
 

  

Examiners’ Report 

IM Religious Knowledge 
 

First Session 2019  

MATSEC 

Examinations Board 



Examiners’ Report (2019): IM Religious Knowledge 

Page 1 of 6 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION ................................................................................................................... 2 

B. GENERAL REMARKS ................................................................................................................................ 2 

C. COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS .................................................................................................... 2 

Section A ......................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Section B ......................................................................................................................................................... 5 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS ..................................................................................................................... 6 

 

  



Examiners’ Report (2019): IM Religious Knowledge 

Page 2 of 6 

 

A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

The total number of candidates who registered to sit for the Intermediate Examination in Religious 

Knowledge in May 2019 was one hundred and eighty-two (182), that is nine (9) candidates more than in 

2018. The number of absentees in May 2019 was thirty-one (31), with a rate of 17%. The absentee rate is 

significantly higher than that of May 2018 (9.8%) and echoes an increasing trend. 

 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 7 9 37 33 22 43 31 182 

% OF TOTAL 3.8 4.9 20.3 18.1 12.1 23.6 17.0 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for IM Religious Knowledge 2019 First Session  

B. GENERAL REMARKS  

The percentages concerning this year’s distribution of grades remained approximately the same as last year. 

The examiners note that although some candidates seemed to be quite prepared for the exam and showed 

evidence of a positive performance, there still is much room for improvement. Regrettably, there were many 

generic answers, and some of these were wrong because the candidates did not address the question or did 

not know the meaning of the terms being used.  

 It is disappointing to note a lack of skills in evaluating, analysing and applying the course content to different 

contexts and questions.  

C. COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 

The candidates had to answer all ten (10) questions in Section A, and choose another three (3) questions – 

from five (5) – in Section B. The questions in Section A carried four (4) marks each, to a total of 40% of the 

entire weight of the marks. Section B carried 60% of the total marks, with each question carrying twenty (20) 

marks.  

An analysis of the frequencies of responses to the questions and the highest, lowest and average score 

obtained for each question is revealing. 

 Number of 

candidates  

answering 

question 

% of total 

candidates 

answering 

question 

Maximum 

possible 

mark 

Highest mark 

obtained 

Lowest 

possible 

obtained 

Average 

mark 

Section A 151 82.9 40 40 9 21 

Section B 

Q1 

Q2 

Q3 

Q4 

Q5 

 

26 

128 

143 

28 

129 

 

14.2 

70.3 

78.6 

15.3 

70.8 

 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

 

20 

20 

19 

18 

17 

 

1 

1 

1 

0 

4 

 

5.7 

10.1 

9 

7 

10.3 

Table 2: Performance of the candidates on each question for IM Religious Knowledge 2019 First Session 
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Section A 

This section was divided into ten (10) short questions, which the candidates were asked to answer in brief 

and in a paragraph form. Each question carried four (4) marks. One hundred and fifty-one (151) candidates 

answered this section. The overall performance of the students who sat for this exam was average. Only a 

few candidates performed very well and got more than 30 out of 40 marks overall. Regrettably, there were 

quite a few candidates who got less than 20 marks and did not manage to obtain half the marks for this 

section.  

The following is an analysis of how the candidates answered each question in this section. 

Question 1  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the importance of the Old Testament (OT) for 

Christians. Most candidates answered this question partially correct, saying that the OT makes up one part 

of the God-inspired Bible or that it contains and transmits the Word of God. Most mentioned God’s plan that 

is revealed in the OT as preparation for the New Testament (NT) or for the Coming of Jesus Christ, the Son 

of God incarnate. However, other students answered incorrectly by just mentioning stories and narratives 

in the OT without explaining what messages God tries to convey in these through their human authors. There 

were even some who showed that they do not know the difference between the OT and the NT, with a few 

even thinking that the Gospels are part of the OT. 

Question 2  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the act of faith. A significant number of candidates 

provided correct or partially correct answers by saying that faith is the human person’s affirmative answer 

to God’s plan, given in complete freedom, and with a sense of love that obliges cooperation with the divine 

plan for every human being. However, many candidates spoke at length about the characteristics of faith 

without really explaining clearly why it is a human act.  

Question 3  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the mystery of the Holy Trinity and revelation. The 

large majority of candidates answered the first part of this question correctly. However, only a few of these 

specifically and clearly mentioned revelation as the other source of such knowledge and understanding. 

Other candidates mentioned faith, but did not show an understanding of God’s revelation through the Holy 

Scripture as the reason for our faith in the Holy Trinity.  

Question 4  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the Good News. Most candidates showed that they 

could relate the Good News to God’s Salvation for humankind and/or God’s loving plan for human beings as 

revealed in His Word found in the inspired Scripture. Some also mentioned God’s love for human beings as 

perfectly revealed by His Son Jesus Christ, and many candidates related the Good News to the Way to Truth 

and Eternal Life revealed by Jesus. Nevertheless, several candidates gave incorrect answers that were 

completely unrelated to the Good News (e.g. receiving the sacraments, doing voluntary work to save oneself, 

etc). Others even linked the Good News to Scriptural books in both the Old Testament and New Testament, 

without saying what the essence of this News really is for human beings.  
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Question 5 

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the effects of the Sacrament of Confirmation. The 

large majority of candidates gave correct or partially correct answers to this question. However, others 

mentioned the effects of Baptism, without making any distinction from Confirmation (e.g. the receiving of 

the Holy Spirit without mention of His gifts or of how he strengthens the faith and makes persons witnesses 

of Christ, etc.).  

Question 6  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the different degrees of Holy Orders. The large 

majority of candidates answered this question correctly, mentioning the three degrees of diaconate, 

presbyterate (ordained priests), and episcopate (bishops). Some candidates mentioned more degrees, 

including the pope and/or laity and/or seminarians in this hierarchy. Only very few answers did not show 

knowledge of what the degrees of Holy Orders are and consequently where completely out of point.  

Question 7  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the obligations related to the Fourth Commandment. 

The large majority of candidates knew what the Fourth Commandment states. Almost all of these mentioned 

the respect, love and care that one must always show to his or her parents, especially the more they age. 

However, not all candidates knew that the Fourth Commandment also obliges one to respect other forms of 

authority, both civil and religious. Very few candidates did not know what the commandment states and 

confused it with another one.  

Question 8  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the prayer of Mary, mother of Jesus, in the Gospel. 

Only a few candidates answered this question correctly by mentioning at least one of the two episodes in 

the Gospel where we find a prayer said by Mary, namely the Magnificat (when she met Elizabeth who was 

pregnant with John the Baptist) and her intercession for the bride and bridegroom in Cana.  

Question 9  

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the duties of society towards the family. Many 

candidates misunderstood this question and did not give a satisfactory answer. They spoke about the duties 

of the family in society, rather than the duties of society towards the family. However, a small number of 

candidates answered correctly or partially so.  

Question 10   

The question tested the candidates’ knowledge about faith and trust in God the Father. Most candidates 

gave partially correct answers to this question as they wrote at length about why God is a Father to all human 

beings, but then did not make any mention of the ‘Our Father’ and/or the fact that He adopts us as His own 

children and gives us inheritance of God’s Kingdom in Baptism. These important points were only mentioned 

by a few candidates, and elaborated upon by even fewer.  
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Section B 

This section presented five (5) questions, of which the candidates had to answer three (3) in detail and in 

paragraph form. Each question carried twenty (20) marks. The following is an analysis of how the candidates 

answered each question in this section.  

Question 1  

This question tested the candidates’ knowledge about social justice with reference to the Holy Scriptures. 

Twenty-six (26) candidates answered this question. Most candidates gave a very vague description about 

the teachings of prophets Amos and Isaiah in the Old Testament. For instance, only a few wrote about the 

unjust taxes or sharing one’s possessions with the poor. With regards to the New Testament, the majority 

mentioned that Jesus lived a social just life as he accepted everyone. Some gave examples from the Gospels. 

In the third and fourth part, candidates were asked to write about two parables of Jesus. While most 

candidates mentioned the parable of Lazarus and the rich man and the parable of the sheep and the goats, 

others went completely out of point by writing about parables such as that of the prodigal son. 

Question 2 

This question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the Creed with reference to certain articles about 

Jesus Christ. One hundred and twenty-eight (128) candidates answered this question. Most candidates 

described the articles about the Birth and the Passion of Jesus well. However, several candidates failed to 

mention or confused ideas about the pre-existence of the Son before the Incarnation, the central reason 

behind His Incarnation, and the fact that the passion and death of Jesus were real.  

Question 3 

This question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the Church and its mission. One hundred and forty-

three (143) candidates answered this question. A number of candidates still confuse notions about the 

holiness and universality of the Church. Only a handful quoted Jesus’ mandate to the Apostles to go and 

preach to all nations. The event of Pentecost was well described, at times even in great detail (e.g., the 

violent wind and the miracle of the languages). Some candidates linked the mission of the Church to passages 

from the Gospels, such as being salt of the earth and light of the world. 

Question 4 

This question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Twenty-eight (28) 

candidates answered this question. In the first part, candidates were asked to describe how Reconciliation 

was practiced during the first seven centuries. Some confused the Order of the Penitents in Reconciliation 

with the Catechumenate in Baptism. The various forms of this Sacraments mostly featured the private 

confession, the general confession and the absolution. Some answers confused them with the three 

Sacraments of Initiation. Most candidates were able to list four effects of Reconciliation, the most common 

being reconciliation with God and his Church, forgiveness of sins, and salvation. 

Question 5 

This question tested the candidates’ knowledge about the Eighth Commandment according to Catholic 

catechism. One hundred and twenty-nine (129) candidates answered this question. Most candidates gave 

correct answers to the questions about the respect for other people’s reputation and the sins that tarnish 

someone’s good name. Certain candidates failed to understand the question about one’s effort to obtain 
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God’s forgiveness after breaking the Eighth Commandment, but showed knowledge about the way the Seal 

of Confession binds the confessor. 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 

It is also evident that many candidates answer the question without reading or understanding the question 

well. The examiners encourage students to read the instructions and questions carefully before attempting 

an answer. Identifying and focusing on the questions will surely help the candidates articulate their answer 

in a proper and convincing way.  

The examiners also note that the standard of language used was generally poor and remind that the 

candidates must mark their script clearly by stating which part of the question is being answered. Block 

answers for questions that are divided into sub-questions are to be avoided. 

 

 

 

Chairperson 

Examiners Panel 2019  

 


