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AM Philosophy 
MAY 2008 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 

 

Part 1: Statistical Information  

 
Table 1: Distribution of grades awarded in May 2008 
 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 9 41 55 15 13 24 14 171 
% of Total 5.26 23.98 32.16 8.77 7.60 14.04 8.19 100 

 
Part 2: Comments regarding performance  
 
Comments regarding Paper 1 
 
Section A: Logic 

The majority of candidates opted for question 1 in this section.   
In question 1 D111, most candidates proved the validity of the argument in one direction 
only. 
In question1 F11/111 a somewhat common mistake was for candidates to dualise a 
formula by inverting the sign of all propositional symbols in the formula. 
In question 2D, surprisingly few candidates managed to correctly define the terms 
‘Interpretation’ and ‘Model’.  Even fewer candidates could explain what a ‘Complete 
system of junctors’ means. 
 
Section B: Philosophy of Language 
The performance of the candidates in the Philosophy of Language Section of the 
Advanced Level Paper was very good.  All candidates with the exception of twelve 
answered Question No. 4 namely, ‘Compare and contrast human linguistic 
communication with animal and computer forms of communication’. 
 
The candidates showed that they were very familiar with the characteristics of the three 
forms of communications and they produced good logically constructed essays. 
 
A few of the twelve who answered Question No. 3 i.e. ‘Outline the contributions of J.L. 
Searle an H.P. Grice to the philosophy of communication’ showed  that they have a fairly 
good  idea of the arguments which however they found difficult to develop, the others 
showed that they were familiar with the arguments and gave good clear answers.  
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Section C: History of Philosophy 

In the History of Philosophy Section of the Paper at Advanced Level the great majority of 
candidates answered question No. 5: ’Discuss the contribution of Socrates to Western 
philosophy’. Most of the candidates showed that they were well prepared. They had a 
thorough knowledge of the contributions made by Socrates which they explained clearly.  
They wrote very good essays which were very detailed and well developed and logically 
set out. They mentioned Socrates’ influence not only on the philosophers of his time but 
also his influence on later philosophers. 
 
The same cannot be said for candidates who opted to answer Question No 6: ’What was 
Augustine’s response to the scepticism advanced by the Academy?’ Some of them had a 
very vague idea of what they were talking about while a few had no idea at all. 

 
 

Comments regarding Paper 2 
 
 
Section A: Ethics 
 
The majority of students show a grasp of the basic ethical concepts and principles that 
their texts book prepared them for. . The standard is more or less the same as previous 
years, with the usual qualification that the difference between those who are at the top 
end of the scale and those at the bottom quite startling. There seems to be a pattern to the 
answers for the questions that students choose which tends to support the idea that essays 
are prepared beforehand. 
 
 
Section B: Ancient Texts 
 
The standard of answers was generally very satisfactory and sometimes quite high. The 
students used a good amount of detail in answering the questions posed and their answers 
were normally coherent and well presented. 
It seems however, that students are preparing only a small area of the syllabus for the 
examination. This is evident from the fact that, in this section all students answered 
questions on Plato’s Republic. Indeed, it is often obvious that students have a prepared 
essay in mind since hey do address the question posed directly but come round to deal 
with the issue in question only through the material they would have prepared.  
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Section C: Modern and Contemporary Texts 
 
The standard of answers was generally very satisfactory and sometimes quite high. The 
students used a good amount of detail in answering the questions posed and their answers 
were normally coherent and well presented. 
It seems however, that students are preparing only a small area of the syllabus for the 
examination. This is evident from the fact that, in this section all candidates answered 
questions on Charles Taylor’s The Ethics of Authenticity. Indeed, it is often obvious that 
candidates have a prepared essay in mind since hey do address the question posed 
directly but come round to deal with the issue in question only through the material they 
would have prepared.  
 
 
 
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2008 
 
 


