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IM SPANISH 
MAY 2015 SESSION 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT 
 
The following statistical Table outlines the results of this year’s exam. It represents the number and 
percentage of candidates obtaining each grade.  
 
This year, the results are not being compared to those of previous years since the syllabus has changed. 
 
No. and % of candidates obtaining each grade  

YEAR A B C D E F ABSENT TOTAL 

2015 1 3 6 4 2 5 1 22 

Percentage 4.5% 13.6% 27.3% 18.2% 9.1% 22.7% 4.5% 100% 

 
 
General Comments  
 
The number of candidates sitting for this year’s exam was slightly higher than last year’s. The Board of 
Examiners was once again disappointed since the level was more or less the same as last year’s. In fact 
only 45% managed to obtain grades A, B and C.  
 
As in previous years, all scripts were seen by three markers and a marking scheme was used for all 
papers. 
 
 
Focused Remarks  
 
Listening comprehension  
 
This year, for the first time, a listening task was introduced. In general, the candidates obtained 
satisfactory marks in this section with some candidates excelling at this task. This task was made up of 
three parts. In the first part, the candidates were required to fill in the blanks with the information the 
examiner was reading out. In this part, almost all the candidates managed to get the first three answers 
correct. Possibly the candidates were more familiar with these words. In the second part, the candidates 
had to mark sentences as true or false and it was evident that in general the candidates had no difficulty 
in doing so. However, in the third part of the listening comprehension, quite a number of candidates found 
it difficult to write the sentences marked as false in the previous section correctly. Possibly the candidates 
were more focused on marking the statements as true or false rather than on really understanding the 
text.  
 
Essay Writing (Redacción)  
 
This year, as in previous years, the candidates were given a choice of descriptive, narrative and 
argumentative topics. All the topics given reflected everyday situations which the candidates could find 
themselves in. The majority of the candidates chose the first title; almost no-one chose an argumentative 
topic.  
 
In general, although the candidates presented a well structured essay, poor writing skills were 
encountered rather frequently. Recurrent mistakes included ones related to verb conjugation, in particular 
past tenses. Some candidates lost marks as a result of failing to use the correct verb structure according 
to the subject. Difficulties related to the uses of ‘SER’ and ‘ESTAR’ and ‘HABER’ and ‘TENER’ were also 
frequent. Candidates also showed lack of knowledge related to the use of direct and indirect object 
pronouns. It is of utmost importance that at this level, candidates know the following verbal periphrasis:  
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tener que + infinitivo, and querer + infinitivo, as well as the comparatives and the basic use of the 
prepositions por/para, a and en. In some cases, all these were absent. 
 
Some candidates confused Spanish with Italian. Some wrote their essay practically in Italian.  
 
Written comprehension 
 
In general, the candidates showed a deep understanding of the text and the questions they had to 
answer. As last year, the overall performance in this part of the exam was quite satisfying and the 
candidates fared better in receptive reading and understanding than in productive tasks.  
 
Nevertheless, difficulties in writing answers in one’s own words were evident. The majority of the 
candidates reproduced sentences, changing a few words. Some candidates failed to provide a 
comprehensible answer while others included information which was not requested by the question. In 
some cases, some candidates showed lack of understanding by providing two answers for the same 
question.  
 
Language use 
 
This part of the exam was introduced for the first time this year. There were three language use activities 
related to the written comprehension, with language encountered in everyday situations. In these 
exercises, most of the candidates obtained a very low mark. 
 
Exercise B 2.1 
 
All candidates understood what they had to do. However, difficulties were evident, especially with regard 
to finding a synonym for the last two questions.  
 
Exercise B 2.2 
 
This exercise was the least challenging; however, as in other parts of the exam, mistakes related to 
language were observed.  
 
Exercise B 2.3 
 
Quite a number of candidates failed to obtain a mark in this part of the exam. In some cases, the 
candidates showed that they did not know which the direct and indirect object pronouns were and instead 
used personal pronouns, articles and prepositions. 
 
 
Literary Texts and Cultural Themes  
 
In this part of the exam, candidates were required to answer one question from the literature section or 
one question from the section related to Cultural topics.  This year the literary texts set were La casa de 
Bernarda Alba, Las Rimas and La casa de los espíritus.  
 
All candidates chose one of the two questions about La casa de Bernarda Alba. In very few cases, the 
candidates excelled in this part of the exam. Many candidates showed vague and superficial 
understanding of this theatrical piece of literature. Inaccurate statements were common, such as ones 
related to the era in which La casa de Bernarda Alba was written. Most candidates presented a very poor 
analysis and did not answer the question correctly. As in previous years, some candidates are still 
memorizing essays and reproducing them in the exam. Moreover, grammatical mistakes persisted in this 
part of the exam. Some essays were badly structured. It is of utmost importance that candidates present 
structured essays and give attention to vocabulary and grammar.  
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Oral – Picture interpretation and Conversation 
 
This year, for the first time, the candidates sitting for the Intermediate Spanish exam were presented with 
two tasks. One of the tasks involved describing and discussing a picture given, and the other involved 
choosing a topic and speaking about it. Although all the topics were quite commonplace, almost all the 
candidates chose the third topic about television. Most candidates demonstrated average competence. 
Problems related to language and basic vocabulary were observed.   
 
Conclusion  
 
This year, weaker language structures were observed. Candidates encountered several difficulties in the 
language use exercises. For this purpose, the Board of Examiners suggests that the candidates learn 
how to employ different structures in different situations. When learning verb conjugations, one needs to 
also know how to use such verbs. On a different note, it is also suggested that candidates move beyond a 
superficial understanding of the literature text.  
 
Chairperson  
2015 Examination Panel 
 
 


