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Part 1: Statistical Information 
1.1 The total number of candidates who registered for Social Studies for the May 2018 Session 

was 693, 437 opting for Paper IIA and 256 opting for Paper IIB. There were 13 absent from the 

Paper IIA group and 43 absent from the Paper IIB group. 

 

1.2 Table 1 below shows the distribution of grades for this session of the examination:  

 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 26 39 86 92 87 - - 94 13 437 

PAPER B - - - 53 26 37 24 73 43 256 

TOTAL 26 39 86 145 113 37 24 167 56 693 

% OF TOTAL 3.8 5.6 12.4 20.9 16.3 5.3 3.5 24.1 8.1 100.0 

 
Table1: Distribution of Grades for Social Studies SEC May 2018 

 

Part 2: General Comments Regarding Candidates’ Performance 
  

2.1 Candidates generally denoted an elementary knowledge of the key concepts which is not 

enough to give evidence of internalisation of the related study material to ensure a more 

satisfactory level of understanding of the core concepts. 

 

2.2 While some improvement was noted in respect of the candidates’ writing skills (particularly 

in so far as Option A candidates are concerned), more effort is required to ensure congent, well 

crafted and coherent content. Candidates often found it difficult to elaborate on key concepts 

while Option B candidates, besides being prone to very poor writing skills and an inability to 

express themselves effectively, also fared badly as they lack the ability for critical appraisal. 

Besides they tend to be rather brief and minimalistic in their approach. 

 

2.3 With regard to Paper 2A candidates, though a significant number produced mature answers 

backed up by some sociological knowledge, many tend to resort to common sense knowledge 

rather than to sociological concepts and to give more importance to examples than to concepts 

and analysis. With regard to Paper 2B candidates, many still lack a good level of acquiantance 

with the concepts relevant to the issues raised in the questions.  

 

2.4 Markers, however, have noted that there has been some improvement in the way some 

candidates answer the questions in the sense that more candidates are showing a greater 

understanding of what they are talking about. 

 

2.5 Further, markers feel that candidates, particularly Option B candidates, should be made 

aware of certain basic requisites: 

(a) to write legible and coherent sentences, 

(b) to indicate clearly the number of each question they answer, 

(c) to avoid abbreviations and short phrased answers which render their “sentences” or 

“paragraphs” vague, incomprehensible and lacking clarity of expression, 

(d) to follow instructions particularly when answering Paper 2 – when answering Paper 2B there 

were seven candidates who only answered two or three questions while a few others tried to 

answer the eight questions! In Paper 2, candidates are expected to answer four questions, one 

from each section. 

(e) to read the whole question and consider the amount of words expected in the case of 

paragraph answers, and the mark allotted to each question before planning to formulate their 

answers. 
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(f) to decide whether to answer in Maltese or in English rather than to produce hotch-potched 

sentences or paragraphs infused with a mixture of words from both languages. 

 

Part 3: Specific Comments on Paper I 

Section A 

Question 1: 

1(a) Power: Most students defined power correctly though there were some candidates who 

transcribed the first sentence of the extract as a definition.  

1(b) Government: Though most candidates gave a correct definition there were others who 

related government with the prime minister. 

1(c) Free elections: The majority of the candidates defined this term correctly, but a good 

number of candidates simply referred to the process of elections or claimed that free elections  

are free of charge. 

1(d) Social institutions: Many candidates indicated that they had no idea what the term stands 

for. Some referred to social media or ways of social interaction or else copied a sentence from 

the extract. 

1(e) Opposition: Most answers were correct. 

Question 2: 

2(a) Members of Parliament: Though many candidates indicated that MPs are elected 

representatives who speak on behalf of the electorate, they failed to explain that as members of 

the Legislative organ their main task is to enact laws. There were quite a few who equated MPs 

with MEPs and others with the members of the Executive (ministers and parliamentary 

secretaries). Others produced very short answers. 

2(b) Three functions of Local Councils: Some candidates wrote about why Local Councils were 

established and failed to focus on their basic functions. Though there were other candidates 

who did refer to three different functions, there were others who tended to give examples 

related with one particular function, e.g. the collection of refuse. 

Question 3: 

Two systems of government: It is evident that some candidates failed to read the whole 

question as they wrote about democracies and totalitarian systems. Others were too brief in 

their descriptions. The majority of those who answered correctly, referred to monarchical, 

theocratic, oligarchic or presidential republican systems with the USA system being mostly 

mentioned. There were some candidates who opted to write on ideologies notably Fascism, 

Nazism and Communism. 

Question 4: 

Role of (i) the police and (ii) the law courts in a democratic society: Though most candidates 

grasped the basic role of the police and the law courts, not all candidates referred to the 

connection between the two or the distinct functions that each have in a democracy. There were 

answers which lacked detail or any reference to adherence to the rule of law as the supreme 

principle in a democracy. 

 

Question 5: 

Malta’s system of government: The explanation given by several candidates was often brief, 

inaccurate or irrelevant. Most candidates referred to the holding of democratic elections with the 

participation of political parties and the position of the President as a figure head with authority 

resting in the hands of the Prime Minister and of the Ministers. Most candidates stopped there, 

ignoring the separation of powers in the Legislative, Executive and Judiciary organs of the state. 

Others underlined partisan attitudes and explanations, while some simply copied sentences 

from the extract. Moreover, it was also noted that many of the answers were very short of the 

80 words target expected. 
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Section B 

  

Question 1: 

1(a) Social needs: Though some candidates managed to give a fairly good definition of social 

needs, many often confused the term with basic needs. 

1(b) Standard of living: Many interchanged the notion of quality of life with standard of living. 

1(c) Technological development: Candidates often explained this term fairly well though there 

were many who sought to define it by giving examples reflecting on the development in 

technological tools. 

Question 2: 

How development can take a sustainable form: While a good number of candidates from Option 

A, particularly know how development can take a sustainable form, and provided cogent 

content to this effect, others failed to zone in on the main thrust of the question effectively to 

beef up their answer with the requisite exemplification. Many failed to understand the question 

and just wrote about technological development or what they understand by development. 

Question 3: 

3(a) The difference between physical and social environment: Candidates generally produced 

good and well structured answers although in some instances there was a tendency to 

interchange definitions of physical environment with personal and physical health. 

3(b) The difference between standard of living and quality of life: Many candidates found it  

difficult to answer this question. 

Question 4: 

Measures taken by society to meet the needs of the world’s poor: Candidates tended to 

emphasise rudimentary examples of social measures against poverty (generally resonating a 

popularistic charity model and for the main only applied to the local context) without reflecting 

on examples of international and global cooperation aimed at combatting world poverty. A few 

made reference to social welfare strategy and distinguished between social security (welfare 

state) and personalised welfare provision (welfare society). 

Question 5: 

How technology can both threaten and promote sustainable development: Though many 

candidates sought to indicate how technology can affect society and development, many failed 

to discuss how technology can sustain and promote or threaten sustainable development. In 

various instances, candidates dwelt upon the threat of the Internet and social media to personal 

and social development rather than the relationship between technology and sustaiable 

development. 
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Part 3: Specific Comments on Paper IIA 
 

Question 1:  
Ways in which social class position may affect the life chances of the individual: Only a 

relatively small number of candidates mentioned any actual life chances. Many candidates 

dedicated most of the essay to discussing the class system although there was a tendency to 

limit this to rich and poor and middle class. Social class position was defined in  very crude 

terms and with a  stereo-typed image. There were discussions about feudalism, the caste 

system and slavery rather than a specific focus on the relationship between social class and life 

chances. Most candidates mentioned life chances without defining it. Although there were 

candidates who mentioned education, travel, good jobs or leisure, the life chances mentioned 

were generally limited. There were those who mentioned respect and importance in conjunction 

with the rich; often life chances were also linked to the rich in terms of income and having a lot 

of money which enables them to afford anything. There also seems to be the misconception 

that social classes consist of an upper class of rich people and prime ministers and presidents 

and a low class which consists of the poor and homeless. There were a number of essays which 

consisted of a description of what each class could afford as a result of their income. There were 

also those who extended the discussion to global stratification referring to the north-south 

divide and poverty in developing countries. However, many candidates took life chances to 

mean chances for social mobility. A few candidates made reference to Marx and Weber and 

there were a few who also linked the concept of life chances to the latter. 

 

Question 2:  

Members of society can never be completely independent of others: Many candidates generally 

focused on the functional reciprocity inherent in the inter-relationships which tend to make 

human beings interdependent, giving examples of people we need such as parents, 

shopkeepers and doctors. There were candidates who mentioned emotional and functional 

relationships. There were also those who distinguished between dependence such as during 

socialisation and independence once individuals grow up and learn to do things for themselves. 

There were those who also brought out the issue of interdependence well, linking it to 

specialisation.. Many answers were relevant and to the point but candidates need to focus more 

on conceptual analysis rather than on examples which should only be used to illustrate and 

strengthen an argument rather than to replace it. For example, emotional and functional 

relationships was mentioned only by a fraction of the candidates. Social solidarity and collective 

conscience, as relevant concepts to the issue raised in the question, were not mentioned by 

most of the candidates. 

Question 3:  

Social factors may leave a negative impact on people’s health: The WHO three dimensional 

definition of health was well articulated by a good number of candidates. However, in their 

approach many candidates were too superficial in their answers often falling into the trap of 

being too discursive or moralising. Candidates tended to dedicate more space to explaining how 

a person can live a healthy life, mentioning exercise, nutrition and hygiene than to discussing 

the impact of social factors on health. There were also those who mentioned health services 

such as hospitals and health centres. With regard to social factors there were many who 

mentioned issues such as media, peer pressure, drugs, alcohol, fast food and even gossip. 

There were also many candidates who discussed environmental issues such as pollution as 

having a negative impact on health. Less candidates mentioned social issues such as work-

related stress or poverty in relation to health. 
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Question 4:  

How different economic systems work with reference to Malta’s economic system: A good 

number of candidates who opted to answer this question were very clear in delineating the 

three types of economy and rightly placed Malta’s economy in the category of mixed economy. 

However, there were many others who went  at a tangent in their answers as they focused on 

the three different sectors of the economy instead. Thus while those in the first category could 

distinguish between centralised, free market and mixed economy, and identified Malta’s 

economy as being a mixed economy with some also mentioning its shift closer to a market 

economy, there were others who dwelt on Malta’s past fortress economy or confused it with 

different forms of government or different sectors of the economy and focused on Malta’s 

economy throughout history. Among those who did try to identify some characteristics of each 

type of economy, only a few went beyond a superficial discussion of private or government 

control of the economy or a combination of both. 

Question 5:  

The challenges of social media faced by young people: Most of the candidates managed to 

provide various examples of challenges of social media faced by young people. However, quite a 

good number explained in detail the advantages of media but failed to discuss the challenges, 

or kept repeating the same examples. Still a good number of candidates showed a good 

knowledge of the subject. Besides defining social media such candidates highlighted both 

positive and negative aspects of social media when discussing challenges faced by young 

people. Socialisation, communication, information and entertainment were among the 

advantages mentioned. Candidates listed several challenges: distraction from real life, addiction 

and seclusion and impacts on their way of thinking and self-esteem, disruption from study, 

sports and face to face interaction. Others also pointed out that youth are being cheated by 

social media when the information supplied is not correct; are being robbed of their privacy 

when they over-share information about themselves; involvement in the virtual world is 

distancing them from the real world; they are being threatened by cyber bullying and fraud.  

Question 6:  

The rising incident of domestic violence in Malta is negatively affecting family relations and 

children’s socialisation: Many of the candidates who attempted this question indicated that they 

have a good understanding of the term domestic violence and provided several examples of 

different kinds of violence, but unfortunately a good number of candidates failed to discuss how 

this same violence affects children’s socialisation process. Candidates mostly identified domestic 

violence as physical, psychological, sexual, financial and moral. Others stressed that instead of 

being a comfort zone, the family becomes a source of stress and unease. Candidates also 

argued  that where violence is present values such as love, appreciation and respect, go 

lacking; children who live in an environment of violence are prone to become violent; and that 

violence creates instability in society. 

Question 7:  

Causes of global warming and efforts by the international community to address this challenge: 

Just a few candidates answered this question. Though they seem to know the causes of global 

warming, many lack basic knowledge of its effects. Moreover, most candidates failed to address 

the second part of the question regarding efforts by the international community to address the 

problem. Only a few mentioned what is being done by the international community like the 

Kyoto Protocol or the Paris Agreement. Many offered superficial answers often dwelling on the 

3Rs, and local measures for the separation of waste and investment in solar panels. Also some 

referred to NGOs that work hard to protect the environment from over-building and the cutting 

of trees. 
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Question 8:  

Globalisation is serving to promote and sustain international solidarity and peace: Though there 

were candidates who provided a good definition of globalisation and good examples regarding 

the economic and technological aspects of globalisation, few candidates answered this question 

correctly. There were candidates who stressed that technology has rendered the world a global 

village and keeps people connected; that globalisation has narrowed the gap between the rich 

and the poor countries; that when disaster strikes other countries send help to those in need; 

and that countries can be both beneficiaries and agents of solidarity. But very few candidates 

provided any detail on how international organisations, such as the UN and the Commonwealth, 

promote peace and solidarity. There were responses   that exhibited a very narrow idea or had 

no relation to the requirements of the question.  

Part 4: Specific Comments on Paper IIB 

Question 1: 

(a) ”social class” was generally defined in simplistic terms often drawing clear demarcation lines 

between the wealthy and the poor. Many were at a tangent as they referred to possible sources 

of stratification such as gender or ethnicity. There were candidates who mentioned the three 

basic divisions, i.e. high, middle and lower classes. A few could define stratification by referring 

to social divisions in terms of wealth, status and power. 

“life chances” were sometimes interpreted in mundane terms. There were candidates who 

defined it in terms of opportunities to improve one’s life but left it there. 

(b) Three other systems of stratification apart from social class: most candidates found it 

difficult to identify other systems of stratification, referring instead to completely unrelated 

issues such as family, religion and peer groups.  

(c) The impact of social class on one’s life chances: Answers were generally superficial. Most 

candidates linked more life chances with the rich and less life chances with the poor, citing 

discrimination and wealth but not identifying what these life chances may be in many cases. 

Question 2:         

(a) Meaning of “no man is an island”: Most candidates could explain Donne’s phrase especially 

in terms of not being able to live without communicating with others. Answers mainly consisted 

of self evident truths about the need to exchange goods and services. The functional reciprocity 

that ensues from this exchange was often illustrated by referring to complementary roles such 

as those between a doctor and a patient. 

(b) ”Individual”: Candidates had some difficulty to define this term. Many argued that it refers 

to people who do not live by the rules, who make their own rules, who do not like to mix with 

other people rather than to one’s particular individuality despite living in a society and being 

socialised into a set of norms and expectations. 

“Social being”: Comparatively speaking, candidates found it easier to define “social being” as a 

person who lives in society with others who can be both independent and interdependent. 

(c) Examples of ways in which social beings can be both independent and interdependent: 

Answers were generally based on examples rather than sociological concepts illustrating 

dependence on others such as teachers, parents and doctors and independent as in doing 

certain things without needing the help of others. However, candidates could not explain how 

people are interdependent. Interdependence and dependence were used interchangeably 

without bringing in the idea of reciprocity and cooperation or team work. 
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Question 3: 

(a) How can a person be healthy in a holistic way: Candidates defined holistic health in terms of 

taking care of oneself overall such as by doing exercise and eating well. There were some who 

referred to different dimensions of health but most did not. Only a few referred to the physical, 

social, psychological and spiritual aspects of health. There were also candidates who mentioned 

disregarding gossip and people’s opinions as a way of keeping healthy.  

(b) Three other factors apart from social conditions that may have an impact on health and 

well-being: A few managed to identify the three dimensions of holistic health and well-being as 

delineated by WHO.  

(c) How the social conditions we live in affect our health and well-being: There were some 

candidates who could distinguish and mention non-social issues and social issues which have an 

impact on our health. However, there were those who could not make any distinction. The trend 

was for candidates to state that social issues have an effect on health but to limit these mostly 

to peer pressure, drugs, alcohol and fast food. In fact the exposition made by most candidates, 

lacked substantial and appropriate material as it tended to focus on hygienic factors. 

 

Question 4: 

(a) ”Mixed economy”: Not all candidates could define what this term stands for with quite a few 

candidates referring to economic diversification and to foreign workers. A small number of 

candidates, however, had a good grasp of the meaning of the term. 

“Tertiary sector”: Many candidates identified this as the service sector and provided relevant 

and good examples. 

(b) Two other sectors of the economy: Most of the candidates managed to identify two other 

sectors of the economy, i.e primary, secondary or quaternary. 

(c) How a mixed economy works in comparison to other systems: There were candidates who 

did distinguish between a mixed economy and a centralised or free market economy providing 

sufficient evidence of a general knowledge of how these economies work although very few 

showed depth in their discussion. The gist of the argument was that due to its high level of 

legitimacy the mixed economy is the ideal system. 

Question 5: 

(a) Four examples of social problems faced by youths: Although there were many candidates 

who could identify four social problems faced by youths, notably drug addiction, internet 

addiction, uncontrolled use of social media and pornography, some candidates were very brief 

when writing descriptive, sometimes incomplete, sentences about each example. 

(b) ”Youth rehabilitation programmes”: Several candidates managed to answer this question, 

however, almost all of the answers were too brief. Few candidates mentioned that a youth 

rehabilitation programme is expected to eventually lead youths to social inclusion. 

(c) Two youth rehabilitation programmes in Malta: Many candidates mentioned Sedqa, Caritas 

and Appoġġ but could not specify their role clearly. Others described the work done by different 

organisations without  giving the names of the relevant organisations. Some also mentioned 

Dar il-Kenn that runs a residential programme for people who suffer from eating disorders. 

There are also some candidates who are not aware of such programmes. 

 

Question 6: 

(a) Four forms of domestic violence: Though there were candidates who identified different 

forms of domestic violence such as physical, emotional, abusive language and financial, a 

significant number of candidates failed to provide four forms. 

(b) Three negative effects of domestic violence on the family: On the other hand, many 

candidates could very well explain the negative effects of domestic violence. There were some 

candidates who referred to dominant-submission relationship between partners, fear of 

reporting the case to the police, feeling of shame, negative implications on children’s 

performance at school, deep sense of insecurity, among others.   
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(c) How society can help victims of domestic violence: The majority of candidates tended to 

provide valid answers, however, some of them did not write a paragraph of the expected 

length. Most of the discussions focused on how individuals should help victims of such violence 

and not on how society at large needs to gear itself to educate and provide legal and social 

measures that prevent violence and to give care and shelter to those who are affected. Few 

candidates made reference to the legal framework available in Malta or to services provided by 

specialised organisations. 

 

Question 7: 

(a) ”Environmental management”: Several candidates could not describe this term. Some 

described it as “when there is balance between men’s activity and the environment”.Only a few 

candidates associated environmental management with conservation control, planning and 

implementation and maintaining policies. 

“Global warming”: Candidates indicate that they are more familiar with this term and mostly 

described it as the observed rise in the average temperature of the Earth’s climate system. 

There were a few who gave a completely wrong definition. 

(b) Three causes of global warming and three efforts to control it: Candidates often focused on 

what happens locally, e.g. extensive use of glass in buildings, uncontrolled gas emissions, with 

regard to causes, and reducing household electricity consumption and reduce, reuse and recycle 

domestic waste with regard to efforts to control global warming. Those who defined global 

warming wrongly, also produced completely wrong answers.  

(c) How Malta can contribute to global warming control: A good number of candidates explained 

how the Maltese population contributes towards global warming control by using less electricity, 

using public transport and walking versus use of private cars, having more solar panels, etc. 

Few candidates made any reference to Malta’s commitments to international agreements and 

conventions to implement measures and policies to control global warming. 

 

Question 8: 

(a) ”International solidarity”: A number of candidates could not produce a clear definition of this 

term. Consequently they could not give good examples of how it takes place. There were, 

however, a few candidates who indicated an organised system of cooperation among the world 

community of nations, e.g. by providing support in times of natural disasters.   

(b) How different aspects of globalisation promote international solidarity: A good number of 

candidates did not answer this question correctly as most of them mentioned local organisations 

and made no reference to international organisations. However, there were candidates who 

explained that technology and the media play a very important role in the promotion of 

international solidarity: people learn to understand and accept each other better; familiarisation 

with the cultures and expectations of other nations help to bring about international solidarity. 

There were candidates who also pointed out that there are countries which are ready to help 

underdeveloped countries and others where there is conflict, through various means and 

programmes. 

(c) Outline of the role of two world organisations in the promotion of peace among peoples: 

Some candidates instead of writing about two international organisations,  opted to write about 

local organisations. On the other hand, , many identified the United Nations, UNESCO, the EU 

and the Commonwealth and wrote a few sentences about their roles in seeking to prevent world 

conflict, in promoting human rights and in seeking to provide humanitarian aid and support to 

third world countries. 

 

 

Chairperson 
Examiners’ Panel 2018 

 


