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Statistics 
 

Table 1: MATSEC Intermediate Level History, May 2010 
   Distribution of Grades 

 
Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 

No. of candidates 2 12 19 9 6 12 6 66 
 
General Remarks 
 
The Board noted with satisfaction the excellent performance of a number of candidates in the A and B 
grades. Evidence of solid factual knowledge and good training in essay writing skills and textual analysis 
were positively noted in these categories. In grades C and D, familiarity with facts and a relatively good 
idea of the overall framework were not matched by carefully thought out answers, due in part to a lack of 
essay writing skills, as well as shortcomings in the methodology used by the candidate to study and revise 
the subject. Basic factual mistakes were generally noted in grade E, indicating that the candidates had 
very limited knowledge of the historical contexts of the subjects concerned and the notions involved. In 
particular, students should be encouraged to do an amount of further reading on the topics in the syllabus 
so that they can form an informed opinion. Moreover, general shortcomings prove one more time that 
training in ways to study and in writing skills is imperative.  
 
Particular Remarks 
 
The Paper consisted of four compulsory questions which carried equal marks. In Section A there were 
two compulsory questions, with each question in turn offering an either/or/or choice of three questions. 
Question 1 (a) tested knowledge of the Language Question and the extent this  reflected the conflict 
between old and new Maltese elites. Question 1 (b) asked candidates to explain the contribution of the 
Reform and Anti-Reform parties in the development of Maltese parties. Question 1 (c) was on Maltese 
constitutional developments in the 19th century and the extent to which they reflected a desire for liberal 
democracy. All questions attracted relatively equal numbers of respondents.  Candidates attempting 1 (a) 
were generally able to show good factual knowledge of the Language Question, but some candidates 
found it difficult to discuss the cultural implications. A difficulty several candidates seemed to have was 
in defining Maltese elites. Candidates attempting question 1 (b) were generally able to distinguish 
between the policies of Reform and Anti-Reform parties. Nevertheless, many candidates seemed to 
assume continuity between these parties and the later party system, rather than discuss it. In question 1 
(c), candidates were expected to discuss constitutional developments in Malta, including what progress 
was made in 1835, 1849 and 1887 in terms of effective political representation through elected members. 
Question 2 also offered an either/or/or choice of three questions. 2 (a) tested knowledge of the various 
factors leading to the French Revolution in 1789. The better-performing candidates mentioned, among 
other factors,  social inequalities, the lack of political participation by the middle classes, the decadence of 
the Ancien Regime, and the cultural developments including the Enlightenment.  Question 2 (b) was on 
the conditions created by Bismarck for Prussian expansion, including the wars fought by Prussia up to 
1870-1 which made possible German unification centred around Prussia. Candidates were expected to 
show that these conditions were absent in 1848. Surprisingly several candidates found it difficult to do 



this type of comparison, despite the relative popularity of this topic. Question 2 (c) was based on the 
revolutionary qualities and objectives of the Paris commune. Several candidates attempting this question 
found it difficult to compare the events of the Paris commune to the French revolution.  
 
In Section B, two compulsory questions each offered in turn an either/or choice between two text-based 
sets of questions.  Question 3 (a)  was based on a passage from a note by Adrian Dingli to Patrick Keenan 
in 1878. Candidates were to explain why the British regarded educational and linguistic issues to be of 
such importance in 1878 as to appoint commissioners to report on them. Several candidates demonstrated 
limited knowledge of this background, as well as of the Keenan report and its importance. The question 
also extended to the Maltese political reactions to the reports by Keenan and the other commissioners. 
The limited knowledge of the contents of the reports demonstrated in several scripts was surprising, 
considering the popularity of this topic. Question 3 (b) was based on the well known Order-in-Council of 
November 1807. Candidates were expected to place this legislation in context, especially with reference 
to the Continental System and the British system of naval blockade. The better-performing candidates 
were able to explain the role formalized for Malta by this official document, and to explain the meaning 
of select phrases to show deeper comprehension of the text. The link to Malta’s commercial prosperity up 
to 1813 was not discussed well in a considerable number of scripts. Question 4 (a) was based on a 
newspaper extract from 1830, relating to the events of the July revolution. Candidates were required to 
demonstrate  the ability to contextualize the passage, describing the chain of events leading to the 
revolution, as well as explaining the significance of the changes taking place. A number of candidates 
found it difficult to explain select phrases from the passage, while some candidates were unable to link 
the events of July 1830 to the change in the style of government brought by the King of the French. 
Question 4 (b) based on an extract from a letter by the German Chancellor to the Austrian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs in 1913, tested knowledge of the rival Alliances and the role of Serbia in the Balkan 
question. Several candidates attempting this question found it relatively difficult to explain the reference 
to Italy and its reluctance to enter the war alongside its allies.  
 
Conclusion 
 
It must be added that candidates in grades A and B showed positive signs of further reading in the subject 
which is commendable. Further reading and research is imperative if candidates are to answer questions 
confidently and in a manner which reflects their own well informed opinion.  
 
 
 


