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SEC History 
May 2009 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 

Part 1: Statistical Information 
 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 11 22 22 36 31     19 1 142 

PAPER B       4 14 15 5 37 17 92 
TOTAL 11 22 22 40 45 15 5 56 18 234 
% OF 
TOTAL 4.70 9.40 9.40 17.09 19.23 6.41 2.14 23.93 7.69 100 
 
A total of 234 candidates registered for the examination: 142 opted for Paper 2A and 92 opted for Paper 
2B. There was 1 candidate absent for both sessions of Paper 2A and 17 for both sessions of Paper 2B. 
 
Paper 2A candidates did well with 122 passes out of 142. This means 85.9% got a pass mark while 13.3% 
were unclassified. 
 
Paper 2B candidates did not do so well with just 18 getting a pass mark, that is 19.6% out of 92 candidates 
or 24% of those who sat for the examination. 26.6% of those who actually sat for the examination were 
awarded lower grades. A total of 37 or 49.3% of those who sat for the examination were unclassified. 
 
Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance 
 
2.1 General Remarks  
 

• Candidates indicate that they were not well prepared for the Maltese History section dealing with 
Constitutional History. In European and International History, they seem to have been well 
prepared for the Enlightenment section and the Industrial Revolution section but were not well 
prepared for other sections.  

 
• Candidates still fail to address the question when dealing with sources. They lack training in 

evaluation and knowledge of primary and secondary sources. They seem to have no knowledge of 
certain basic terms and historical concepts such as the meaning of bias. 

 
• More candidates are opting to answer in English especially in the Paper 2A group. However, 

candidates particularly of the Paper 2B group still need to improve in presentation, in learning 
how to write good sentences and to develop a narrative or argumentative composition.  

 
• The level of expression, whether in English or in Maltese, leaves much to be desired. It is 

becoming more frequent, and alarming, that markers have to assess answers by interpreting what 
certain candidates notably of the Paper 2B group wanted to say or infer in their writing, ignoring 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. Their work lacked clarity and sequential logic and the ideas 
expressed were often confusing. 

 
• Candidates still need to learn how to focus on a given topic and select the relevant material so as 

to answer a specific question in a satisfactory way. 
 

• With reference to Paper II, Paper 2A candidates give the impression that they knew what the 
syllabus was about but Paper 2B candidates seem to lack preparation giving the impression that 
they did not know what the whole syllabus actually entailed. 
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• There was the tendency among some candidates to reproduce by heart previously prepared 
material on a given topic and not to address the question. 

 
• A good number of Paper 2A candidates still fail to indulge in any analysis of the topics, and 

produce lengthy narratives, while Paper 2B candidates often ignore structured questions which are 
meant to help them. 

   
 
Paper 2A candidates 
 
Paper I (Option A) 
 
Section A – Maltese History 
 
Q1: Most candidates did well except for 24 who got less than half the marks. It shows that the period of the 
Knights remains a popular topic. However there were a few who did not identify Birgu, not understanding 
the term ‘maritime’. There were some who did not know that the collacchio did not materialize in Valletta 
and others who mixed up the general plans for the building of the new city with the regulations that were 
imposed. Though candidates identified the secondary source correctly, they did not explain why. 
 
Q2: Candidates faired badly with 62 getting less than half the marks. In describing the colonial 
administration’s attitude towards the Maltese, candidates tended to be vague. Quite a few did not 
understand the sources, did not know how constitutional changes affected the Maltese membership in the 
Council of Government and were not aware of the Cardwell Despatch. Only a few knew anything about 
Governor O’Ferrall while in answering the question about the role played by Maltese politicians, most 
candidates limited their answer to petitions and protests. 
 
Q3: Candidates faired well with only 24 getting less than half the marks. However many are still weak 
when developing arguments to compare sources or to give an opinion. Few managed to evaluate Source C 
correctly and there were some who do not know that the George Cross is a medal which was awarded to the 
Maltese people by King George VI. A good number of candidates do not know what bias is and mixed it up 
with negative criticism. 
 
Section B – European and International History 
 
Q4: Candidates have a fairly good idea of the Enlightenment but 47 got less than half the marks and one 
candidate gave no answer at all. Many lost marks because they do not have a clear idea of what ‘benevolent 
despot’ implies. Some made mistakes in the multiple choice questions. Others gave complicated definitions 
of ‘man of letters’ and did not use the work ‘philosopher’, but quite a few identified men of letters (names 
frequently spelled wrongly) and even gave details of their works. 
 
Q5: The Industrial Revolution seems to be a favourite topic, with only a few candidates getting less than 
half the marks. However some candidates failed to comment on the conditions of work women had to 
endure, and quite a few referred to the results of the Industrial Revolution rather than the factors favouring 
its advent. Regarding industrialized countries during the 19th Century, many did not include France and 
others referred to states outside Europe. 
 
Q6: Though many candidates did not score very high marks, only 17 got less than half the marks. Some 
candidates ignored the sources when writing about Berlin and found it difficult to explain JF Kennedy’s 
statement. Many had no idea what the ‘Iron Curtain’ was and mixed it up with the Berlin Wall, and did not 
understand the expression ‘behind the Iron Curtain’. Moreover, many failed to indicate the main political 
ideas of Communism. 
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Paper II A (Option A) 
 
Section  A:  Maltese History 
 
Q1: 38 candidates answered this question, five of whom were awarded 20 marks or more; 16 candidates 
were awarded less than 13 marks and their answers were unsatisfactory. They showed lack of historical 
knowledge and in a number of cases did not even mention Dun Gaetano Mannarino who was one of the 
principal actors in the Rising of the Priests. 
 
Q2: Sixty candidates answered this question which dealt with the French in Malta. A fifth of them wrote 
very satisfactory answers. There were 21 candidates, however, who wrote poor answers. Those who 
obtained low marks, did not explain the changes carried out by the French in Malta. Moreover, they 
showed lack of basic knowledge about why the Maltese rose against the French in 1798. 
 
Q3: This question was answered by 23 candidates, three of whom wrote good comprehensive answers. 
Others were not so satisfactory, often concentrating on the work of Keenan and completely ignoring the 
work of Penrose Julyan and Rowsell. 
 
Q4: This question was answered by 51 candidates. Though three candidates wrote excellent answers about 
Malta’s economy during the 19th and 20th Century, this question had comparatively the lowest average. 
Many knew what Fortress Economy means but ignored the second part of the question or else produced 
irrelevant information about the political and constitutional history of Malta. 
 
Q5: This was the most popular question. It was answered by 85 candidates. Five candidates produced 
excellent answers about wartime prosperity during the Crimean War and the First World War. Others 
showed lack of basic knowledge with some mixing the First with the Second World War. 
 
Q6: Two candidates out of eighteen wrote excellent answers about Maltese contemporary history, but there 
were a few who completely ignored events up to 1996. Most candidates concentrated on Malta’s accession 
into the European Union. 
 
Section B: European and International History  
 
Q7: This was the most popular question and candidates scored the highest average in this section. Many 
candidates were well informed about the Renaissance and the reasons why it started in Italy. Few 
mentioned the influx of scholars from the East. Moreover, candidates generally did not develop their 
evaluation about the various effects on Europe often limiting themselves to the spread of written 
communication, Protestantism and the discovery of the New World.  
 
Q8: This question was answered by 46 candidates indicating that they have a fairly good knowledge of 
Napoleon’s career, but only a few managed to reinforce their argument by giving a good explanation of his 
success through his internal policy. When discussing his ultimate failure, most candidates concentrated on 
the Continental System and the Moscow campaign. 
 
Q9: Only thirteen answered this question which scored the lowest average mark in this section. Most 
candidates failed to give an overview of the 1848 revolutions and only a few dealt with the reasons for the 
failure of such revolutions or associated them with later liberal movements leading to the unification of 
Italy and Germany. 
 
Q10: This question was answered by 32 candidates. These candidates could not explain adequately Hitler’s 
rise to power, nor his main policies during the first years of his rule. Most candidates tended to concentrate 
on the Nazi persecution of the Jews. 
 
Q11: This was another popular question, with 71 candidates choosing to answer it. Most candidates did 
well when writing about the several causes leading to the War, however many were very superficial when 
dealing with the results of the war. Most of them mentioned the rise of the superpowers and the beginning 
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of the Cold War but ignored other results such as the occupation and division of Germany, the advent of 
nuclear weapons, the founding of the United Nations and the trial of Nazi leaders responsible for the 
Holocaust. 
 
Q12: Only 29 candidates chose to answer this question. Most candidates mentioned the increase of 
democracy, more rights for women, increase in technology and access to a healthier life. Only a few 
mentioned other aspects as the increase in the per capita food supplies, increase in global literacy, decline 
of children in the labour force and increased trends in means of communication. Few expanded on 
disadvantages or mentioned the continued exploitation of poor countries. 
 
Paper 2B candidates 
 
Paper I (Option B)   
 
Section A:  Maltese History 
 
Q1: 45 candidates got less than half the marks. Some candidates did not identify Birgu and many could not 
explain why there were Rhodiots in Malta when the Knights of St John arrived in 1530. Most candidates 
identified Valletta as the new city but they lacked knowledge about other important facts – they did not 
know who laid the foundation stone of the city, what collacchio is all about, the building regulations of the 
city or the importance of the Hospital. 
 
Q2: 73 candidates got less than half the marks in fact the average mark was very low. Few candidates could 
explain the British attitude towards the role of the Maltese in politics. Few identified Governor O’Ferrall as 
the one who supported the Maltese wish to have elected members in 1849 or to explain the Cardwell 
Despatch. Many had no idea of the number of Maltese representatives in the Council of Government in 
1849 and in 1887, and few could give any good answer to question 2g and 2h. 
 
Q3: 50 candidates got less than half the marks. Most candidates indicated that the sources were about the 
Second World War. However, few could answer the questions on the pre-war situation in Malta or to give 
an evaluation of Source C or Source D. Many had no idea of Maltese airfields and few know what the 
George Cross is. 
 
Section B: European and International History 
 
Q4: 69 candidates got less than half the marks, 14 of whom got a 0. Few could explain why the 
Enlightenment was centered in Paris, to explain ‘man of letters’ or to indicate an enlightened despot. 
Though there were a few who listed some men of letters (names spelt wrongly) and wrote briefly about 
their works. Few could answer the rest of the questions correctly and it seems that the answers given to the 
two multiple choice questions were simply the result of guess work. 
 
Q5: 44 candidates got less than half the marks. Though candidates seem to have read about the Industrial 
Revolution, they seem unable to depart from the Source when asked to interpret or explain facts or events. 
Few could indicate factors favouring industrialization in Britain. Though there were some good answers to 
5e and 5f, many candidates seem unable to write a few sentences, even less a paragraph, to outline the main 
results of the Industrial Revolution. 
 
Q6: 54 candidates scored less than half the marks. In spite of the captions under the pictures of Sources A 
and B, few could write anything meaningful about Berlin. Quite a few knew who JF Kennedy was, but 
could not explain the quotations given. Though a few knew what the Iron Curtain was and the countries 
behind it, only a couple of candidates could indicate the political ideas of Communism. 
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Paper II B (Option B) 
 
Section A: Maltese History 
 
Q1: Twenty candidates opted to answer this question which dealt with the Revolt of the Slaves and the 
Rising of the Priests, and scored a very low average. Only five were awarded 13 marks or more, with only 
two writing an exceptionally good answer. A few candidates produced a totally irrelevant answer and were 
awarded no marks at all. 
 
Q2: 42 candidates chose to answer this question which dealt with French rule in Malta. Eleven candidates 
were awarded 13 marks or more, but only two wrote exceptionally good answers. Many candidates 
indicated great lack of historical knowledge. Many found 2c particularly difficult. 
 
Q3: Only two candidates chose to answer this question. One candidate showed knowledge of the Royal 
Commissions of 1812 and 1836 as well as of the Keenan Report about education. The other hardly wrote 
anything relevant to the question. 
 
Q4: 25 candidates answered this question. They had to write about the development of agriculture, 
industry, tourism and the service industry during the second half of the 20th Century. Answers given were 
very poor hardly indicating any preparation or even what the terms imply. None of the candidates were 
awarded a pass mark. The question got the lowest average score in this section.  
 
Q5: 47 candidates answered this question scoring the highest average in this section. The question dealt 
with the First and Second World Wars. 21 candidates wrote satisfactory answers, the rest produced poor 
answers. Many just jotted down what came to their minds ignoring the fact that they had to write about the 
‘economic and social effects’ of the wars.  
 
Q6: Only four candidates answered this question about events leading to Malta joining the European 
Union. Two wrote satisfactory answers, the others were however very poor. Candidates showed particular 
lack of knowledge regarding 6a and 6b. 
 
Section B: European and International History  
 
Q7: This was quite a popular question with 42 candidates opting to answer it. Though some managed to 
give a fairly good definition of Renaissance, only a few could explain why it started in Italy and were 
particularly weak in attempting to answer 7c and 7d. None could give a good account of the main results of 
the Renaissance. 
 
Q8:  12 candidates answered this question with many failing to answer clearly any sub-section of the 
question. Some tended to concentrate on Napoleon’s capture of Malta and many failed to give a good 
account of his domestic policy. Quite a few have good knowledge of the Continental System and 
Napoleon’s Moscow Campaign, but it was obvious that candidates did not know what lasting effects 
Napoleon had on Europe. 
 
Q9: Only six candidates answered this question. Answers were generally poor with candidates indicating 
poor knowledge of the revolutionary movements and the importance of 1848. Few could explain the 
important part played by Cavour, nobody referred to Mazzini and only a few wrote about Garibaldi’s 
campaign. 
 
Q10: Sixteen candidates answered this question. In 10a, most candidates tended to deal only with the 
growth of German power, the military and naval competition between England and Germany and 
difficulties in the Austro-Hungarian state. Few referred to the tension created by the formation of the 
alliances. In 10b, most candidates concentrated on the post-war settlements regarding ‘blame’ and 
‘reparations’ affecting Germany and ignored the rest. 
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Q11: 44 candidates answered this question. Though generally giving a good definition of terrorism, they 
failed to mention three terrorist groups or to indicate factors leading to terrorism. Many think that it is only 
caused by religious conflicts. No explanation was given as to how governments have been trying to combat 
terrorism, and when dealing with the results of terrorism many candidates limited their answer to fear, 
uncertainty and decline in tourism. 
 
Q12: Only 17 candidates chose to answer this question. Most of the candidates wrote about Leonardo da 
Vinci, Martin Luther and King Louis XVI sometimes mixing them with other personalities or mixing fact 
with fiction. They could not explain the importance of these personalities.       
 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2009 
 
 
 
 
 


