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Statistics 
 
Table 1: Candidates’ grades in SEC Religious Knowledge May 2010 
 
Grades 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 U Absent TOTAL 
No. of 

candidates 
          

Option A 96 418 618 429 383 - - 267 22 2233 
Option B - - - 156 447 331 420 393 135 1882 
 

General Remarks 

Generally speaking, many candidates proved to be well prepared for the questions put 
in this exam. Some questions, however, offered a bigger challenge and did not always 
find the expected response. The best way to prepare for this exam is to have all topics 
well discussed by the teacher with the students during the Religion lessons.  

The questions were put in Maltese and English. 

As expected, candidates taking option ‘A’ were most well prepared, while those 
opting for ‘B’ showed once again limited knowledge of the syllabus – even in certain 
cases, of the basic tenets of the Catholic Faith. The first objective mentioned in the 
Syllabus states ‘that they are able to understand the language, terms, concepts 
commonly used in Catholic Faith and Worship’: as in all subjects, technical terms 
help to be precise and to avoid confusion. 

 

PAPER I 

This year’s write-on booklet format of Paper I helped candidates to concentrate more 
on the questions themselves and concentrate more on what was expected of them. The 
new format was more candidate-friendly. Questions were aimed to cover the whole 
syllabus.  

Section A 

This section carried 50 marks, and candidates were asked to answer all 25 questions. 

Questions 1-3 dealt with one’s relationship with God. Option ‘B’ candidates gave a 
mixed response to what they understood by “primitive religion”. Places of worship of 
the main religions were generally known. ‘Re-incarnation’ was well explained by 
most option ‘A’ candidates, but it was much confused by candidates who went for 
option ‘B’. 

Question 4-15 dealt with the Bible and the History of Salvation. Many candidates, 
especially from option ‘B’, missed God’s message in the Bible, which is God’s love 
for mankind so evident in the History of Salvation.  Surprisingly, the ‘main’ and 
‘secondary authors’ of the Bible seemed to be beyond some candidates. This may be 
because they are unfamiliar with the Gospel text and with Biblical facts in general and 
therefore with its message for the Christian believer. ‘Biblical inspiration’ was mostly 
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well understood, but the ‘Canon of Holy Scripture’ seemed to be out of reach for 
many candidates. 

Questions 16-18 dealt with the creation of man, the fall, exodus, the Ten 
Commandments, Passover, and with the Incarnation. This part of the syllabus seemed 
to have gone down well with most candidates. The Facts and implications of Creation 
and the fall of man from grace were mostly correctly expressed. On the Ten 
Commandments there were mixed answers, with some who knew them all and well, 
and those who memorised just a few of them, especially among candidates answering 
in English.  It is still surprising how a number of candidates still confuse ‘Incarnation’ 
(q.15) with re-incarnation (q.3), even though the topic has been recurring during 
recent exams. Students have to know the difference is very essential to Christian 
thought. 

Questions 16-18 concentrated on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. Candidates 
were expected to know that Jesus’ Resurrection was the greatest proof of Christ’s 
divinity, which was not always the case. The duty of paying due taxes was mostly 
understood, but the notion of ‘the common good’ rarely came out except very 
indirectly. 

Then followed questions about the Church and its sacraments (19-21). Most of option 
‘A’ candidates did well. The aims of both sacraments of the Sick and of 
Reconciliation were generally taken as the forgiveness of sins. But some did indicate 
the former’s aim as a preparation of the person by Christ to meet him in death. On the 
other hand, few candidates were aware of the relationship there is between 
reconciliation with God and reconciliation with neighbour and often also missed the 
relationship between Baptism and ‘Confirmation’. 

The last questions in Section A (22-25) covered man’s life on earth as a preparation 
for life in eternity. The distinction between fundamental rights (of all) and civil rights 
(of particular citizens) was not always clear in the candidates’ minds. A small number 
of candidates still interchange ‘Jesus’ with ‘God’ and ‘God’ with ‘Jesus’. This is 
surprising for youth of this age, as is also surprising the lack of knowledge about the 
Holy Trinity. Belief in the Holy Trinity was one of Christ’s fundamental revelations, 
and for a Christian these are basic and fundamental tenets of his faith. On the other 
hand, the waste of human embryos and the separation of the union from the 
procreative marriage act were generally correctly given as valid reasons for the 
Church’s caution on IVF approval. 

Section B 

This section carried 25 marks, and candidates were expected to answer all 5 questions 
in paragraph form.  There seems to be a considerable number of candidates who still 
don’t read a question well before attempting it. In this Section candidates were 
expected to explain their arguments in paragraph form in the space provided, and 
when it is the case to give examples to illustrate their understanding. Incomplete 
answers as always lose marks. 

Questions in this section centered on literary forms, parables, early Church, Old & 
New Covenant, and cooperation with the Creator. There were candidates completely 
unaware of the ‘literary forms’ used by the writers of the Bible.  
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The message of Our Lord in the parable where wheat and weed grow together was 
generally understood, but its eschatological aspect was very often missed.  

It was at Pentecost that the Church of Christ was officially inaugurated, and not in the 
“handing of the keys of the kingdom to Peter” as some candidates stated.  

The Old and New Covenants are distinct, but they do converge and are similar in a 
number of ways, which not all candidates were able to show.  

Most candidates were able to offer good examples of how to partake in God’s act of 
creation through our earthly life and actions. 

Section C 

In this section, candidates were expected to answer in short paragraphs the five 
questions that followed each of two extracts, with 25 marks allotted for the whole 
section. These texts covered ‘God’s plan for marriage and the family’ and ‘Religious 
freedom, as the path to peace’. Even though certain questions could be answered 
without referring to the text, reading the given texts well would always have helped to 
give a more complete answer.  

The first extract dealt with marriage as a source of holiness, and with responsible 
parenthood. When conjugal love is total, it leads to responsible parenthood and 
becomes a source of holiness for the married couple – which is the reason why Our 
Lord raised it to a sacrament – as a sign and a means of grace. Many candidates 
understood this well. Others just gave their personal opinion, which is not what was 
asked of them. 

The second extract concerned Religious Liberty, with questions on religious 
persecution, ecumenism, human rights, and overall charity. When candidates had to 
explain why religious persecution is insulting both to God and to human dignity, one 
expected more than just giving a few examples. Convergence between the three 
monotheistic religions was generally understood. Respect, tolerance and forgiveness 
were correctly given as principles of dialogue between religions. But one could easily 
add ‘praying together, and acting together’. A number of candidates missed the link 
between peace and the respect for religion and human rights in general. 

 

PAPER IIA  

Paper IIA carried 60% of the global mark. Candidates were expected to answer three 
of the five sets of questions, and many showed good knowledge of the subject. Some 
candidates, however, gave answers solely from the sociological point of view, which 
is never enough in a Religious Knowledge examination. This Paper expects a greater 
capacity from candidates to analyse a given topic from the religious-spiritual point of 
view. 

1. The Exodus – A God who saves. There were a good number of candidates who 
appreciated Moses’ preparation for his future important mission as a prince of Egypt, 
but there were others who just referred to the burning bush experience in Exodus 3, 
and seemed to be quite unfamiliar with the earlier life of Moses. Pin-pointing the 
modern ‘false gods’ was not so difficult for those taking the examination, but in many 
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cases explaining why money, pleasure, pride, etc., were modern false gods was left 
out completely. God’s supremacy over worldly powers was very often given as the 
main message of the Exodus event, and not God showing himself to be the ‘God who 
saves’. Other candidates seemed to be completely unaware of ‘the principal events 
during the Exodus’, of the Exodus itself and of the Sinai experience that followed. 

2. Jesus Christ in his Church. There were a number of candidates who could not even 
list the four characteristics that distinguish Christ’s Church from other churches, 
being One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic, or who failed to explain each one of them 
correctly. It is also surprising how some still mix up the Church instituted by Christ 
with the place of worship. There is a connection, but they are so completely distinct. 
As one would expect, unprepared candidates missed even who ‘the People of God in 
the OT’ were, and naturally failed to see the Church today as the new People of God. 
Some candidates mixed the Church too much with the Hierarchy. From the four 
characteristics of the Church, ‘unity’ was the most difficult for a number of 
candidates to explain. Some very good answers were given about the difference the 
Church makes in one’s life when recognised as the presence of Christ. But it was not 
enough to link Christ’s presence in the Church only through the Eucharist. 

3. Holy Mass. One expected better familiarity with the Mass, and therefore with the 
Liturgy of the Word, which prepares us for the Eucharistic Liturgy. It was not right 
for some candidates to limit the Liturgy of the Word to the reading from the Gospel 
and the homily. But the majority of the answers given were quite good. There were 
also candidates who failed to see the connection of Holy Mass with the Resurrection 
of Christ. Some also missed the connection between the Sunday observance and 
Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary or his Resurrection. The word ‘sacrifice’ to some meant 
only the small sacrifices a good Christian is expected to do in his daily life, or the 
‘sacrifice’ of abstaining from food and drink for an hour before participating in 
Communion, or even the ‘sacrifice’ to attend Sunday Mass. 

4. The Dignity of Human Life. There were many candidates who praised the heroism 
of St Gianna Beretta Molla who gave her life not to abort her child, and who saw the 
necessity of total dedication of a person to one’s vocation in life. Others commended 
normal ‘voluntary work’, while others succeeded to appreciate the total self-giving to 
God by a dedicated Christian life, or even by a consecrated life in celibacy. Some 
candidates failed to indicate Christ’s example of self-dedication in his earthly life. 
With regard to abortion and euthanasia mentioned in the second and third parts of the 
question,  most candidates agreed that these are both a crime, but not all made the 
expected reference to the Commandment ‘Thou shalt not kill’ or to God as the author 
and lord of life.  

5. The Dignity of Work and the Worker. The value of work for socialisation, for 
personal and community development was all popular in the candidates’ responses, 
but many missed the Christian perspective of work, and could not, therefore, see how 
by human effort one is co-operating in God’s creative act. One may also point out 
how some candidates failed to differentiate between rights and duties, and between 
duties and the responsibilities that ensue from them. Again, in the third part of the 
question, the idea of self-development through work was well developed by the 
majority of candidates who chose this question, but sometimes with no reference to 
the spiritual dimension. 
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Paper IIB 

Candidates had to answer ten out of fourteen questions in paragraph form, each 
question carrying 15 marks. With a few exceptions, candidates attempted all ten 
questions expected of them.  

1. OT history – A straightforward question, which most candidates answered well. 
Abraham, Moses and David were the most popular persons quoted, though David was 
sometimes associated only with the slaying of Goliath. 

2. Message of the Creation Narrative – Narrating the Creation narrative without 
giving its message made an answer incomplete. But a number of candidates saw the 
goodness of creation, God’s image in man, etc., as the message of this narrative. 

3. Parables of the Kingdom – Some missed the meaning of ‘parable’, others failed to 
see which ‘parables of the kingdom’ referred to the Church’s mission on earth. 

4. God from his creation – Candidates referred to God as the author of creation and to 
his wonderful plan for its development. There were a few who ignored the second part 
of the question, knowing God from other sources besides creation. 

5. Sacrifice of Christ in Mass & on Calvary – Many missed again the link between the 
Mass and Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. For some it is just a matter of sacrificing 
one’s time to attend for the Sunday Mass. 

6. Peace – Peace is a popular subject among young persons, and most could give the 
necessary conditions for peace. But in an exam about religious belief, one would 
always expect at least some reference to Christian values and more so to the 
fatherhood of God. 

7. Duties towards Authority – Most candidates could explain the importance of 
abiding by legitimate authority, but few could expand upon the second part of the 
quotation, that ‘all authority comes from God’, the Supreme Authority, so that all 
obedience should conform to God’s will and to his Commandments. 

8. Conscience – Candidates who took their studies seriously gave quite adequate 
answers and deserve full praise, but others were confused about conscience and 
especially with the formation of conscience. One was expected to include God’s will 
as demonstrated in the Bible and in the guidance of the Church.  

9. Career – Referring to pay, sick-leave and working conditions was not enough: self-
development, service to others, and looking for light from God were expected to be 
taken into consideration in the choice of a career. 

10. Marriage – Though a number of candidates could explain ‘fidelity’ in marriage, 
very often they could not say much about ‘unity’ and ‘indissolubility’ in marriage, 
except in a very confused way. 

11. Belief in God in hard times – Candidates praised the faith of this unknown 
gentleman, but to the second question, limiting one’s witness to one’s faith simply by 
attending Sunday Mass was too narrow an understanding of Christian living, and 
undoubtedly is not enough. 
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12. Mary Mother of God – Candidates were generally familiar with the Christian 
teaching about the Blessed Virgin, and did well. Some ignored the main message 
demanded by the question, i.e., why Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is also called Mother 
of God. 

13. Drugs, smoking & alcohol – Many were able to give excellent answers. Those 
who applied the term ‘in moderation’ to the three items, instead of to smoking alone, 
showed they did not read the question well. All voluntary harm to oneself is in open 
conflict with the Fifth Commandment, ‘Do not kill’. 

14. Suffering in Jesus’ life – Candidates referred to a number of occasions of Our 
Lord’s suffering moments, outside the Passion. It is sad that too many ignored the 
second part of the question, about the new significance Jesus gave to suffering, which 
on its own carried six of the fifteen marks allotted to the question. 

 

 

Chairperson 

Examiners’ Panel 2011 


