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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Advanced Level Religious Knowledge was 51, which 

is 9 candidates less than in 2018. This confirms a trend of decreasing candidate registrations for this subject.  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the First 2019 session of the examination: 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

NUMBER 3 3 4 7 12 12 10 51 

% OF TOTAL 5.9 5.9 7.8 13.7 23.5 23.5 19.6 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for AM Religious Knowledge 2019 First Session 

B. GENERAL REMARKS 

General Remarks on the Written Examination 

The level achieved by the candidates — with almost a fourth failing and almost another fourth getting an E 

— was low. Moreover, almost another fifth of the candidates did not show up for the examinaion.  

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I AND PAPER II 

Paper I 

Note: Candidates had to respond to one question from each section and to a third question from either 

section. The Number of Candidates who responded to each question and the average marks obtained per 

question are shown below. All marks are out of 20 marks. 

 No. of candidates Average mark 

The Christian Bible   

Section A – Question 1 25 6.28 

Section A – Question 2 15 5.53 

Section A – Question 3 36 10.36 

The Creed   

Section B – Question 1 20 5.00 

Section B – Question 2 12 4.17 

Section B – Question 3 12 7.91 

Table 2: Average Marks obtained per question for paper I 

 

In both sections, answers many times failed to show an adequate grasp of the subject matter. Many 

responses did not contain the correct biblical references. Others failed to answer the questions on dogma 

with sufficient detail and accuracy. Most responses were out of point or very generic. Few candidates 

demonstrated a very good grasp of the syllabus. 
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SECTION A: THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE 

Question 1: What is the synoptic problem? 

Most of the candidates were not able to tackle the Synoptic Problem. They did not present the similarities 

and dissimilarities between the Synoptic Gospels, and therefore could give no reasons why and how the 

synoptic gospels are related to one another. Instead, many emphasized too much the Gospel of St. John, 

which was beside the point. Most of the candidates did not seem to have planned how to answer the 

question.   

 

Question 2: The Old Testament passed through four stages of development till it attained its final 

form. Explain each of these FOUR stages. 

Most of the candidates did not explain the four stages forming the Old Testament, while a couple of 

candidates focused only on the Pre-Biblical Form. Curiously, many referred to the New Testament, thus their 

essay being completely out of point. 

 

Question 3: Explain the following with reference to the first three chapters of Genesis: 

a. God as Creator; 

b. The human created in the image and likeness of God; 

c. The Fall; 

d. Sin; 

e. The Plan of Salvation. 

The vast majority of candidates did not mention that there are two narratives in the first three chapters of 

the book of Genesis: one focusing on God as the Creator and the other focusing on the Fall of Humankind. 

Most of the candidates answered in a very general way regarding the five phrases/themes presented in the 

question. 
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SECTION B: THE CREED 

Question 1: In the Creed we declare that the Church is Catholic. Explain why, and describe FOUR ways 

in which St Cyril used the term. 

 

Most candidates seemed to know why the Church is declared to be Catholic. However, they still failed to 

give a detailed explanation. In this question, quoting Mt 28: 19 was crucial. Unfortunately, only a few did so. 

This question clearly asked that one had to refer to St Cyril’s four descriptions of the Church as Catholic. 

(Geographical, Totality, Sociological and Soteriological). The vast majority of candidates failed to do so and, 

in fact, many did not even mention St Cyril at all. 

 

Question 2: By referring to the contribution of St Augustine, explain the Church’s doctrine of grace 

and justification. 

The majority of candidates went out of point or tried to answer in a very vague way. This was shown in 

several cases. Some candidates referred to grace and justification in a totally different way from how the 

Church presents them.  

In this question apart from describing St. Augustine’s contribution to the doctrine (just a couple of candidates 

succeeded in doing so), candidates also had to refer to the controversy that arose with Pelagius; more than 

80% of the candidates did not mention this. 

 

Question 3: Christian hope expresses itself in eschatology. What is eschatology? What questions did 

early Christians have about eschatology? 

The majority of candidates answered very briefly, making no reference to Christian hope, eschatology or 

questions of early Christians. A few candidates provided a good answer, which reflected their understanding 

of the subject matter. 

Candidates tend to explain death, the judgment, heaven and hell in a non-academic manner. Candidates 

should have made biblical references, yet the majority failed to do so.  
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Paper II 

 

Note: Candidates had to respond to one question from each section and a third question from either section. 

The Number of Candidates who responded to each question and the average marks obtained per question 

are shown below. All marks are out of 20 marks. 

 

 No. of candidates Average mark 

Liturgy   

Section A – Question 1 36 11.64 

Section A – Question 2 8 11.25 

Section A – Question 3 18 11.22 

Moral Theology   

Section B – Question 1 18 11.94 

Section B – Question 2 33 11.36 

Section B – Question 3 10 9.8 

Table 3: Average Marks obtained per question for Paper II 

 

Responses tended to be either vague or to go out of point. More candidates answered the third question 

from the Liturgy section. In the moral theology section, the answers tended to morph into moralisms rather 

than correct moral reasoning. While in the section on liturgy, there was little application of liturgical 

principles to everyday life. Candidates did not refer to magisterial teachings or scriptural sources sufficiently. 

 

SECTION A: LITURGY AND THE SACRAMENTS 

Question 1: Everyone who receives the sacrament of Confirmation receives the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

who guides them and gives them the strength to follow God's will. Explain what the sacrament of 

Confirmation is to a group of youth.  

This was the most popular question, but it tended to be answered vaguely. There was no real relation 

between the dogmatic aspect (knowledge about the sacrament) and explaining it pastorally (explaining it to 

a group of youth). The catechetical dimension was missing. 
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Question 2: Faith is never a private matter. Discuss the link between faith, worship and Christian 

action in today’s world.  

This question seemed to be deemed abstract. There was too much of a gap between the theoretical and 
praxis. It also tended to be answered too briefly. 

 

Question 3: Holy Orders, articulated in the three ranks of episcopate, presbyterate and diaconate; is 

the sacrament where the Lord Jesus Christ entrusts the Apostles, to feed his flock in the power of his 

Spirit and according to his heart. Explain the sacrament of Holy Orders.  

Once again, candidates tended to focus on the theoretical without relating adequately to the pastoral. The 
aspect of a lived faith was strongly missing.  

 
 
SECTION B: CHRISTIAN MORALITY 
 

Question 1: The Catechism of the Catholic Church was revised with regards to the death penalty. 

Paragraph 2267 now states that: “Recourse to the death penalty on the part of legitimate authority, 

following a fair trial, was long considered an appropriate response to the gravity of certain crimes 

and an acceptable, albeit extreme, means of safeguarding the common good. Today, however, there 

is an increasing awareness that the dignity of the person is not lost even after the commission of very 

serious crimes. In addition, a new understanding has emerged of the significance of penal sanctions 

imposed by the state. Lastly, more effective systems of detention have been developed, which ensure 

the due protection of citizens but, at the same time, do not definitively deprive the guilty of the 

possibility of redemption. Consequently, the Church teaches, in the light of the Gospel, that ‘the death 

penalty is inadmissible because it is an attack on the inviolability and dignity of the person’, and she 

works with determination for its abolition worldwide.” Discuss the teaching with reference to the 

culture of life.  

Candidates tended to resort to more moralisms than moral analysis and there was little reference to 
scriptural texts or church teachings.  

 

Question 2: Marriage is a sacrament not only for the bride and groom, but for the entire Catholic 

Church, because it proclaims that “love is possible.” Discuss the moral responsibilities that marriage 

as sacrament implies. 

While most candidates opted to answer this question in the Moral Theology section, some still tended to 
answer it from a liturgical point of view rather than from a moral point of view.  
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Question 3: Fraternal relations between people, and cooperation in building a more just society are 

not an idealistic dream, but the fruit of a concerted effort on the part of all, in service of the common 

good. Discuss by presenting real life experiences.  

Candidates did not seem to read the question properly or to understand what was required of them. The 
answers tended to be very brief, vague and out of point.  

 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
 

The examiners note that many responses failed to correctly present basic concepts and principles. These 

answers did not contain facts related to the topics being examined. Often there was a radical disconnect 

between the question and the answer provided, indicating that the requirements of the question were not 

necessarily accounted for when formulating the answer. 
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