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Part 1: Statistical Information

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the May 2016 session of the examination.

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL

NUMBER 7 14 21 14 11 23 4 94

% OF
TOTAL 7.4 14.9 22.3 14.9 11.7 24.5 4.3 100

General comments

A total of 94 candidates sat for the Geography Intermediate exam in May 2016. As in previous years,
candidates got higher marks for questions in Section 3 (The Man-Environment Relationship) whilst
the lowest mean mark is for Section 1 (Physical Geographical Processes).

Part 2: Comments regarding candidates’ performance

Section 1: Physical Geographical Processes

Question number 1 2 3

Average mark 7.03 7 10.25

Number of candidates who
answered the question 57 19 17

Question 1

(a) Most candidates showed a poor understanding of the moderating influence of the sea on
temperatures. Most answers were limited to describing the effect of sea and land breezes. Very few
candidates explained the effect of the different specific heat capacity of the sea and land and its effect
on temperatures.
(b) Candidates had to describe the weather conditions and causes of any two of heatwaves, drought
and gale storms. The causes of these weather conditions were very poorly described. Instead many
candidates described the effects of these weather conditions on people and farming. Most candidates
associated drought conditions with high temperatures which is not necessarily the case. In fact, hardly
any student mentioned or applied this concept to the drought experienced during this winter.

Question 2

(a) Most candidates limited their answers to describing the formation of horsts and grabens. Others
described faulting along plate boundaries. Very few candidates related the formation of the Magħlaq
Fault to tectonic activity along the collision zone between the African and Eurasian plates.
(b) Very few candidates described the tilting of the Maltese Islands as a result of the Magħlaq Fault.
As a result few candidates associated the formation of cliff faces along the western coast with the
Magħlaq Fault and the formation of low-lying coasts along the eastern coastline of Malta.
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Question 3

(a) Most candidates gave a correct example of a saline marshland in the Maltese Islands.
(b) Most answers to this part of the question lacked the necessary detail and tended to concentrate
solely on the presence of salt-tolerant plants.
(c) Most answers lacked accuracy and a clear explanation of the process leading to the formation of
saline marshlands.

Section 2: Human Geographical Processes

Question number 4 5 6

Average mark 12.8 9.2 11.0

Number of candidates who
answered the question 82 53 20

Question 4

(a) Answers were clear and overall correct, mostly referring to the young, working age and elderly
sectors. Some candidates failed to attribute these categories to the economically active and
dependency age groups. Some answers confused the percentages in the table as being the birth rate
and death rate of each sector.
(b) Candidates listed the differences but some lacked a description of each difference referring only to
higher or lower percentages in the age groups.
(c) Answers to this part of this question were generally correct.
(d) Candidates’ responses referred to an increase or decrease in 65+ age group with some answers
referring to an aging population. Low birth rates were attributed to the use of contraceptives and
women returning to work.
(e) Aging population and problems with security of pensions were the most common responses to
problems related to low birth rates.

Question 5

(a) Candidates had to provide reasons for the increase in global tourism.  Some responses were
limited to a description of the natural and/or human environment of countries which are popular with
tourists.
(b) Responses lacked the perspective of a less developed country, but gave a clear description of the
advantages and disadvantages of the tourism industry in developed countries.
(c) The countries listed as having had an increase in tourism varied from islands such as Maldives to
countries such as Kenya, but also included others which are currently undergoing political turmoil and
have seen a reduction in their tourism revenue in the last couple of years.
(d) Social and economic disadvantages listed mainly pollution and waste as the main problem and
lacked a direct reference to problems associated with less developed countries.

Question 6

(a) Most responses were correct and listed a major European town or city, a few candidates named a
country instead.
(b) In most answers, the distinction between site and situation was very limited, with most responses
confusing the two terms and not giving a correct description of each in relation to the city chosen in
question (a). Otherwise, responses completely lacked to refer to one or both terms and described the
functions of the city in question (b), repeating the same response in question (c).
(c) Functions listed were overall correct.
(d) Good descriptions were given to problems associated with urban areas, with pollution and traffic
being the most common answers.
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Section 3: The Man-Environment Relationship

Question number 7 8 9

Average mark 10.6 14.1 13.9

Number of candidates who
answered the question 56 17 35

Question 7

(a) A significant number of answers included an explanation of how as the world population grows
there is an increasing demand for food and a greater demand for housing.
(b) Most candidates described the effect of urban sprawl on habitat destruction.  Issues such as
deforestation were discussed. The destruction of forest habitats and other areas of ecological
sensitivity in order to create more space for mining, road building, etc were not mentioned.
(c) Most responses described how water pollution and an increasing world population will lead to an
increasing demand in potable water. Issues regarding the increasing difficulty to access fresh/potable
water resources was hardly mentioned.
(d) Most answers described how an increase in vehicles, industries and in power generation will lead
to an increase in air pollution.  Some candidates mentioned an increase in smog.

Question 8

(a) Most responses were correct.
(b) Many candidates gave a good explanation of the adaptations which make the
maquis/garigue/steppe vegetation well adapted to survive a semi-arid climate.
(c) Most candidates showed that they have a good grasp of how sheep and goat grazing negatively
impact vegetation communities.

Question 9

(a) Most candidates answered correctly this part of the question but some of the answers lacked the
expected level of detail.
(b) Most answers to this part of the question were correct.

Section 4: Fieldwork and Mapwork Skills

Question number 10 11 12

Average mark 8.7 10.7 11.3

Number of candidates who
answered the question 12 59 25

Question 10

(a) Most candidates did not explain why data gathering, data analysis and data presentation are an
essential component of any geographic field investigation.
(b) Some candidates wrote a short answer without considering the 11 marks assigned to this part.
Most candidates identified a suitable area in the Maltese archipelago containing exposed clay slopes.
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Question 11

(a) The null hypothesis given was clear and correct in most cases.
(b) When given, the data in the table was correct must in a number of responses the table was not
always copied and completed, therefore figures given were completely out of context.
(c) Working the Spearman Rank correlation coefficient, when shown, was mostly clear.  A few
calculations were erratic and lacked cohesion.
(d) The interpretation of results given was vague and few responses showed a clear understanding of
the results. It is evident that though most of the candidates know how to work out this statistical tool,
interpretation of the results is still lacking.
(e) The limits attributed were mainly given for this specific exercise and not for the spearman
correlation test.

Question 12

(a) Most responses mentioned the fact that the different shading shows different wind speeds but
lacked the detail expected from a question that carries 12 marks. Most candidates were unsure of
what the percentages on the wind rose represent.
(b) Most answers to this question were not correct.
(c) Most of the limitations referred to the lack of accurate reading of wind speed due to the small
segments.
(d) Most candidates pointed out that smaller intervals lines could make reading of wind speed more
accurate.
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