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A. STATISTICAL DATA   
 

The table below summarises the distribution of grades for Paper A and B for the SEC English Literature 2019. 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 141 206 429 436 308     348 27 1895 

PAPER B       111 103 90 79 189 107 679 

NUMBER OF CANDIDATES 141 206 429 547 411 90 79 537 134 2574 

% OF TOTAL 5.48 8.00 16.67 21.25 15.97 3.50 3.07 20.86 5.21 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for English Literature 2019 Main Session  

A close examination of the results for the May 2019 English Literature session shows an overall higher 

number of candidates obtaining good grades attributed to the fact that candidates were well prepared for a 

critical analysis, providing a personal response and having the ability to structure their arguments. However 

a much bigger fail and absenteeism rate than in previous years was also noted. The frequency of candidates 

obtaining very low grades in Paper II essays has being increasing since last year. Examiners also came across 

candidates whose work showed limited knowledge of texts, difficulty of expression and incoherent writing 

and still opted for Paper A. On the other hand, candidates who obtained very good grades wrote essays of a 

relatively high standard, demonstrating not only a good knowledge of the texts but also the ability to focus 

on the given rubric whilst structuring their arguments and essays. 

B. Paper I  

SECTION A - POETRY 

 

‘On Turning Ten’ by Billy Collins is a poem about the speaker’s reluctance to turn ten and to thus grow up. 

The speaker compares the fond memories of his earlier years with the current state of despair as he realizes 

that he is about to grow up and thus begins to understand that there is more to life. The adult world will 

replace the joys of childhood as well as the wild and vivid imagination of the child. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

 

Most candidates understood the poem. They were sensitive to the feelings of joy and happiness that early 

childhood brings with it and also evidenced an understanding of the sense of dread felt at turning ten. 

However, a number of candidates found the last three questions, which required some degree of critical 

thinking, challenging. Very few candidates failed to answer the whole set of questions as the great majority 

made a visible effort to answer all questions fully. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

1 The large majority of candidates answered this question correctly. 

 

2 Most of the candidates answered correctly. However, a number of candidates selected the words 

‘measles’ or ‘mumps’ which are obviously synonymous with physical pain. This could be either 

because the candidates overlooked the phrase ‘not referring’ in the set question or else because 
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they missed the meaning completely. Another reason at failure was the fact that some candidates 

quoted whole phrases instead of single words. Clearly the correct words were not highlighted so 

in such circumstances the question was not awarded any marks.  

 

3 A good number of candidates scored full marks on this question. It must be noted that a number 

of candidates failed to make the distinction between the poet and the speaker of the poem. 

 

4 Most candidates scored some marks on this question. The most popular reasons given were the 

fact that each year was important to the child and that the childhood memories were 

unforgettable.  Unfortunately, some candidates missed the word TWO in bold in the question 

and gave only one reason. A number of candidates provided one very valid reason to show the 

importance of the phrase ‘every digit’. The second reason provided was, in a number of cases, 

similar to the first or else irrelevant.  

 

5 A good number of candidates remarked about the speaker’s dread and the sense of an ending 

conveyed through the repetition of the word ‘time’. Some candidates merely stated that the 

repetition of the word ‘time’ emphasises the importance of time. Candidates ought to be 

encouraged to look closely at the context before writing their answers.   

 

6 Most candidates scored full marks on this task. However, this seemingly accessible question 

subtly undermined the performance of some candidates who either failed to specifically look into 

the fourth stanza, as instructed, or else quoted two words only instead of two phrases.   

 

7 Most candidates identified the figure of speech correctly but a good number failed to provide a 

convincing analysis of the metaphor. This is the perennial stumbling block for candidates who 

persevere in answering literature questions in a literal manner. The final task required candidates 

to point out the difference between two images. This proved to be the hardest part of the 

question. Only a small number of candidates scored full marks, and very few managed to secure 

one mark. Candidates who focused only on one of the images failed to bring out the 

difference/contrast as expected.  

 

8 Only a handful of candidates scored full marks on this question. Many candidates merely provided 

an explanation of the sentence rather than an analysis of its effectiveness. Candidates were 

expected to comment on the brevity of the sentence and how it contributes to the speaker’s 

acceptance of his fate. Candidates who scored full marks commented on the abruptness and the 

ring of finality of the said sentence.  

 

9 Although nearly all candidates attempted this question, most did poorly in this final task. A 

disappointing majority scored less than half the marks since they produced a mere paraphrase of 

the poem rather than an analysis of how the poet succeeds in conveying positive and negative 

feelings. Few candidates managed to score high marks as most limited themselves to writing 

about the boy’s imaginative play versus the feeling of sadness upon growing up. Very few 
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attempted to include reference to the poem, particularly the use of figurative language as is often 

expected in the higher order questions of an unseen poem. The candidates limited themselves to 

mentioning the words used to depict fear and pain, and later the imaginative aspect in his make-

believe world. This would classify mildly as an attempt at evaluating the poet’s use of diction, but 

that is as far as the absolute majority of candidates could fathom. Some answers were superficial 

and often irrelevant, thus scoring no points.  

 

Candidates should be aware that this final task will require a close analysis of a certain aspect of 

the poem and will almost invariably expect them to comment on figures of speech and poetic 

devices. The rubric instructs them to focus on ‘how’ the poet succeeds in conveying said feelings. 

This entailed an analysis of the poet’s craft, such as, as observed by candidates who scored well 

on the task, the use of the first-person speaker, the series of metaphors at the start of the poem, 

the varying sentence lengths, the diction and contrasting moods. 

 

SECTION B – PROSE 

 

This year’s unseen prose was an extract from Laurie Lee’s ‘Cider with Rose’ which is a three-year-old’s 

recollection of the day he and his family moved to a country cottage in the summer of the last year of the 

First World War. The passage sheds light on the different emotions experienced from fear and loneliness to 

relief, comfort and awe. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

 

Most candidates seem to have understood the passage with a number of candidates doing very well in this 

section. Most of the marks were lost in the last question where candidates failed to support their answer 

with close reference to the passage. Most answers consisted of a summary or a paraphrase of the passage 

while others failed to make any reference to time. A few candidates failed to attempt questions 7 through 

1O, hence forfeited 11 marks. Even this year answers, especially those of candidates opting for Paper B, were 

rife with spelling mistakes, grammar errors and L1 interference. Many candidates have not yet grasped the 

idea behind language analysis and are treating this section as simply an exercise in comprehension. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

1 Most candidates answered this question correctly. 

2 Many candidates simply quoted a list of words or phrases but failed to comment on how these words 

convey a negative image of the grass. Others simply copied out or paraphrased the question set, giving 

little importance to analysis of the language and diction. 

3 Answers to this question were mixed. There were some very good answers that warranted full marks. 

Others, however, either indicated the senses without giving examples or gave the examples without 

specifying the senses being used. 
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4 This question required the candidates to specify the change in mood which takes place in the passage 

and what brings about the change. There were good answers that specified the moods and what causes 

the change. Quite often what brings about the change was overlooked and the change in mood was 

not always specified but simply referred to as ‘from negative to positive’. Most candidates answered 

this question correctly by identifying the section where this change takes place, outlining the before 

and after of the change and how it is brought about.  

5 The key word here was “desperation”. It was clear that a number of candidates did not know the 

meaning of despair. Also, judging by the contradictory answers given, candidates failed to see a link 

between questions - in the previous question they would have said that the child was happy to see his 

sisters whereas in this answer they said that the child wants to be left alone and does not want any 

contact with human beings. Some did focus on the fact that the child was alone and did not expect to 

be found. Others did focus on “howled” and while they did not actually indicate the device, they did 

explain what it means and were awarded a good mark.  

6 Most candidates answered this question correctly. A good number of candidates explained the effect 

of the use of direct speech, mentioning the idea of safety and care. There were, however, attempts 

that only stated the obvious - that a person is speaking. 

7 Answers to this question were mostly unsatisfactory as most candidates failed to understand the image 

conveyed by ‘their mouths smeared with red currants and their hands dripping in juice’. Some gave a 

vague answer and simply mentioned that one is negative and the other positive while others thought 

the description at the beginning was positive and the later one was negative. There were quite a few 

bizarre answers like comparing the juice to blood and concluding that the sisters must have committed 

a murder. Plausible answers were very limited. There were a number of candidates who did not 

attempt an answer. Many marks were lost here.  

8 Most candidates answered this multiple-choice question correctly. 

9 Most candidates answered correctly, commenting on how the use of commas in the long sentence 

seem to convey the excitement and wonder of the child while describing the cottage. 

10 Answers ranged from weak to excellent. The weak answers consisted of a summary or paraphrase of 

the text and did not make any reference to the text or comment on the various time references. The 

excellent answers provided a detailed analysis of the time references with close reference to the text. 

C. PAPER II  

GENERAL COMMENTS: PAPER A and PAPER B 

 

SECTION A - DRAMA 

 

Macbeth, Dear Nobody and The Play of Kes were the most popular plays. The Merchant of Venice and A View 

from the Bridge were equally popular. The least popular were Twelfth Night and the new play Fast. 

Candidates who were awarded high grades showed a thorough knowledge of the play they had studied and 

were well versed in how to present a well-structured critical answer. However, one still found candidates, 
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particularly in Paper B, whose answer consisted of one long paragraph. Some shortcomings still persist. 

These include irrelevant material, summaries of stories, a narrative approach, lack of reference to the text 

and insufficient focus on keywords in the rubric. 

SECTION B - POETRY 

 

Performance in this section ranged between excellent to poor. A good number of candidates performed 

extremely well and were awarded full marks because they had well-structured essays which focused on the 

rubric, showed great knowledge of the poems, used quotations to support their arguments and 

demonstrated great analytical skills. However, as in previous years, a good number of candidates’ 

performance was poor due to the fact that their answer to the poetry section merely consisted of two 

paragraphs consisting of a paraphrase or summary of the two poems chosen, with no direct reference to the 

poems being discussed.  

SECTION C - PROSE 

 

A good majority of answers showed very good knowledge of the texts studied, with a good number of 

candidates writing focused essays in which discussions included a personal reaction to the rubrics. 

Candidates who obtained good grades showed evidence of their ability to structure their arguments and 

essays using relevant quotes to back up the arguments made. Candidates whose essays lacked focus, 

coherence and consisted of mainly narration fared poorly in this section. 

D. PAPER II A 

SECTION A - DRAMA 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

1a Most of the candidates answered correctly identifying the appropriate context in which these words 

were spoken and thus showing Viola’s confusion as she finds herself in the love triangle.  

1b Most answers were focused, however, a good number of answers were limited to the differences 

and there was no mention of similarities between the two. 

1c Answers showed an awareness of the complications related to love but often answers were limited 

to the disguise of Viola as Cesario with no reference made to Feste’s disguise as Sir Topas. 

 

2          Candidates who chose this question focused mostly on the trick played on Malvolio by Sir Toby and 

Maria. The better answers included elements typical of a comedy like stock characters, the element 

of love and the happy ending. In a number of cases candidates explained the build-up of events very 

well but there was lack of analysis.  

3 Most candidates answered this question well, highlighting the most particular traits borne by 

Malvolio. The answers focused on the spiteful and sarcastic traits of Malvolio especially at the 

beginning of the play. The majority focused on the prank and expressed sympathy for him because 

the prank was carried to extremes. Candidates showed how it is very difficult to show any sympathy 
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towards Malvolio at the beginning of the play and how this character is also pitied towards the end 

especially when he is confined, although this feeling is lost once again as he announces his revenge. 

Some candidates did point this out as well. 

4a A very limited number of candidates attempted this question. The text was generally placed in the 

correct context and answered in some detail. 

4b Answers to this question were sketchy and rather limited to comic relief. 

 4c Answers to this question mainly consisted of facts about the relationships between parents and 

children.  

 

 5 This was a popular choice but hardly well argued. There was no reference to the importance of money 

in Venice, it being a commercial centre. Some did not even mention Shylock’s love of money. There 

was mention of Portia’s relief that Morocco and Arragon chose the wrong casket even though they 

were hoping to impress her with their wealth. Even though candidates did mention that Bassanio’s 

love was true love, they did not mention that money was important for him to be able to woo Portia 

in order to demonstrate the close link between money and love. 

6 This was the most popular of the three. It was a pity to see candidates who had a very good 

knowledge of the play losing marks for the simple reason that they did not focus on the key words in 

the rubric and limited their answer to the suitors and their choice of casket. 

7a Most candidates correctly placed the text in context. Some candidates, however, showed uncertainty 

in the first part of this question. However, they then fared quite well in the subsequent questions, 7b 

and 7c.  

7b This question was generally correctly answered.  

7c Most answers were limited and focused only on the evil in Macbeth. Some did not even mention the 

witches or the many references to darkness in the play. 

8 This was a very popular essay which was successfully tackled by most candidates. It was a real 

pleasure to read some excellent answers. Most answers were correct, clear and accurate, showing 

proper references to the play and choosing very relevant examples such as Macbeth’s hallucinations, 

before the murder of King Duncan as well as those after the murder such as Banquo’s ghost. 

Candidates also mentioned the change in Lady Macbeth as she spirals down into delusion as the play 

progresses. Candidates also discussed Macbeth’s gradual deterioration and his ruthlessness at the 

end. There were some answers that were narrative rather than analytical. 

9 This was also a popular question. Once again, there were some very good answers that were focused. 

Candidates mostly chose the contrast between Order and Chaos and Good and Evil. In the case of 

Order and Chaos, most answers were quite clear showing the order brought about by certain 

characters such as King Duncan, King Edward, Malcolm, Macduff and Banquo and contrasted this 

with the disorder brought about by certain characters such as Macbeth, Lady Macbeth and the 

Witches. Candidates who chose to discuss Good and Evil discussed the differences between 

characters such as Macbeth and Lady Macbeth and good characters such as Macduff, Malcolm and 
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Duncan. Some candidates, however, focused more on the evil aspects of the play rather than the 

good. Some answers lacked balance focusing mainly on evil and tackling good superficially or not at 

all.  

10 This was a popular choice and answers showed an understanding of the theme. Many candidates 

referred to the key elements which caused Eddie Carbone to become jealous as the play progresses. 

Candidates also focused on Eddie’s jealousy towards Catherine at the beginning of the play as she 

receives the job opportunity as a stenographer as well Eddie’s increase in jealousy as Rodolpho enters 

the scene. Jealousy was shown through various examples. Candidates fared quite well in this essay. 

A good number of candidates referred to the play as a Greek tragedy with Alfieri as the narrator. 

11 This was also popular and examples of fear selected were appropriate. Candidates identified and 

discussed different forms of fear found in the play; the most common ones being, the fear of Marco 

and Rodolfo being caught by the Immigration Office, Catherine’s fear of Eddie and Eddie’s fear of 

losing Catherine. Some candidates focused on Catherine’s fear of Eddie since she never really tried 

to go against his wishes, up until Rodolfo arrives as well as Marco and Rodolpho’s fear of being 

caught.  

12 This question was only chosen by a few candidates. The ones who attempted this question showed 

that Eddie’s tension and his tendency to distrust others mostly emanated from his incestuous feelings 

towards Catherine. Most candidates focused on the relationships between Eddie and Alfieri (the 

lawyer) and Eddie and Marco and Rodolpho. Most of the answers were relevant albeit lacking some 

analytical depth. 

13 This was not a very popular question. The candidates who answered this question, discussed the 

difference between Mr and Mrs Garton’s house and Don and Joan’s house. Some answers also 

discussed the abortion clinic and identified this setting as a turning point in Helen’s character as this 

is where she decides to keep ‘Nobody’. A good number of answers were relevant, discussing 

examples clearly. However, a number of candidates only mentioned the settings but were not able 

to explain the experience and their importance. One answer, though focused and relevant was not 

awarded any marks as it was answered on Kes and not on Dear Nobody. 

14 Very few candidates attempted this question and answers mostly showed how Hines uses humour 

in the manner in which he portrays Mr Gryce, the headmaster, Mr Sugden the PE teacher as well as 

the newspaper shop owner whom Billy almost knocks off the ladder.  The examples chosen were 

correct but most of them lacked the necessary analytical detail. 

15 This question was not attempted. 

16 A good number of candidates chose this question and most of the answers showed thorough 

knowledge of both characters and the problems they face discussing the contexts which both Billy 

and Helen find themselves in. In a number of answers Helen’s conservative mother, Alice was 

compared to, and contrasted with, Billy’s mother who does not bother much about her son. 

Candidates showed how each of the main characters had specific times in which they feel distant 

from their parents/one of their parents. Some candidates also mentioned the relationship between 

Joan and Mr Marshall, Chris’s parents.  Candidates fared relatively well in this question. What was 
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missing was a reference to the contrasting social backgrounds of the families and how these 

determined their mentality and their expectations for the future of their offspring. 

17 Very few candidates answered this question. Answers to this question were limited, sketchy and 

lacked direct reference to the plays. In the case of Fast there was no reference to particular parts of 

the play to show Charlie’s obsession with the media. One answer was out of point and another 

answered on Dear Nobody with just four lines on Kes.  

SECTION B - POETRY 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

1 This rubric was a very popular choice. Candidates who chose this rubric fared well or very well. They 

focused on the loneliness of the speakers in both poems. They pointed out that bullying and isolation 

were the sources of loneliness in the respective poems. Candidates who were sensitive to the many 

devices used in the poems wrote excellent essays. Those who merely produced a paraphrase of the 

poem fared poorly. 

2 This rubric was also a popular choice. Most candidates wrote very good essays on the subject of 

death. The excellent answers showed a thorough knowledge of text, used quotations consistently to 

substantiate their remarks and kept the focus of the essay in mind throughout. Such work is truly 

commendable. Candidates who merely provided a sketchy overview of the poems failed to satisfy 

the expectations of the ordinary level examination. 

3 Few candidates chose this rubric. Some wrote excellent essays about the subject matter of death, 

bullying or the war. Most candidates, however, fared poorly since they failed to comment on what 

makes the reader uncomfortable in the poems discussed. Candidates should be reminded that the 

focus of the rubric should be kept in mind throughout the entire essay.  

SECTION C - PROSE 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

1 This question was attempted by only a few candidates. Answers were valid.  

2 Very few candidates attempted this question. Answers were limited. One was incomplete and 

unsatisfactory. 

3 This question was not attempted.   

4 This question was attempted by only a few candidates. Answers were valid. A most straightforward 

question.  The marks ranged from pass to very good, the latter managing to write a detailed analysis 

of how Dahl manages to heighten the element of suspense without too much paraphrase. Some 

candidates were able to support their answer with valid quotes from the story.    

5 The candidates who opted for this question offered a range of abilities.  All candidates wrote about 

two characters. The usual pitfall was the irresistible tendency to let story telling take over the 

diagnostic perspective. The better essays focused on those characters who are visibly left incapacitated 
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in the end after a twist of events, namely Cyril Boggis in Parson’s Pleasure, and Mrs Foster’s revenge 

in Way up to Heaven.  The average essay discussed the twist very casually at the end of the essay.  Such 

basic expression scored a basic mark.   

6 This was quite popular and the chosen stories were in their majority appropriate choices.  The most 

preferred stories were The Way up to Heaven, Mrs Bixby and the Colonel’s Coat, The Umbrella Man 

and The Landlady. The most obvious preference between one story and the other was the portrayal of 

suspense and the twist at the end. The highflyers provided valid quotes which enhanced quality. 

Although most essays offered more paraphrase than critical analysis, the general outcome was 

acceptable.  Some candidates focused on only one story or discussed two without  showing their 

preference. A few failed to refer to two texts thus losing marks for not comparing, contrasting or 

providing support for their preference.  

7 This was the most popular question of all. In general, candidates seemed to combine both cunning use 

of language and use of brute force smoothly in their essay. Most candidates provided valid and focused 

essays, although the responses were often similar and repetitive.  The only snare was the fact that 

some candidates focused more on the use of language and barely mentioned the pigs’ use of brute 

force.  This was clearly detrimental to the score, even though in general, the candidates showed a high 

level of plot knowledge and knew their quotes well enough. The introduction and the conclusion were 

indispensable tools and gave an impressive effect to the higher order essays.   

8 This was a popular essay and most candidates showed coherence and consistency. The most obvious 

response highlighted the fact that utopia is an illusion in the end and Benjamin was right in saying what 

he said.  Many candidates knew the novel inside out and were able to quote with ease.  The best thing 

is that all the quotes were in context and barely out of tune. Candidates need to avoid writing too 

much background knowledge which has no relevance to the set question. 

9  The novella offered numerous occasions where power corrupts sooner or later. Napoleon and 

Snowball take complete control of the farm supported by the gullible followers and this is reflected in 

society and also hints at the political background in which it was written. Candidates fared well in 

general, combining excellent expression with the right personal analysis. 

10 This was a popular question with candidates.  Although the role of all three characters was made quite 

clear by some, the essays were mostly written at face value, in that the father’s main concern was his 

job, mother was weak and unassuming, while Bruno was too curious and naive. The result of all this 

was the untimely death of Bruno.  While most candidates responded well to this question by offering 

a critical response about the characters’ role in Bruno’s end, very few captivated the essence and 

managed to devise an equally captivating structure.  

11 The better answers needed to make reference to the four key words in the question evidencing how 

characters, attitudes and incidents help the reader form an understanding of Nazism according to 

Boyne. Most candidates showed a thorough knowledge of the text and provided suitable examples 

from the text to support their arguments. However, many candidates did not refer to all four key words 

in rubric. 
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12 Most essays were focused and well written. The most obvious disturbing aspect that came to mind 

was Bruno and Shmuel’s horrific end. Candidates found various episodes in the novel which make it 

disturbing, and this helped the majority to write well and precisely. The high achievers were able to 

combine content, language and quotes in a very precise manner. On the other hand, a number of 

essays dealt with the compulsory urge to narrate, and offered little analysis. Moreover, in a few cases 

many salient points pertinent to this question were left out.  

13 Most candidates were mostly interested in commenting about the various instances of death that 

occur throughout the novel. The most common ones were the death of father, Bertha the dog, and 

Charlie.  Only the better answers, which were few, showed an understanding that loss in the novel is 

not limited to death only. Very few stretched their imagination as to how loss of innocence, loss of 

security, loss of happiness, loss of love and control have a bearing on the plot. Most essays rambled 

and lacked continuity and focus. 

14 A very straightforward essay which proved popular with most candidates. Most answers mentioned 

how war appeared enticing and glamorous and how it really affected everyone - directly and indirectly 

- in the end. Candidates did well in general and were able to inject their own valid critical response and 

authenticate it with relevant quotes. 

15 Although the question offered a myriad of options as to the different aspects of power, Grandma Wolf 

and Sergeant Hanley were officially the ones who had the power of official status and authority.  

Unfortunately, a number of essays were merely a narrative rather than a proper analysis. Moreover, 

in a few cases many salient points pertinent to this question were left out. Only a few candidates 

excelled in this question.   

16 The challenges presented in the novel offer ample space for discussion and the candidates felt safe in 

their arguments. The majority of essays scored well. The highest achieving essays offered a sound 

structure with the use of discourse markers which gave the content a commendable quality. The 

average essay was satisfactory and included a few quotes which gave depth to the analysis. Most 

essays showed understanding of how the different settings combine into so many challenges to Sade 

and Femi. Candidates performed well in this question not only because it simply focused on the main 

experiences in the novel and because there are plenty of examples to make reference to, but also 

because the sequence Nigeria, London and school helped candidates structure the body of their essay. 

17 The theme of refugees lends itself to general commenting as it picks up aspects of real and current life.  

Some candidates were too vague in their response and hardly referred to the novel. All in all, most 

essays fared fairly well due to good essay structure, fluent expression and focused analysis.  The better 

essays provided a varied and captivating introduction, selected appropriate instances from the novel 

and managed to conclude coherently, and this enhanced essay quality. 

18 This was a popular question. Though a number of candidates did not always provide a goodanswer 

they showed relevant knowledge of the central conflict between truth and lying, represented in the 

title of the novel itself.  Some candidates made a reference to this and highlighted its importance in 

the novel. A number of candidates knew the quotes and plot well and were able to insert them in their 

analysis. It seemed that the usual lapse into narrative was more contained.  
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E. PAPER IIB 

SECTION A – DRAMA 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

1 Very few candidates attempted this question. Answers were weak showing no appropriate 

knowledge of the play. 

2 Only a few candidates attempted this question. Answers were very weak showing no adequate 

knowledge of the play. 

3 Most candidates spoke about Duke Orsino’s love as shown through his initial soliloquy.  Candidates 

also discussed the ensuing love triangle and the subsequent events which emanate from this comedy. 

Most of the examples discussed showed good knowledge of the play. A good number of candidates 

fared relatively well in this question. 

4 Only a few candidates attempted this question. Answers generally dealt with Shylock’s revenge on 

Antonio but did not refer to the general hatred of the Christians for Jews or to Jessica’s elopement 

with a Christian which further fuels Shylock’s desire for revenge.  

5 This question was not a popular choice among candidates. Candidates who chose this question 

focused on Antonio’s attachment with Bassanio and his derisive attitude towards Shylock. Not 

enough importance was given to the enmity between him and Shylock both on a religious basis as 

well as on a business level. 

6 This was a popular question. Candidates could deal with an account of the scene though very often 

it lacked detail but then failed to discuss its importance in the play. Candidates explained what 

happens in the trial scene in detail however analysis was lacking.  The facts provided were, however, 

mostly correct. 

7 Macbeth was the most popular play and many candidates chose this question. Candidates’ answers 

were mostly focused on Macbeth and Lady Macbeth’s betrayal of King Duncan and Macbeth’s 

betrayal of Banquo. There was a whole range of answers from very good to weak. Other betrayals 

referred to were those of the witches and their betrayal of Macbeth and Macduff’s betrayal of his 

family. Most candidates fared quite well in this question. 

8 This was also a popular question. Most of the candidates described the characters given very well, 

identifying all of them as good characters in the play. However, there were a number of answers 

which showed certain inaccuracies and lacked a certain depth. Some answers were in fact quite 

superficial focusing mostly on narrating events. Answers tended to ignore their importance in the 

play. 

9 Candidates who attempted this question focused mainly on the witches and their play on words in 

order to entice Macbeth into committing the evil deeds that he ends up committing. A number of 

candidates did mention elements such as Macbeth’s hallucinations of the dagger before King 

Duncan’s murder, and the ghost of Banquo during the banquet as examples of the supernatural 

elements in the play. Some answers also included references to Lady Macbeth’s soliloquy before King 
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Duncan’s murder. Once again, there was not enough focus on the role that the supernatural plays in 

Macbeth. 

10 This was not such a popular choice among candidates. Focus on Catherine’s naivete was good but 

her progress to maturity was not detailed enough. Some candidates, however, did show knowledge 

of the development of Catherine’s character throughout the play as she develops from a person who 

requires Eddie’s consent for everything that she does to a person who finally makes her own choices 

without Eddie’s consent.  

11 Answers showed that candidates were aware of the conflicts in the play. Most candidates focused 

on Eddie’s conflict with the illegal immigrants Marco and Rodolfo as well as his conflict with 

Catherine. Candidates fared quite well in this task. 

12 Most candidates identified the incestuous love shown on Eddie’s part towards Catherine. Some also 

showed the impact this had on the married life of Eddie and Beatrice. However, many answers lacked 

the necessary depth and analysis since most essays narrated the events rather than analysed them. 

13 Very few candidates chose this question. The good answers focused on the significance of Helen’s 

writing letters to her unborn baby. Some answers were narrative and did not focus on the 

significance.  

14 Candidates who attempted this question discussed Billy’s contrasting behaviour and experiences in 

the different contexts. Most answers did show the relationship he builds with Kes and how Kes 

manages to bring out the positive element in him. Very few candidates, however, referred to tragedy 

of the play, that the world Billy escapes to is just a short relief as reality eventually changes this in a 

most brutal manner. 

15 This question was not attempted. 

16 This was a very common choice among candidates. Candidates who did well in this question provided 

substantial detail about the parents in both plays, showing similarities and differences among them. 

Some candidates also showed the impact that such parents had on the main characters Billy and 

Helen, thus indicating that despite their different backgrounds, both Billy and Helen, shared some 

similar elements in the issues they faced at home.  There were a few answers which were quite 

superficial.  

17 This question was not attempted. 

SECTION B - POETRY 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

1 This rubric was the most popular choice. The essays produced ranged from excellent to very weak. 

Whereas most candidates were able to comment convincingly on the sense of disappointment as it 

emerges in ‘The Lesson’, a good percentage of candidates provided very superficial remarks about 

the sense of disappointment in ‘We are Going to See the Rabbit’. They merely pointed out the 

disappointment of the crowd who, after having journeyed far and wide to see the rabbit, failed to 

see the last rabbit in England. Those who remarked about the poet’s disappointment in humankind 
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and their actions and went on to link their activities to the extinction of species exhibited a far deeper 

understanding of the poem.  

2 Very few candidates opted for this rubric. Most of the essays were focused and provided a good 

analysis of the positive feelings aroused by the ship in ‘Sea Fever’ and the negative feelings of dread 

and fear that ‘Columbus’s doom-burdened caravels’ arouse in the Native American.  

3 A small percentage of candidates opted for this rubric. The most commonly chosen poems for 

discussion were ‘My Parents Kept Me from Children who were Rough’ and ‘The Lesson’. Some 

candidates exhibited very good knowledge of poems and referred closely to the various figures of 

speech and poetic devices used. This approach should be encouraged in the classroom. 

SECTION C - PROSE 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

 

1 This question was not attempted. 

2 This question was not attempted.   

3 This question was not attempted.  

4 A very straightforward question about illusion and reality. The most popular story was The Landlady 

and her manipulative ways which seem well suited for the topic; another story was The Umbrella 

Man, a seemingly harmless elderly man with a hidden passion for alcohol. However, very few 

candidates managed to go beyond the summary of the plot. Most essays were mostly a paraphrase 

and were below the required standard. 

5 This was not a very popular question.  The candidates who answered this question knew the stories 

well, however, they offered very little character analysis or the visible progress from a seemingly 

harmless character to a dangerous offender. The focus was more abundant on the landlady rather 

than the man from the south, possibly because a potentially dangerous landlady is more appealing 

as a story and the character leaves a deeper impact on the reader.  

6 Only a couple of candidates attempted this question and although they may have known the stories 

well, they often ended up simply paraphrasing and narrating.   

7 This was a popular question. The usual hazard is the constant narrative and exaggerated detail which 

blocks any chance of critical analysis.  In general, though, most essays were focused and valid. 

8 A popular question too.  Answers showed a good understanding of morals or life lessons. The most 

obvious morals warned readers of the manipulation of the stronger characters like the pigs and the 

naivety of the weaker ones like Benjamin and the sheep. The candidates’ knowledge of the text led 

most to identify the key points. 

9 This was also a popular question and the responses were valid in general. Both characters were 

analysed consistently, one slightly more than the other as the candidates seemed more familiar with 

Napoleon. The better essays included a more personal response than just a narrative of events.   
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10 The candidates who opted for this question were not always precise and very few managed to strike 

a balance and comment on life before Auschwitz.  Some candidates failed to read the question well 

and discussed life in Auschwitz. For some reason, Bruno’s life back in Berlin was expressed into more 

detail than Shmuel’s. Hardly anyone managed to discuss the fact that before life became truly 

terrible, Shmuel’s life was not half as lavish as Bruno’s.  In fact, the answers were superficial and did 

not delve into important detail. The better essays moved away from the obvious narrative and 

managed to infuse their writing with relevant personal analysis.   

11 The majority of answers were valid in content as they provided at least two examples of the contrast 

between good and evil.  However, some essays focused only on the good thus failing to provide an 

analysis of the contrast present in the novel. Although the themes of honesty and innocence and evil 

are central in the novel, some candidates only skimmed on the co-existence of good and evil. The 

cruelty of Nazism was mostly expressed by the Kotler and Pavel incident, while innocence revolved 

around Maria, Shmuel and Bruno himself. There was with very little original attempt at other aspects 

of the themes which are abundant in the novel.   

12 This was the least popular of all three questions. Although there were many points worth considering, 

the average answer focused on only one or at most, two aspects mainly Gretel’s submissive nature 

and changing behaviour in favour of Nazism in contrast with her brother Bruno who was the kinder 

soul who ultimately dies at the hands of the Nazis. Essays were mostly limited and not well structured. 

Very few managed to score adequately. 

13 Only a few candidates attempted this question. The few responses were generally very limited and 

offered very little analysis, especially about the incident and its consequences. A few candidates did 

not have enough knowledge of the incident and the novel and wandered off completely.    

14 This question was quite popular. Both Sergeant Hanley and Captain Wilkes were discussed 

appropriately in most essays, although the effort seemed basic enough and there was more 

storytelling than actual character study.  

15 Candidates’ answers to this question were satisfactory. They were mostly basic answers although 

unquestionably correct.  Most candidates managed to select three forms of love particularly love for 

Molly, brotherly love and love towards animals (Bertha the dog).  In general, most candidates showed 

a good knowledge of the novel. The better candidates provided a better coverage, expression and 

structure. 

16 This was the most popular question. Although the ideas were straightforward, very few candidates 

offered a personal response and most wrote a summary of events instead. The effects on Sadie and 

Femi were only analysed on a very superficial level, with very few candidates delving into the many 

levels which could have been discussed. Candidates mostly referred to the obvious and not the 

deeper psychological effects, although the average essay showed knowledge of relevant information. 

17 This question was not attempted. 

18 The few candidates who attempted this question focused on Folarin making difficult decisions for the 

safeguarding of his family - he decides to send his children to England with strangers and to keep 

writing in the face of potential harm.  The essays did not particularly show an understanding of the 
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various elements that condition his behaviour in detail. The essays were skimpy and consisted mostly 

of a paraphrase.  
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