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STATISTICS 
 
Table 1: Candidates’ grades in SEC Religious Knowledge May 2010 
 

Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Absent TOTAL 
No. of 

candidates:- 
     - -    

Option A 117 407 626 467 287 - - 368 34 2306 
Option B - - - 139 426 390 420 462 173 2010 

 
PAPER I 
 
GENERAL REMARKS  
 
The questions were formulated to test the candidates’ familiarity with the Bible, and Christian 
Doctrine and the Liturgy.  The Paper contained factual, short and rather direct questions on basic 
elements.   
 
With reference to the three “comprehension” passages some candidates did not even need to read the 
text because the questions asked could be very well answered without reference to the text.  
Knowing too well that many candidates leave the hall early, it is suggested that the questions on 
these passages would require the candidates to read the text, show his/her understanding of the text 
and show his/her ability to think about what inferences may be drawn out of the text. This is 
certainly more time consuming for candidates, but it is clear that time is not a problem in this exam. 
 
Many candidates did not read the questions well enough. In question 13a, many candidates gave 
only two sacraments just because they were asked about 2 sacraments in 13b. From the rest of the 
paper we could see that the candidates knew the sacraments but did not present that knowledge when 
asked in question 13. It is obvious that most candidates write the answer without much thinking. 
Many candidates failed to understand questions 2, 5, and 23a giving very poor answers. 
 
 
PARTICULAR REMARKS  
 
1. Some confusion about other religions still abounds, as when mixing up the tenets of Buddhism 

with those of Islam, calling the Quran the Torah (or the ‘Korean’). 
2. For a number of students, ‘supernatural faith’ was the same as ‘superstition’. So many negative 

things were said about it: belief in unimportant things, depending on fortunetellers or the 
horoscope, or being fanatic; for others it was believing against one’s conviction, with no 
factual basis, or believing in fiction. 

3. The third question asked what made St Augustine find a meaning for his life in the Christian 
faith. A number of candidates knew absolutely nothing about Saint Augustine, mixing him up 
with all kinds of saints: providing for poor children, converting when wounded in battle, 
donating his cloak to a poor man, dying instead of another, and even ‘going to the mountain 
and staying there’, living in the desert, ‘a priest surrounded by beasts’, and finally dying as a 
martyr. 



5. For those who had never heard of the ‘golden calf’, this was a special meal requested by God 
of the Hebrews in the desert. 

6. While there were many well-informed answers, for others God’s wonders in the desert seem to 
have been invented during the exam itself, or mixed up with others from the New Testament: 
like giving the Hebrews ‘a map and a compass’, guiding them with a star, turning stones into 
bread, raining ‘loaves upon them’, feeding them ‘the cotton’, or feeding them all from three 
fishes and two loaves of bread, and ‘teaching them the Our Father’. 

7. There was no difficulty in recognising the snake in Genesis 3. But when coming to interpret 
the Lord’s words addressed to him, too many missed the promise of redemption, so central to 
the whole episode. As to why Adam should have turned down Eve’s offer, to one it was 
because ‘the tree was poisonous’.  

8. One cannot expect a word for word narration of the Gospel episodes. But certain candidates 
fully exposed their profound lack of knowledge of the life of Christ. Christ’s love for sinners 
was shown by Jesus throwing out the devils from ‘the angry man with stones in hand to throw 
at Christ’ but which he sent into the herd of pigs. At the marriage feast in Cana of Galilee, 
Jesus was said to have ‘turned his blood into wine.’ 

10. The Promised Land for the Jews was to be today’s Palestine (mixed up in one instance with 
Pakistan – some candidates never reread what they have written). 

12. Most candidates found no difficulty in distinguishing between the Immaculate Conception and 
the Assumption of Our Lady into heaven. One exception was describing Mary as the lady 
‘with a crown in her hands’.  In another case, the Immaculate Conception ‘rose up to heaven’ 
and the Assumption ‘descended from heaven’. 

13. To name the sacraments is a very elementary question. But it was not easy for all candidates, 
mixing up ‘sacraments’ with ‘commandments’, etc. 

15. This was a question about the Easter meal. But for some it was when ‘Jesus came up, riding a 
donkey, with palm in hand’. In the original special meal requested by God through Moses, 
‘they had to break all the lamb’s bones’, or to ‘take a white sheep and hang it to the door.’ This 
kind of hazy perception of salvation history is, to say the least, very regrettable. Other 
examples: changing Christ’s body into bread and water into wine, or changing the blood of the 
lamb into his own blood. 

17. Beside the many good answers giving the significance of Baptism when entering the font from 
one side and coming out of the other, for some, being an adult, it is not enough to ‘just wet the 
head’. 

18. A number of candidates seem to know nothing about the temple so central to the Hebrew faith, 
as a centre of worship. They mixed up the temple with the Islamic mosque, even ‘where Jews 
adored the prophet Mohammed, read the scriptures and worshipped God’. 

20. This ‘comprehension’ exercise, which was not an easy one, was aimed to examine the ability 
of candidates to read the intentions of the Pope from  the given excerpt, as an exercise in 
ecumenical dialogue with other faiths – in this case with the Jewish faith. The Pope mentioned 
‘common roots’, which for some simply were being ‘both descendents of Adam and Eve’, 
which was not what the Pope meant. The ‘four things the Pope desired between Christians and 
Jews’ were all part of the given selection, but not all were able to find them out. One said, he is 
calling for ‘more communism’. 

21. This question asked for a simple narration of the parable of the Rich Fool in Luke 12. Again, 
some candidates had no idea about it, and had to invent their own. 



24. Here candidates were expected to show the teaching of the Church about euthanasia. Too 
many strange or unexpected answers indicate a real lack of knowledge about a subject which is 
delicate but of great consequence. 

31. While belief in the afterlife is so integral to our faith – an article in the Creed – so many still 
mix it up with ‘reincarnation’ (‘a life after death in a new body, reconciliation’). 

33. A simple question about being called ‘salt of the earth’ and ‘light of the earth’. But to some it 
was not so simple: ‘to take good care of the earth’, ‘as salt is found in the earth’. 

34. The last question in Paper I was about the effects of Pentecost upon the Church today. While 
expressing the help of the Holy Spirit in understanding the teaching of the Church, the blessing 
of ‘holy water’ is deemed equally important. Describing the first Pentecost as ‘Jesus appearing 
over the heads of the disciples in the form of tongues’ again leaves much to be desired in the 
preparation of candidates for this exam. 

 
PAPER II  
 
GENERAL REMARKS  
 
One general comment one must make is that the lack of commitment in Option B candidates was 
evident in the poor scripts markers went through.  On the other hand, so as to counter balance this, 
markers were pleased to read most of the essays presented by Option A candidates.  Most of these 
essays were detailed and mentioned all the expected points.  Some of these essays were adorned with 
biblical quotes and references to Church documents. Markers noticed that quite a few candidates are 
not aware that this is an exam in Religious Knowledge. The syllabus clearly shows that the 
candidates are required to show their knowledge of the Catholic faith and teaching. Teachers are 
encouraged to discuss the subject with their students. However, in the exam, the candidates must 
show that they have understood the teaching of the Church. The exam paper is not a forum where the 
candidate may air his views against the Catholic Faith. 
 
Paper 1A 
 
1   Most candidates opted for this question. It was evident that some students do cover this part of 
the syllabus in detail. Many answers were very interesting. The candidates who failed to score high 
marks in this question made some of the following errors: 

i. They insisted that the bible was written by the evangelists. 
ii. The bible is the story of Jesus. 
iii.  They had a very vague idea of Inspiration. 

Most candidates gave correct answers with regards the intentions of the authors and their literary 
styles. However in section (c) most candidates left out the promise of salvation in Genesis. This is an 
essential part of the Biblical message in the narrative of creation. Candidates should learn how to 
express themselves. “God became wild with anger when he got to know that Adam and Eve ate the 
apple” does not sound acceptable. 
 
2.  Most candidates referred to the miracle at Cana, the healing of the man born blind and to the 10 
lepers. Very few candidates could describe these miracles in detail and quite a few gave quite a 
number of details which were the fruit of a very fertile imagination. 



Regarding His sufferings most candidates referred to the passion narrative. There were a few who 
referred also to the temptations, both after His baptism and also in the garden of olives. 
With regards the value of suffering, most candidates limited themselves to such expressions as “biex 
tgawdi trid tbati.” 
 
3 Most candidates limited their answer to reconciliation with Jesus. In (b) repentance was not given 
due importance and it was totally ignored by many candidates. 
Many answers to section (c) were satisfactory. 
 
4 This proved to be a tricky question. Many candidates spoke of self esteem and dignity from a 
totally secular perspective. No reference to divine sonship, God’s image, life of spiritual grace, 
eternal destiny etc. In (b) candidates gave the answer they were expected to give in (a). They failed 
to note that the examiner was after the giving back of the dignity. Failing to mention repentance and 
forgiveness was the main cause of loss of marks in this section. 
In (c), many candidates limited themselves to Mary’s acceptance of God’s call in the Annunciation, 
and hardly elaborated on that. 
 
5. Most candidates spoke only of “eros, filia and agape”. Very few spoke of different life 
commitments of love. 
Those who mentioned indissolubility, fidelity and unity explained them very well. A few failed even 
to mention them. 

i. Very few spoke of holiness as a call in family life, 
ii. Very few spoke of commitment in voluntary service 
iii.  Many spoke of holiness as an easy way to heaven, living a normal life, asking God’s 

forgiveness after sinning without any commitment of kind. 
Religious life hardly featured in the essays. 
 
PAPER 2 B 
 
General comment   
 
There were very few candidates who wrote essays. Most candidates answered in a sentence or two. 
 
1 Most candidates could write two or three sentences on Inspiration. In the narrative of the first sin 
in Genesis, most candidates left out completely the promise of the redeemer. Some narratives were 
very original and imaginative. Question (c) proved to be difficult. The candidates knew about the 
divisions created by sin but could not spot the part of the narrative where the sacred author brings 
out the concept. 
 
2 Most candidates opted for the weeping on Lazarus tomb. This was well answered. The same 
episode was used as an example of His divinity. Answers were given in just a sentence or two. 
Section (c) was answered in a very vague way. 

 
3 The candidates knew the parable. Some swapped the elder with the younger son. Many versions 
were the result of imagination rather than the reading of the gospel.  Very few could relate 
themselves to the younger son in I and to the elder son in ii. In I very childish answers were given. In 



(b) candidates reproduced the 5 requirements for confession as learnt for their first holy communion. 
In (c), most candidates referred to secret of confession. The expected answer hardly ever featured in 
the candidates’ answers. 

 
4 This proved to be a tricky question. Few candidates could relate the new life given in Baptism to 
the life of grace, as children of God and members of the mystical body (the Church). With regards to 
(b) the process initiated in Baptism, most candidates took it to mean the seven sacraments 
throughout the life time, ending with the sacrament of the sick on one’s death bed. 

 
5 In (a) candidates referred to agape, eros and filia instead of unity, indissolubility and fidelity. 
Question (b) was well answered. Infidelity featured most prominently. In (c) many said that it is 
important to forgive, sacrifice oneself and be compassionate. Few gave reasons or examples and no 
one discussed these values as means of healing, growth and proof of love in family life.  
 
 
 
 
Chairperson 
Examiners’ Panel 


