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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Design and Technology was 75. Of these 

registrations, 30 opted for Paper IIA while 45 opted for Paper IIB.  

The following tables shows the distribution of grades for the Special September Session 2020 of the 

examination. 

Paper I & Paper IIA 

Grade No. of Candidates % of Candidates 

1 4 13.3 

2 5 16.7 

3 3 10.0 

4 5 16.7 

5 4 13.3 

U 9 30.0 

Absent 0 0.0 

Total 30 100.0 
Table 1: Candidates who sat for Paper IIA 

Paper I & Paper IIB 

Grade No. of Candidates % of Candidates 

4 6 13.3 

5 12 26.7 

6 7 15.6 

7 4 8.9 

U 15 33.3 

Absent 1 2.2 

Total 45 100.0 
Table 2: Candidates who sat for Paper IIB 

 

All Candidates 

Grade No. of Candidates % of Candidates 

1 4 5.3 

2 5 6.7 

3 3 4.0 

4 11 14.7 

5 16 21.3 

6 7 9.3 

7 4 5.3 

U 24 32.0 

Absent 1 1.3 

Total 75 100.0 
Table 3: All candidates who sat for D&T 
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B. GENERAL REMARKS 

General Remarks on Paper I – Iterative Project 
The average mark obtained by all candidates in Paper I was 60, with the average for those opting for Paper 

IIA being 69 and the average for those opting for Paper IIB being 51. There were 3 candidates who did not 

present their Iterative Project, while 7 candidates obtained a mark lower than 35. 

Assessment and marking of Paper I for school candidates was not affected by the pandemic as schools were 

physically closed exactly on the date of the deadline for submitting project results.  However, no project 

moderation could be carried out for this examination session due to schools’ closure.  Moreover, no 

interviews were carried out, as there were no private candidates. 

General Remarks on Paper II – Written Examination 

There was a general improvement in performance in this session over previous years, which can be related 

to the fact that this session was the second one after the major change in syllabus and candidates might 

have had clearer expectations for the written paper. 

It is to be noted, however, that there were 20 out of the 75 applicants who did not present themselves for 

the written paper. 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER II 

Section A – Common for Paper A & B 

Question 1 

Candidates did well in this question.  However, some were not familiar with the concept of mood boards. 

Question 2 

Many candidates obtained marks in the question, with some obtaining full marks. 

Question 3 

Majority of candidates sitting for Paper B obtained no marks in this question.  The majority of those who did 

not obtain full marks drew the capacitor without differentiating the leads. 

Question 4 

The majority of the candidates did well in this question about classification of materials. 

Question 5 

Candidates found this question quite straightforward, with the majority obtaining full marks. 

Question 6 

Almost all candidates obtained full marks in this question about the environment and its resources. 
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Section B – Paper A 

Question 7 

Performance in this question was average.  Some candidates failed to the use proper terminology. 

Question 8 

Performance in this question was average.  Some candidates confused data recording with data collection. 

Question 9 

There was a good level of response for this sketching question.  In fact, all candidates obtained more than 
half the marks.  The quality of sketching was better than in previous examination sessions; however, a 
general misuse of the drawing space was noted, with many candidates sketching small diagrams or 
presenting only one diagram to communicate their idea.  The use of annotations improved over the previous 
years.  

Question 10 

Candidates did well in this question. 

Question 11 

There was an overall good response to this question.  However, some described the predicted outcome of 
the test rather than the test itself. 

 

Section B – Paper B 

Question 7 

Very few candidates obtained full marks in this question.  Many did not know the reason why references 
should be included when presenting data. 

Question 8 

Candidates showed lack of understanding of data recording methods as few obtained full marks. 

Question 9 

Sketching techniques were better compared to Paper A as candidates made good use of drawing area and 
annotations were detailed.  However ideas drawn were not always relevant to the given context as 
candidates did not understand what was expected from them. 

Question 10 

Overall, candidates did well in this question. 

Question 11 

Similar to Paper A, candidates mention a correct criteria but some failed to describe the testing procedure 
for that criteria. 

 

Section C – Paper A 

Question 12 

Candidates did generally well in this question.  They had a good understanding of material properties, 
manufacturing processes and health and safety procedures.  However, there was a lack of knowledge about 
colour theory. 
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Question 13 

Many candidates performed poorly in this question related to electronic systems.  Overall, candidates 
showed they understood the concept of systems, however many did not apply the concept correctly for the 
given circuit.  Candidates figured out that they had to make use of Ohm’s Law in part (b), however some did 
not find the voltage across the resistor.  Part (ciii) was left unattempted by some. 

Question 14 

There was mixed response for this question.  One third of the candidates obtained full marks, but others left 
it unattempted.  There were some mistakes in the mathematical calculations. 

Question 15 

There was a range of different responses to this question as it covered a range of topics from materials, 
fasteners, tools to CAD. 

Question 16 

A few candidates obtained full marks in this question about microcontrollers.  The majority of marks were 
lost on the programming flowchart because of missing or incorrect commands.  Some left part (b) 
unattempted. 
 

Section C – Paper B 

Question 12 

The majority of candidates did well in this question especially in the parts related to tools and manufacturing 
processes.  Similarly to Paper A, there was a lack of knowledge about colour theory.  There was also a lack 
of understanding of material properties. 

Question 13 

The vast majority failed this question about electronic systems.  Some left it partly or totally unattempted.  
The few who attempted part (b) identified that they had to make use of Ohm’s Law but did not find out the 
voltage across the resistor.  Many did not understand part (ciii).  None obtained full marks. 

Question 14 

A third of the candidates obtained no marks for this question or left it unattempted.  However, there was an 
overall better understanding of mechanical system as compared to electronic systems.  Many candidates got 
confused with the mathematical calculations. 

Question 15 

Overall, candidates did well in this question.  Some did not identify the pop rivet and many did not attempt 
part (ciii). 

Question 16 

Many candidates did not attempt this question about microcontrollers showing a general lack of 
understanding of the topic. 
 
 
Chairperson 
Examination Panel 2020 


