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IM Religious Knowledge 
May 2009 Session 

Examiners’ Report 
 
 
Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
A total of 410 students registered for the May examination session. It should be noted that the number of 

candidates registering for this exam has been in steady decline in the past five years with a decrease of 23% 

since 2004. 

 
Table 1: Distribution of Candidates’ Grades 
GRADE A B C D E F Abs Total 
Number 10 48 109 116 61 56 10 410 
% of Total 2.44 11.71 26.59 28.29 14.88 13.66 2.44 100 

 
 
Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance 
 

A considerable number of candidates answered the questions very briefly, with no evidence of in-depth 

knowledge of the subject matter, although they at times show some superficial familiarity with the subject 

concerned.  This may be due to lack of serious study of the texts or a general immaturity in expressing 

ideas.  The way a substantial number of candidates answered questions clearly shows that they rely solely 

on what they read in magazines or what they may have grasped from the media, and of course on what they 

have learned in their catechism classes earlier on in their childhood.   This explains the very superficial 

answers they give to the questions posed in the examination paper.  Moreover, very frequently, it is evident 

that questions are not read attentively and consequently they are not understood.  

 

REMARKS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 

Candidates had to answer question 1 and another three questions. An analysis of the frequencies of 

responses to the questions and the mean score obtained for each question is revealing.  

 

 N 
 
 

% of total 
candidates 

Maximum 
possible 
mark 

Lowest 
mark 
obtained 

Highest 
mark 
obtained 

Mean 
 
 

Std. 
Deviation 
 

Q1 399 100 31 2 31 17.82 4.890 

Q2 152 38.1 23 4 22 11.41 3.902 

Q3 194 48.6 23 1 21 14.56 3.384 

Q4 165 41.4 23 0 17 8.37 3.216 

Q5 321 80.5 23 0 17 11.73 2.593 

Q6 367 92 23 0 21 13.59 3.057 
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The main aim of Question 1 is to verify whether candidates have read the textbook and are acquainted with 

the basic notions of the subject. Some 70% of the candidates answered correctly to at least half of the items 

in this question. However a considerable amount of the results showed a fair to average grasp of the 

knowledge under examination. A considerable number of students were not able to answer simple 

questions that required only knowledge of facts, showing lack of preparation for the examination. 

 

Question 2, which dealt with the controversy of circumcision and the roles within the early Church 

attracted 38% of the candidates. 50% of the respondents were able to answer fairly satisfactorily and 

obtained a pass mark. However the majority failed to answer that part of the question that expected students 

to go deeper than simply narrating the incidents as related in the Acts of the Apostles. Considerable marks 

were lost in their responses to the last section of the question. Teachers should advise students to pay more 

attention to text analysis and background information that is necessary to understand the text. 

 

Almost half of the candidates chose to answer question 3 which dealt mainly with the relationship between 

faith and reason. On the whole, respondents faired well in this question, with most of the candidates 

obtaining at least two thirds of the marks. Indeed, only 9% of the respondents were not able to obtain a pass 

mark.  Marks were mostly lost due to candidates’ inability to give comprehensive answers to the questions. 

While many were able to show a fair ability to reproduce the teachings of the Church, they were not able to 

demonstrate that they understood the issues and their implications.  

 

41% of the candidates chose to answer question 4 which dealt mainly with the Christian belief in the 

virginity of Mary. Only 23% of the respondents were able to obtain a pass mark with none of the 

candidates being able to obtain more than 17 marks out of the 23 allotted.  When tackling part (c) of the 

question, that required candidates to discuss the importance of Mary’s virginity in Christianity, the majority 

of candidates picked on the word ‘virginity’ and went out of point tackling issues such as abortion, 

contraceptives, adultery and sex before marriage; issues that are irrelevant to the question. In answering 

wrongly this part of the question, candidates lost almost 50% of the marks allotted to question 4. Teachers 

should strive to help students to acquire the skills related to answering essay type questions, giving 

particular importance to planning their answer so as to avoid going off at a tangent thereby giving out of 

point answers. 

 

Question 5 dealt with the issue of sexuality and marriage. 80% of the candidates answered this question. 

The responses varied considerably. A third of those who answered this question were not able to obtain a 

pass mark. Most of the candidates demonstrated a poor to average understanding of the subject matter. 

None of the candidates obtained more than 17 marks out of the 23 allotted. A considerable number of 



IM EXAMINERS’ REPORT MAY 2009 
 

 4 

candidates probably only read the opening quote of the question and just wrote everything they knew about 

the subject without bothering to read the whole question.  

 

In Question 6 candidates were asked to discuss the validity of the sacrament of reconciliation. 92% of the 

candidates chose to respond to this question. Some 80% of the respondents were able to obtain a pass with 

50% scoring between 12 and 15 out of the 23 allotted. The answers were fairly good for the first section 

and for the subsection dealing with penance. A considerable number of candidates demonstrated poor 

knowledge of purgatory and its connection with the purification of the soul. The low marks obtained by 

some students may also be attributed to the fact that they did not bother to read the question well or left 

some parts of it unanswered. 

 
Chairperson 
Board of Examiners 
July 2009 
 


