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A. Introduction 
 

A total of 480 candidates sat for SEC German in May 2019.  This year 350 candidates registered for Paper 2A 

while 130 candidates registered for Paper 2B.   

Table 1 shows the number of candidates who registered for SEC German from 2010 to 2019 according to the 

paper they selected. 

 

Year  Total Paper 2A Paper 2B 

2019  480 350 130 

2018  478 357 121 

2017  410 296 114 

2016  417 301 116 

2015  288 196 92 

2014  378 262 116 

2013  346 216 130 

2012  378 236 142 

2011  469 295 174 

2010  473 259 214 

Table 1:  Number of candidates who registered for SEC German Paper 2A and 2B between 2010 and 2019 

There were 11 candidates who registered for Paper A and 7 for Paper B who did not sit for the examination.   

The examination had the same format as in previous years except for the speaking component of the 

examination. All the written sections in Paper 2A and Paper 2B were marked separately by two different 

markers and the final mark was calculated by taking both marks into consideration.  

Overall Performance 

 

Table 2 below outlines the distribution of grades obtained by the candidates in the May 2019 session. 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 23 82 99 64 43 - - 28 11 350 

PAPER B - - - 28 29 21 23 22 7 130 

TOTAL 23 82 99 92 72 21 23 50 18 480 

% OF TOTAL 4.8 17.1 20.6 19.2 15 4.4 4.8 10.4 3.8 100 

Table 2: Distribution of grades for SEC German 2019 Main Session  

Table 3 enables a comparison of grades from 2011 to 2019. 
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 Grade 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Abs Total 

2019 1 & IIA 23 82 99 64 43 - - 28 11 350 

 1 & IIB    28 29 21 23 22 7 130 

 Total N 23 82 99 92 72 21 23 50 18 478 

2018 I & IIA 30 91 100 65 51   19 1 357 

 I & IIB    29 31 16 17 23 5 121 

 Total N 30 91 100 94 82 16 17 42 6 478 

2017 I & IIA 33 64 83 51 41 - - 21 3 296 

 I & IIB - - - 19 34 19 13 24 5 114 

 Total N 33 64 83 70 75 19 13 45 8 410 

2016 I & IIA 35 73 98 54 23 - - 16 2 301 

 I & IIB - - - 25 33 24 16 14 4 116 

 Total N 35 73 98 79 46 24 16 30 6 417 

2015 I & IIA 21 24 42 32 41 - - 35 1 196 

 I & IIB - - - 9 27 24 15 16 2 92 

 Total N 21 24 42 41 68 24 15 51 2 288 

2014 I & IIA 25 34 47 45 56 - - 53 2 262 

 I & IIB - - - 11 33 29 17 25 1 116 

 Total N 25 34 47 56 89 29 17 78 3 378 

2013 I & IIA 18 27 40 35 48 - - 45 3 216 

 I & IIB - - - 10 24 34 37 25 0 130 

 Total N 18 27 40 45 72 34 37 70 3 346 

2012 I & IIA 20 35 37 39 47 - - 55 3 236 

 I & IIB - - - 11 25 37 33 30 6 142 

 Total N 20 35 37 50 72 37 33 85 9 378 

2011 I & IIA 30 36 44 35 75 - - 70 5 295 

 I & IIB - - - 12 30 34 52 38 8 174 

 Total N 30 36 44 47 105 34 52 108 13 469 

Table 3:  Grades obtained between 2011 and 2018 

The chairperson, the reviewer and the setters checked all papers to ensure that syllabus criteria were abided 

by and that questions from previous years were not repeated. 
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B. Paper 1 

Section A - Spoken Interaction 

 

This part of the exam carries 30 marks out of the 100 marks of Paper 1. The oral examination consists of 

three parts.  

To start off, candidates had to introduce themselves. They were asked a number of questions about 

themselves. The examiner had a prepared set of questions to select from.  

In the second part the candidate took part in a conversation with the examiner in a role play where candidate 

and examiner planned something together. Prompts were provided to guide the candidate and examiner 

during the role play. The prompts were provided during preparation time prior to the start of the 

examination.    

In the third part the candidate was asked to speak on a given topic. The topic was presented through a 

picture and a title that illustrates the theme. They were provided with the task prior to the start of the 

examination to give them time to prepare.   

There was a broad spectrum of performance and levels amongst candidates who sat for Paper A and Paper 

B. Examiners reported that while most candidates who sat for Paper A demonstrated good communication 

skills and used a wide range of vocabulary and language structures at the level, the majority of candidates 

who sat for Paper B used a limited range of vocabulary and grammatical structures. While the majority who 

sat for Paper B were able to introduce and answer questions about themselves in the first task of the oral 

examination, it was clear that they could not maintain a conversation with the examiner in the second part 

of the exam. They were not confident in answering simple questions and were unprepared for the third part 

of the exam where they had to express themselves about a theme. Although candidates are allocated time 

to prepare the task, a large number of them did not manage to expand on the theme. Candidates who sat 

for Paper A were able to complete the tasks well although a number of them required the examiner to use 

the prompting questions available.  Examiners had a list of questions to utilise with candidates who were 

not able to speak independently about the theme or who required support or guidance to complete the task.  

Section B - Listening Comprehension 

 

As in previous years the instructions and the listening comprehension texts were recorded. The listening 

comprehension consisted of three parts. The first task contained a multiple-choice exercise in which 

candidates had to indicate which statements corresponded with information communicated in the 

announcement. The second part contained a true or false task, while the third part required candidates to 

note down a short answer.   

Section C - Grammar (Sprachbausteine and Satzbau) 

 

This section of the paper had 4 different parts.   
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As stated in previous years, this part of the examination, carries 40 marks, and candidates tend to find this 

part of the examination the most difficult. Candidates at this level find it extremely challenging to work at 

the level of accuracy this part of the paper requires.  

In the first part of Paper 1, candidates had to select the fitting word or phrase out of three possibilities given. 

 Tenses 

 Declensions 

 Articles 

 Adjective endings 

In the second part candidates were asked to insert the correct phrase or word given in an adjoining list. It 

was noted that a good number of candidates lack vocabulary to understand a text and find it difficult to 

understand what is required in the different parts of the cloze text. Some candidates even had difficulty with 

filling in a simple preposition; e.g. nach Paris. 

In the third part of the paper candidates were given a cloze text in which they were expected to insert 

appropriate words or phrases. As in previous years, this task proved challenging. Problems that candidates 

had with the cloze texts were not only related to lack of understanding of the text but also to the level of 

accuracy required.  

In the last task the candidates had to compose six sentences to form a paragraph which made cohesive 

sense. This task tests accuracy at a level that requires candidates to construct sentences without making any 

mistakes in grammar or sentence structure.  

C. Paper 2A and Paper 2B 
 

Paper 2A and Paper 2B consisted of a reading comprehension section and a written section.   

Reading Comprehension 

 

The reading comprehension section contained a number of tasks that carried a total of 60 marks.  The texts 

addressed topics that candidates are familiar with at this level.  Themes were related to school and clothing, 

holidays, sport events, and food and fitness amongst others. The reading texts in both paper A and paper B 

were presented in the form of adverts or texts written by young people in the form of an article. The text 

about a trip to a yearly event held in the southern part of Germany in Paper A was supported by visuals to 

illustrate the event described in the text. Candidates who found the tasks challenging only managed to pick 

up similar words or phrases from the text which clearly shows that candidates need to be exposed to a wider 

range of texts and reading strategies. In Paper B candidates did not do so well in the true or false section. 

Most scored only half the marks in this section and were not able to understand all statements or parts of 

the adverts/texts in the first section. Candidates performed better when reading the longer texts which 

required them to choose the right answer from a choice of three statements.  
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Written Section 

 

Candidates who sat for Paper 2A were assigned two tasks.  The first task was an e-mail, while the second 

was a report about a past event.  In the first task candidates were asked to discuss plans for a camping 

holiday now that their exams were over.  The theme of this email was within the candidates’ competence 

however not all candidates were able to express themselves on all points. Most candidates were able to 

write the report in the past and although mistakes in orthography, use of verb and tense as well as control 

of linguistic structures were common, they did not hinder communication.  

Candidates who sat for Paper 2B had to answer an e-mail and a message in two separate tasks. The themes 

were familiar to the candidates since they addressed themes related to areas addressed in their curriculum 

such as what they do during the holidays, helping out at home, part time jobs and meeting friends. A number 

of candidates that sat for this paper were not able to understand the given points and consequently they did 

not attempt the task or either address it well. However others wrote at a good level of proficiency for this 

level and addressed all points. Although they wrote with an adequate level of fluency at the level, candidates 

who sat for this paper did not check verb endings or use the right sentence structure with modal verbs (du 

kann habe meine …). Candidates however did show awareness of more complex sentence structure with the 

use of conjunctions and word order, e.g ‘weil ich meine Mutter hilfen’. They were able to address all the 

points they were asked to write about both in the e-mail as well as in the message. The task required them 

to read and then respond in both Paper A and Paper B tasks.  

D. Final comments and recommendations 
 

It is recommended that candidates are provided with a wider range of tasks and materials to prepare for the 

exam and develop higher proficiency in all skills. Candidates need to be provided with tasks that enable them 

to respond to text in writing and to interact with others and develop their speaking skills. Candidates are to 

expose themselves to an array of reading texts and to learn to identify the main points as well as look for 

specific information. While the themes selected ought to focus on familiar topics, candidates are expected 

to understand a wider range of texts at SEC level.    

Low levels of accuracy do not always hinder understanding however candidates are expected to use basic 

vocabulary and language chunks more precisely, even at Paper B level. Candidates are also expected to have 

a good level of accuracy that does not hinder communication, being able to use the right endings and 

appropriate tense forms as well as basic sentence structure when discussing themes that are familiar to 

them.  

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2019  
 


