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A. Statistical Information 
 

Twenty-nine candidates registered for the examination. The breakdown of the Grades obtained by the 

candidates was as follows: 

Grade A B C D E F Abs Reg 

No 2 1 5 5 9 5 2 29 

% 6.9 3.4 17.2 17.2 31.0 17.2 6.9 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Intermediate Art 2019 First Session  

 

Grade No. of Candidates % of Candidates 

A - C 8 27.6 

A - E 22 75.9 

FAIL 5 17.2 

Table 2: Candidates’ general performance for the First Session 2019 

B. Part IA – Coursework - General Remarks 
 

The great majority of candidates presented their work in line with the syllabus regulations. The work was 

suitably submitted in separate folders and duly marked, while thick canvas board and canvas stretchers were 

avoided. 

In general, the candidates did not include materials that constitute a health hazard in their work. However, 

a number of candidates did not present their work in a standard commercially available folder as stipulated 

in the syllabus, but in a home-made folder. Some of these folders were larger than the dimensions stipulated 

in the syllabus, while most of them were constructed with cardboards that were attached together by means 

of staples. This is unacceptable as it constitutes a health hazard for examiners when handling the works. 

A(i) Portfolio 

 

The candidates who obtained high marks presented a body of work that demonstrates a focused 

investigation and critical analysis of the theme. Some portfolios did not include structured and coherent 

material. Candidates should see that the coursework represents a selection of subject matter, media and 

techniques, reflecting a sustained and holistic artistic education over the two-year course. The portfolio 

should show technical ability, a good knowledge of drawing and colour. Portfolios which make use of glued 

pictures from the internet or copies from photographs deprived of personal interpretation will lose marks. 

The material presented in the portfolio and personal study should be diverse.  
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A(ii) Personal Study 

 

As in previous years some candidates presented a limited number of finished works. This fails to meet the 

requisite of this section. It is suggested that the topic chosen for the personal study should be kept simple 

and straight forward enabling the candidate to express his/her personal capabilities. 

A(iii) Visual Journal 

 

A well-kept journal should show evidence of continuous progress and sustained study over the two-year 

course. As stated in the syllabus, it should contain sketches, drawings, cuttings and art-historical references 

accompanied by annotations and personal reflections. As in previous years a number of candidates 

presented a sketchbook rather than a journal.  

C. Part I B Thematic Project Work 
 

A small number of candidates obtained very high marks in this section, with some candidates doing far better 

in this paper than in the other papers.  As in the other sections of the examination, it is suggested that 

downloads and secondary sources should be kept to a minimum as these do not serve as a substitute for the 

candidates’ personal work. 

D. Part II – Section A – Work from Observation 
 

There was a small percentage of candidates who did very well in this paper and obtained a high mark, 

another small percentage produced satisfactory work, but the rest were weak obtaining a lower average 

mark. The candidates need to put more effort and commitment in this paper. 

E. Part II – Section B – History of Art 
 

As in the previous years, some candidates did better in the History of Art paper than in the Coursework and 

the practical papers.  

Many candidates did not discuss the context, the iconography of the period's salient characteristics, or its 

place within the oeuvre of the artist of the work of art under discussion. A descriptive essay is not the right 

answer to this paper, and it is expected that candidates engage in a more contextual manner with the works 

of art.  

Chairperson  

Examination Panel 2019 

 


