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Part 1: Statistical Information 

 
Table 1: MATSEC Advanced Level History, May 2012 

   Distribution of Grades 
 

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 
No. of candidates 5 13 34 17 6 14 12 101 

Total % 4.9 12.9 33.7 16.8 5.9 13.9 11.9 100 
 

 
Part 2: Comments on the Candidates’ Answers 

General Remarks 
 
The History Advanced Level examination consists of three papers, each of the papers carrying 
33% of the total mark.   In Papers I and II students are required to write four essays answering 
questions which are strictly related to themes set in the syllabus. The questions also follow the 
precise order according to the themes which are listed in the syllabus.  Several of the 
shortcomings noted in previous sessions, including little indication of further reading on the part 
of candidates, and limited sign of studying and writing skills, were also evident this year.  

This year the Panel has again noticed declining levels of reading, and the patterns which emerge 
in many scripts indicate the recycling of class notes with a limited attempt to obtain a good 
individual grasp of historical developments and their significance. As in previous sessions, 
worrying gaps in factual knowledge were also noted, especially among the lower grades. Several 
candidates seem to have particularly limited proficiency in English. The essay-writing skills 
required to answer well the questions in Papers I and II should not be underestimated. Serious 
problems emerge with the performance of many candidates in Paper III, which tests the skills of 
source analysis and interpretation.  The acquisition of critical analytical and writing skills should 
be a priority, while great attention should also be paid to factual accuracy. At Advanced level, 
basic mistakes such as confused references to people and events, misdated events, as well as 
repeatedly misspelled names of key people, are intolerable, and unfortunately are frequently a 
sign of limited study and preparation. 

Detailed Comments 

Paper I Maltese History 

Candidates were required to answer questions 1 and 6 and to answer two other questions, one 
from Section A and one from Section B.  Question offered an either/or choice between a 
question on the constitution of 1887 and why it did not work out in the long run, and a question 
on the granting of Freedom of the Press and the Council of Government of 1849. The other 
questions in Section A tested knowledge of the Church’s political role in a colony held by a 
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Protestant colonial power, the strategic and commercial importance of Malta up to1921, the 
island’s economic situation in the period from 1870 to 1914, and the effects of the rise of Italian 
Fascism on the Maltese Language Question. In Section B, the compulsory question 6 offered an 
either/or choice between a question on relations between the Malta Labour Party and Britain in 
the period from 1947 to 1979, and a question on Maltese social and economic development and 
its relation to Anglo-Maltese relations. Other questions in Section B tested knowledge of the 
social legislation in the period 1921-1933, the  politico-religious disputes involving Gerald 
Strickland and Dom Mintoff, Maltese emigration as a valve for local economic difficulties, and 
the continuities, if any, linking political parties in Malta before and after World War II.  

As remarked in past sessions, the level of factual knowledge revealed in topics such as Maltese 
constitutional development,   the politico-religious crises, and the Language Question, was once 
again found to be relatively satisfactory. A number of shortcomings were revealed in connection 
with other topics, including the strategic role of Malta, British military spending, and the 
political role of the Church in the nineteenth century. Topics such as migration hardly attracted 
any candidates, which is a pity.  Once more it has also to be noted that evidence of personal 
study on social and economic developments in the inter-war period proved particularly limited. 

Paper II International History  

In Paper II the Board noticed similar trends to those already commented in the case of Paper I.  
In particular, the gap in essay-writing skills between candidates in the A to C bracket, and those 
in the lower grades, proved to be considerable. Candidates were required to answer questions 1 
and 6 and to answer two other questions, one from Section A and one from Section B. Question 
1 offered an either/or choice between a question on the series of revolutions in France from 1789 
to 1870, and a comparison of the unification of Germany with that of Italy. The other questions 
in Section A tested knowledge of European industrial processes of production in the late 
nineteenth century, the impact on Anglo-Russian relations of the declining Ottoman empire, the 
alignment of Britain with France and Russia in 1914 despite the traditional rivalry between them,  
and the reasons behind the popularity of Fascism and Nazism in Italy and Germany. In section B 
the compulsory question 6 offered an either/or choice between a question on a divided Germany 
in the Cold War in Europe, and the projection by the two Cold War superpowers of their interests 
outside Europe. Other questions in Section B concerned the Algerian War of Independence and 
decolonization after 1945, the role played by the Palestinian question in the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
the idea that European economic union paved the way for political union, and the role of détente 
and Ostpolitik in East-West relations.  

As in former sessions, certain topics, such as the revolutions in France, the unification of Italy 
and Germany, the Cold War division of Germany, and the Arab-Israeli conflict, was again 
popular choices, and the better-performing candidates showed a good grasp of the factual 
background. The level of analysis varied, with some candidates writing at length about the topic 
without properly answering the question posed. Once more the Board noted that other topics, 
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such Mediterranean decolonization, and post-war European integration, as well as some aspects 
of the Cold War, had not been sufficiently studied.  It was again most disappointing to note that 
several candidates seemed to be mainly reproducing class notes instead of formulating their own 
answers.  

Paper III Source, Analysis and Interpretation 

The main objective of this paper, which is mainly structured around historical comprehension 
tests based on original sources,  is to enable the candidate to show his or her ability to read 
critically, analyze and place in context the passages from ‘unseen texts’. The Board noted that 
several candidates again found it difficult to fulfill this test of critical reading of sources and 
historical analysis and interpretation. Candidates are required to answer two questions, one from 
Section A and one from Section B. Section A offered an either/or choice between question 1 on 
political development from 1800 to 1921, which was based on excerpts from an editorial of the 
newspaper Malta in 1903, and question 2 on Anglo-Maltese relations from 1945 to 1979, based 
on a statement made by the leader of the Christian Workers’ Party in 1963.  In Section B 
candidates were required to choose between question 3, on socialism, liberalism and nationalism 
from 1789 to 1917, which was based on an excerpt from King Victor Emmanuel’s address to 
parliament in Rome in 1871, and question 4 on the Cold War, based on a speech delivered by US 
President Kennedy in 1961.  

The Board feels the urgent need to repeat the advice to all candidates to ensure that they are 
devoting sufficient time and energy to train on original sources so that these critical skills of 
historical analysis and interpretation are acquired. It must also be added that the comprehensive 
knowledge required to place the passage in its right context is gradually constructed through the 
candidate’s further reading. The ability to locate and explain a passage in its right framework, 
and to make relevant connections, is regarded as an essential skill and one of the main outcomes 
of studying History at Advanced Level. 
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