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Part 1: Statistical Information 
 
A total of 457 students registered for the May Intermediate examination session. 
Compared to the examination conducted in the previous year, this was a slight increase 
on the number of candidates registering for this exam.  
 
Table 1: MATSEC Intermediate Level Religion, May 2010 

   Distribution of Grades 
 

Grades A B C D E F Absent TOTAL 
No. of candidates 14 67 134 114 67 48 13 457 

 
 
Part 2: Comments regarding Students’ Performance 
Even though, when plotted on a curve, the results produce an almost normal distribution, 
the examiners feel that there is much room for improvement.  Candidates need to reflect 
more and delve deeper into the issues presented by the syllabus. It seems obvious that a 
considerable number of candidates reproduce the notes that they receive from their 
teachers. Indeed, a superficial analysis of the responses immediately reveals responses 
that can be put in four or five major groups. Unfortunately, groups of candidates 
performed much better than others.  This poses very serious questions regarding the type 
and method of teaching that is going on in educational institutions.  Students need to be 
challenged to move beyond the levels of remembering and understanding within the 
cognitive domain. At this level, candidates are expected to apply, analyze and evaluate 
the information acquired. Candidates should be challenged to construct their own 
meaning.  Perhaps it is time to do some in-depth research in this direction and also to 
receive feedback from teachers of the subject. 
 
It is also evident that many candidates lack simple essay writing skills. Ideas are very 
often expressed haphazardly and many of the essays presented lack continuity, logical 
development and a related conclusion. A great number of answers lack the maturity 
expected from students at this level. A considerable number of candidates answer the 
questions very briefly, thus expressing no in-depth knowledge of the matter, even though 
they at times show some slight familiarity with the subject concerned. This demonstrates 
a lack of serious study of the texts and very immature way of expressing ideas.  It is 
expected of candidates to give their answers at acceptable length thereby expressing 
themselves better and in more detail. 
 
 
REMARKS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 
Candidates had to answer question 1 and another three questions. An analysis of the 
frequencies of responses to the questions and the mean score obtained for each question 
is revealing.  
 



Table 2: Analysis of candidates’ performance on each question 
 

 N 
 
 

% of total 
candidates 
answering 

the 
question  

Maximum 
possible 

mark 

Lowest 
mark 

obtained 

Highest 
mark 

obtained 

Mean 
 
 

Std. 
Deviation 

 

Q1 444 100 31 6 31 21.0 4.96 

Q2 285 64.2 23 7 23 14.3 2.96 

Q3 376 84.7 23 1 22 13.1 3.30 

Q4 224 50.5 23 3 19 13.0 2.72 

Q5 364 82.0 23 5 22 13.8 3.40 

Q6 83 18.7 23 3 18 9.0 3.10 

  
Question 1 was compulsory and consisted of 16 questions which were meant to explore 
some basic knowledge of a wide spectrum of topics included in the syllabus.  Direct short 
answers were required.  With the exception of the final item, each of these questions 
carried 2 marks. 
Only 15% were not able to obtain a pass mark. However, it should be noted that: 

� Question number X did indicate clearly that quite a number of candidates are not 
yet able to give a clear definition of the Holy Trinity. Instead of explaining that 
the Holy Trinity is God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, as three 
distinct Divine Persons in One Infinite God, they defined it as God, Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit.  

� For question no. IX most candidates mentioned the Gaudium et Spes and Dei 
Verbum.  On the other hand it was quite frequent that candidates answered by 
jotting down any Latin phrase that came to mind. 

 
Two-thirds of the candidates chose to answer question 2 which dealt with the institution 
of marriage. 29% of the candidates answering this question were not able to obtain a pass 
mark. Even though many candidates were able to demonstrate that they have a basic 
knowledge of the Scriptural background on the subject, few were those who were able to 
present the image of the relationship between Christ and his Church as an ideal symbol of 
the Christian marriage. A considerable number of candidates demonstrated a good and 
fair understanding of the Christian vision of marriage but their expositions showed that 
quite a number did not understand the true meaning and/or its implications. Various 
candidates gave very basic answers. There needs to be more emphasis on the concept of 
marriage as a sacrament. It is important that candidates understand the implications of the 
sacramental nature of marriage and that there is a deeper reality than that of feelings. 
More attention should be given to a better understanding of Scriptures and the 
interpretations and teachings of the Church. Candidates should be challenged to reflect on 
the practical and symbolic implications of the sacramental life of marriage.  
 
Question 3 dealt with the issues of sexuality and abortion. Similar to the trend in these 
past years, this question was answered by the vast majority of the candidates (84.7%). 



However, only 53.2% of those who answered to this question were able to obtain a pass 
mark. Very few candidates demonstrated an ability to analyse the statistics presented and 
relate it to what they have studied. Rather than giving a personal/subjective interpretation 
of the statistics, candidates were required to demonstrate an understanding of the reality 
in the light of the teaching of the Church on social and moral realities.  In this way 
candidates were expected to show that they understand the relationship between faith, 
culture and lived experience. Even though many candidates emphasised Christian values, 
namely the importance of chastity, the doctrine ensuing from the Decalogue and the role 
of the Church, very few were able to delve deeper and show an ability to evaluate and 
connect reality with Christian Teachings. With regards to the issues of abortion and the 
sanctity of life, the majority of the candidates were able to present a fair to good 
argument. 
 
Question 4 dealt with St. Paul’s shipwreck in Malta and the Pope’s Pastoral Visit to 
Malta last April. Just about half of the candidates attempted to answer this question. Only 
53% of the candidates obtained a pass mark. From the answers it is evident that the 
question was not attentively read and consequently not understood.  As a result many 
candidates went off on a tangent, and in some cases they were completely out of point 
thus losing a considerable amount of precious marks.  
 
Question 5 dealt with the theme of original sin and the promise of salvation. 82% of the 
candidates responded to this question with 67% of them obtaining a pass mark.  From the 
answers obtained, it is clear that a considerable number of he candidates do not have a 
clear understanding of original sin and how sin affects the relationships among human 
beings. Even though they demonstrated a basic knowledge of the subject, most students 
were not able to show they have a good understanding of the knowledge presented. At 
times the students were trying to satisfy the examiner by writing all they knew about the 
subject matter. 
 
Question 6 expected a thorough familiarity with the part of the syllabus that addressed the 
theology of Sacraments. Only 18.7% of the candidates who sat for the Religious 
Knowledge Intermediate Exam attempted this question.  Of these, only 13.3% succeeded 
to reach the pass mark.  It is very evident that as a general trend, not many of the 
candidates are familiar with the texts proposed by the syllabus.  In their majority, 
candidates seem to rest a lot on what they had learnt earlier on in life, during catechises in 
the parishes.  One other point to ponder upon is the fact the some candidates seem glance 
through the question, focus on a word that grasps their attention and then devote the 
whole answer to that word, without reading through the whole question. The fact that 
most of the candidates who answered this question were not able to give an answer on a 
subject that is more theoretical in nature may be an indication of the candidates inability 
to reflect deeply on the basic doctrine of the Catholic Church. 
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