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IM Philosophy 
May 2009 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2009 session. 
 
Table 1: Distribution of Grades awarded in May 2009 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 72 102 228 104 94 167 25 792 
% of Total 9.09 12.88 28.79 13.13 11.87 21.09 3.16 100 

 
Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance 
 
Section A: Logic 

• Question 1 proved to be the more popular question in this section. It was also slightly easier than 
question 2. Some candidates still persist in attempting both questions in this section in the 
mistaken belief that marks will be awarded for the better answer. This is not so – if a candidate 
attempts both questions, then only the first is graded. Candidates should be made aware of this 
fact. 

• Surprisingly few candidates knew the term ‘tautology’ (question 1.b.ii) and almost no one could 
define the term ‘interpretation’ (question 1.a.i) 

• Some candidates don’t seem to make a distinction between IF A THEN B and A IF B – they seem 
to think that these two forms are interchangeable. 

• A common mistake in question 2.g.ii was to interpret ‘Oliver or Claire are clearing the table or 
Oliver or Tasha are clearing the table’ to mean ‘Oliver and either Claire or Tasha are clearing the 
table’. This is actually a case of the self-distributivity of � 

• With reference to question 2.a most candidates gave {¬, ∧, ∨} as an example of a complete 
junctor set. Although this set is indeed functionally complete, it is not minimal, and so a better 
answer would have been {¬, ∨} or { ¬, ∧}. 

 

Section B: History of Philosophy 

Candidates showed no particular preference in either of the two questions. It is evident that most of the 
candidates prepared themselves well for the exam. Candidates who answered question 5 were quite familiar 
with the philosophy of the Hellenistic Age and could write in detail about the philosophy of that time. 
Some candidates who answered question 6 ‘Discuss Plato’s theory of knowledge’ were not sure which of 
Plato’s theories is the theory of knowledge and consequently wrote all they knew about Plato.  

 
Section C: Ethics 
The majority of candidates answered question three on the moral status of the human embryo. Though 
many candidates showed that they grasped the main philosophical issues concerning the moral status of the 
human embryo, they have however ignored to show the interface between science and philosophy. Those 
students who answered question four failed to distinguish clearly ordinary from extra-ordinary treatment. 
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