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Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of the candidates’ grades for the May 2017 Intermediate
History Examination.

Table1:

GRADE A B C D E F abs TOTAL
NUMBER 9 6 28 17 3 4 6 73

% OF TOTAL 12.3 8.2 38.4 23.3 4.1 5.5 8.2 100

Part 2: Comments on the candidate’s performance

Question 1

Question 1 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of Maltese history within
the theme of ‘Fortress Politics and Economics, 1800-1921’. The questions attracted
comparable number of respondents. Question 1 (a) tested knowledge of the constitution of
1903, and the extent to which it reversed the Maltese constitutional situation back to 1849.
The majority of candidates answering this question were able to indicate the main features of
the 1849 constitution, although some answers showed less confidence with respect to the
changes carried out in 1903. Question 1 (b) asked candidates to identify the principal issues
dividing political parties in the period from 1880 to 1921. The majority of candidates showed
they were knowledgeable about this subject. Question 1 (c) tested knowledge of the role of
Malta in the Crimean War, and the impact this had on the island. The majority of candidates
answered the question well, especially with regard to the second part. A number of answers
failed to locate Malta’s role correctly within the wider strategic context, and focused solely on
the effects.

Question 2

Question 2 offered a choice of three questions, testing knowledge of European history within
the theme of ‘Revolutions and Nationalism in Europe, 1800-1921’. The most popular
question by far was 2 (b), with 2 (a) and 2 (c) attracting similar numbers of respondents.
Question 2 (a) tested knowledge of the ‘Concert of Europe’, and the reasons for its failure.
The majority of candidates answered this question well. Question 2 (b), on German
unification, tested knowledge on the reasons why this was not achieved in 1848, but ‘by
blood and iron’. The majority of candidates attempting this question showed good familiarity
with the events leading to German unification. Nevertheless, a number of answers offered
little clue on the failure of the events of 1848. Question 2 (c), on the Paris Commune, was
attempted by a small number of candidates who generally showed good familiarity with the
events in Paris in 1871. A number of candidates seem to have found the second part of the
question, asking why the Paris Commune collapsed so rapidly, difficult to address.
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Question 3

Question 3 offered a choice between two text-based questions. Question 3 (b) attracted
more than twice the number of respondents as 3 (a). Question 3 (a), based on an extract
from a House of Commons debate of 1836, tested knowledge of Maltese constitutional
history. A good number of candidates were able to identify Giorgio Mitrovich as the Maltese
representative behind the petition presented by Mr Ewart and describe the background to his
efforts. Questions (ii) and (iii), on the state of affairs in Malta, and the arguments of the
Maltese for representation, were answered correctly by a majority of candidates.

Question 4

Question 4 offered a choice between two text-based questions. Question 4 (a) attracted
more than three times the number of respondents as 4 (b). Question 4 (a) was based on a
letter by Percy B. Shelley in 1821, concerning the Greek revolt against Ottoman rule that
year. The majority of candidates were able to answer correctly question (i), on the reasons
behind the Greek revolt. Question (ii) tested knowledge of the ‘Concert of Europe’ and the
way it was tested by the Greek uprising. Question (iii), on the Ottoman reaction to the Greek
revolt, was answered well by a majority of candidates. Several candidates seem to have
found (iv), asking them to comment on a statement by Shelley, encouraging Europeans to
support the cause of Greece for what it represented historically, somewhat difficult.
Question (v) referred to later European division on the Ottoman Empire, in contrast to the
support shown for the Greek cause. The majority of candidates answered these questions
well, showing a good level of factual preparation.

Question 4 (b) was based on Lenin’s Call to power, in 1917. The majority of candidates
attempting this question were able to answer well question (i), on the causes of the Russian
revolution on 1917. They were also able to describe the main developments leading to the
critical situation in Russia by 1917 (ii).  Question (iii) asked for a brief account of events in
1917. A good number of candidates showed reasonably factual knowledge in their answer.
Question (iv) tested knowledge of Bolshevik actions in the wake of the Revolution, while
question (v) asked for the reasons for the Revolution’s success. In both cases, a good
number of respondents showed a reasonably good grasp of the facts.
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