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Statistical Information 
 

This was the first edition in which candidates were examined on the new Classical Studies 

Intermediate Level syllabus launched at the start of academic year 2016-2017. 

39 candidates sat for the examination, while 2 applicants were absent. For the session of May 

2017, a total number of 39 candidates had applied for the exam, but 3 applicants had absented 

themselves from the sitting. 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 5 7 3 5 9 10 2 41 

% OF TOTAL 12.2 17.1 7.3 12.2 22.0 24.4 4.9 100 

 

The examination paper consists of five sections: A, B, C, D, and E. Each section carries a 

maximum of 20 marks.  

Section A: History 

A choice of two essay questions is set for candidates to answer one in around 350 words.  In 

this examination session, the majority of the candidates (about 69%) preferred to write about 

Alexander the Great than about Hannibal. Candidates fared generally well. 

Section B: Language 

In this section, candidates are required to translate into English five sentences from Latin and 

five sentences from Greek. All the sentences are very easy, involving no syntactical problems 

and consisting of words selected from the vocabulary given in the syllabus. Generally speaking, 

candidates did well except for a number of candidates who scored very poorly in their Greek 

translation.  

Section C: Mythology  

Two questions are set of which candidates are required to answer one in an essay of about 350 

words. In this session, a question on the Trojan War attracted the same amount of interest as 

the one on the mythological influence in the cinema. However, answers to the latter were, in 

general, less satisfactory, the Troy question eliciting more depth in the candidates’ writing than 

the question related to film.  

Section D: Literature 

This question comprises a comprehension test set on one of the extracts from Classical 

Literature found in the syllabus. In this session, candidates were required to answer five 

questions on the excerpt from Homer’s Iliad.  Candidates’ performance in this Section was 

rather poor. 
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Section E: Art and Architecture  

This Section consists of a comprehension test based on the illustration of one of the classical 

set-pieces listed in the syllabus. This Session tested candidates on the famous Greek red-figure 

kylix bearing the depiction of Oedipus and the Sphinx. This Section returned the lowest score of 

all, with many candidates even failing to recognize the subject represented on the pot. The fact 

that one of the extracts in Section D is from Sophocles’ tragedy Oedipus the King should have 

made the appreciation of this work much easier.  

General Remarks 
Generally speaking, candidates’ performance was better than last year. This is testified by the 

fact that 5 candidates (12%) obtained an A, while 7 candidates (17%) obtained a B, which is a 

marked improvement from May 2017 when only 2 candidates obtained an A, and 3 candidates a 

B. However, the amount of 10 candidates (24%) failing the examination, although significantly 

less than last year’s edition (in which 17 candidates failed), is still high and should be a cause of 

worry. One aspect that candidates should be encouraged to improve is their handwriting, which 

in some cases is illegible.  

  

Chairperson 
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