candidates discussed the lithological sequence of the 

entire Maltese Islands instead of focusing on the northern part of the island. In part (a) (ii), many candidates 

either left the question unanswered or else provided a description of the properties of the different rock 

strata, with few correctly mentioning the fault systems, indicating that in general, candidates are unfamiliar 

with what “rock structure” means. In part (b), the question explicitly asked candidates to refer to their 

explanation related to rock type and structure of the Maltese Islands, however the vast majority of 

descriptions to (b) (i) headlands and bays, (b) (ii) coastal clay slopes and (b) (iii) shore platforms were 

incorrectly based on a general explanation of their formation, without any reference to the Maltese Islands 

rock type and structure.  

Question 4  

Question 4 dealing with sediment load in river basins was answered by 18 candidates (58%). Part (a), on how 

sediment load is produced in river channels, was generally answered correctly, but the answers to part (b) 

were mostly quite poor showing that candidates were not familiar with the terms “competence” and 

“capacity”. In fact, none of the candidates provided an adequate description of river competence and only 

a few mentioned the link to river velocity. In part (c), answers were overall satisfactory, however several 

candidates based their description on sediment size rather than sediment load, without using the 

appropriate terms for bedload, suspended load and solution load. 
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Question 5  

Question 5, which dealt with temporary rainwater pools on the Maltese Islands, was the least popular 

question, answered by only 10 candidates (32%). In part (a), where candidates had to explain the physical 

conditions leading to the development of rainwater pools, the answers were mainly related to karst 

weathering processes. No candidate mentioned the bi-seasonal climatic conditions of the Maltese Islands, 

which also account for the physical conditions leading to the formation of rainwater pools. Only a small 

percentage of students provided an adequate discussion in their answer to part (b) (i) and (b) (ii). It was also 

noted that through their answers, several candidates confused temporary rainwater pools with saline 

marshlands. 

Question 6  

Of the 31 candidates sitting for Paper 1, 30 answered Question 6 (97%) on sea level rise and the urbanised 

coastal zone of the Maltese Islands. Compared to the other questions, Question 6 was overall well-answered. 

In part (a), the majority of candidates referred to both the melting of glaciers and the thermal expansion of 

oceans, albeit at different levels of detail. In part (b), candidates also provided a good discussion of how sea 

level rise would impact urban coasts, with several candidates correctly discussing the Maltese Islands case 

study, as the question requested. 

 

Paper II 

Question 1  

This question was answered by eight candidates (26%). In question 1 (a), which carried six marks, candidates 

had to discuss the impacts that the increase in the older population is having on the Maltese Islands. Most 

of the candidates answered too briefly without delving into the necessary detail. Question (b) (i) carried four 

marks and candidates had to describe and explain the Lorenz Curve. Most of the candidates answered 

incorrectly to this part of the question. In question (b) (ii), which carried eight marks, candidates had to work 

out the rank, percentage and cumulative percentage of the data supplied. Most of the candidates worked it 

incorrectly. Additionally, some of them did not show the workings, while others presented their workings in 

a haphazard way and as a result were incomprehensible. All the workings should be properly labelled and 

organised. Question (b) (iii) carried seven marks and candidates had to plot the Lorenz curve. Given that 

most of the candidates got the cumulative percentages wrong, the curve was wrong, and the explanation 

was wrong as well. Overall answers to this question were of a very poor standard.  

Question 2  

Question 2 was answered by 28 candidates or 90% of those sitting for the exam and was about shanty 

settlements. In question (a), which carried eight marks, candidates had to discuss four causes of shanty 

settlements. Most of the candidates answered it correctly. In question (b), which carried eight marks, 

candidates had to discuss four consequences of shanty settlements. Most candidates produced satisfactory 

answers. In question (c), candidates had to discuss three ways to reduce the problems of shanty settlements. 

This question carried nine marks and most of the candidates answered correctly. 
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Question 3  

Sixteen candidates or 52% of those sitting for paper 2 answered this question. The latter focused on the Von 

Thunen model. In question (a), which carried 15 marks candidates had to describe the model. Most of the 

answers were vague and superficial. Given the substantial amount of marks allocated to this question, it is 

expected that answers would offer detailed and elaborate descriptions. Furthermore, most of the diagrams 

produced were unclear.  Question (b) carried six marks and candidates had to outline three limitations of 

the model. Most of the candidates answered correctly. In question (c) candidates had to discuss the 

applicability of the model in the contemporary world. Most of them answered correctly. 

Question 4  

A total of 13 candidates (42%) answered question 4. Question (a) carried four marks and candidates had to 

outline one advantage and one limitation of the use of triangular graphs. Most of the candidates did not 

answer correctly. In question (b), which carried seven marks, candidates had to discuss the triangular graph 

of three different countries. Although all the candidates discussed the key findings, only a few of them 

interpreted the diagram. Question (c) dealt with Mydral’s model of cumulative causation and was allotted a 

total of eight marks. Most of the answers were off subject and the few who answered correctly produced 

rather short and vague replies. All candidates gave satisfactory answers to question (d) which dealt with 

three environmental impacts of manufacturing industries and carried a total of six marks. 

Question 5  

Question 5 dealt with nuclear power and renewable energy and was answered by 28 candidates (90%). In 

question (a) which carried eight marks candidates had to explain four factors affecting the siting of a nuclear 

power plant. Answers to this question were mostly satisfactory. In question (b), which carried four marks, 

candidates had to explain the role of the International Atomic Energy Agency. Most of the candidates 

answered this question correctly, but some of the answers were very vague. Question 5 (c) was related to 

employment in the renewable energy sector and carried seven marks. Most of the candidates answered 

correctly, but some of the answers were poor overall. In this question candidates were instructed to use the 

figure supplied to discuss the situation of jobs in the renewable energy sector. However, even though 

reference was made to the figure, answers were overall vague and a more thorough analysis of the data in 

the figure was expected. In question (d) which carried six marks candidates had to explain three socio-

economic advantages of renewable energy. Overall the answers were accurate and to the point.   

Question 6  

All 31 candidates (100%) sitting for the exam answered this question which was related to different types of 

tourism. The first question (a), which carried 6 marks and focused on the characteristics of three different 

types of tourism, was answered correctly by the vast majority. In question (b), candidates had to explain two 

examples for each type of tourism mentioned in (a) and applicable to the Maltese islands. Although many 

candidates answered correctly, some of the candidates did not specify the 'two examples' as requested by 

the question. Question (c) carried five marks and dealt with how local authorities are promoting ecotourism. 

Answers were poor and some of them were not directly related to the question. In question (d) which carried 

10 marks candidates had to discuss three positive and two negative impacts of tourism on the Maltese 

Islands. Answers were overall appropriate and discussed the impacts satisfactorily.  
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D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
The examiners noted that the performance of the candidates was overall below the expected standard. On 

a more generic note, examiners noted that, similar to previous years, candidates did not produce the 

expected detail in a good number of questions, both in the physical and human geography papers.  

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2020  

 


