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A. Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
1.1 The total number of candidates who registered for Social Studies for the May 2019 Session was 756, 422 

opting for Paper IIA and 334 opting for Paper IIB. There were 20 absent from those who opted for Paper 

IIA and 90 absent from those who opted for Paper IIB. 

1.2 Table 1 below shows the distribution of grades for this session of the examination:  

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 16 31 90 103 81 - - 81 20 422 

PAPER B - - - 51 40 59 38 56 90 334 

TOTAL 16 31 90 154 121 59 38 137 110 756 

% OF TOTAL 2.1 4.1 11.9 20.4 16.0 7.8 5.0 18.1 14.6 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for SEC Social Studies 2019 Main Session  

B. Part 2: General Comments Regarding Candidates’ Performance 
  

2.1 Year after year, responses in SEC Social Studies lack the use of sociological terms. The answers are very 

simplistic in manner showing limited understanding and knowledge of sociological concepts. Many answers 

are based on commonsense knowledge and shared stereotypes. Some answers are given in sermon-style 

language rather than sticking to the facts and to their analysis. It is evident that many answers are based on 

information acquired from unreliable sources, mostly from the media. This is reflected in the use of clichés 

which are used in the media. Answers contain limited reflection or analysis.  

2.2 Candidates sitting for Paper IIA wrote well-structured essays even if the content was not necessarily up 

to the desired standard in terms of sociological content.  

2.3 Candidates opting for Paper IIB gave less detailed and crafted answers relying on general knowledge 

rather than on an academic knowledge of the subject. A good number of candidates gave very brief answers. 

Some candidates did not answer all the questions. The handwriting of quite a few candidates was almost 

illegible. Candidates sitting for Paper11B are also more likely to ignore the rubric. For example, they 

answered both questions in each section. Some candidates also tended to ignore the number of marks 

allotted to questions, giving detailed answers when they are not required and short answers for questions 

which carry substantial marks. Very few candidates who sat for Paper 2B did really well. 

2.4 The standard of the written English or Maltese presented in the responses is very poor. The sentences 

lack structure, good idiom and logic. Some candidates do not stick to one language. Starting an answer in 

Maltese and switching to English mid-sentence, should not be encouraged. Candidates are also expected to 

use one language for all questions.  

2.5 Some examiners have pointed out issues related to presentation and style such as illegible hand writing 

or not skipping a line between one question and another to indicate that a question finished and another 

started. When answering structured questions, some candidates tend to answer all the questions together 

without differentiating between the different questions. Candidates should always write the question 
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number. Some candidates tend to present careless work e.g. by crossing out an answer many times instead 

of making a simple cross.  

2.6 Candidates should ensure that their answers are to the point, avoiding repetition as much as possible.   

C. Part 3: Specific Comments on Paper I 

Section A 

Question 1: 

It should be pointed out that in such questions, candidates should ensure that defining a concept is what is 

first and foremost required of them. Giving examples should only be used to illustrate a point, not to 

substitute the definition. 

(a) Institution:  Most candidates failed to answer this question satisfactorily. Many candidates gave a 

good example of an institution such as education or the family but failed to elaborate or to give an 

acceptable definition. 

(b) Social group: Most candidates could answer this question although a significant number of students 

answered by using the same words – ‘a group in society’. Yet, many candidates had adequate 

knowledge of what social groups stand for.   

(c) Interaction:  This was generally answered relatively well. There was a good number of candidates 

who gave answers such as “Interaction is good for society” for which marks could not be awarded. 

(d) Solidarity: Candidates answering this part often used “L-Istrina” as an example. A few others re-used 

the example of helping the old lady with her heavy shopping bags. However there was a substantial 

number of candidates who interpreted solidarity as being a state of solitude.   

(e) Process of Socialisation:  The vast majority of candidates answered this correctly, with many also 

referring to primary and secondary socialisation. 

Question 2: 

Forms of family: The vast majority of candidates gave a good answer to this question showing that they are 
conscious of the changing scenario of the formation of the family. Nuclear, extended, modified extended, 
lone parent and gay and lesbian families were the most mentioned. Many equated such answers with the 
introduction of divorce.  However, some answers related to the extended and the modified extended family 
were confusing. There were also those who gave simplistic and unacceptable answers such as families with 
children or families without children. 
 

Question 3: 

Types of Groups: Various groups were mentioned. Some candidates mentioned types of groups such as peer 

groups, interest groups, pressure groups. Many candidates referred to the family and other institutions as 

being social groups. Some candidates confused the different roles of some types of groups such as peer or 

interest groups. Others gave adequate answers about pressure groups with many mentioning NGOs as an 

example. Very few referred to ethnic groups. 
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Question 4: 

In what way is the family functional for society? Many valid answers also included the fact that the family 

is the primary agency of socialization that instils in the child, at a very early age, the norms and values of 

society. The family was generally presented as beneficial to society. Although many mentioned that within 

the family, children learn the norms and values of society, they failed to connect the element of solidarity 

and conformity that the family brings to society.  

Question 5: 

Changes in the family: Many candidates focussed on the historical perspective of the development of the 

family and gave detailed accounts of the rural extended family to the nuclear family which permeates society 

today. Among the changes that were mentioned were the decrease in the number of children, the increase 

in one parent families either due to marriage breakdown or the birth of a child outside wedlock, modified 

extended families instead of extended ones and the higher presence of women in the world of work. The 

candidates also mentioned the changing role of the parents and the increase in female career workers 

leading to more sharing of responsibilities at home. However, there were some candidates who perceived 

this as a veiled threat to the bond of the family and as leading to single parent families. Many candidates 

also referred to gay families showing the increased exposure given in our society to groups advocating rights 

for minorities and reflecting the legislative changes that have recently been implemented in this regard. Very 

few however mentioned the consumer aspect of family life and the increased affluence and secularisation 

of society. 

Section B: 

Question 1:  

(a) development: While there were candidates who practically transcribed parts of the introductory 

paragraph of the text to define development, there were many who gave partial answers generally 

emphasizing that developing countries seek to introduce a process of change for the development of their 

economy or simply to have a better society. The following is a typical relatively good answer: “Development 

refers to changes in the size and structure of an economy or society. It normally means that society or the 

economy are experiencing positive changes in terms of income per capita, standards of living and economic 

growth”.  There was a noticeable number of candidates whose answer was vague and not up to standard, 

attempting definitions such as, “Development is needed in society” or “Development helps society”.   

(b) Low-income countries: Answers were often limited to countries where people have low wages, do not 
have a lot of money, lack funds and have widespread poverty and unemployment. Some related the 
definition to lack of tourism. The following is a typical relatively good answer: “Low-income countries, or as 
they are better known, low-developed economies, are countries which are experiencing negative economic 
growth. They are countries which are not engaged in development, unemployment would usually be high and 
the work is mostly related to agriculture. The countries which are low-income countries are often called 
developing countries suggesting that by time these countries will improve”. 
 
(c) Sustainable development: Many candidates gave a good definition which echoed the Brundtland 

Commission’s definition. However, there were many who were brief, vague and irrelevant. Many simply 

stated that such development occurs when the environment is not destroyed. The following is a typical 

relatively good answer: “Sustainable development refers to the way in which resources are used to satisfy 
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wants and needs in a way that they don’t make it difficult for future generations to satisfy their wants and 

needs. In other words, sustainable develpment refers to the way in which resources are being replaced so as 

the future generations will have enough resources to be able to live and survive”.  

Question 2: 

Candidates had (a) to name two low-income countries and two high-income countries and (b) to discuss the 
characteristics that distinguish low-income countries from high-income countries. 

(a) Many candidates gave good answers referring to high-income countries. Germany, UK and USA were 
the most common answers. However, some tended to identify cities (such as Dubai, Los Angeles, 
Melbourne) rather than countries. With regard to low-income countries, many candidates gave 
wrong examples and indicated lack of awareness of such countries. Some candidates simply wrote 
Africa or South America. Quite a few candidates mentioned China as a low-income country, which, 
according to the World Bank, is an upper middle income. 
 

(b) Although some answers indicated that they have some idea of the difference between low-income 
and high-income countries, they seemed to find it difficult to make an effective comparison. They 
often focused on some characteristics that identify low-income and high-income countries without 
comparing them. Good educational levels, economic development, industrial development, rates of 
poverty and disease, and stability of government were the most mentioned. However, answers were 
often weak simply referring to some aspects of economic development such as production and 
export, tourism, unemployment, wages and cost of living. There were candidates who produced 
generalised statements such as “Africa is a poor country” or “low-income countries are poor while 
high-income countries are rich and have better lifestyles”.  

 

Question 3:  

Candidates had to discuss measures that should be taken to ensure that development does not cause harm 

to the natural and physical environment. The principal mistake that many candidates made when attempting 

to answer this question, was that they missed or ignored the key words “measures” and “natural and physical 

environment”. Such candidates were often vague and proceeded to write about other aspects of the 

environment. However, there were some candidates who listed some valid measures such as enforcing 

regulations (e.g., reduce, reuse, recycle), educating the people to avoid pollution, reduction in the use of 

fossil fuels, and encouraging and subsidizing the use of alternative sources of energy. Using alternative 

sources of energy and adopting more environment-friendly approaches were often mentioned. Others 

mentioned the need to plant more trees and not destroying what trees we have. Some also referred to 

afforestation, controlled use of pesticides and protection of green areas. 

Question 4: 

Candidates had to explain how social development has affected many elements of daily life in Maltese 

society. Quite a good number of candidates seem to have misunderstood the question, tended to ignore the 

question “how?” and focused on some effects of information technology or the media. Others wrote about 

the physical and natural environment and referred to effects of the construction industry rather than how 

social development has affected many elements of daily life. Moreover, some answers tended to be brief. 

Very few referred to any of the following examples: the idea of family, size of family and the age at which 

people are getting married; importance and changes in education and work; secularisation and diversity 

regarding religions; modern trends in fashion, entertainment, communication, shopping and travel. There 
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were some, however, who referred to health issues, aging, drug proliferation and presence of foreigners and 

to multiculturalism as a result of the influx of tourists and foreign workers. 

Question 5: 

Candidates had to write a paragraph of about 80 words to explain how the use of media has affected 

different aspects of social life. Some answers were surprisingly brief while there were candidates who tended 

to overlap the answer to this question with that of the previous question. Others focused on the 

development of the mass media and its effects on communicaion rather than on how it has affected different 

aspects of social life. However, there were candidates who focused on one, and at times two, aspects but 

tended to remain generic and did not give any specific examples. Most candidates mentioned that the use 

of mobiles is getting people who are afar close, and people who are close afar. Candidates mentioned 

improved communication forms eliminating distance and the need to go to libraries to do research. Other 

candidates just mentioned a few examples and kept beating around the bush.  

There were candidates who pointed out that the media has affected personal and social relationships, that 

it provides much information (particularly through adverts) which influences life styles and has its 

advantages and disadvantages in connection with education, entertainment and information.  

             

D. Part 3: Specific Comments on Paper IIA 

Question 1: 

By and large, a good grasp of the concepts related to the issue was noticeable as there were many  candidates 

who gave a fairly good definition of the socialisation process. However, in trying to relate this socialisation 

process to one’s integration into society many candidates tended to adopt a normative and sometimes 

preachy approach rather than engage in a discussion about the intricacies of the issue posed in the question. 

Indeed a sizeable number of candidates simplistically defined integration in terms of active participation in 

the life at the community level which comprises band clubs and committees or groups connected to the 

religious festivities of the community. It was noted by the examiners that a number of candidates found it 

difficult to discuss the ways in which society manages to make the individual a member of the community 

and of civil society. They failed to mention how the agencies of socialisation operate in a way that helps the 

individual adapt to the exigencies of society and help the individual to become a member of the community 

and civil society. There were those who restricted their argument to how through elections and the voting 

system the individual integrates into community.   

Question 2:  

Overall the concept of sub-culture was perceived in terms of different religious beliefs and sexual 

orientations. It was also portrayed as an expression of angst by those who crave for a new social order. The 

examples given by the latter group to illustrate their point were ‘punks’ ‘hippies’ and ‘emos’. Many 

candidates successfully engaged in a critical argument whereby they claimed that sub-cultures very often 

manage to co-exist with the mainstream. This however is not always the case and they can sometimes create 

conflict. The poor responses clearly showed lack of knowledge on the role of sub-cultures in our society and 

failed to provide valid examples of conflict. Others kept a general discussion on this, without referring 

directly to the real causes of such conflicts. Therefore, while overall, candidates showed a good grasp of the 
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meaning of sub-culture, their sensitivity to its potential for conflict rarely rose above the conventional 

wisdom. The alertness to a more world-wide perspective in this globalized world is generally missing. 

Question 3:  

This question was about important events in Malta’s political history. Many candidates provided good 

answers, demonstrating adequate knowledge and clear arguments of four important events in Malta’s 

political history. Some candidates highlighted the main four events during the period of 1964-2004 but chose 

to discuss these events in general, at times without referring directly to the significance of each event in our 

history. In a few cases candidates did not mention all four events and/or lacked knowledge about these 

events in Maltese political history. Candidates showed a high degree of awareness about Independence Day 

and Malta’s Accession to EU membership while the other two events were not always mentioned. The dates 

of the events were not always correct. The protest marches of Sette Giugno were also incorrectly mentioned 

by some candidates as being one of the events occurring between 1964 and 2004. 

Question 4:  

This question was the most problematic. Candidates were expected to mention the social partners, that is 

the government, the employers and the trade unions, and also to demonstrate an understanding of their 

role in the labour market. Only a very small number of candidates were able to do this. Most of the 

candidates who answered this question failed to provide good quality responses. Many went out of point 

because they didn’t identify who the social partners are and their role in the labour market. Rather they 

referred to the social partners as  joint companies, political parties and different countries amongst others. 

These poor responses clearly showed a lack of knowledge necessary on this topic. Candidates therefore 

scored very low, and often no, marks. 

Question 5:  

Candidates were well aware of both the challenges and the opportunities which youths face in contemporary 

society. Pressures due to family situations and pressures which the family puts on young people to study and 

succeed were often mentioned as challenges which they face. Peer pressure and the fear of not being 

accepted by friends were also mentioned. An issue which presents a challenge is when it comes to make 

decisions which they are not ready for. The abuse of drugs and alcohol also presents a challenge when it 

comes to choosing friends. Candidates were well informed about the opportunities they have, to further 

their education to move on to successful careers and the opportunities to work and study abroad. Candidates 

also mentioned the various organizations which they can join to practice their hobbies and to acquire new 

skills. However, examiners also pointed out that there were candidates who lost marks because they 

completely ignored the ‘opportunities’ part.  

Question 6:  

Less candidates opted for this question and the ones that did, mostly did not go in detail about all areas 

relevant to the topic. On the other hand, there were a few candidates who managed to explore the indicators 

of poverty in an exhaustive way and presented good essays. Education and housing issues were the most 

mentioned areas, while healthcare and the environment were the ones least discussed. The role of 

international organizations in eradicating poverty was also mentioned. Conflicts, natural disasters, bad 

governance, lack of resources as well as lack of inequality and lack of human rights were among the reasons 

mentioned as situations that result in poverty. Besides lack of education, poor health care and 
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unemployment, candidates also mentioned gambling and drug and alcohol abuse as other reasons for 

poverty. Issues such as the fact that in many societies, women are more prone to suffer poverty because of 

the lack of opportunities afforded to them as well as issues such as discrimination, corruption and racism 

were hardly addressed in the responses of candidates.  

Question 7:  

The majority of those who answered this question did well. Overall, candidates managed to evaluate 

different kinds of pollution and presented valid details about what is happening to our environment both on 

a national and global level. It is evident from the answers that there is great awareness of the different forms 

of pollution and the negative effects on human health and the environment. In this question candidates 

mentioned light and noise pollution. 

Question 8:  

Few candidates answered this question but those who did, generally managed to mention relevant points. 

Most candidates could mention what has caused the demographic changes and the effects these have had 

on the environment, however, they were weak in their arguments related to social and economic aspects. 

E. Part 4: Specific Comments on Paper IIB 

Question 1:  

a) The three concepts ‘Community’ ‘Civil Society’ and ‘Conformity’ were simplistically interpreted. 

‘Community’ was generally defined simply as a group of people whereas ‘Civil Society’ was associated 

with areas of social activities at village or local level. ‘Conformity’ was related to acts of obedience 

and/or appropriate behaviour. Several took civil society to mean different groups living in the same 

society or that a civil society means a society made of different countries.  

b) Most candidates provided good quality examples of the term community such as religious 

communities. However, only a few managed to provide good quality examples of organizations found 

in civil society like any NGO. Some mentioned the agents of socialization or sports groups. 

c) Many answers to this question about how individuals become members of the community consisted 

of a string of platitudes. Being generally focused on active participation at the level of the town or 

village where one resides, the answers were completely devoid of any meaningful, sociological 

content. There were some candidates who managed to discuss the importance of socialization and 

its agents, especially the media as it exposes the individuals to the public domain of society and 

integrates the individual in community life and civil society. However, this was mostly discussed on a 

general level, at times without referring directly to the important significance of socialization and 

instead referring to how individuals can live together in peace.  

Question 2:         

a) In defining ‘sub-cultures’ and ‘cultural diversity’ the focus seemed to be rather narrow as most of the 

candidates tended to view these two concepts from a provincial, religious viewpoint. Candidates had 

some difficulty with defining sub-cultures. Many confused subculture with the dominant culture, 

while others argued that these are part of our society but did not discuss their role. Candidates found 

it easier to define cultural diversity as a society with many different cultures. 



Examiners’ Report (2019): SEC Social Studies 

Page 9 of 10 
 

b) Most candidates found it difficult to provide different examples of subcultural groups, referring 

instead to completely unrelated examples. Religious groups were singled out by most candidates as 

the main example of a sub culture whereas ethnicity was mentioned by a small number of candidates.    

c) Regarding the fact that subcultures can cause conflicting issues in society, only a few candidates 

identified the real causes of such conflicts. Some candidates did manage to mention that diversities 

related to religious beliefs or ethnicity may give rise to open conflict. Other candidates failed to do 

so. Some candidates made relevant remarks about racism and xenophobia as the underlying causes 

of cultural conflicts. However, some candidates only offered a simplistic explanation of possible 

causes leading to conflict. 

Question 3:      

a) The majority provided good answers and the correct order of the dates of the events. In a few cases 

candidates did not mention all four events or did not know the correct date.  

b) Many candidates clearly showed that EU is the only event which is not a national day. 

c) In commenting about the significance of the four events there was a significant number of candidates 

who failed to point out the ramifications of these events although there were others who successfully 

explained the importance and significance of each event. In a few cases candidates did not mention 

all four events and/or lacked knowledge about these events in Maltese political history.   

Question 4: 

a) Few candidates could define what industrial conflict stands for with quite a few candidates referring 

to conflict between different social groups, companies or even political parties. A small number of 

candidates, however, had a good grasp of the meaning of the term, mainly that industrial conflicts 

are disputes which are registered between the employer and employees. 

b) Most candidates found it difficult to identify the social partners, referring instead to completely 

unrelated groups like political parties, joint companies and sectors of the economy amongst others. 

c) This was the most challenging question for many candidates. Only a very small number of candidates 

were able to discuss the role of social partners in the labour market. Most of the candidates failed to 

provide good quality responses. In fact, many answers were out of point. These poor responses 

clearly showed a lack of knowledge on the role of the social partners in the labour market. Instead 

most responses provided detailed paragraphs on the importance of employment in our society or 

the role of the I.L.O or health and safety in the work place.        

Question 5:   

a) A clear definition of adolescence was given by most candidates. 

b) Candidates demonstrated that they have a very clear idea about the opportunities that further 

education offers and that those who want to carry on with their studies after secondary level can 

choose from a variety of subjects that the University, MCast and other institutions offer. Several 

candidates mentioned opportunities of working and studying in other countries. Candidates 

mentioned that since education is free and students are paid a stipend it is a great opportunity for 

those who otherwise could not afford to further their education. 
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c) This part of the question required at least 80 words. However, many candidates did not even reach 

the minimum and instead presented very brief answers. These answers may have been relevant but 

failed to reach the required standard. It is clear that social media takes up most of the leisure time 

and that young people often prefer to stay connected to their friends through social media.        

Question 6:   

a) Many candidates gave a vague definition of the welfare state 

b) The fact that this question was sub-divided into three helped candidates to write good answers and 

to keep better track of what they are discussing. Many candidates gave valid arguments related to  

how levels of education, employment and housing conditions can be indicators of poverty in society. 

c) Although the majority of candidates seemed well aware of certain social issues especially in their 

answer to (b), most candidates restricted their answers to the incidence of poverty in Malta rather 

than answering the question.   

Question 7:         

Answers to this question were satisfactory. 

a) Both land and air pollution were well defined. 

b) Most candidates could mention different causes of pollution. 

c) Candidates showed that they are well aware of what causes pollution and also of the effects of 

pollution on the environment and on people’s health. This section was answered in a relevant and 

detailed way by the majority of candidates.  

Question 8:  

Only a few candidates opted to answer this question.  

a) Those candidates who did answer this question could fairly explain the term “demography”. 

b) Candidates found this part of the question, where they had to define the three forms of migration, 

the most difficult to address. Unfortunately, most of those who attempted this question failed to 

answer this part of the question correctly. Hardly any reference was made to forms of migration such 

as internal, forced, voluntary, return migration or to the difference between emigration and 

immigration.  

c) Most of the candidates who answered this question could mention factors that push people out of a 

country as well as factors which draw people towards other countries. This part of the question was 

addressed relatively well. 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2019 


