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A. Statistical Information 
 

Eighty-six candidates registered for the examination. The breakdown of the grades obtained by the 

candidates was as follows: 

Grade A B C D E F Abs Reg 

No 1 12 12 24 9 15 13 86 

% 1.2 13.9 13.9 27.9 10.5 17.4 15.1 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for Advanced Art 2019 First Session  

 

Grade No. of Candidates % of Candidates 

A - C 25 29.1 

A - E 58 67.4 

FAIL 15 17.4 

Table 2: Candidates’ general performance for the First Session 2019 

The number of students who were absent or did not present their work was quite high. 

B. Coursework - General Remarks 
 

The great majority of candidates presented their work in line with the syllabus regulations. The work was 

duly submitted in separate folders and duly marked, while thick canvas board and canvas stretchers were 

avoided. 

In general, the candidates did not include materials that constitute a health hazard in their work. However, 

a number of candidates did not present their work in a standard commercially available folder as stipulated 

in the syllabus, but in a home-made folder. Some of these folders were larger than the dimensions stipulated 

in the syllabus, while most of them were constructed with cardboard sheets that were attached together by 

means of staples. This is unacceptable as it constitutes a health hazard for examiners when handling the 

works. 

As in previous years, a number of candidates failed to show ongoing, creative and holistic research in the 

Portfolio and Personal study and instead presented “investigation”, “experimentation” and “development” 

work on labelled sheets as three separate entities, as if just to satisfy the requirements of the syllabus.  

A few candidates failed to duly indicate the theme or starting point for their Thematic Project/Personal 

Project/Extended Thematic Work. 

Some candidates mounted each and every work on thick black paper. This is not a requisite and does not 

make the work any better.  

Portfolio 

 

A majority of candidates presented a good selection and well-organized body of work and produced work of 

satisfactory level. However, a number of candidates showed a lack of the required commitment at an 

Advanced Level examination. A few portfolios resembled personal studies.  
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In general, there was a positive trend from previous years, and only a limited number of portfolios were 

loaded with secondary sources from the internet, bearing no significance in the development of the work 

presented. However, a number of candidates still presented gimmicks, labelled as experimentation. 

Candidates should only present significant work.  

Candidates should see that the coursework reflects a sustained and holistic artistic-education over a two-

year course. The portfolio therefore should present a well-balanced selection of subject matter, media and 

techniques.  

Personal Study 

 

There were a number of high flyers who presented a body of work that demonstrates a focused investigation 

and critical analysis of the theme selected. However, a substantial number of candidates focused on 

individual pieces showing no visual analysis and development rather than building up a coherent body  of 

work. 

Visual Journal 

 

In general, there was an improvement in the visual journals and there seems to be a better understanding 

of its function. Several were well-presented, complete with due annotations. A good number of candidates 

got an upper average mark.  

The visual journal should be a student’s daily companion over the two-year course and not something 

prepared just for the exam. A well-kept journal should therefore reflect a continuous process, recorded by 

sketches, drawings, cuttings and art-historical references accompanied by annotations and personal 

reflections – it is not just a sketch book. 

Thematic Project 
 

As already indicated, it was positively noted that this year less students loaded their work with downloads 

of material that was not developed any further in the process towards the final work of the project. 

Notwithstanding, there were a few high flyers, the rest of the candidates got an average and a lower average 

mark. The candidates are expected to show commitment, creativity and an ability to express themselves in 

the chosen media. 

C. Comments on Papers I, II, and III  

Paper I – Extended Thematic Project  

 

There were some high flyers in this paper but overall the majority of the candidates managed to obtain an 

average and a lower average mark. 

The candidates’ performance in this paper relies to a great extent on the work carried out in the Thematic 

Project.  As expected, in the great majority of cases the mark obtained in this paper is very much a reflection 

of that obtained in the Thematic Project. In general, candidates who did not show due commitment in the 

Thematic Project did not do well in this paper.  
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 Sticking of small sketches is not permissible, all work and annotations are to be done directly on A2 papers. 

Paper 2 – Work from Observation – The Human Figure 

 

In this paper there were a few high achievers, but most candidates managed to reach only a lower average 

and a below average level. This seems to point to a lack of training and understanding of observation skills. 

Observation and drawing skills are a must and a key to all other sections of the art examination. 

Paper 3 – History of Art 
 

Some candidates did not indicate the section and the question number clearly on both the script and on its 

front cover.  

Section (i) Critical Analysis 

Many students are answering this question incorrectly. It seems that it is still not well understood what is 

required to make a critical analysis of a work of art, thus this is resulting in low marks.  

Section (ii) Comparative Essay 

As in the two previous years there were good results in this section, but the majority were of an average and 

low average quality. The great majority of students did not place the works in their historical context or 

relate them with the period style and remained at a very superficial level. Phrases stating that a work is a 

sculpture while the other is a painting, or one is religious and the other is secular are too obvious for an 

Advanced Level standard. Again, stopping at a mere description of the subject matter, does not qualify as a 

competent analysis. Candidates are urged to write a flowing and well-articulated essay. 

Section (iii) Synoptic Essay 

A large percentage of candidates have unfortunately shown that their reading is very superficial and their 

knowledge of the mentioned works of art is very limited.  Few students presented a coherent understanding 

of the selected questions and it was only on rare occasions that a good, in-depth essay was encountered.  As 

in previous years, it has been noted that many students fail to understand the question and its implications, 

leading to a loss of marks.   

It has also emerged that students are not preparing themselves adequately in subjects such as the Medieval 

and Modern periods, with a strong penchant for the Renaissance and the Baroque. It is expected that at 

Advanced Level, students have a convincing grasp of all the major styles and periods.    

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2019 


