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A. General Comment 

The May 2019 Geography Intermediate examination session marked the first sitting for the newly modified 

syllabus. The format of the examination paper has been simplified and reduced to two sections – namely (A) 

Physical and (B) Human Geography. Candidates were instructed to answer four questions in total choosing 

two questions from each section. 

B. Statistical Information 

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2019 session of the examination. It should be noted 

that there was a higher level of absentees for this year’s sitting reaching 21.3 percent when compared with 

13.3 for the May 2018 session. 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 2 11 25 18 6 1 17 80 

% OF TOTAL 2.5 13.8 31.3 22.5 7.5 1.3 21.3 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for IM Geography 2019 First Session 

 

Table 2 shows how candidates opted for questions during the examination and the average grades that were 

obtained for each question. Please note that the maximum mark for each question was 25. Candidates were 

instructed to choose two questions from each section and complete four questions in all.  

There was an overwhelming preference for questions 1 (Climate Change) and 3 (Soil erosion) in Section A 

while questions 5 (Population structure) and 8 (Migration) were mostly preferred in Section B. This seems to 

indicate that candidates opted for questions that are prominently featured in international news media and 

can be seen as inherently topical environmental issues. 

Although questions 2, 4, and 7 proved to be the least popular within their respective sections, candidates 

who attempted questions 4 and 7 obtained the highest average marks reaching 20 and 19.6 respectively. 

Table 2 shows that candidates tended to score rather evenly in both Sections. It is interesting to note that 

the highest mode values were obtained in Questions 1, 7 and 8. More details are provided in Part 2 of this 

report. Please note that the mode values for questions 2 and 4 cannot be computed since there are no 

repetitive marks providing a statistical value.  

Table 2:  Candidates’ scores in both sections for IM Geography 2019 First Session. 

 

TABLE 2 Section A Section B 

Question Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Number of attempted questions 55 7 58 6 43 23 5 55 

Average  marks obtained 17.3 14.3 14.8 20 14.4 13.9 19.6 17.7 

Mode (most common mark obtained) 18 N/A 15 N/A 15 15 18 19 
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C. Detailed comments regarding Candidates’ performance 

Section A: Physical Geographical Processes 

Question 1 

One of the most answered questions in Section A.  

a. The trends mostly described were those for CO2 emissions by fossil fuels, cement and flaring. Very 

few included the trends of CO2 emissions by forestry and other land uses, and even less commented 

about the decreasing trend of the latter. The answers were also skewed in describing the trends of 

the graph and less on the discussion of why the information was a source of concern. It was 

encouraging to note that a few candidates made the link between the decline of foresty and 

reduction of carbon sinks. 

b. Most candidates provided sufficient and relevant information on the main sources of anthropogenic 

CO2 emissions – mainly heavy industry, transport and power generation. Less relevant and more 

varied were the answers related to which countries contribute most to this CO2 rise. Whilst many 

candidates identified the MEDCs as the main contributors with USA and China as the most cited 

countries, a few candidates incorrectly named LEDCs countries such as Bangladesh and Phillipines, 

and also Malta. 

c. This sub-question was well answered by most candidates. Candidates obtained good marks when 

their answers were specific, with direct reference to renewable sources of energy, efficient 

production processes and reducing wastage in energy use. A few candidates excelled in also 

discussing the relative effectiveness of these measures. 

Question 2 

This, was not a very popular question. This question required meteorological situation analysis. 

a. The few candidates who answered this question interpreted well the meteorological conditions 

displayed by the chart and could distinguish between the low pressure cyclone over the British Isles, 

Iceland and the Mediterranean, and the high atmospheric system over the rest of western Europe. 

Only one candidate provided a confusing answer to this generalised situation report.  

b. Similar to Question 2b, most of the candidates could interpret correctly the meteorological 

conditions over the Iberian Peninsula. 

c. Most of the candidates could relate the conditions displayed clearly on the chart to how the 

meteorological conditions will change over the next 24 hours, especially for temperature changes, 

precipitation and cloud cover. The answers related to wind speed and wind direction were less 

certain and relatively vaguer. 
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Question 3 

This was another very popular question which asked about soil erosion. 

a. Most candidates replied with relevant information about the impact of rainfall on soil surface. 

However, none of the candidates made specific reference to the types of soil erosion by rainfall and 

surface run-off i.e splash erosion, sheet erosion, rill erosion and gully erosion.  The question related 

to deforestation was relatively better answered, with reference to a wide variety of processes related 

to exposure of mineral soil by removal of humus and litter layers, removal of vegetation cover and 

soil compaction by logging. The question related to unsustainable farming practices was mostly 

answered with reference to contour ploughing, monocropping and overgrazing. Reference was also 

made to pesticide and fertiliser usage but in most cases, the candidates did not explain well the role 

of the latter in soil erosion (such as for example killing organisms that bind the soil together).  

b. This question was answered in a rather general manner. Many candidates did make reference to the 

terracing system to conserve and minimise soil run-off and stabilise gravity-induced movements. 

Such answers needed to be more technical and specific. Some tangential reference was also made to 

rubble walls as being part of the Maltese culture and hosting a set of organisms however these points 

were not relevant in discussing their role to reduce soil erosion. 

Question 4 

This question was also minimally answered by the candidates.  

a. Most candidates named correctly the four labelled features marked A and D on Figure 3.   

b. This sub-question carried the bulk of the marks, as it required a detailed explanation of the formation 

of the four features labelled in 4a. It was encouraging to note that most candidates provided an 

adequate explanation related to the solution processes of limestone and the development of the 

four features through limestone dissolution. Some candidates also provided a simple list without 

discussion. 

c. In this sub-question, the candidates were expected to link to the general geological characteristics of 

Maltese limestone, in terms of permeability and bedding planes in bedrock and also comment on the 

presence of drainage processes related to the semi-arid but torrential drainage network. The answers 

varied from weak and vague to very strong detailed answers. 
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Section B: Human Geographical Processes 

Question 5 

Many candidates attempted this question. 

a. A few candidates failed to distinguish between the different population pyramids despite the clear 

key provided in the diagram.  

b. Many candidates provided correct answers for this sub-question showing they have some familiarity 

with the use of population pyramids. 

c. Most candidates could provide advantages in the use of population pyramids but fewer candidates 

provided disadvantages. 

Question 6 

This question was attempted by a fair number of candidates. 

a. Most candidates gave clear definitions for tertiary and quaternary sectors of the economy.  

b. Several candidates answered correctly but some provided rather obscure reasons. 

c. The answers to this sub-question varied considerably. Many answers did not contain knowledge 

application to the real world or include concrete examples from the Maltese context. 

Question 7 

Most candidates defined a settlement hierarchy correctly. 

a. The most common answer to this question was population size and function. Sphere of influence was 

supplied by few candidates. 

b. Generally, many correct answers were provided. Candidates mentioned pollution; traffic; polluted 

water supply; shanty towns; lack of employment; crime as urban problems in developing countries. 

Unemployment; air, water and land pollution; crime; traffic congestion were the most common 

problems associated with developed countries. 

Question 8 

a. Most candidates defined the term migration correctly. 

b. Answers dealt mostly with the source and destination countries. Only a few candidates differentiated 

between land and sea routes. 

c. Overall, most answers were correct with push and pull factors being mentioned. 

d. Good descriptions were given of problems which migrants face when they arrive at their intended 

destination. The most common answers were; few employment opportunities with low paying jobs; 

adapting to new culture; language; education; racism, discrimination, rejection and cultural barriers. 
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D. General Remarks 

1. In contrast to previous years, all students managed to follow the rubric and answer the four questions 

that they were meant to attempt. This probably reflects the simpler layout of the examination paper. 

2. As in previous years, many candidates still seem to struggle to communicate in written English and 

sometimes also misuse geographical terminology.  

3. Many candidates also lack the ability to produce a well-structured essay. Many essays lack 

consistency and a logical sequence.    

4. Some candidates’ handwriting was very difficult to read.  

5. Some candidates failed to take note of the marks allotted for each question. The marks provide some 

indication of the level of detail required in their answer. 
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