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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered for Social Studies for the Special September Session 2020 

was 150, 52 opting for Paper IIA and 98 opting for Paper IIB. There were 12 absent from the Paper IIA group 

and 37 absent from the Paper IIB group. 

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Special Septemer 2020 Session of the examination. 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 3 2 8 5 15 - - 7 12 52 

PAPER B - - - 9 6 8 15 23 37 98 

TOTAL 3 2 8 14 21 8 15 30 49 150 

% OF TOTAL 2.0 1.3 5.3 9.3 14.0 5.3 10.0 20.0 32.7 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Social Studies, Special September Session 2020 

B. GENERAL REMARKS 

General Remarks on the Written Examination 
The results obtained in this session cannot be considered as representative of the overall level reached by 

Social Studies students since the 2020 session was an anomalous one. 

Unfortunately, it is common practice for questions to be answered in a very simplistic manner and based on 

common sense knowledge rather than using sociological concepts. 

Paper IIB scripts included a number of responses that provided a fairly good understanding of sociological 

terms and demonstrated an ability to develop an argument. However, a considerable number of candidates 

who sat for Paper IIB provided very brief answers while others left many questions unanswered or were 

almost illegible because of poor handwriting. In addition, many of the responses provided showed little 

relevance to the questions and demonstrated a lack of skill in organising longer answers into coherent and 

structured paragraphs.  

Overall, there was a discrepancy in the level of knowledge and skills demonstrated in the responses provided 

by Paper IIA and Paper IIB candidates. Most of the responses provided by Paper IIA candidates demonstrated 

a sound knowledge of the content required. However, it is evident that candidates often falter when it comes 

to applying what they have learnt.  

It is also worth noting the importance of reading the question well. Year after year, there are candidates who 

disregard the command terms used in questions and thus their responses do not satisfy the questions’ 

requirements. 
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C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 

Paper I Section A 

Question 1 

(a) Social exclusion: A number of candidates provided an adequate definition for this concept but failed 

to elaborate on how an individual can be excluded from participating in education, work, community life, 

access to services and other aspects of life. Some candidates only explained that it means being excluded 

from society while others, failed to present a comprehensible view of social exclusion.  

(b) Standard of living: Most of the responses provided gave a well-structured definition. However, 

answers were often limited to the level of wealth available in order to maintain one’s lifestyle and did not 

go beyond conventional wisdom. These responses failed to contextualise standard of living with a level 

of well-being and its concomitant effects on social life. 

(c) Relative poverty: The responses provided indicate that quite a few candidates were familiar with the 

concept. Some of the responses provided gave a good comprehensive definition of this concept and good 

examples. However, a significant number of responses confused the definition of relative poverty with 

absolute poverty. A number of responses omitted the social and economic factors associated with the 

concept, while a few responses confused relativity with relatives, such as when people do not have 

relatives.  

(d) Absolute poverty: Most answers were satisfactory, showing an understanding of the meaning of 

absoluteness. Other answers were based on simplistic interpretations of the term. Some responses 

confused the definition of absolute poverty with relative poverty.   

Question 2 

Effects of poverty on society: The vast majority of the answers provided were correct. Issues like hunger, 

illness, loss of jobs and poor sanitation were the most mentioned. Others mentioned criminal activity, the 

general wellbeing of society as a whole, inability to pay utility bills, taxes and social unrest. Others argued 

that the effects of poverty are often interrelated and that one problem rarely occurs alone. Only a few of 

the responses provided were simplistic or incorrect. 

Question 3 

(a) Poverty and social exclusion: Most answers were brief, vague and irrelevant to the question. Most 

responses stated that poverty involves material and social deprivation, which leads to social exclusion but 

their correlation, was not well articulated. Answers were often weak, simply referring to the fact that 

social exclusion may lead to poverty just as poverty may lead to social exclusion without applying these 

concepts to real life situations. In addition, few responses confused social exclusion with exclusion from 

other social classes. 

(b) Three factors leading to social exclusion: A good number of candidates listed various factors leading 

to social exclusion such as exclusion from adequate income or resources, labour market exclusion, service 

exclusion and exclusion from social relations. Some candidates explained social exclusion based on race, 

class or religion. Other candidates mentioned lack of resources e.g. food and medicines and argued that 

these can lead to social exclusion. 
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Question 4 

Ways in which the welfare state contributes to improve the life of poor people: Although many responses 

did not define welfare state, they did link it to the provision of a range of social benefits. A good number of 

candidates demonstrated good knowledge of how the welfare state is concerned with implementing social 

policies, guaranteeing the well-being of the whole population and particularly the elimination of poverty. 

Candidates presented various arguments on how the government accepts responsibility for the well-being 

of all citizens, and that it does so by providing a range of social benefits. A common mistake was that there 

was no mention of any specific examples of the provision of social benefits offered by the government. Many 

failed to point out the array of social services aimed at mitigating the plight of those in need.  

Question 5  

Other welfare providers besides the State: Most responses provided acknowledged that welfare is not 

provided solely by the State. The most common answers were: L-Istrina, Community Chest Fund and similar 

organisations. Caritas was also mentioned as a provider of welfare. Other providers mentioned were The 

Prison Fellowship and St Jean Antide foundation. The assistance given on an individual or community level 

was not mentioned, although some responses mentioned family members helping members in need.  Private 

companies and the Church were rarely mentioned. Some answers tended to be brief or showed lack of 

knowledge about the welfare providers. A number of candidates kept their focus only on state intervention 

and a few candidates did not mention any providers at all. 

 

Paper I Section B 

Question 1 

(a) Values: Quite a few candidates correctly explained the meaning of values. Others gave valid examples 

instead of an explanation. There were those who gave vague answers. 

(b) Immigration: A number of responses incorrectly defined immigration.   

(c) Globalised World: Most responses provided were correct and acknowledged that the world has 

become closer because of the internet, making communication global and immediate. Many showed a 

good understanding of the fact that we are all interconnected and became like one global village. Only a 

few of the responses provided were incorrect. 

(d) Refugees: Most of the responses provided were correct. Candidates explained that refugees are 

people escaping from countries torn by armed conflict and mentioned war and persecution. However, 

others mistakenly interchanged the meaning with that of irregular immigrants. 

Question 2 

The effects of cultural diversity on society: The answers provided perceived cultural diversity as the mixing 

of cultures often associated with music or traditions based on race and religion. Certain responses provided 

a definition of cultural diversity and mentioned some effects of cultural diversity on society. The main effects 

mentioned were those of racism and multiculturalism.  
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Question 3 

Name two low income countries which immigrants come from: A significant number of candidates did well 

in this question and gave two correct examples. Others gave only one correct answer. Not all of the answers 

correctly identified low income countries. Some answers erroneously referred to continents instead of 

countries. 

Question 4 

(a) Society’s efforts to facilitate integration:  The concept of integration was clearly explained by many, 

but its implementation was not explored in a large number of responses. Most responses only mentioned 

the idea of providing work.  Some of the responses showed no knowledge of the process irregular 

migrants go through, and no knowledge of the services provided by the state. 

(b) Maltese organisations that help immigrants integrate in society: Very often, no distinction was made 

between national and international organizations. Many responses did not mention Maltese 

organizations or left the question unanswered. Correct answers mostly mentioned Caritas.  

Question 5 

Arguments in favour and against immigration: Some candidates provided good arguments for and against 

immigration such as multiculturalism, an increase of workers in the labour market, a high population density, 

and other reasons. A number of answers focused on the more negative aspects than arguments in favour, 

with these focusing on the strain on the resources and infrastructure of the country. Arguments in favour 

included answers like the fact that immigrants may bring in new skills and knowledge.  
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Paper IIA 

Question 1 

How social relationships make us social beings: This question was popular with a large number of candidates 

and most answers were of a good standard. Many candidates referred to the process of socialisation and 

showed adequate knowledge of the term. Some of the responses explained that nobody lives alone but 

interacts with others for functional and emotional reasons.   

Question 2 

Deviant behaviour occurs whenever a person behaves in a way that is not socially acceptable: This was 

another popular question with candidates. However, examples were scant and often limited to drug abuse. 

Candidates restricted their examples to formal sanctions for breaking the law rather than also referring to 

informal social sanctions, which are also used as a means to control deviant behaviour.  

Question 3 

The importance of lifelong learning in today’s society: Most candidates understood the concept of lifelong 

learning as being an extension of secondary education. Many responses acknowledged the importance of 

further education mostly by following courses –academic and vocational – in higher educational institutions.  

A few responses mentioned examples of people taking courses later on in life and during their retirement.  

Only a few candidates mentioned the Directorate for Lifelong Learning within the Education Department. 

Question 4 

Functions and purposes of the mass media: This was the least popular question.  Those who chose it mainly 

associated the mass media with entertainment. The responses provided adequate knowledge of social media 

and their influence.  Only a few mentioned traditional media like newspapers and radio, with most of them 

referring to online media only.  

Question 5 

Equality, the feminist movement and gender stereotypes: This was by far the most popular essay in this 

section. Candidates successfully argued that much has been done and accomplished in the realm of gender 

issues.  The principles related to equality were well articulated by the majority of the responses. Other 

candidates restricted their argument to how in most developed countries laws protect women from 

discrimination. Many responses failed to identify and analyse how gender differences are manifested.  

Question 6 

The values of consumerism affecting the lifestyle of young people: Some candidates managed to focus 

adequately on the issue raised in the question. The exploitative nature of the market with its tendency to 

allure youths towards higher level of consumption was well argued. However, there were also answers that 

failed to mention how the market is very adept at spotting trends and opportunities, and maybe even 

exploiting youths’ needs and peer pressure, which makes them more susceptible to marketing tactics.  

Question 7 

Waste disposal as a serious problem for many governments: Most candidates showed a heightened 

sensitivity towards the problem of waste disposal and were very adept at focusing on the aggravating nature 

of this problem. The majority provided good answers, demonstrating good knowledge and clear arguments. 
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Candidates argued that we have become a waste society and that this is posing a serious problem to the 

government because the amount of waste we are generating is making our life unsustainable.  Candidates 

were well aware and well informed about how waste disposal has become a serious problem. 

Question 8 

The positive and negative effects of globalisation on the traditions of Maltese society: A large number of 

candidates were able to outline the positive and negative effects of globalisation on the traditions of Maltese 

society. Many candidates successfully engaged in critical arguments. Overall, candidates showed a high level 

of awareness about the transformative changes inherent in the process of globalisation, of the local market 

and the indigenous culture.  Only a few responses were simplistic and narrow focused. 

 

Paper IIB 

Question 1 

Most answered question from this section.  

(a) Define the term social relationships: Many candidates could define the term social relationships. 

Overall, the candidates performed well in this question and the majority did mention that we need others, 

throughout our whole life. However, only a few referred to emotional and functional relationships and 

quite a few candidates defined social relationships as any relationship in society.  

(b) How communication with others helps us become social beings: Most answers were basic and lacked 

the required knowledge. Most responses were based on opinion and experience only. The majority of 

candidates focused their answer on the fact that in order to survive we need one another. Analysis was 

poor. Most of the focus was on communication, with most answers mentioning only verbal 

communication. The notion that communication helps in developing our identity as social beings was not 

explored.  

(c) How the process of social interaction takes place: Most answers were brief and vague. Some 

responses gave a simple definition of social interaction without going into any specific detail and failed to 

provide relevant points in terms of content. Some responses mentioned emotional and functional 

relationships but only a few responses were satisfactory.  

Question 2 

Very few candidates answered this question.  

(a) Three examples of deviant behaviour: Most responses gave good examples of deviant behaviour. 

(b) How social control does not always lead to total conformity: The majority of the responses gave a 

good definition of social control. Candidates mentioned that in a society, rules and laws are needed to 

maintain control. Only a few responses gave an incorrect definition of social control however, many 

answers failed to explain how social control might succeed or fail. In some answers, there was no mention 

of who maintains social control in society.  

(c) How deviance among youth may be a challenge as well as a means of social change: Some of the 

responses provided did not address every part of the question. Reference to deviance in youth was made 
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but some responses did not explore the idea that deviance in youth can be a catalyst of social change. 

The most common answers were that youths tend to engage in behaviours such as smoking, drinking, 

having individualised fashion styles, excessive use of technology, and vandalism. A few of the responses 

were very brief and the majority of the responses did not provide a structured answer. 

Question 3 

(a) Education as a basic human right: Some of the responses successfully identified what human rights 

are and why education is a basic right for all. However, some answers were vague and without any Social 

Studies basis.  

(b) The concept of the hidden curriculum and examples: The term ‘hidden curriculum’ was incorrectly 

defined by many and most of these responses had no understanding of the concept. Many answers were 

vague and incorrect. Even amongst those responses that correctly identified the meaning of hidden 

curriculum, the examples given were incorrect.  

(c) The meaning and importance of lifelong learning in today’s society: Quite a few candidates correctly 

defined lifelong learning however, most responses only mentioned that lifelong learning helps one to find 

a job. Many answers were basic and based on general knowledge. Only a few candidates managed to 

explore all areas concerned and to present a coherent paragraph. No in-depth discussion about the 

various reasons why lifelong learning is necessary were mentioned. 

Question 4 

(a) Two types of mass media: Almost all candidates got full marks in this question. Most answers included; 

the internet, television, social media and newspapers.  

(b) Pluralism of media and its effects on society: A good number of candidates showed a good 

understanding of the term ‘pluralism of media’ and provided good examples about its effects on society. 

However, many other responses mixed up the meaning with that of mass media, and focused on how 

media makes us lazy and how it affects us through advertising.  

(c) The functions and purposes of the media in society: Out of the four functions of mass media, 

education and information were the mostly mentioned and discussed, whereas the concept of 

socialisation was the least mentioned. Answers were very brief and most responses failed to provide a 

good structured response. 

Question 5 

(a) The meaning of gender roles: The majority of the responses gave a satisfactory explanation for the 

meaning of gender roles. Candidates mentioned that traditional roles are changing and that the younger 

generation is more willing to accept that both men and women share the same roles and responsibilities. 

Candidates referred to how women’s access to education has contributed towards this change as more 

women are taking up roles that were traditionally dominated by men. 

(b) Issues addressed by the Feminist Movement to bring about change: Some of the responses 

mentioned issues such as the right to work and equal pay, enjoyment of equal rights, objectification of 

women, rape, rights for full participation at all levels of society, votes for women and equal opportunities 

in education. However, a significant number of candidates failed to point out relevant issues like votes 



Examiners’ Report (2020): SEC Social Studies 

Page 10 of 11 
 

for women, domestic violence, property ownership, to hold office, education, femicide, domestic 

responsibilities and affordable childcare. 

(c) How gender roles are changing: Some responses discussed the importance of fighting to change 

traditional gender roles and referred to the feminist perspective.  However, this was mostly discussed on 

a general level. Some responses mentioned that more women are in the workforce, in education and that 

they are occupying roles and positions traditionally dominated by men. Other responses provided good 

examples such as; stay at home fathers - which are not common but increasing, and that men and women 

are both contributing to housework and childcare. 

Question 6 

(a) The meaning of youth culture: Many candidates clearly showed that youth Culture is the culture 

embraced by adolescents and young people. In commenting on how youth culture can be defined as a 

subculture, a significant number of candidates failed to point out that youngsters tend to reject many of 

the norms and values transmitted to them during the early socialization process. There were candidates 

who just wrote “the way we live” without explaining any further and a number of answers were very 

vague and based on common sense knowledge.  

(b) The link between media and youth culture: In many instances, the responses provided failed to 

explain the link between media and youth culture. Candidates mentioned that the media affects youth 

behaviour and that it is a means of communication with others, that it helps them in their studies and 

provides them with entertainment.  

(c) How consumerism is reflected in the lifestyle and leisure of youth: Among candidates who answered 

this question well, there were those who showed good knowledge and clear arguments; that by being 

consumerist, youngsters reaffirm their newly won status of autonomy and independence and how display 

window shops, and latest fashions and products are highly attractive to youths. Some responses 

mentioned that youths generally use media differently from their parents, watching less television and 

making more use of mobile phones and the internet. There was some reference to how youths crave new 

things because they want to imitate their idols or to be like their friends. Some answers were short, vague 

and did not demonstrate knowledge of the term consumerism.  

Question 7 

This was a popular question among candidates. 

(a) Definition of waste disposal and waste management: Overall, candidates understood the terms 

waste disposal and waste management and knew the difference between them. Most candidates 

provided good answers and explained how these consist of processes and programmes of throwing away, 

collecting waste and disposing of waste in a harmless way. There were answers that did not refer to how 

waste management tries to incorporate the principles of the three Rs (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle) in our 

daily life. 

(b) Methods of waste disposal: There were many good answers, presenting three methods of waste 

disposal. Common examples were the collection of organic waste and recyclable material on a regular 

basis from homes and amenity sites. A number of responses did not have adequate knowledge of the 
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subject and mixed waste disposal with the three Rs. Many candidates mentioned methods of waste 

disposal without explaining them.  

(c) The importance of public awareness for an efficient system of waste management: Most candidates 

succeeded in discussing the importance of educational public campaigns, the concept of the three Rs 

aimed at creating a sustainable life and provided valid arguments on the importance of public awareness. 

There were also some vague and incoherent answers. 

Question 8 

(a) Different aspects of globalisation: Quite a few responses referred to the three main aspects, which 

are economic, political and socio-cultural and explained them briefly. However, some responses did not 

exhibit a good understanding of the term. Most of these candidates mentioned global culture but very 

few mentioned the political or economic aspect of globalization. 

(b) Traditions which are still practised in Maltese society:  Answers were varied and mostly correct. Most 

candidates provided good answers when mentioning traditions which are still practised in a Maltese 

society. Common examples mentioned were local traditions such as village feasts, figolli, carnival, Maltese 

typical food such as bigilla and ħobż biż-żejt, folk singing (Għana), cribs and traditional games. 

(c) How Maltese society has managed to retain some of its traditions in this globalised world: Various 

answers were informative and mostly relied on general knowledge. Responses conveyed an awareness 

of the local efforts to retain some of the Maltese traditions. Candidates engaged in this type of argument 

and discussed for example how the village feast has become an attraction to tourists and how the media 

presentations, televised traditions e.g. the Good Friday processions, Village feasts and carnival serve to 

keep such traditions alive among the local population. Overall, the majority of responses provided good 

answers, good knowledge and clear arguments. There was some reference to the erroneous idea that 

Maltese society has not imported any foreign customs. 

 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
The examiners note that although every year there is a significant number of candidates who provide 

coherent and relevant content in their answers, candidates need to make reference to sociological concepts  

and rely less on common sense knowledge. As indicated in the general comments above, there is a clear gap 

between candidates opting for Paper IIA and Paper IIB, both in the content presented as well as in the 

writing, comprehension, argumentative and application of skills. Candidates are encouraged to approach the 

subject in a critical way and improve their application skills.  

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2020 


