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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates registering to sit for SEC History was 54, 23 opting to sit for Option A and 31 

opting to sit for Option B for the Special September 2020 Session. 

Table 1 below indicates the grade distribution for this session: 

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U ABS TOTAL 

PAPER A 2 4 1 1 3 - - 4 8 23 

PAPER B - - - 1 2 5 4 8 11 31 

TOTAL 2 4 1 2 5 5 4 12 19 54 

% OF TOTAL 3.7 7.4 1.9 3.7 9.3 9.3 7.4 22.2 35.2 100.0 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for the Special September 2020 session of the examination 

The following tables show the average marks obtained by candidates in Paper I. Table 2 shows the averages 

for candidates opting for Option A and Table 3 shows the averages obtained by candidates of Option B. There 

is clear difference between candidates of Option A and those of Option B. The average mark for all the paper 

was 56.8 for Option A candidates and 24.3 for Option B candidates. 

Question Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Maximum Mark 16 17 17 17 16 17 

Average Mark 10.53 6.2 6.6 10.2 5.7 6.02 

Table 2: Paper I: Average mark per question for Option A candidates.   

Question Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Maximum Mark 16 17 17 17 16 17 

Average Mark 7.10 5.21 3.15 4.89 2.42 4.94 
Table 3: Paper I: Average mark per question for Option B candidates. 

The following Tables show the average per question per Section of Papers IIA and IIB. Tables 4 and 5 indicate 

the averages for Paper IIA while Tables 6 and 7 indicate the averages for Paper IIB.  

Question Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Number of Responses 8 6 6 9 1 0 

Highest Mark 20 22 22 22 11 - 

Lowest Mark 8 19 7 5 - - 

Average 15.12 20.16 17.0 14.6 11 - 
Table 4: Average mark per question of Paper II A Section A – Maltese History  

Question Number 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Number of Responses 7 2 12 6 1 2 

Highest Mark 23 20 23 23 18 16 

Lowest Mark 9 13 5 12 - 0 

Average 14 12.7 13.8 16.8 18 8 
Table 5: Average mark per question of Paper IIA Section B – European and International History 
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Question Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Number of Responses 14 6 3 9 3 0 

Highest Mark 23 20 16 22 15 - 

Lowest Mark 6 1 0 4 8 - 

Average 13,6 10.83 5.3 14.4 12.0 - 
Table 6: Average mark per question of Paper IIB Section A – Maltese History 

Question Number 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Number of Responses 4 4 9 5 4 11 

Highest Mark 20 12 18 19 15 17 

Lowest Mark 3 2 4 8 7 6 

Average 10.8 8.7 10.6 12.4 11.25 11.2 
Table 7: Average mark per question of Paper IIB Section B – European and International History 

 

B. GENERAL COMMENTS 
Markers have noted that remarks made in last year’s report are still very much valid. In particular, they noted 

that: 

a) While there were some candidates, particularly in Option A, who produced some good answers, 

most responses often remained descriptive rather than analytical. 

b) Some Option B candidates ignored the structured questions of Paper IIB and instead produced 

paragraph answers when not required to do so.  

c) Most Option B responses were brief and vague. Answers showed limited knowledge, incorrect 

historical facts and incorrect terminology. Some questions were unanswered or completely irrelevant. 

 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I 

 Section A: Maltese History 

Question 1: Sources about the hospitals of the Order of St. John. 

a) The majority of the candidates correctly identified the Sacra Infermeria.  

b) Most candidates gave acceptable answers for the Order’s decision to build the Hospital, but the 

majority failed to point out that maintaining the hospital was part of the Order’s original mission. 

c) Most Option A candidates were aware of the characteristics that underlined the Sacra Infermeria, 

namely the size of its wards, the service given to the patients by the Knights in silver plates, the high 

reputation which the Order’s hospital had, the setting up of the medical school, and that the hospital 

admitted and cured patients free of charge. Several Option B candidates gave incorrect answers. 

d) Most candidates correctly identified the Lazzaretto Hospital as well as its purpose. 

e) Very few candidates were unfamiliar with Henry Teonge’s description of the Hospital. 
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f) Most candidates failed to provide two good effects that the Aqueduct project had on life in the city 

of Valletta at the time of the Order. 

Question 2: Sources about the Royal Commissions of 1836 and 1878. 

a) Most candidates did not mention that Bouverie was the Governor of the Maltese Islands.   

b) Few candidates answered this question correctly. Several candidates misunderstood the question 

and simply provided a definition of the term ‘fortress’. Most responses made no reference to the fact 

that the British considered Malta as a military and naval base and were consequently reluctant to grant 

constitutional and political rights to the Maltese. 

c) Though the majority of Option A candidates provided a good answer, most Option B candidates gave 

incorrect answers.    

d) Most candidates failed to provide a satisfactory answer. Responses did not mention that the 

exclusion of Maltese citizens from the higher posts in the public service brought about frequent 

criticism and resentment from among the Maltese élite classes. 

e) A good number of candidates correctly explained that Julyan’s reform resulted in the English 

language becoming the sole language of administration. Many answers did not refer to the gradual 

exclusion of the Italian language. 

f) The majority of the candidates correctly answered the question and argued that the English language 

was introduced as a compulsory subject but failed to add that it was introduced in the elementary 

phase of education. Regarding the second part of the question, most candidates correctly indicated 

that this led to the Language Question and the setting up of the first two Maltese political parties – the 

Reform Party and the Anti-Reform Party. 

g) Though most Option A candidates identified Gerald Strickland as the one who sought to implement 

Julyan’s proposals, only a few Option B candidates produced a correct answer. Moreover, only a few 

candidates indicated that at one time in the period indicated, he was Head of Ministry or Prime 

Minister.  

Question 3: Sources on Malta’s Independence ans foreign policy. 

a) Most Option A candidates correctly identified Archbishop Michael Gonzi as the bishop referred to 

in the source, but only a few of Option B candidates gave the correct answer.  

b) The majority of candidates were aware that the Archbishop was afraid of Independence since he 

believed that such constitutional change would usher in disaster. 

c) A good number of Option A candidates answered this question correctly, but most of Option B 

candidates were unaware of the 1962 electoral polls. 

d) Responses failed to indicate that as a result of Independence, Malta became an independent state, 

with the Queen as head of state, within the British Commonwealth, and with a defence and financial 

agreement with the British government.  
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e) The majority of candidates did not mention that at the time Dom Mintoff was the Leader of the 

Opposition. 

f) Very few candidates were aware of Mintoff’s commitment to revise the Financial and Defence 

Agreement of 1964. There was no mention of the events, and personalities involved, following the 

1971 election, which led to a new agreement that provided for a new Financial Agreement and the 

eventual closure of the British Base in Malta in 1979. 

g)  A number of Option A candidates made reference to Mintoff’s foreign policy between 1971 and 

1984 but there was no reference to Mintoff’s attempts to foster closer economic ties with the EEC 

through Financial Protocols and commercial joint-ventures with countries from the Arab World, 

Eastern Europe and Communist China. Only a few Option B candidates attempted this question. 

Section B: European and International History 

Question 4: Sources on the Enlightenment and Despotism.  

a) Nearly all candidates correctly indicated the 18th century. Some responses confused the 

Enlightenment with the Renaissance of the 15th century. 

b) Most candidates gave a correct answer, however a number of candidates replied incorrectly to the 

second part of the question.   

c) The majority of candidates correctly indicated the secondary source but failed to state why. 

d) Few candidates gave a correct answer, while others failed to understand the question. Most correct 

answers made reference to an increase in knowledge, in education, and public opinion. 

e) Most candidates gave a correct answer, often stating that the ‘thinkers’ were philosophers who 

spread the Enlightenment, particularly mentioning Voltaire and Rousseau as examples. 

f) Most candidates did not provide a clear understanding of the analogy given by the author of the 

source. With reference to Joseph II, most candidates stated that he was different from other monarchs 

of his time because he was less autocratic and despotic than the other despots. 

g) Nearly all candidates managed to give at least two correct examples of reforms introduced by the 

enlightened despots. Common examples included greater tolerance, reduction in press censorship, 

reforms in taxation, education, agriculture and the administration of justice. 

Question 5: Sources about the Risorgimento and the Unification of Italy. 

a) The most common response was that Italy remained a divided country dominated by foreign rulers.. 

b) Many answers were satisfactory. Most responses mentioned the existence of independent 

principalities and Austrian domination as the two main obstacles for unification. 

c) The majority of the candidates successfully distinguished between the Carbonari and the Young Italy. 

d) Few candidates gave a clear explanation. Several responses simply indicated that unlike Germany, 

the Italian Risorgimento lacked a common course of action. 
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e) Generally, candidates identified only one geographical problem. Some candidates pointed to the 

existence of the Papal States, the independent principalities and Austrian domination in the north as 

obstacles to Italian unification prior to 1861. 

f) Generally, candidates only provided one correct answer.   

Question 6:  Sources about Gorbachev’s reforms and the breakup of the USSR 

a) Most answers were brief and partially correct. The most common answer was that Gorbachev was 

a weak leader but he was determined to introduce political and economic reforms in the USSR. 

b) Few candidates mentioned glasnost and perestroika. 

c) Though most candidates named the lawfully elected President mentioned in the Source, and 

indicated who was responsible for the Soviet coup of 18 August 1991, only a few responses identified 

the two reasons to explain why this coup failed to achieve its aims. 

d) Most answers were incorrect. Some responses mentioned states that were from behind the Iron 

Curtain like Poland and Hungary. 

e) Many candidates answered this question correctly. 

 

D. COMMENTS ON PAPER IIA 

 Section A: Maltese History 

Question 1  

The candidates who answered this question faired generally well. Some examples of fortunate events 

mentioned, were the early loss of Dragut and the Turkish fear that a great force had arrived to assist the 

Order defeat the Turkish invaders. Some responses simply described the events without indicating whether 

they were the result of good planning or just the result of fortune. 

Question 2  

This question was very well answered. The principal causes, events and immediate results of the Plot of the 

Slaves of 1749 were generally well outlined particularly, the part played by Giuseppe Cohen who reported 

what he had overheard in his shop.  

Question 3  

Candidates described the taking over of Malta by the French and mentioned a number of reforms introduced 

by Napoleon. Reference was made to the setting up of an administrative government, restrictions on 

convents, educational reforms and attempts to take over church property. Though candidates generally 

referred to the fact that the Maltese were not happy with many of the reforms, they did not discuss their 

effects in an analytical way. 

Question 4 

This was the most popular question. Answers showed fair knowledge of the events related to the Language 

Question and the the setting up of the first two political parties. Most responses indicated who favoured the 

English or Italian language and how the Second World War ended the dispute. 
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Question 5  

Only one candidate attempted this question.  

 

Question 6 
No candidates attempted this question. 

Section B: European and International History 

Question 7 

Most candidates answered this question fairly well. Several answers mentioned the state of the Catholic 

Church in the late middle ages and focused on Luther’s Protestant Revolt, Henry VIII’s break with Rome and 

Calvin’s reformed church in Geneva. When discussing the effects of the Reformation, most candidates 

mentioned hatred, massacres and religious wars in Germany and France and the efforts of the Church 

through the Jesuit Order, the Inquisition and the Council of Trent to stem the tide of Catholics converting to 

Protestantism in Europe. 

Question 8 

Few candidates attempted this question. Responses focused on Napoleon’s rise to power rather than his 

reforms and whether these reforms left a mark on the French Revolution. Most responses indicated that 

candidates are more knowledgeable about Napoleon’s foreign policy rather than his domestic policies.  

Question 9 

Candidates were expected to mention the main transformation Europe experienced following the Industrial 

Revolution. Most candidates raised the following points in their discussion: changes brought about by the 

Agrarian Revolution, the migration of peasants to towns in search of employment, the sharp rise in 

population in industrial towns, the inventions that contributed to further industrialisation, the poor working 

and sanitary conditions of the working class, and the practice of child labour. Some of the positive effects 

mentioned were the gradual improvement in the standard of living of the masses, the advent of workers’ 

movements in the form of trade unions, and the transport revolution, which had a tremendous effect on the 

daily life of the people. 

Question 10 

Most candidates focused on the clauses of the Treaty of Versailles, which were aimed at diminishing 

Germany’s economic and military strength and preventing its recovery after the First World War. Candidates 

discussed how Hitler took advantage of the problems of post-war Weimar Germany to project the Nazi Party 

as the only political force. Most candidates then focused their discussion on how Hitler sought to defy one 

by one the clauses of the Treaty when he reoccupied the Rhineland, unified Austria with Germany, claimed 

back the Sudetenland and the Polish Corridor and restored Germany’s military strength.    

Question 11 

Only one candidate attempted this question.  

Question 12 

This question addressed the development of terrorist organisations in the 20th century. The focus of the 

discussion centred on the IRA, ETA and Al-Qaeda, their origins, aims and modus operandi. 
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E. COMMENTS ON PAPER IIB 

 Section A: Maltese History 

Question 1  

Fourteen candidates attempted to answer this question about the Great Siege.  

a) A number of candidates did not remember that the Great Siege occurred in 1565. 

b) Some candidates mentioned events, which show that the Knights of St. John won the siege due to 

good planning.  

c) Most responses were correct but answers were brief and weak in their explanation. 

d) Most candidates indicated the early death of Dragut and the lack of agreement between the Turkish 

leaders as fortunate events for the Order. 

e) Explanation as to why such events were important for the Order was often brief or omitted. 

Question 2  

Some candidates could retell the story of the Plot of the Slaves fairly well. 

 

a) A few candidates managed to give an acceptable explanation of slavery under the Knights of St. 

John.  

b) Some candidates did not mention that the slaves who revolted in 1749 hoped to overthrow the 

Order by killing the Grand Master.  

c) Candidates explained how the plot was discovered and Cohen was mentioned. 

d)  Some of the answers indicated that the ringleaders were beheaded.  

e) Nearly none of the responses correctly indicated what happened to Mustapha Pasha after the revolt. 

 Question 3  

Candidates were asked to write about reforms imposed by the French led by Bonaparte when they took over 

the Maltese Islands.  

 

a) Candidates gave the wrong date of when the French took over the Maltese Islands. 

b)  and c) Candidates mixed up the positive and negative reforms. No explanation was given as to how 

such reforms affected the Maltese. 

Question 4  

The question about the Language Question was the most popular and the best answered question. 

 

a) Not all candidates could name the Royal Commission which proposed changes in the use of the 

official language in 1878. 
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b) Though a good number of candidates correctly indicated the Reform Party and the Anti-Reform 

Party, some responses mixed them up with later modern political parties. 

c) Most candidates correctly indicated that the educated class favoured the Italian language. 

d) Several candidates explained quite well, why the Colonial Government and other social classes 

favoured the English language. 

Question 5 

 Very few candidates attempted the question about advances in Public Health (hospitals, water supply, and 

drainage system) in Malta during the 19th century. 

a) Some of the candidates did not mention that during the 19th century, Malta was under British 

colonial rule and therefore a British Governor headed the administration.  

b) Some candidates listed hospitals built by the Knights of St. John, other responses listed Bighi Naval 

Hospital and Mtarfa Hospital and their use. A few answers mixed up 20th century advances with  19th 

century advances. 

c) When writing about advancements made in the water supply, candidates were often generic. A small 

number of candidates mentioned the Fawwara Acqueduct, the building of reservoirs and the placing 

of water taps in village squares. Candidates erroneously mentioned projects developed under the 

Knights of St. John, particularly the Wignacourt Acqueducts. 

d) Answers were vague when discussing the advancements made in the drainage system during the 

19th century. No satisfactory explanation was given to explain why it took some time for certain 

developments in this area to take place. 

Question 6 

 No candidates attempted this question.     

Section B: European and International History 

Question 7  

Candidates were expected to write about the Protestant Reformation in Europe. 

a) Candidates referred to the abuses within the Catholic Church in the Middle Ages and the main events 

which led to Luther’s Protestant Revolt in Germany. 

b) Most candidates produced a brief review of the actions leading to religious reforms by Martin 

Luther, Henry VIII and Calvin.   

c) Some candidates referred to decisions taken by the Council of Trent, the attempts of the Roman 

Inquisition to stamp out Protestant influence in Catholic countries and the attempts by the Jesuits to 

re-convert Protestants back to the Catholic faith. 
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Question 8  

This question dealt with Napoleon’s career as a military leader and his domestic policies. 

 

a) Some candidates made reference to Napoleon’s early military career as a General in Italy and Egypt, 

culminating in the coup d’état which made him the virtual dictator of France.  

b) Regarding Napoleon’s domestic policies, candidates listed the Napoleonic Code, the Concordat with 

the Pope and reforms in the educational system. 

c) Most candidates gave vague or incorrect answers. 

d) Most responses mentioned the Continental Blockade against Britain, the Russian campaign and 

Napoleon’s final defeat at the Battle of Waterloo as the main reasons for his downfall. 

Question 9 

 This question dealt with the effects of the Industrial Revolution in Europe in the 18th and the 19th century. 

a) Most candidates mentioned the following points: the migration of peasants from the countryside to 

the industrial towns, the invention of machinery such as the steam engine, and the poor living and 

working conditions of the working classes in the factory mills. 

b) A number of candidates did not answer this part of the question. The answers provided mentioned 

the migration of people from the countryside to the industrial centres in search of employment in the 

factory mills.  

c) Most responses mentioned: noise and air pollution from the burning of fossil fuel, the extension of 

the railways to various towns made transportation easier and faster, cities became over-populated 

and had to face problems of sanitation, outbreak of epidemics and crime. 

d) Most candidates mentioned poor sanitation, substandard dwellings in slums, widespread 

delinquency and crime.  

Question 10 

This question focused on the outcome of Nazi Germany’s reaction to the Treaty of Versailles.  

a) Most responses mentioned the military strength of Germany was curbed, payment of reparations 

to the allies, loss of land to France and Poland and acceptance of guilt clause for having started the 

First World War. 

b) Candidates listed the annulment of the Treaty of Versailles, rearmament of Germany to restore it as 

one of the Great Powers of Europe, and the reclamation of land lost by Germany in 1918. 

c) Candidates mentioned the occupation of the demilitarised Rhineland, the unification of Austria with 

Germany, the Berlin-Rome axis and Non-Aggression Pact with the USSR, the Munich Agreement by 

which Germany acquired the Sudetenland, and Germany’s claim to the Polish Corridor. 

d) Candidates mentioned the failure of the policy of Appeasement during the Sudetenland Crisis and 

the invasion of Poland by Germany, which forced the Allied Powers of Britain and France to declare 

war to try to stop Hitler’s expansionist foreign policy. 



Examiners’ Report (2020): SEC History 

Page 11 of 11 
 

Question 11 

 This question focused on the Cold War. 

a) Most candidates mentioned the Second World War, the opposite ideologies of the USA and the 

USSR, disagreements on the future of post-war Europe, fear of the USSR when the USA exploded its 

first atomic bomb, and Stalin’s decision to establish a line of buffer states in Eastern Europe. 

b) Candidates mentioned the Berlin Blockade by the USSR, the establishment of West and East 

Germany as two separate republics, and the setting up of the NATO alliance and the Soviet response 

by setting up the Warsaw Pact alliance. 

c) Candidates pointed out that the ‘Iron Curtain’ referred to the Communist states of Eastern Europe 

that were under the control of the USSR. 

d) Candidates mentioned the Berlin Blockade and the Marshall Aid programme but failed to mention 

the Korean War or the setting up of NATO as a defensive alliance against the threat of the spread of 

Communism. 

Question 12  

This question dealt with rise of terrorist organisations during the 20th and 21st century. 

 

a) Attempts at elaborating the term ‘terrorism’ were often brief and vague. 

b) Candidates attributed the rise of terrorist organisations to extreme poverty and injustice among the 

people, and foreign rule. 

c) Most candidates wrote about Al-Qaeda, ETA or the IRA, but answers were very brief and reflected 

limited knowledge about these organisations.  

d) Candidates mentioned the constant fear of an imminent terrorist attack, the bombing of important 

buildings, and the killing of innocent people. 

e) Most candidates only referred to the attack on New York’s Twin Towers on 9/11. 

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2020 


