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1. Introduction 
 
The format of this paper was as follows. Paper I carried 50% of the total marks. It was aimed at 
testing the candidates’ skills of reading and verbal communication, the aural skill, the grasp of the 
written language, and the candidates' ability to express ideas freely in accurate Russian on a 
given subject. Paper II carried 50% of the total marks and was aimed at testing the candidates’ 
ability to write accurately and relevantly in the language, and to express themselves on matters, 
typical to the nation whose language is being studied.  
 
2. Statistics 
 
Nineteen candidates registered for this examination. One candidate failed. The table below shows 
an overview of the candidates' performance. 
 
 

Grade No. of candidates Percentage 

1 9 47.4% 

2 2 10.5% 

3 2 10.5% 

4 3 15.8% 

5 2 10.5% 

6 0 0.00% 

7 0 0.00% 

U 1 5.3% 

Absent 0 0.0 

19 Total 19 100% 
 
 
3. Report on Candidates' Performance 
 
(1) Paper I – Reading and Conversation, Listening Comprehension, Dictation, Cultural Question 
 
The sections in this paper were the following: 
(a) Reading and Conversation     15 marks (15%) 
(b) Listening Comprehension     15 marks (15%) 
(c) Dictation       10 marks (10%) 
(d) Cultural Question                  10 marks (10%) 
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Reading and Conversation. In this part of the paper the candidates demonstrated their ability to 
understand Russian in written form and to take part in a conversational interchange. Some of the 
candidates were exceptionally fluent in spoken Russian. Listening Comprehension. In this part of 
the paper the candidates demonstrated their ability to understand information contained in a short 
passage.  
Dictation. In this part of the paper the candidates demonstrated their ability to understand 
information contained in a short passage and to take it down at dictation speed. 
Cultural Question. In this part of the paper the candidates demonstrated their knowledge of 
different aspects of Russia such as history, geography, customs, etc. Many candidates were 
exceptionally fluent as regards Russian culture, art and everyday life. The candidates 
demonstrated their understanding of prominent Russian cultural landmarks, as well as their ability 
to express themselves on matters typical to the Russian nation. 
 
 
 
(2) Paper II - Reading Comprehension and Writing Task 
 
The sections in this paper were the following: 
(a) Reading Comprehension     25 marks (25%) 
(b) Writing Task      25 marks (25%) 
  
 
Reading Comprehension. On the whole the candidates performed well. The candidates scored 
highly on a number of questions about facts. Inferential questions were tackled less competently. 
Writing Task.  Candidates showed their knowledge of vocabulary, sentence and paragraph 
structure, and the ability to write accurately and relevantly. Some of the candidates’ performance 
in this paper was outstanding. 
 
 
3. General Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
1. The candidates have a good command of spoken and written Russian, and are well 

acquainted with Russian culture and history. 
 

2. As regards to language, students should be given more practice in essay writing, more 
emphasis should be placed on Cases, sentence structure and lexical knowledge. 
 

3. There seems to be a need to provide a wider variety of reading skills, such as skimming, 
scanning, and analytical reading. 
 

4. Oral/aural skills deserve more attention from both the teachers and the students. The teachers 
should provide extensive training of these skills in order to give their students confidence in 
self-expression. 
 

5. Finally, the results of this session are encouraging: ten (out of twelve) candidates 
demonstrated a good command of the language. The general standard of Russian in Maltese 
secondary schools is satisfactory. 

 
 
 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
 
September 2008 


