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Introduction 
 
A new format for Paper I was used this year with candidates having to answer ten questions.  
Whilst questions 1 and 2 followed the format of previous years ,i.e., Reading and Interpretation 
from Topographic Maps and Factual Recall of Locations respectively, in  the remaining eight 
questions candidates were tested  on knowledge and understanding of the whole syllabus. All ten 
questions were compulsory. 
 
 
Statistics 
 
Table 1 below summarises the general performance in the examination: 
 
Table 1: Distribution of candidates’ grades for the SEC Geography Exam - May 2011 
 

Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Absent TOTAL 
No. of 

candidates 
25 35 51 45 38 16 11 50 14 285 

Option A 25 35 51 20 12 - - 13 1 157 
Option B - - - 25 26 16 11 37 13 128 
Total % 8.8 12.3 17.9 15.8 13.3 5.6 3.9 17.5 4.9 100.0 

 
 
PAPER I 
 
General remarks: 
It is evident that candidates need to study the subject more and pay particular attention to basic 
things which are of significant importance in Geography (e.g. reading a map, knowing basic 
models – Burgess’ Concentric Zone Model and Demographic Transition Model).  Moreover, it is 
clear that  some candidates find it hard to express themselves in English.  Although the 
candidates are not penalised for language errors it is still important to emphasise this problem. 
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Detailed comments on each question. 
 
Question 1: Map reading and Interpretation 
Consistent with the syllabus requirements variations of this question appear every year. Most of 
the candidates eventually sitting for  Paper A responded well to most of the questions asked 
especially the grid-referencing, compass direction and estimating length of an irregular line (a 
valley in this case). However writing about site and situation of the Victoria Lines proved more 
probematic. Nonetheless the overall mark was commendable. On the other hand candidates who 
eventually sat for paper IIB  did not perform so well as to how to use and interpret grid 
referencing, which is a basic task in Geography.  Other basic mapping techniques, such as using 
the compass and measuring distances on a map need to be known as they are basic geographic 
skills.  Moreover, these candidates need to understand what site and situation stand for and the 
difference between them. 
 
Question 2: Factual recall of Locations 
Question 2 regarded the world map.   
The performance of the candidates in responding to this question covered the full range of marks 
available. The better ones were awarded almost full marks, answering correctly practically all the 
locations requested and also the section on tectonic plates. Some errors in the identification of 
rivers and seas were evident. 
Candidates who eventually opted to answer Paper IIB did not understand properly question 2a, 
for “Name of Location” they included only the number that was relevant to the description.  It is 
evident that most of the candidates do not know where countries, seas and rivers are around the 
world.  In addition to this, students seem to not have understood part ‘d’ which was “Explain 
how tectonic plate movements have affected these volcanoes” – a good number did not refer to 
the volcanoes being mentioned in the previous question ‘c’.  
 
Question 3: Burgess Concentric Zone Model.   
For the well-prepared candidates this should have been an easy question to answer as the 
meaning  of the concentric rings presented in the model are straightforward and found 
prominently in all textbooks. The differentiating element in the overall marks awarded to this 
question was in the listing of the two crticisms of the model. The better candidates even 
elaborated on the simple answer requested.  
Candidates who eventually opted to sit for Paper IIB did not know what the loops in the model 
refer to.  Part ‘b’ was not understood by most candidates .  This required to list two criticisms of 
the model.  The majority of the candidates only provided reasons why people live in certain 
zones of the model. 
 
Question 4: Demographic Transition Model 
The Demographic Transition Model (DTM) is a standard element of study in Geography and 
question refers to a very basic model related to demography. For the better candidates it gave the 
opportunity to evaluate not only the present demographic state of the country concerned but also 
an idea of its demographic history. In addition comparing DTM models for various states and 
regions gives the student an idea of the different demographic processes currently in operation. A 
significant number of candidates answered this question properly by completing the graph as 
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requested and answering correctly parts (b)  re Stage I of the DTM, (c) re Stage 3 of the DTM 
and part (d) re Stage 4.     
A significant number of candidates who later answered Paper IIB  did not know how to draw the 
relevant lines on the diagram provided.  Some of the students also confused their answers to 
parts ‘b’, ‘c’ and ‘d’ by stating at which stages the different situations are, instead of giving 
reasons why the stages of the model are in particular situations. 
 
Question 5: Earth’s orbit 
There was a marked difference in the answers given by candidates which identified their degree 
of preparation for the exam. Most candidates answered correctly the dates at which the position 
of earth’s orbit around the sun was in the four positions identified and also the position at which 
the south pole would experiences 24 hours of darkness.    
Although the overall marks demonstrated a good knowledge of the earth’s orbit a small number  
of candidates who later opted for Paper IIB did not know the dates when seasons start.  In parts 
‘b’ and ‘c’ candidates mostly did not know the answers to parts ‘b i’ and ‘b ii’. 
 
Question 6: Migration- rural to urban; mega-cities 
Candidates were to analyse a population structure and answer the relevant questions.  Candidates 
who obtained the better marks for this question interpreted the the diagram of female population 
structures for a rural and and adjacent urban area correctly and answered part (b) well however 
the ‘cities that can be identified as ‘mega-cities’ confused some respondents. 
As for the candidates who later sat for paper IIB, most students did well in part ‘a’.  
Nevertheless, there was a good number who did not know the definition to ‘mega-cities’ and 
some students did not understand part ‘c’ which asked for both the cities and the countries they 
were found.  Answers included either the city only, the country only or a city and a country 
which do not match. 
 
Question 7: Types of Rainfall 
Answers to the first part of the question entailed drawing a sketch, labelling and describing one 
type of rainfall from the three given. A good number of answers covered the full criteria 
requested with a number failed to identify the  type of rainfall they chose to describe.  It is very 
critical for a geography student to take identification of different processes that are associated 
with the same final result, in this case rainfall, rather seriously as it distinguishes the student of a 
discipline with  one who has only a lukewarm interest. 
 
Question 8: Dairy Farming 
Most of the respondents answering about dairy farming were well prepared for this question. In 
fact very good marks were obtained throughout. These included the definition, the geographical 
conditions that favour this industry in a country of one’s choice and the third (part c) asked about 
the problems facing the development of this indusry.  
However for students who registered for Paper IIB quite a number of them did not understand 
the term ‘geographical conditions’ and some of them only gave the example of a country. 
 
Question 9: Coastal features 
A number of candidates obtained excellent marks for this question by giving a good example of 
an erosional and a depositional feature and included excellent sketches. However although most  
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‘B’ candidates knew the answer to this question well  a few did not understand that the question 
was related to ‘coastal features’ and instead answered with reference to rivers and weathering in 
general. Thus diminishing the overall mark obtained by the ‘B’ candidates for this question. 
 
Question 10:Storm Surges 
Unfortunately the term’storm surge’ confused quite a number of candidates. However part ‘b’ 
was in general answered correctly and candidates seemed to get confused with part ‘c’.  
Candidates who eventually took Paper IIB rarely provided three man-made factors that increase 
damages to the environment. 
 
Paper 2A 
 
Overall comment 
Candidates needed to choose 4 questions carrying 25 marks each. Two questions were to be 
chosen from four in section A, and another two from the four questions in section B. The overall 
performance of the candidates was commendable with a number of answers having sketches and 
references to case studies showing that the top candidates were well prepared for the 
examination.   
 
Detailed comments on each question. 
Section A Candidates had to choose TWO questions out of this section. 
 
Question 1:  Soils – composition, factors of soil fertility and soil formation 
This was a popular question.  Some candidates got mixed up between the factors influencing soil 
formation and the basic components of soils.  There were some good references to soil profiles 
but then, regarding soil fertility, many did not distinguish mineral from organic components.    
 
Question 2:  Glaciers - inputs, stores, flows and outputs 
Less than half of the candidates chose this question.  Many of the answers were rather simplistic 
and demonstrated lack of preparation and understanding.  Some candidates, though faring very 
well in other parts of the question, confused erosional features with erosional forces, but then 
there were very good answers regarding examples of depositional features.  Yet, some candidates 
presented some erosional features as depositional one.  
 
Question 3: Volcano - features, hazards and benefits, and one case study of a volcanic 
eruption and its impact 
This was a very popular question with the candidates.  Many of them attained high marks but a 
recurrent error was that referring to areas covered with lava rock as being very fertile and 
therefore regarded as a benefit to people living in such places. Many others correctly referred to 
the deposits of volcanic ash, which render many areas close to volcanoes very fertile for 
agricultural purposes. 
 
Question 4: Weathering processes in desert environments - landforms formed by water and 
wind  
Few candidates attempted this question. They needed to explain the natural process of 
weathering and explain how two landforms are produced by the force of water and two other 
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landforms as produced by the force of the wind. In many instances, candidates misunderstood the 
instructions and described the formation of two landforms only. Thus, many candidates missed 
eight marks for this question. Besides this, many candidates knew well the weathering effects of 
the wind in deserts but many others were not knowledgeable about the effect of past or present 
watercourses in deserts.  
 
Section B   Candidates had to choose TWO questions out of this section. 
 
Question 5 Tourism - global distribution, recent trends and advantages and disadvantages 
impacts on host countries  
This question was chosen by the great majority of candidates. There were some candidates who 
did not keep much to the specific issues brought by the examiners and wrote answers, which 
tackled general issues in tourism superficially.  A good number, however, underlined the rather 
recent trend by tourists to choose exotic and remote areas especially from Europe towards south 
and Central America, Asia and Africa.  Regarding recent events which affected global tourism, 
candidates, correctly, either mentioned negative events, as volcanic ash and tsunamis or positive 
aspects such global sports events and royal weddings.  Strangely enough some candidates 
mentioned the heavy flow of refugees from Tunisia and Libya as an example in itself of a 
touristic trend, positive and negative. 
 
Question 6: Human Development Index – indicators, causes of inequalities, benefits and 
problems of different types of aid. 
The number of candidates who opted for this question was rather low. However, practically all of 
these did very well.  They correctly translated HDI as Human Development Index and provided 
good examples of indicators of this index and, then, covered the other sections of the question 
with much precision and detail. 
 
Question 7: Acid rain - effects on forests, lakes and buildings and on neighbouring 
countries. 
A very high number of candidates chose this question. Definitions of acid rain were generally 
correct but then, on describing the effects on forests, lakes and buildings, many provided similar 
answers for each, mentioning health problems on fauna, flora and human beings.  Few dealt 
specifically with chemical weathering of buildings, pollution of the aquifers and the serious 
damage to biodiversity. 
Regarding pollution of neighbouring countries, few candidates simply wrote that pollutants were 
being carried by the wind. Few referred to sulphur and nitrogen gases emitted by very tall 
chimneys in the culprit countries which got rid of the pollutants in their own territory but made it 
possible for polluted high clouds to carry these chemicals to neighbouring countries.  
 
Question 8:  Newly Industrialised Countries, location on the Pacific Rim, reasons for their 
success; whether this success can be repeated in the Mediterranean region. 
Many of the candidates ignored this question and indeed only fifteen candidates attempted it. 
Those who did generally did not fare very well but some provided good answers especially with 
reference to the advantageous location of the Pacific coast and specifically to the rapid growth of 
the Osaka-Kobe conurbation and subsequently throughout the Tokaido belt with the success of 
its economic and industrial strategies.  The second part of the question, with reference to the 
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possibilities of a repeat of all this success in the Mediterranean region, was a more challenging 
objective for these candidates.  Some were rather optimistic and brought arguments for and other 
more pessimistic and presented their opinion so. Thus, this was a question of evaluation, which is 
rarely seen in examination papers. Surely many candidates are not trained to face this sort of 
question and hence practically all, except these very few, avoided the risk involved. 
 
Paper IIB 
 
Overall Comment 
Most of the answers presented in essay form or long paragraphs were satisfactory. Most 
candidates showed a wide and good comprehension of the topics chosen and the answers 
demonstrated analytical arguments, use of technical words and relevant annotated sketches. 
Questions 7, 3, 5 and 1 were the most chosen by the candidates in their respective order whereas 
Questions 2 and 8 were the least popular.  A few recommendations for improvement are related 
to the following: 
1. A few candidates answered all of the eight questions in the paper. This meant that less detail 
was provided in each answer and thus the level reached was not satisfactory. Students should be 
rigorously reminded by their teachers to attempt to answer the paper as instructed, since 
providing detailed answer is in their best interest. 
2. Some sketches that were provided had limited relevance to the answer in question. Here again, 
students should be reminded that sketches can be provided as long as they are pertinent to the 
question asked. 
3. Students need to be careful when answering subsets of a question in order not to be repetitive 
and show distinct arguments between one subset and another.  
 
Paper 2B:  
 
Question 1: Soils  
The level of the answers to this question varied from extremely poor to very good answers. 
Question 1a proved to be a straight forward question and most labelled sketches were pertinent 
and detailed. Question 1b was more challenging for some candidates who presented confusing 
answers which did not show enough understanding of what constituents soil elements. The topic 
of soil erosion, questioned about in 1c and 1d, was tackled well and most candidates showed 
clear understanding of the difference between natural and anthropogenic causes of soil erosion.  
 
Question 2: Glaciation  
This question proved to be rather challenging for most of the candidates who attempted it. In fact 
eight (8) candidates failed in their answer. Questions 2a and 2d presented quite a few erroneous 
answers, with wrong labelling in question 2a and lack of knowledge about depositional features 
in Question 2d. On the other hand, most candidates who answered Question 2c seemed to have a 
good grasp of the facts related to types of moraine.   
 
3: Volcanic eruption and plate boundaries 
Most candidates performed well above average in this question, demonstrating that students well 
prepared well in the topic of tectonic geomorphology. Though this question provided ample 
helpful hints with the help of the annotated diagram of Mount St Helens’ eruption, it was quite 
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disappointing to notice that a few candidates missed out completely on the former. The most 
difficult part of the question was Question 3d – a number of candidates were incorrect in the 
sequence of the eruption events.   
 
Question 4: Climate of a hot desert environment  
In this question, there was a wide range in the performance level, with marks ranging from 1/25 
to 21/25, and thirty-five (35) candidates who obtained below twelve (12) marks.  Candidates lost 
most marks in Question 4b: the physical processes responsible for desert formation were not 
outlined properly. On the other hand, the process of exfoliation as an answer to Question4c was 
tackled fairly well but a good number of candidates.   
 
Question 5: Tourism  
It was another popular question with a good percentage of candidates answering fairly well in 
Question 4a and 4b. Surprisingly enough, a few candidates failed to name and explain properly 
the types of tourism practiced in Malta – coastal and cultural - for Question 4c 
 
Question 6: Developed and developing countries 
Most of the marks gained were related to correct answers to Question 6a. However Question 6b 
and Question 6c were tackled with less detail and even with lack of correct technical keywords.  
Overall the definitions of Human Development Index were weak, without proper correct 
reference to the three indicators – life expectancy, education and GNP. Most answers related to 
types of aid (Question 6c) were vague and lacked proper naming of the types of aid.  
 
Question 7: Migration 
This question – related to migration - was the most popular question in the whole paper. Most 
candidates answered well and in detail all parts of the question. 
 
Question 8: Location of industries   
Answers were explained in detail and were pertinent to the questions asked. Only a few 
candidates confused the physical factors of industrial location and erroneously listed human 
factors instead (Question 8a).   
 
 

MODERATION OF FIELDWORK REPORTS 
 
With the new syllabus changes, candidates, this time, needed to prepare two reports ‘concerning 
two different aspects of geography and from two different locations’. A school could opt to 
organise fieldwork on a class basis but the final reports needed to be on an individual basis. 
Candidates could also opt to choose the locations on their own. 
 
Many of the reports were simply descriptive with no reference list or any type of bibliography. 
However, in some of the reports, a very short reference list was included.   In one school, the 
candidates were assessed on the basis of a detailed checklist prepared by the teacher. This check 
list included the ability to plan and organise work (2 marks), the ability to assess situations and 
collect information through observation (2 marks), the ability to develop ideas and make an 
effort to ensure that the project is the result of personal initiatives (2 marks), the ability to select 
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information through surveys and statistics (2marks) and the ability to draw conclusions (2 
marks). In the case of this particular school, candidates did quite well and the majority followed 
in a satisfactory way the guidelines provided.  
 
SEC 2011 tabulated results 
 
Tables and comments 
 
1.0 Attendance  
 
Table 2: Percentage of candidates present for Paper 1A and Paper 1B 
 Number of Candidates 

Registered 
Percentage (%) 
Absent  

Percentage (%) 
Present 

Paper 1A 157 0.6 99.4 
Paper 1B 128 10.9 89 

 
Table 3: Percentage of candidates present for Paper 2A and Paper 2B 
 Number of Candidates 

Registered 
Percentage (%) 
Absent  

Percentage (%) 
Present 

Paper 2A 157 25 15.6 
Paper 2B 128 97 84 

 
The workings hereunder are out of the number of candidates who sat for the examinations: 

� 156 candidates for Paper 1A; 

� 114 candidates for Paper 1B; 

� 153 candidates for Paper 2A and 

� 128 candidates for Paper 2B. 

2.0 Answers 
 
All questions in Paper 1 were to be answered by all candidates.  The type of questions asked in 
Paper 1 were the same for all, that is, paper A and paper B students. 
 
Table 4: Frequency of candidates awarded a mark greater than 0 for Paper 1 

Question 
No. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Paper 1A 
No. Of 
answers 155 155 145 151 118 155 152 152 149 139 
Percentage 99.4 99.4 92.9 96.8 75.6 99.4 97.4 97.4 95.5 89.1 

Paper 1B 
No. Of 
answers 105 111 61 74 91 102 96 105 68 96 
Percentage 92.1 97.4 53.5 64.9 79.8 89.5 84.2 92.1 59.6 84.2  
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Table 5: Percentage difference between paper 1A and paper 1B candidates who obtained a mark greater 
than 0 for each question 
 
Question 
number 

Percentage 
1A 

Percentage 
1B 

Percentage difference 
between 1A and 1B 

1 99.4 92.1 7.3 
2 99.4 97.4 2.0 
3 92.9 53.5 39.4 
4 96.8 64.9 31.9 
5 75.6 79.8 -4.2 
6 99.4 89.5 9.9 
7 97.4 84.2 13.2 
8 97.4 92.1 5.3 
9 95.5 59.6 35.9 

10 89.1 84.2 4.9  
 
Note: In Question 5, candidates who sat for Paper 1B did better than those who sat for 1A. 
Candidates had to answer 4 questions from paper B. 
 
 
Table 6: Frequency of candidates answering the questions in Paper 2A and Paper 2B 
 

Question 
No. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Paper 2A 
No. Of 
answers 100 59 116 32 113 65 113 14 

Percentage 65.4 38.6 75.8 20.9 73.9 42.5 73.9 9.2 
Paper 2B 

No. Of 
answers 96 34 93 76 91 55 115 35 

Percentage 75.0 26.6 72.7 59.4 71.1 43.0 89.8 27.3   
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3.0 Marks 

 
Table 7: Average marks awarded to all candidates for Paper 1 
Question No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Average Mark 
Paper 1A 9.0 10.4 4.5 5.8 3.9 3.9 3.5 5.1 3.3 3.0 

Average Mark 
Paper 1B 4.0 4.6 1.3 2.0 2.9 2.4 2.1 3.5 1.4 1.9 

 
Table 8: Comparisons between Paper 1A and Paper 1B candidates 
Question No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Full marks 16 16 7 8 8 5 4 6 4 6 

Paper 1A 
Average 
difference 
from full 
marks  7.0 5.6 2.5 2.2 4.1 1.1 0.5 0.9 0.7 3.0 

Paper 1B 
Average 
difference 
from full 
marks 12.0 11.4 5.7 6.0 5.1 2.6 1.9 2.5 2.6 4.1 
Average 
difference 
comparisons 
between paper 
1A and 1B 5.0 5.8 3.2 3.9 1.1 1.5 1.4 1.6 1.8 1.0 

 
Note: The last row in the table indicates that Paper 1A on the whole did better  than Paper 1B.  
However, questions 5 to 10 are of concern because, the differences in mark averages for those 
questions, between Paper A and Paper B candidates averages to 1.4 only. 
 
 
Table 9: Average marks awarded to all candidates for Paper 2 
Question No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Average Mark 
Paper 2A 18.2 18.6 19.1 16.8 18.9 19.7 16.2 14.5 
Average Mark 
Paper 2B 16.0 11.9 14.4 9.7 15.8 14.5 20.4 15.9 
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Table 10: Difference from the full marks of the average marks estimated  per question,  
for papers 2A and 2B 
 
Question No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Full Marks 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 

Paper 2A 
Average 
difference 
from full 
marks 6.8 6.4 5.9 8.2 6.1 5.3 8.8 10.5 

Paper 2B 
Average 
difference 
from full 
marks 9.0 13.1 10.6 15.3 9.2 10.5 4.6 9.1 

 
Note: The questions for Paper 2A and Paper 2B were different, therefore, comparisons between 
the average marks of candidates could not be carried out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson 
Examiners’ Panel 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


