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IM FRENCH 

MAY 2017 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 

 

Eighty-five (85) candidates registered for the Intermediate French examination. The table below outlines 

how the candidates fared. 

Table 1: Grades attained by the candidates 

GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 

Number of Candidates 11 15 22 20 10 6 1 85 

% of Total 12.94 17.65 25.88 23.53 11.76 7.06 1.18 100 

 

The Written examination 

 
Free Composition (25 marks) 

 

The most popular essay title was (b) as it was chosen by almost 50% of the candidates. Essay titles (c) 

and (d) were equally popular and essay title (d), which was the argumentative one, was only chosen by 

very few candidates. The majority of the candidates who chose essay title (b) did not indicate the date or 

place they were writing from, which is expected when writing an informal letter. The content in almost all 

the essays was relevant to the title; however, candidates are expected to develop more original and 

complex ideas so as to score a higher mark in this part of the exam. The majority of candidates respected 

the word limit. 

 
In a significant number of scripts, candidates wrote “je suis bien” instead of “je vais bien”, a mistake which 

is considered to be unacceptable at Intermediate level. Candidates must work harder on correcting their 

sentence structure, especially when it comes to using direct or indirect object pronouns. Some examples 

which show the incorrect use of such pronouns due to interference from other languages are: “Cette 

opportunite peut aider-tu”, “Il a me dit” and “Ma mère ne me veut jamais aller”. Another grammatical 

aspect which candidates are encouraged to work on is the conjugation of verbs. The endings of the verbs 

are often not correct. For example, many candidates write “j’avait” and “il avais” instead of “j’avais” and “il 

avait”, “tu peut” or “elle peux” instead of “tu peux” or “elle peut”, “tu te sent” instead of “tu te sens” and “tu 

est” instead of “tu es”, which is considered to be a  grievous mistake at this level. A good number of 

candidates keep making the mistake of conjugating a verb when it should not be conjugated. For example, 

they write “j’ai décidé de t’écris” instead of writing “j’ai décidé de t’écrire”. 

 
When  it  comes  to  expressions  of  quantity,  some  candidates  use  “très”  instead  of  using 

“beaucoup” or “trop”. For example, they write “il y avait très de   gens”. Also, when using expressions of 

quantity, candidates often write “des” instead of “de”, for example: “beaucoup des choses” and “trop des 

études”. 

 
As for spelling mistakes, apart from leaving out accents or using them when not needed, many candidates 

misspell “exemple”, “moderne” and “appartement”, where instead they write “example”, “modern” and 

“apartment”  (translated from English). 

 
When it comes to cohesion and coherence, many candidates hardly use linking words, which would in turn 

make their writings far more fluid and coherent. 
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Summary (20 marks) 

 

The majority of the candidates understood the text and therefore they didn’t go out of point in their 

summary. They also respected the word limit. 

 
Candidates have to be more selective though so as not to repeat the same main idea or include 

unnecessary information in the summary. Many candidates did not use linking words which are necessary 

in a summary. Markers were looking for words such as “en outre”, “de plus”, “d’ailleurs”, “par contre”, 

etc, but in many scripts, these were lacking. 

 
Literature (15 marks) 

 

With the exception of a very few candidates, almost all the candidates chose to write about Oscar et 

la Dame rose, with 71% of the candidates choosing question (a).  The majority of those who wrote about 

L’Envol did very well. 

 
Once again, there were a few cases where candidates did not indicate clearly the chosen title, thus   

making  it  difficult  for  examiners to  understand  which title was being  discussed  and consequently to 

grade the essay. 

 
Overall, the great majority of the candidates showed a good understanding of both the text and the title 

and were able to discuss and present the main themes rather than simply narrate, which helped them earn 

a very good mark in their essay. Many candidates also included a good introduction and conclusion.  

However, there were still a  number  of candidates who  simply narrated the story and failed to give a 

good introduction and conclusion. 

 
Some marks were lost because quotes were either not accurately reproduced or were not very relevant to 

the argument made by the candidate.  Not many candidates made reference to the author and’/or his 

personal and literary background. 
 
 
Civilisation (15 marks) 

 

A number of candidates didn’t understand the question and thus gave information which had not been 
asked for. At times, some questions were left unanswered. Generally speaking, most of the candidates 
who did well in this section also did well in the other sections of the exam. Those who didn’t do well were 
not well prepared and this was also reflected in other parts of the exam. 

 

The Oral Examination 

 

Most of the candidates showed that they were well prepared in relation to what was expected from them 

during the oral exam. 

 

The majority of candidates performed better in the reading part than in the speaking part. Their 
pronunciation was satisfactory and read quite fluently. However, when it came to answering the two 
questions about the passage, some candidates showed poor understanding of either the text or the 
questions as some answered incorrectly. For example, some candidates said that the first reading passage 
was about the advantages of sugar-free drinks, when it was the opposite. A few answered too briefly at 
times, even in just a couple of words, without putting their answer into a complete sentence. When asked 
to expand their answers, they didn’t use their own words but read out sentences from the reading 
passages. As for the second question about the first reading passage, some only gave one advice when 
they were asked to give two. 
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In the free conversation, a good number of candidates used a wide range of vocabulary, correct syntax 
and pronunciation. Around 50% of them presented very good arguments. However, some were  lacking  in  
ideas and  kept  repeating  the same  one or two  ideas over  and  over  again. Moreover, some 
candidates started to simply read out the points they had jotted down during preparation time and had to 
be reminded that this was meant to be a free-flowing conversation and be more interactive. All the 
prescribed topics of conversation were within the candidates' competence, but the most popular seemed 
to be the one which invited them to talk about their dream career and the one where they had to say how 
they would spend their time if they had to be at their grandmother’s house and didn’t have access to the 
Internet. 

 

Chairperson 
Examination Panel 2017 


