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IM RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE
MAY 2015 SESSION

EXAMINERS’ REPORT

Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2015 session of the examination.

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 12 31 68 52 30 28 14 235

% OF TOTAL 5.1 13.2 28.9 22.1 12.8 11.9 6.0 100

A total of 235 candidates registered for the May Intermediate examination in Religious Knowledge. When
compared to the examination conducted in the previous year, there was a drop of 51 candidates who
registered for the Intermediate Religion Examination.

Part 2: Comments regarding candidate’s performance

When analysing the data distribution on this graph, although the form is of a normal N-shaped graph, the
examiners feel that there is still much room for improvement by the candidates sitting for this examination.
The improvement can be achieved if candidates are able to delve deeper into the themes covered in the
syllabus and not simply repeating the notes they have taken in class. It is unfortunate to see that some
candidates could not go beyond what they had studied-off by heart. This precludes them from giving a
better answer to the question/s asked by the examiners. This poses very serious questions regarding the
candidates’ ability to analyse and evaluate the information which they acquire during the lectures.
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Candidates need to be more critical of what they learn, and to form their own opinion about the subject
matter being discussed.

In order to help candidates produce better focussed answers, the examiners divide questions into further
sub-questions. These are aimed at helping the candidate to give a more detailed and focussed answer.
Every year, we feel the need to make candidates aware that block answers for questions which are
divided into two or more sub-questions should be avoided, and they should answer each part of the
question marked differently in a clear way, and distinguishing their answers by clearly stating which part
of the question they are answering. From the scripts, one also notes that as time goes by, candidates are
also lacking in using direct quotations, especially biblical quotations, quotations from documents of the
Church. Direct examples from the Bible are constantly on the decrease.

We also encourage candidates to read the questions well before attempting at giving an answer. A lack of
attention when reading the questions does not help in scoring high grades.

Remarks on Specific Questions
Candidates had to answer all 10 questions in Section A and to choose another 3 questions of their choice
from 5 in Section B. The questions in Section A carry 4 marks each, making a total of 40% of the entire
weight of the marks. Each question in Section B carries 20 marks, thus Section B had a weight of 60% of
the entire marks. An analysis of the frequencies of responses to the questions and the mean score
obtained for each question is revealing.

Table 2: Analysis of candidates’ performance on each question

N % of total
candidates
answering

the
question

Maximum
possible

mark

Lowest
mark

obtained

Highest
mark

obtained

Average
mark

Standard
Deviation

Section A 235 93.2% 40 10 40 25.4 6.3
Section B

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4
Q5

176
135
95

118
137

74.9%
57.5%
40.4%
50.2%
58.3%

20
20
20
20
20

1
3
6
5
3

20
20
20
19
20

14.5
12.4
12.8
11.6
12.7

4.5
3.5
3.1
2.7
3.9

Section A

This section was divided into 10 short questions where candidates were asked to answer in brief,
paragraph form. The following is an in-depth analysis of how candidates answered each question in this
section, and some general comments on this section at the very end.

Question 1:  For what purpose did God create man and woman?
Most answers to this question were partially correct. Most mentioned the fact that God created man and
woman to live with and for each other, to love each other intimately and to procreate. Some candidates
also mentioned the fundamental Christian truth that man and woman were both created in God’s image
and likeness, but then very few candidates included in their answers the purposes of loving and serving
God, and the mystery of the incarnate Word in which the mystery of the human person comes into light.

Question 2:  What is the meaning of the affirmation ‘Outside the Church there is no salvation’?
Most answers to this question demonstrated a lack of understanding of God’s will for the universal
salvation of mankind. Most candidates answered by saying that being an integral part of the Catholic
Church is a prerequisite for salvation. There were also a considerable number of candidates who wrote
their belief that the Catholic religion is superior to all the others. However, there were other candidates
whose answer showed a clear understanding of the fact that thanks to Christ and his Church, those who
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through no fault of their own do not know Christ’s Gospel and his Church but sincerely seek God, can still
attain eternal salvation through God’s grace, which can be transmitted even through other ways.

Question 3: What is the particular judgement?
Most candidates answered this question incorrectly or in a vague manner. Many of them could not
distinguish between the ‘particular’ and the ‘universal’ judgement. Others thought that this is some form of
judgement that the Church can make in this life. There were also candidates who answered vaguely by
mentioning the judgement at the end of one’s life but then did not specify whether it occurs before or after
death, by whom it is made, and for what purpose. Other candidates, whose answers can also be
considered vague, mentioned Heaven and Hell and Purgatory (least mentioned), as the ‘places’ or
‘states’ where a person can go after death, but did not specifically refer to the judgement that represents
the immediate retribution that occurs after death.

Question 4: What are the fruits of the Holy Communion?
Most candidates had partially correct answers to this question. They mentioned one or a couple of fruits
of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. However, many others do not know what the term ‘Holy
Communion’ means and that it refers to one of the seven sacraments: some of these said that it implies
the Christian/Catholic community or the communion between Christians and the Church. The majority do
not even understand the relationship between Holy Communion and other sacraments especially Baptism
and Confirmation.

Question 5:  What is the relationship between freedom and responsibility?
Most candidates answered this question in a partially correct way. They understand that freedom makes
people responsible for their actions to the extent that they are voluntary. However, many of them did not
mention the circumstances which diminish or even cancel the responsibility for an action, such as
ignorance, duress, fear or habit.

Question 6: What is the prayer of praise?
Most candidates answered incorrectly as they could not distinguish between prayer of praise and other
forms of prayer. They simply defined prayer as one’s direct communication with and/or personal
relationship with God. Others gave partially correct answers as they said that prayer of praise consists of
praising God for all the things he provides us and for the blessings he pours over us, but did not mention
the importance of acknowledging God as God and sing him praise for his own sake and give him glory
because He is.

Question 7:  What are the duties of children toward their parents?
Most candidates answered this question correctly. Most answers were also fully correct. They mentioned
the respect, gratitude and obedience that children owe their parents, as well as their moral duty to
contribute to the growth in harmony and holiness in family life. Most of them even mentioned the adult
children’s duty to give their parents material and moral support whenever they find themselves in
situations of distress, sickness, loneliness, or old age.

Question 8: Who can receive the Sacrament of Confirmation?
The majority of candidates answered this question fully or partially correct. They know that to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation one has to be already baptized. However, fewer candidates mentioned that
Confirmation can be only received once, and that one who receives it must be in the state of grace.

Question 9:  What is the root of human dignity?
The majority of candidates answered this question incorrectly. They do not even understand the meaning
of the term ‘human dignity’. Most candidates understood the question as referring to the roots of sin and
evil, thus saying that these were jealousy, disobedience and/or excessive pride that leads one to believe
he can lead an independent life from God. Few candidates referred to the dignity of the human person
that is rooted in his or her creation in the image and likeness of God.

Question 10: How did Moses pray?
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Some candidates only referred to the positions of prayer that Moses preferred (e.g. he prayed kneeling
down or lying down with his face covered). Many mentioned the direct conversations between Moses and
God, implying the intimacy that developed in their relationship. Few candidates specifically referred to
contemplative prayer that was typical of Moses.

General Comments:
Some candidates seemed to be quite prepared for the exam and must have studied well. However, one
can observe that many of the candidates’ answers were similar and studied-off by heart. It seems that
many candidates memorize the notes that are provided by their teachers and just reproduce them on the
examination script. There were certain questions which many candidates did not answer well because
they did not have any idea of the meaning of the word or the term. This shows clearly that a considerable
number of candidates are very selective as to what they read and study, and most of them rely too much
on studying by heart. It is quite disappointing to note the lack of candidates’ skills in evaluating, analyzing
and applying what they have learnt to different contexts. Most of them could not provide answers with a
certain level of depth. Some even demonstrated a low level of maturity, in the sense that they study in a
mechanical way, without really reflecting upon and assimilating what they would have covered in the
syllabus.
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Section B

Question 1
This question was about the identity and the mission of Jesus on earth. Those candidates who attempted
this question had either no idea of what they were talking about or lacked knowledge of what was asked
of them in the question. For the first part of the question, many knew what the Incarnation is all about, that
is, Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God made man. However, they failed to explain the true meaning of
the Incarnation.
In part 2 of the question, the most commonly given titles for Jesus were the Messiah, Son of God and
Lord. However, when it came to explaining the titles quoted, quite a few candidates did not know what
they meant.
For the last part of the question most candidates explained what “true God and true man” means and
gave examples of Jesus as true God and true man.

Question 2
Question 2 dealt with the theme of sacred liturgy, the Liturgical Year, and the Lord’s Day. In the first part,
candidates were asked to explain why the liturgy is Trinitarian. Most answers included that all Persons of
the Holy Trinity are active in the liturgy, explaining that the Father is the source of all blessing, the Son
makes himself present in the Eucharist, and the Holy Spirit reveals the Word and sanctifies. A few
candidates seemed to confuse the roles of the Father and of the Holy Spirit, stating that they both guide
us. Others only explained the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.
Candidates were also asked to explain the major seasons of the Liturgical Year. Here again, the majority
explained all five seasons and referred to the main events in each season. Some lost marks because
they merged Advent with the Christmas season, and Lent with the Easter season, describing them as
one. Others gave the impression they were only familiar with the titles of the seasons, as they listed them
but left the explanation out.
The final part of this question was about the Lord’s Day and its importance in the Christian tradition. Right
answers included the Lord’s Passion and Resurrection, listening to the Word of God and taking part in the
Eucharist, and giving thanks to God. Although it is recommended to show the continuity between the Old
and the New Testament, some only mentioned the Passover of the Jews, or when God rested in the
creation narrative, leaving out the Resurrection.

Question 3
Question 3 was on the natural law and positive law. It required a threefold answer. Candidates were
assessed on their knowledge of the Natural Moral Law in terms of a definition, the ability to discuss the
theme as well as its application to daily life. In general, the majority of the candidates demonstrated that
they have a sound knowledge of natural law. Reference was made to its universal character, whereby
human persons discover its presence in their hearts, share in the wisdom and goodness of the Creator,
and realize their dignity through the use of reason in practising the good and attain their end. As to the
second part of the question, candidates explained quite satisfactorily the basics of natural law and the
reasons for its immutability. As to the third part of the question, some candidates failed to show why
natural law provides the indispensable moral foundation for building the human community.

Question 4
Question 4 centred on the 8th commandment. In general, candidates demonstrated a basic knowledge of
the eighth commandment. Nonetheless, some still need to understand the connection between its
conceptual meaning and its application in real life. Some candidates seem to have an imprecise
understanding of the grave implications when this commandment is not honoured and obeyed. As to the
second part, candidates responded satisfactorily. Other ideas that could have been mentioned include:
the reference to Christ’s teaching, the importance of discernment as well as the practice of moderation
and discipline when it comes to divulging information.
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Question 5:
This question was about the two sacraments at the service of communion. Candidates were asked to
describe in what ways Holy Orders and Matrimony are sacraments of service. Most gave valid answers,
explaining that in Holy Orders, priests serve others by administering the sacraments and by explaining
the Word of God, while in Matrimony, the couple serve each other by offering help and support, and work
for the family. The point where both sacraments are directed towards the personal salvation and that of
others was missing.
Most candidates gave a valid answer for the second part of the question, and some managed to give
examples to support their answer.
In the third part, some candidates confused the values of marriage with the characteristics of marriage.
Others completely left out two important points, being the good of the spouses and the transmission of
life.
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