Save me from Berlusconi, Benigni asks
Fenach Adami

In & packed church in Valletta, an ltalian man
kneeled before Maltese President Dr Edward Fenech
Adami, begging him to help him as he does not want
to return to italy under the new Prime Minister
Berfusconi.

Had the man not been Roberto Benigni, the lalian
Oscar-winning director and aclor, such a move would
have sparked a major diplomatic intident. But for the
Italian legendary artist of ‘La Vita &' Bella' fame, every
word becomes a work of ast. The actor mersmerised
the guests at the historic Jesuits Church, as he
delivered his acceplance speech on receiving an
hanoris causa doctorate degree from the University of
Malta

Benigni, who scared 1o intemational fame with his
cinematic masierpiece ‘La Vita &' Bella’ (1987}, is in
Malta on & three day visit, and will be delighting Malta
with a 'Serata Danlesca’. a public recital of Dante
Alighier’s Divina Commedia, on Wednesday a1
1830hrs on campus. Inside the university theatre,
only students and the university's academic staff will
be allowed, but culside the hall, at the university's
main quadrangle, the public will be able to follow
Benigni's parf through a lve on

Professor Robert Hollander, who published over 12
books on Dante. The Professor was also entrusted
with a new transiation of Paradizo, publizhed in 2007

A plan to re-conguer Italy!

Earlier in the day, Benigni thrilled Mallese journalists
with & press . d 1]
Malka as a “vecchia appena nata” and letting loose his
imagination describing a fantastical plot on how to
gather an army to re-conquer Haly.

Last week's general elections are still fresh in
Benigni's mind. In the run up to the polls he openly
supported the Partito Democratico (PD) of Walter
Veltroni, the main contender of the newly elected
Prime Minister Sivio Berluscond. °I am not here 1o
soek political asylum,” Benigni smiled, as he started

g Maltese | ' questions. He then
explained a medieval-style fantastical plan to march
into Italy with an international army, 1o ‘re-conquer’ the
country from Berlusconi's rule, His ‘plan’ included
gathering Mattese knights, and historic warriors from
cther European cultures, and to ask Maltess Prime
Minister Or Gonzi for weapons and manay

Iranically, both the Maltesa Pragident and the Prime
Minister stand on the same side of the poitical
spectrum as Berlusconi!

“WVecchia appena nata™

Malta is like “una vecchia appena nata” [an old
newborn], said Benigni, hailing the country's rich
history intertwined with its vibrant culture, This is his
first time on the island, but he was impressed, he told

a maxi screen

On Wednesday. Benigni will be sharing the stage with

[ “When | was told | will be receiving a
degree from Malta, | was so happy | jumped on the
table and did cartwheels on the lawn.” He even toyed
with the possibility of using Malta for one of his films.
“1 am currently looking fior a story for my naxt film.
maybe it will include Malta,”

When a jounakst asked him if he ever has moments
of sadness and tears, he smied, asked her name,
and wiltily commented, “What a beautiful name, it
almost brings tears to my eyes.” He admitted that

many comedians are said to have a very melancholic
private Me. He recalled an actor telling him he droaded
going to dinnar with Charles Chaplain s ha was 8o
sad! °| tried 1o be sad in order 1o be like the great
comedians, but | never managed,” he quipped

He described Iife as & journey of constant change,
where everyone follows a path, a dream, “and the
desire to desie life.”

Dante is ahead of us...

In recent months, Benigni's popularity in Haly
escalated with the television programme ‘Tutio Dants’
on RAI the ltalian national broadcasier. The
programmes reached unexpected popularity levels,
with viewership excesding 12 million. The climax of the
events is when Benigni superbly reciles whale ‘cantos’
of Dante's Divina Commedia by heart

Commenting on this achievement, Benigni refused to
adrmit that he ks doing any eflort fo spread literature
among the people. *| do not want to acculturate the
people. | go before the people to do what | love doing
just ke a child who discovers somathing beautiful and
wants 1o tell everyone about it. Wherever | went, |
want to learn more on Dante's words from those |
meel | keep leaming everyday.”

“The love for Dante's works is like a fire that keeps
me warm... wa do not have to leok back 1o understand
Dante's works... he is ahead of us... the first and
greatest modem poets... a visionary. .. when you read
Dante you get the urge 1o make love to the book.”
Banigni explains that Dante’s ‘La Commedia’ is like an
encyclopedia, almost like the Internel. as it deals with
everything, with every aspect of fe.*
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Asked on the possibility of making a film out of the
Divina Commedia, Banigni said it is almost impossible
Ewven Federico Fellini wished to do a film on Dante's
work, Benigni said as he recalled his friendship with
the rencwned film director. But they both agreed that
the Commedia is perfect in its own right, and when a
creation s perlect it i difficult 1o successfully
translate it into another medium. It is like trying to
speak in rhyma.”

Benigni has been studying the Divina Commedia, and
its interpretation. for years. His first recital was in
1990 at the University of Siena. During the last years
he staned the recitals in Italian squares, reviving the
forgotten Tuscan tradition of reciting literature by
heart in public. Even iMerate farmers used 1o perform
some of the Commedia’s 'cantl’

But Benigni goes a step further. Before the recitals,
he starts off with commentaries linking Dante's works
to contemporary themes. “He managed to give the
Commedia modern relevance, and he did i in an
extraordinary way,” explained Professor Dominic
Fenech, Dean of the Faculty of Arts. and Dr Glaoria
Lauri Lucente, the Deputy Dean of the same faculty,
when announcing Benigni's visit io Malla, a few weeks
ago. Or Lauri Lucente and Professor Fanech
organised Benigni's visit 1o Malta on behalf of the
university's Faculty of Arts.

1d-Direttur, attur u komiku popolar Taljan 1" fama imemazzjonali, 1
xoghol tieghu u imhabba Il ghandu lejn id-Divina Commedia ty* Dante Alighieri. Fir-

Roberto Benigni, il-bierah wara nofsinhar inghata |-Honoris Causa mi 1 3 i
ritrat jidher Roberto Benigni bit-tghanniga tipika tieghu mal-President ta’ Malta, Eddie Fenech

Adami wara li irbiova d-Dottorat. Aktar kmieni hi ltaga’ wholl mal-gurnalisti fl-Auls Magna, il-Belt. Ara pagna 32 (Ritratt: Guido Farrugia}
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niversit ta” Malta bhala rikonoxximent ghax-
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Roberto Banigni {lemin) jindirizza lill-gurnalisti u (xelug} id-direttur u awtur Taljan ta’ fama inter fonali 17

fil-Latteratura mill-Prof Juanito Camilleri, ir-Rettur ta’ I-Universita ta’ Malta

waqt ic-Carimonyi

hed jinghata d-Dotterat Honoris Causa

ll-komiéita ta’ Roberto Benigni fl-aqwa taghha

Rapporti: Annette Vella u Fabian Demicoli — Ritratti: Guido Farrugia u Michael Ellul

Wagqt éerimonja fil-Knisja tal-Gizwiti, il-Belt li matulha Roberto Benigni, direttur u awtur Taljan ta’
fama internazzjonali, inghata d-Dottorat Honoris Causa fil-Letteratura mill-Universita ta’ Malta, ma

nagsitx il-komiéita li hu maghruf ghaliha dan l-attur rebbieh ukoll ta” I-Oscar.

War i ¢-cerimonja bdiet bl-Innu
Nazzjonali Malti mill-Orkestria’ |-
L il " ta, Kien imiss 1i
Ighaddi I-messagg wghha Glora Lauri-
Lucente, Senior Lecturer l-Universitd

Malta biex jipprezentalu 1-Grad tad-
Daottorat fil-Letteratura.

F mument minnhom ma nagsics
ukoll it-tghanniga tipika u lill-
President L Ita, Eddie ech
Adami. u sal itra £ hin minnhom
nizel gharkubbiejh quddiem il-
President i 1i lissen 1i hu kien gie
1 jitlob 1-ghajnuna
wara -elezzjonijiet parlamentari f1-
Italja™ 1i saru dan l-ahbar,

Roberto Benigni kellu reazzjoni ta’
iment hekk Kif wasal il-mument li
a d-Dottorat, hekk kif bil-lingwa
altija qal. “1-lally, il-lallu!™ Fil-bidu
tad-diskors, hu staarr bil-Malti 1i kellu
galbu qed thabbat u kellu bzonn ¢

Kontinwament Beni
lill-poplu Malti bil-li
li rrefera ghas-sbuhija 1al-gZejjer
Maltin.

Wara, hu ta bidu ghal diskors deskritt
] dwar Dante.
kmieni wara nofsinhar, il-
karattru ta” Benigni hareg aktar fil-
beruh Flaggha personali mal-gumalisti.
Hu fisser il-hajja mimlija bis-sabih u -
ikrah taghha. Izda, ghal Roberto
Benigni, il-hajja hi k Ija kontin-
wa, fejn jimex -haga
poiittiva Ii jista’ j ajta dwarha
u biha.

Din hi l-ewwel darba li Roberto
Benigni zar Malta; izda i Kliemu stess

.

isiby 1 l-pajjiz hu mill-isbah b*lingwa 1i
tighor fiha l-ishah affarijict tal-lingwi
kollha Ii jsawruhi. Dan wasslu biex fil-
it sighat 1 kien ilu Malta ighallem fit
mill-vokabulirju Malti wmnt limeta
dahal fis-sala fejn Kienu ged ji
il-fowgrfi v I-camers
Kif ukoll diversi gum.
lil dawk ta’ quddiemu
Minnufih beda jughmel
komici i hu maghruf g
kwazi jitkellem mal-I
diemu. Frit wam nste

ongu habilby
soltu mossi

hawn fil-pajjiz, fosthom San
|-Bahar, Bormla, il-Birgu, is-
wi, B'Kara.
Roberto Benigni jins:
stedina 1i saritly mi
A-Universiti ta” Malia,
li pproponiet u ressget it-talb:
jinghata |-Honoris Causa ghax-xoghol
tieghu u l-imhabba 1i ghandu lejn i
ivina Commedia ta’ Dante Al
Tant, li ged jimexxilu jwassal il-
apulavur ta’ dan il-kittieb famuz
jan fost il-pubbliku, u b’hekk id-
1 Commedia ma tibgax kapulavur
letterarju li jitgawda biss mill-istudjuz
u l-istudenti Li xi darba jew ohra kell-
hom jistudjawha.

Mistoqsi minn In-Nazzjon liema hu
I-progeti li ged jahdem fuquissa u fiz-
zmicn li gej, Roberto Benigni gabad
ma' suggeriment Ii kien ghadu kemm
sar mill-Professur Robert Hollander
biex Benigni stess jahdem il-parti a®
Dante Alighieri fkummiedja dwar
Dunte Alighieri. Meta kien mistogsi
jekk jithajjarx jaghmel film " Malta.
qal li jekk isib storja adatta ghal
film gdid jikkunsidra lil Malia, dejjem
jekk din tinkwadra fil-kitba.

Roberto Benigni fi tmiem ié-&erimonja, u_ fl-isfond il-Professur John Rizzo Naudi, il-Kancilliar
ta" I-Universita ta” Malta, u -Prof Dominic Fenech, id-Dekan tal-Fakulti ta” Arti

Kull min iscgwi sew lil Roberto
Benigni jafu bhala bniedem dejjem
jiccajia, ida mistogsi jekk il-hajja
ghalih hix ¢ajia kontinwa, hu gal 1i bhal

“kull baiedem iehor jehaddi minn

mumenti emozzjonali: imma dejjem
ifitiex xi haga komika biex tkompli
tmexxih il quddiem.

Fil-konferenza ta” l-ahbarijiet, il-
komiku Taljan ma nagasx li jaghti botta
lill-politika Taljana u gal li ilwaqt 1i
Malta ghandha ordni tal-kavallieri, fl-
Italja hemm biss Kavallier wiched,
Silvio Berlusconi. Hu zied 1i kieku
jista’ jighor armata ta” kavallieri u
jaghti s-salt biex inehhi lil Berlusconi
min-nofs. Ma nagsitx ukoll il-battuta

04.23_nazzjon

Kap ' |-
kond Benigni
ieghu meta

kontra Walter Veltroni
Oppozizzjoni N1-1i
dan ressaq il-kandidat
ma jifhem xejn fil-politika.
1l-lejla, intant kull min ihobb il-let-
teratura Taljana m’ghandux jitlef |-
okkazjoni li fis-6.30p ur |-
Universita fejn ikun jista® jisma’ lil
Roberto Benigni jirrecta partijiel
mid-Divina Commedia, u wara jkun
hemm diskussjoni dwar Dante bejn
Benigni v l-istudjuz ta” Dante,
Robert Hollander. Min ma jilhagx
post fis-Sala Temi Zammit ta’ |-
Universitd se jkollu l-opportunita
xorta jsegwi l-attivith fug maxi-
screen li se jitiella’ f-Atriju Vassalli.

li
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Minn CHARMAINE CRAUS

rriehi ta’ Roberto Benigni

@ Ftit sieghat biss gabel ma
nghata I-Grad ta” Duttur tal-Let-
teratura (Fonoris Causa) fil-
Knisja ta’ I-Universita l-Belt Val-
letta, l-attur komiku Taljan Ro-
berto Benigni indirizza konfe-
renza ta’ l-ahbarijiet fl-Augla
Magna, limatulhaspikka s-solitu
stil ferriehi tieghu li jwaqqa”
kollox ghaz-zufjett.

Matul is-siegha u nofs li Be-
nigni dam jitkellem mal-gurna-
listi, dawn ma tawx Kaz izjed in-
noti li kienu geghdin jiktbu
fughom, izda qaghdu jsegwu 1-
ispettaklu li hareg minn fommu.

Qabel pogga fug il-mejda flim-
kien malf)l'?ﬁi\gfzssur Rnbjedrt Hol-
land, li huwa l-awtur fat-traduz-
zjoni ta’ ‘La Divina Commedia’,
Roberto Benigni écajta wkoll mal-
fotografi u tahom opportunita
tajba biex jigbdulu diversi ritratti
jippoza. Roberto Beningi, 1i din
kienet l-ewwel Zjara tieghu
FMalta, gal li din kienet gurnata
spedjali hafna ghalih. Huwa
fahhar lil Malta, u gal li‘jinsab
emozzjonat ' dinil-gZzira antika bi
storja u lingwa ghaliha. “Si
respira una bellezza”, Ziedl jghid
Benigni, fil-waqt li kkummenta li

I-lingwa taghna hija tant sabicha
lijkollu aptitjagbadha wjitfaghha
fi platt biex jikolha! Fafna drabi,
Benigni beda jitkellem fugq kollox
‘minbarra fuqil-mistogsijali ssirlu
u l-ahhar parti tal-kumment

tieghu tkun mistoqsija ohra biex
~ ifakkruh fuq xiex kellu jwiegeb!

Difficli tiddistingwi jekk
Benigni jkunx qieghed jitkellem
bis-serjeta jew le, ghax narawh
kull fejn narawh dejjem bl-istil
uniku tieghu, Dwar dan I-
orizzont stagsieh jekk hemmx
mumenti matul hajtu li jgieghluh
jibki bid-dwejjag u mhux
bemozzjoni, Ghalkemm Benigni
kkummenta li din kienet mistoq-
sija kommoventi hafna u li mis-
sithu galbu, xorta rnexxielu jdah-
haq lil dawk kollha prezenti bil-
kummenti tieghu. -ftit mumenti
li fihom isserja wkoll irmexxielu
jdawwarhom f'¢ajta, anke bil-
mod kif beda jipprova jippro-
nunzja l-ismijiet ta’ gurnalisti 1i
ghamiulu l-mistoqsijiet.

Mistogsi jekk il-hajja ghalih
hijiex sabieha biss, izda wkoll
¢ajta, Benigni qal li kemm-il
darba "hajtu, bhal kulhadd, jiguh
mumenti Koroh, izda huwa dej-

jem jipprova jsib xi haga komika
f’dawn il-mumenti biex izom-
muh ghaddej.

Benigni pprova jippronunzja
wkoll ismijiet ta’ lokalitajiet
f'Malta biex jistieden lill-pub-
bliku jattendi ghal serata ‘dan-
tesca’ li fiha llejla se jinterpreta
siltiet minn ‘La Divina Com-
media’ kif ukoll ghal diskussjoni
bejnu u bejn Robert Hollander,
laggha li se tkun miftuha ghall-
pubbliku minghajr hlas.

Matul il-konferenza ta’ l-ah-
barijiet, ma naqsux ukoll botti
dwar il-politika Taljana. Benigni
qal li ma jiddejjaq xejn ikun
wiehed mill-Kavallieri Maltin
peress li fl-Italja hemm biss
kavallier wiehed, b'referenza
ovvja ghal Silvio Berlusconi.

Mistogsi fejn jara lilu nnifsu
’La Divina Commedia’, Benigni
wiegeb li probabbilment ikun fl-
infern, fil-waqt li kkummenta li
jistghu jitfghuh fejn iridu basta
jkun ‘il boghod ‘minn Silvio Ber-
lusconi. Ma nagasx ukoll kum-
ment dwar il-Kap ta’ -Oppoziz-
zjoni Taljan Walter Veltroni, i
skond Benigni ma jifhem xejn fil-
politika!

charmaine.crans@gmail.com

04.23_orizzont
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ni was not spared the trademark hear
ng actor and director
Degree of Doctor of
of Malta on the
a touch of humour
= Matthew Mirabelli

President Eddie Fencch Ads
hug and ant
Roberto Benigni during the conferment
Literature (Honeris Cansa) by the Unive
passionate Dante scholar, who added more tha
1o the solemn event, Story on page 4 Phi

04.23_times

49



University honours
refugee’ Benigni

Fiona Galea Debono

3 sctor, director and sereenwriler
Robero Benigni added mone than a dose of com-
edy to the otherwise formal atmosphere at the
Jesuits! Church in Vallett when he accepted the
honorary degree of Doctor of Literature, con-
ferred on him by the Unive ol‘MnImmtcr-
day,

The “neo doctor’” - s he proudly described
himselflaer - indulged in his fair share of trde-
mark bear hugs during the solemn event and not
cven President Eddic Fenech Adami was
his public display of affection,
Bemgni is renowned fo embark on i the most
daring and pnexpectod of siuations.

Mro Beni rambled off the podium,
where, in o dig at Prime Minister Silvio Berfus-
coni, he had just said he was a refugee in M.
following the recent I.]n.|ll\'l\l|l 13
down o his knees at the s foct and call-
ing outs *Glivmuni, ghinaar (help me, helpme).

None of the distinguished guests could keep

a sinight fuce in tlic presence of the slapstick
comedian and his comi ilexpressions, which
recalled his hilarmous roles i Lol Stecehing
and i Mosive, fore ale.

Mro Benigni (or doctor) was honouted by the
docume Honoris Curi, sponsored by the Dein
ofthe Faculty of'Arts, on w 4
brought over, in recognition of his “indefutign-
ble vibruncy und enduring versatility as film
director and actor that has won him broad and
deserved international acell

“Benigni has revived with compassi
and rigour the ancient art of recitation
Inmul,h his Lecturae Dantis, 1o which he alsa
pand a critical

insight th

whichhas resulied in making
(i Commedia onee more accessible 1o the
puhlin.

“His contribution o Dante seholarship, 10/the
study of literature and 1o the humanities mrurA
ally is comy ted by w imiue exy

notional range possible in cinema,” th'
niversity said.
Deputy Dean of Illc I Gulty of ;\H\ Gilori
i v

Mro Benigni during the mnftrmvul of the honorary degree by University Rector Juanito Camilleri. On Prof. Camilleri's right is Dominic

Fenech, Dean of the Faculty of Arts.

waved fi Iy, sath childlike enil
During the initial part of the cercmony, hie sat
uncharacteristically sull and calm, bui dmg up
1o the actual conferment of the Homoris Cairsa,
whieh saw him playing the fool in his typical,
hemonous manner and acting mnfu:-cd and lost
duning the dignificd p

Behaving as though he was lakim:ﬂnck when
he was made 10 wear the toga, he proceeded to
play around with its dangling sleeves, shuking
them in the air, and usv!ﬁy panicked when the
cap was placed on his head.

Butwords cannol describe the comedian's

Lauri-Lucente strurmental in b
inge Mro Benigni to M<l|HL and wis on the receiv-
uq.cnd ol his affection 100, described him in her
amtion as having * bmua.h[ 1o the arts and the
humanities a tragicomic genius, which has been
uniquely able 1o commumicate the bearable, as
well as the unbearable lightness of being, win-

ver 1o the view that fa vita ¢ b«rrlhh.

1.
Without a tie and wearing a Veneck under his
suit, hanging on a thin fmluc. M:o Benigni

-

L or his p speech, which
bmkc out in Maltese, Exaggerating his emotions
and acting overwhelmed, he wld the audicnee

that “qalbi thabba ﬁufm (miy heart is beating
Lnl!. calling for a doctor and repeatedly yelling

“illallu”, the Maltese version of Teaiin
i,

The true orator that he is spoke for 20 min-
ubes, almost withoul 4 pause for breath, about
and his La Divina Commedia. His words
ring belween the comic and the serious,

hove

04.23

1 and religi

Phoro: Matthew Mivabelli

Hollander and tus wife Jean, who are also in

they were not short of'f
mnuendos.

His passionane speech, in which he put pocts,
and Dante in particular, on i pedestal; and said
that divinity did not necessarily have (o be
reached through God, resounded | through the
churchand had him frequently wi hesweat
off his hrow.

Mo Benigni said he would be clemally grate-
ful 1o the Maltese for the unforgettable experi-
ence and concluded with a recitation of two of
Dante’s sonnets for which his tone of voice
change drastically, before he walked out
church 1o the soundtrack of hi
La vita & bella, which saw
prised,

Mro Benigni then progressed to the |
Cultural Institute where he innugurated
exhibition ofillustrations by the ariist Monika
Beisner that embellish a unique and luxurious
translation into English of La Divina
Commedia.

The limited-cdition publication in three vol-
umes is by the eminent Dante seholar Roberi

8

1 pleasantly sur-

times

Malta, and have Mro Benigni on
the dissemination of knowledge about Dante
waorldwide.

At the preview, Mro Benigni, who prefic
the Hollanders® puhh i
illustetions, some of which were
Beisner in Gozo, saving he wa
¢ there,
ou mlm like that in Goza, it s an island
" e said du n;.ln-nhml crually
5 riormance’ of the d
eiifmant Beafgmona™, he
10 serafal danfescd on
essflil series of Tt Dante
TV ILis being hLI‘l at
30

lul 1o buy a

During thi
treating the Univ
the lines of his s
ru.rl'onn.m ces on [t
the Universi
. today, : npus main
quadrangle is 1 up () pcht.l the perfor-
mance for the public.

The event is a one-olf oppariunity o witness
Mm Bcnl;_ nterpret and comment on Dante’s

La Divina Compmedia and carry out his recita-
tion by heart of the kst canto of the Paradiso.

Benigni’s canto on anything

from Dante to Berlusconi

Fiona Galea Debono

Roberto
broke the ice
fits of laug
single wor
conference yesterday

Mmhmk\ and |'u s were pul
aside !0 Wi

answe rtd qm:«ln-n'
humorows butintell
would almost in
question on what the question was.

Referring to the jou ists by
Mro Benigni took the Mickey
of everything, cracking up the

fioor. He babbled'on, ten to the dozen
(throwing in‘the odd Maltese word
mnd evenvillage nume), claiming (o
Tave lost his triin of thought but
never the atiention

The few s
appeired seriou
i joke,
micaning hidden in everything he said.

Tht press conference, prior o the

his Li Divina Commuedia, with inter-
nioa  ventions by the ¢
cholar Robert Hollander, Mo
Benigni's passion was expressed in
the fact that he wanted to “jump on™
Dante and “make 10ve™ to the book.

Dante s

i his andience,

i which he
ibly tumed into
although there was a decp

conferment of the hon-
e, was dominated by the
¢ poet and

nent inlemational

placed him —

The actor/direcior spoke about the -~ hell
lity — or impossibility - of
n{-m,ul-\ \ml ofit, also will' nol

the eredit for a *personal and origi-
nal™ idea that had just boen proposed
by Prof. Hollander.

Mro Benigni compared his reac-
tion o the conferment of the hon-
legree 1o the time when he was
nominited for 1In, Oscar for the

Is

highlight of his life.
Asked where Dante would have
heaven, purgaiory, or

of the new

conierence,

iiful, but insisted
by no means the

he joked that he had never
been asked such a question and conld
nswer, but would have expected
to be asked where he would have put

and medin tycoon and did not
hesitate 1o refer o him at the press
ing Malia bad the
Knights of the drcder of St John bt
Tialy only had one “cavalien”.

it could be understood whether he
had serious intentions,

Acting out La Divina Commedia
with the late Massimo Troisi, with
whom he had eslurrcnl in' (1985},
would have been o “spectacle par
excellence”, hesaid, .1 ding that he
really missed the agtor, and breaks
ing ko a recitntion of a et as it
would have sounded had this iwa
been performing it

Mro Benigni has cmha;kcﬁ
a quest to bring Dante, and poetry,
to people through' his immense
popularity, but he insisted hiswas
by oo means a “mission” io

He said it would be ex

04.23_times

to shoot a film in Malta but went or\"
on unother colourful tangent before  loved.

i I " the man in the and
that he was simply doing wh-lhe
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Benigni’s debut in

Malta:

ANNALIZA BORG

“Sara’ Ia mia prima volta a
Malta. Inhobbkom Hafnal”

This was Benigni's opening
address o’ the Serata
Dantesca during which the
Italian scholar yesterday
evening entertained a large
audience at the Sir Tenmi
Zommit Hall, University of
Malta.

President Edward Fenech
Adami attended this perfor:
mance together with several
members  of Parliament,
Members of the University
Senate, lecturers and stu-
dents, All those who did not
make it into the University
Halleould watch the show by
means of a maxi-soreen set
up at University's Main
Quadrangle.

The show kicked off after a
brief introduction by Faculty
of Arts Deputy Dean Gloria
Lauri-Lucente, followed by
soveral Alm excerpts high-
lighting Benigni's work. The
audience resorted to a stand-
ing ovation as Roberto

Benigni jumped ecstatically
while making his way onto

Roberto Benigni discissing o point with Professor

the stage.

The show was performed in
three parts: An introductory
dialogue hetween Benigni
and  Professor  Robert
Hollander, Benigni's one-

oift to us

at tha L

man =how explainming the
Divina Commedia and his
recitation of 'Ultimo Canto
dal Paradiso.

Professor Hollander and his
wife Jean Hollander are the
authors of the new illustrat-
ed translation of Dante's
Divina Commedia.

Prof, Hollander nmd that he

though it ‘was utterly clear
the actor had no difficulty in
answering them. The actor
habitually resorted to ques:
tion Prof Hollander on the
actual question without giv:
ing direct answors.
Durmg the

% exp]mned how diffi-
cult ante’s wnl.mr.{ was to
be understeod. Lines from La

evening,

was going to test B an
orden to conclude whether he
truly merited the honoris
cansa Doctorate of Literature
Degree confarred to him last
Taesday. The duoiresorted to
an intelligent dialogue dur-
ing which Bengni widely
*interacted with the audi-
ence.

Yesterday's i dad

Diving Cammedia ure, “most.
famous, most grand and most
memorable 1n world poetry
because they are impressive,”
Benigni said.

Benigni's clear recitation of
L'Utimo Canto. in Dante’s
Paradiso madé even those
who do not understand the
realise the nuture

not take the usual role but
presented himselfl as the
Inquisitor of Malta. Benigni
was constantly  asking
(armeln the cameraman to
help him answer the ques
tions posed to him, even

of the poetry. Tt includes all
aspects of literature af large,

“La bellezza nasce ferribil-
mente,” Benigni said. “The
beauty of life that comes
from God is instilled in
everyone. The Holy Spirit is

04.24_themaltaindependent

FPhotos Ben Borg Cardona

Godd's hreath of love. This is
the breath of life”, Benigni
said while explaining the
beautiful concept.

Such notions surely st off
traing of thoughts inall those
present at the Sermtu
BDantesca.  Words  cannot
express the meaningful per-
formance. This really amus-
ing person can surely reach
people and teach literature in
mast modern wavs.

Unfortunately, not all pre-
sent adhered to the rules
that did not allow pho-
tographs, videos clips or
recordings to be taken.
During  the performance,
ringing mobile phones and
camera flashes were a sure
disturbance to all those
deeply interested in the sub-
ject, if not to Benigni himself.

Benigni was again com-
mended with a rather long
standing ovation at the end

of the show. oo
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Roberto Benigni f'La Divina
Commedia fl-Universita

L-Artist Taljan Roberto
Benigni I-bierah filghaxija

ta wirja mill-agwa fin-Notte
Dantesca li pprezenta
fl-Universita ta’ Malta fost
applawsi kbar u twal li jtarrxu.

Benigni kien milqugh minn applaws kbir hekk
kif tela® fuq il-palk, mill-mijiet li kien hemm jis-
tennewh fis-sala fl-Universita, v mill-folla Kbira li
kienet ged issegwi l-ispettakiu minn barra fug big
screen,

Fil-bidu tac-cerimonja ntwera feature qasir bl-
ahjar mumenti tac-cinema ta’ l-attur Taljan, fos-
thom siltiet minn La vita ¢” belfa,il-film 1i bih
rebah il-prestigjuz oscar.

Roberto Benigni tella” interpretazzjoni ta” La
Divina Commedia ta" Dante, flimkicn ma" Robert
Hollander, l-attur rinomat ghall-imhabba tieghu
ghax-xoghol ta” Dante.

Roberto Benigni, bhalma ghamel tul il-g
ta” nhar it-Tlieta, ghazel i jicéajta ma® kulhadd,
bih innifsu, jagbez u jizfen fuq il-palk.

Ma nagasx ukoll li jsemma [il kulhadd il-hafna
kliem bil-Malti 1i 1ghallem sa issa din l-ewwel
zjara tieghu " Malta.

L-attur Taljan 1i £ Malta wkoll ircieva mill-
Universiti ta” Malia d-Dottorar Honorias Causa
fil-Letteratura, ha sehem ukoll fdiskussjoni ma’ 1-
istudjuz 1a® Dante Robert Hollander.

L-attur Taljan Roberto Benigni' flimkian ma’ Robert Hollander, |-attur rinomat ghall-imhabba tieghu
ghax-xoghol ta’ Dante (Ritratt: Michael Ellul)

04.24_nazzjon
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Students and scholars were yesterday
Benigni combined clowning with cult
with silent awe as he took to the Un
La Divina Commedia in a spectacle t

ted 1o a desson of alifet
linguistics with body |
rsity's stage (o share his p
captivated th i !

04.24 times

me when Roberto
age and laughier
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Outstandin:

We are all unique, but some peoplé are more
unique than others.

Italian actor Roberto Benigni was in Malta this
week to be bestowed with the doctorate of litera-
ture (honoris causa) by the University of Malta.
And, true to his fame, his public appearances
were characterized hy funny and hilarious
moments, intérspersed with others that brought
out the intelligence of a man who is inimitable in
all that he does.

His reaction when he won the Oscar for the [ilm
La Vita e’ Bella (Life is beautiful) is, and will
remain, one of the most remembered moments in
the history of the cinema. Well, the film itself 1s
one of the best ever to be produced, as the way
Benigni plays with the public’s emotions on such
a sad subject as World War IT is something that
can only he described as extraordinary.

Likewise, those who had the chance to be pre:
sent for Benigni's performance during the Serata
Dantesca held at the University theatre last
Wednesday —both in his conversation with Dante
expert Professor Robert Hollander and in his
monologue afterwards — will treasure those two
hours for the rest of thair lives.

04.24_times

The man has the ability to make others laugh in
whatever he does. Each time he is on stage — and
Ttalian personalitics like Pippo Baudo and
Raffaella Carm have had their fgur share of his
stunts — he manages to captivate hiz audiences
with a behaviour %ml. 15 outside the norm.

Nobody ever knows what Benigni will come up
with, although something unexpected always
seems to happen when he is around. His facial
expressions, the way he plays around with his
arms and his body language are all part of a char-
acter that always manages to bring about a smile.

Who would have the guts to act the way he did
during the graduation ceremony last Tuesday?
Who would knecl d.own in front of President Eddie
Fenech Adami and plead for political asylum?
Who would then pub{lcly embrage the President

‘the way Benigni did?

But there is ancther side to Benigni which
emerged at the University last Wednesday. And
this is the skill of an actor who simplified a com-
plicated work of art such as Dante Alighieris
Divina Commedia in such a way as to make it
more down to earth to those hundreds that gath-
ered inside and outside the Sir Temi Zammit Hall

performance

at Tal-Qroqy, before reciting, hy 'heart and from
his heart, L'Ultimo Cantoin an outstnmlmg per-
formance.

It is no wonder that he was grunted a st.nndmg
ovation by 0 mesmerised audience,

Literature is often thought to be annoying and
boring, but people like Benigni can bring it to life.
The way he explained each and every verse could
be transposed into images that made Dante's
work so easily understood. Noeffort needed to be
made to literally imagine what Dante wanted to
explain through what Benigni was saying.

-}é? ‘was alone on stage, but it was like watching
a film.

What was unfortunate is that some of those pre-
sent did not adhere to the rules as explained
before the evening started, and kept on taking
photos throughout and left their mobile phones
switched on, often disturbing the actor, and this
eyen after they were reprimanded by the ushers.

It was yet another example of how undisciplined
we can be, and we must be thankful that Benigni
did not just walk off the stage as the cameras

kept on flashing and mobile phones kept on

ringing.

04.25_ themaltaindependent
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ROBERTQIBENIGNI
Little devil and ores S

04.26_times

56



Benigni in paradise

It started as the day was ending. The public sal or stood
outside the lecture theatre in the light of the setting sun and

Catherine Sinclair Galea

the beginnings of an evening breeze. Coloured ph p
of ltalian verse and its translation were distributed to the
audience outside who watched a large sereen hopefully and
10 the other guests ensconced within who watched the stage
for the emergence of the ltalian actor and lmmaker.
Afterad ic introduction to the ing. e
by Gloria Lauri Lucente, the audiences watched clips of
Roberio Benigni's films and his performances. Nothing,
however, prepared the viewers for the emergence of the poet-
artist who provided first a burlesque show in Maltese, Talian
and English ns he enacted the role of stumped scholapwith
the venerated Dantean scholar Robert Hollander and then
swifily donned the cap of an erudite impassioned lecturer
enunciating Dante’s verse .'!J'l.d vocabulary.

1

‘... through (Roberto) Benigni’s
recitation, scholarly
interpretation and Dantean -
inspiration merge.’

God (pronounced by Dante himself as being the author of
the cantos, though the gods and muses had inspired it) is
described by Mr Benigni as an bl habl
great being who dwells among us all, omniscient (and
seeing a range of things; the great mechanism of an
insect's wings as well as acons of existences and
contemporary happenings), has His name uttered by new-
born babes in their i and b palpable by
those in love and those on a journey such as the poet’s (o
find themselves.

In a moment, through Mr Benigni's recitation, scholarly
interpretation and Dantean inspiration merge. All Summa,
all saints, all beings, all desires, cease, There is, as St

Augustine describes, that great cessation of searching
when the true meeting takes place. The audience, along

seéne and the dramatisation of a student cleverly

T phy, Greek my
theology, the role of women and the Mother of God, the
obscure and the obvious; & macrocosm in a microcosm of the
carefully selected word or phrase —apparently experienced
and deeply understood by Mr Benigni himself.

Just as minutes earlier he had the audience riveted by his

a p of an overt lack of sudy, now the contrast
emerged as starkly as the night sky.

As the birds voci ly recited their to their
beds in the trees lining the campus, the inspiration of the
medieval poet played its God-given verse through its humble
but capable ltalian instrument who delivered a melodious

lition of the canto from Dante's Paradise. Aler the

use of Maltese, b provi { gh quoting
Balzac's admonition of never joking with poctry), the
drawing in of Carmelo, the cameraman, into his mise en

eritique of the verse, much of it sounded familiar and
pleasant to follow.

04.26_times

with Mr B i and Dante, taste an epiphapy. The
coloured fairy lights perched in the Malia University trees
sparkle. Realisation shines. A sense of paradise dawns. A
thunderous applause follows.

While following the rule of not recording or filming the
delivery, for most of us among the audience this was a
memorable evening.

The sound of Mr Benigni speaking Dante left an
indelible resonance in the hearts of the Maltese present at
the University on April 23, 2008,
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italian comedian, actor and director Roberto Benigniwas in

Malta this week, during which time-he received an honoris causa

in recognition of his ‘indefatigable vibrancy and enduring
versatility as film director and actor that has won him broad
and deserved international acclaim'. However, as always,
he indulgedin his trademark antics and clowning, as
TONY CASSAR DARIEN witnessed first-hand

A3 i ha clown's wonl, the hifarity
acme, whan in front of the.

opaning credits by jumping behind tha.
and i agparsat
glow *Barlusconi has rosigned|”. The

enmmmuslvm recior and

N iha bradition of the
| and jnaters who masted wiy Dack e
the ancient Ghinese dynasties. in
4 ine ampizes of Egypt, Groece ard
R and ausn in he days of the ncas,
Fabarlo Benigni first Bl the news by
shocking the puilic.

it vm:ﬂoﬂ RAIZ's Onci Libava, hosted
try tha populii miFicsan Renzo Arbare
what bt ingarpreted his LTams del compa
scio fambom of the maliing bacyl o

Benigni was B uy paid up membar,
was uniexpecledly dinghad fike a
marionetts ot & pubiic positical
damonstration sfier boing surprsed in

1) aembrace by the comading. Benigni
wars also cansornd for calling Fope John
Pai 1, Wptyindeia, meaning o bad
Wojtyla, thiting an impodtant feseviskn

show,

In Detober 2005, ha parformes on
pranphy sirpleass oo ks news
shirt and

satincal
delecation, Soon after, Evirico

Bariingued, e than respectad naticonal
Iender of he Comimunist party, of which

‘works without lwnh'lng l||l be:uﬂhi
‘wife Nicaletta Braschi,
w‘nnlng La Vita ¢ Baila ll.lfl l;Bumll\.d;

day before, in Rome, ha flod a crowd of Benigni A hi

housands in mlestel!nc hmdmhm‘l mll!u\umnnlnc

funding budgs! M:!bpuronm. ocwr-numcln-riy nmmd.nllhu
of clown’ . albalt In jast, of &

irroverent s 2 fove

here is somathing that is very canluries.

raminiscont of his compatricd, that other on

clowning jester, 1he Nobel prize winnes
Dagig Fa. Alter all, thay ane birds of tha
sama feather!

Bensgni’s Tuesdny's foo programmn
pariormance at the Jesulls’ Church in

‘Wedneaday, for the Dante's do al

the Assembly Hall, at Tal-Qroqq, Prof,

known
Inlnmaﬁnnnl'\f. Hlo Mlnwl
mal L on Earth,
The Son of ihe PIM Panl.ha!. and Coffes
and Clgarettes were nol hot box-office

atuff.

draping It gyer the newscasler's
shodldars - Prior o this incident Barignl
nisd afrendy hacked the programsna s

nat abde (o repeal his Vita succass with
r Assorix and Otwolix vs Caasar, his

pear. mt rating on the influential Rotlen
Toemaloas silo,

Of course thes will nat deter Banigni
Trom doing what he doos best, tha is

His
oy his long-lasting callaboraticn with
scriptaritar Vincenzo Cerami, whose
t ful films Inchude §

Bob Hollander,

lo. the
siood in fof some of the bianks which
Invartably nesd o ba addressad in any

Vatlotta, during the
ceremony of the Do:lmam of Literature

'arfe scenario, All alang

Piceals D fih Waller Matthai.
Johnny Stecehina and I Masto,
O coursa Banigni became.

one is armazed at 9y

intornationally knawn with Lo Vita &
Belly, seven Academy

(honaris causa), w into
lmpﬂwl.ﬂ nwalm raalunm; pure
belter

the voica, it dictates the ever shifting
4 the acior, and il farmulaies

known alllur As wiss the unexpecied

the backckalh aurs on which rests the
artist i

of Malta's

cifizens, President Eddée Fanech
Adami and Archbishop Paul Cremona,
whao found thamatves domwn like
pawns into the comedian's. comical
Impromgtu skelch, targeting among
olhers. s pat hate of old. 1he newly

minrdid (ki Betene Rl Clhin

nd ance you chance 1o fook, you snd
up well and inily hooked: for thess
cowning jestars hava Iha ability to
msmarisa thair audiances unkl the
hatter colld litarally eal out of thalr
hands.
e e

ions in 1585, 1

ol T fi oeaF sixsical
scons (Nicola Piovani) and best sctor for
Banignk. Again tha film rmcaivaed a
«certain amount of criticism aimed at
Benignis “lsughing ol everylhing™
wyndroeme, which this time round,
atfected

jasters of yore in
scourging authority and upholding the
dignity of the cowntroddan. For like all

9
Bnigni doas much mare than make us
laugh. He hints at the hope of achieving
the impoasible.

Whan facad with starvalion, these
avargien jesters find food, even f it's a
dirty shoe. and ke Chaplin, they tum it
inko & banquet. [ the face of mmiliation
thay find dignity (which ks what the Vita
Academy Award s really all nbeut)
When faced with tyraney they find
poetic justice,

Eonigni's type of virtuosity. witnessed

Malla

H Benigrii minded auch criticism. he
i fir

oK. gives fim the nexibily o defy

cartainky refrain
-mm gmﬂy wum nallnhl he marched
s Al

e i
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Thatis why Ihesa wooderul clowns,

Ranbnnitika manans i nal i frm falls
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Benignh
of the hu

SCRAMELING audience fought its

« way into lake aseat in Sir Temi

& Zammit Hall at the University of
Malta where Roberto Benigni, now Dr
Benigni, was lo performin a literary
evening on Danle alongside eminant
Danla scholar, Prol. Robert Hollander
from Princeton University, described by
Benigni himself as the person who
knows most about Dante in the whole
world.

Benigni walked in after an energetic
introduction by Gloria Lauri-Lucenis and
a viewing of a montage of clips from
various films of his. Stage centred, with
open ams and a translucent smile,
Benigni look on the position that best
personifies him: an open, life-loving,
oulward-reaching actor, or, rather than

dll

Dante, it provided a comic background {o
the more serious; as well as beautiful,
theme of their conversation drawn from
“the greatest poam of humanity®, Dante’s
Divine Comady: in invoking beauty, true
freedom is 10 be found. This theme,
crafted through the poetic images he
crealed, made Dante the visionary that
Benlgni truly beligved him to be. *I'd like
to know what he took.” he joked; “loday
we lake ecstasy, bul I'd like to know what
Dante ate to have such animagination®.

Always playful, yet toned down from
his comic exuberance, Benigni again
took solo stage to give & most detailed
commentary of the last canto from
Paradiso (Heaven). He moved through
the canto, describing the emelions and
bewilderment he faltin the face of its

at diff stages in life. The

actor, person who m to

Ihose qualities even'in his acting.
“Inhobbkom (| love you),” he repeatediin
Malt tlacti warming up the
audience with his use of the language. °|
send you back the love you send me
centiplied,” he joked reverting back to
Italian.

His playfuiness maved batween
differant realms of the comic: the sexual
as well as the scholarly. As he himsaif
stressed, however, he was playing, nol
joking. | wonder if he was pointing to
much of the press coverage surrounding
his visit this week thal seems to have
missed this important distingtion. He
does not take life as a joke; rather he
plays with the nuances and
Jjuxtapesitions of the emotions that life
avokes, a theme thal is recurrent in his
work.

His dialogue with Prof. Hollander used
Benigni's freshly bestowed honoris
causa to create a comic structure where
the professor was testing the worthiness
of the student in his knowledge of Danie.
While allowing for the audience lo learn
some light-hearted trivialities about

p of the i it
implied thatare inherant in rel
belief made it awe-inspiring to him. He
took on a child's energy as ha pointed to
thes ease with which children belleve, and
the joy he felt as a child to read his name
in the poem that described the Madonna
as “benign”.

He then moved Lo imitate child speak,
showing us the child we become in the
face of God as depicled in the poem. It
was with-awe that he showed us what
Dante made him see: he performed the
all-sightedness of God who sees
Caesar, and the horse he rode on, and
the nail of the horse’s shoe, and the
grass on which this horse trod, and such
detail at every instance of space and
time; he performed the eternal fixation
that God has with Our Lady, showing us
that from the beginning of time God saw
the beauty of this woman from whom he
wanied to be made bul in trepidation
waited to ask her for this possibility,
giving her the freedom to choose even
though he knew thal “women sometimes
say no’.

The beauty of the images woven out of
the contradictions of faith were porirayed
alongside the love for life, the overview
of life that the view from Heaven allowed,
as well as the realisation thal when we
are born, the only thing we have is life,

It was on these foundations that he
ended “the trivialities through which we
show our affection to each other”, to
mave to “the fact of the poem’, rendering

mage to the beauty

its musicality to an audience whose
experience of recited Danle cannol be a
COMMON Occurrence.

Thus, through his homage to Dante,
Benigni paid homage to the Madonna, to
life, and to the beauty of the human.

Louise Ghirlando

04.26_times
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Illallu!! Inhobbkom hafna !!

Roberto Benigni on stage

Hundreds of people gathered at the Msida University campus last Wednesday to

celebrate the ltalian Oscar winning actor, comedian and director Roberto Benigni

who was given an Honoris Causa by the University of Malta in recognition of
his contribution to the cultural world and the arts. MaltaToday joined the crowd
taking in Johnny Stecchina's Dante.

han Dalli, J ine Rizzo, A
Daniela Greeh and Karl Galoa

Deborah Borg, Francesca Ramernno, Priscilla Musumeci,
Crystelle Cortis, Maria Pia Pace, Rene Colin Magri
and Abigall Camilleri

Dr Michael Zammit David Grech and
and wife Maria Elizabeth Ganado

Martha Vassallo, Melchior Farrugia, 3
Josianne MI:;!!MI and Adrian Borg §

04.27_maltatoday
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KARL SCHEMBRI

AS expected, Roberto Benigni
shook the islands last week when
he stormed from the land of Dan-
te to recite the last canto from
the 700-year-old masterpiece.
Wherever this Oscar-winning
director and comedian goes, his
presence is always a spectacular
circus-like event. Exuberant, and
unpredictable, the maverick [tal-
ian who touched the world with
his film La vita é bella made Mal-
ta dream on his short stay here.

his crazy graduation, calling on
the President Lo grant him politi-
cal asylum from Berlusconi and
tomake him a Knight of Malta as
in Italy there is “only one” and he
happens to be backin power.

The night dedicated to Dante
was the cherry on the cake. His
versatility meant he could switch
from slapstick to the serious re-
cital and explanation of the last
canto from Dante’s paradise in
his impeccable way.

Benigni has managed to popu-

| larise the largely inaccessible

His arrival here is the result of |
the relentless work of Dr Gloria |
Lauri-Lucente, expert of Italian |

and deputy dean of the Faculty of
Arts, Upon learning that the au-
thoritative Dante scholar Robert
Hollander from Princeton Uni-
versity was about to come here
for an exhibition of images from
the Divine Comedy, she did all
she could to get the professor to
convince Benigni to accompany
him here.

The rest is history, as we all wit-
nessed it last week, from Benig-
ni’s bubbly press conference to

poem to the masses as his verse
by verse exposition explains its
universal humanity.

As Hollander put it, Benigni
was risking losing his newly |
earned honorary doctorate after |

| he failed to answer some of his
| pressing questions about one of

the greatest works of literature.

| So he either recited it well, or

he would revert back to Mr Be-
nigni.
With the help of Karmenu, the

| cameramen closest to him un-

| found himself g

der the stage who inadvertently |
ing him crucial |
hints to pass the Hollander test, |

04.27_maltatoday

Benigni promised us all to ex-
port our language to Italy, most
notably our widespread exclama-
tion that can be used in any con-
text, ‘illallu’

Never mind it's a corruption of
the name of God, a euphemism
used by saints and sinners alike;
we will be waiting with bated
breath for Benigni's internation-
alisation of our great word of
surprise.

Meanwhile, we will keep sa-
vouring in our memory that im-
peccable night with the master of
comedy, and of the Divine Com-
edy, which ends with “the Love

that moves the sun and all th
other stars”. Illallu! /
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Roberto Benigni
fMalta

ll-komiku ¢elebri Taljan Roberto Benigni matul din

il-gimgha kien f'Malta fejn inghata d-Dottorat Honoris

Causa fil-Letteratura mill-Universita ta” Malta.

Nhar I-Erbgha li ghadda Benigni ta spettaklu mill-agwa

bl-interpretazzjoni ta’ ‘La Divina Commedia’, flimkien

ma’ Robert Hollander, studjuz famuz ghall-imhabba

tieghu lejn ix-xoghol ta’ Dante Alighieri. ll-gesti

komici ta’ Benigni ferrfiu lill-udjenza kbira li

attendiet mhux biss ghall-ispettaklu ta” nhar

P Y I-Erbgha imma anki ghaé-¢erimonja ta’

N gurnata qabel li matulha nghata d-Dottorat.

f‘( ) (ritratt: Michael Ellul)
]

2 - Ara wkoll pagni 26 u 48

y

04.27_mument
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L-eku taz-zjara ta’

Roberto Benigni f'IVialta

Anna Maria Di Marco
Direttrici ta” I-Istituto ltaliano di Cultura

Konvinta li hafna se jibqghu
jiftakru fil-fiit jiem, izda
intensi, li Benigni gatta® Malta
fit-tul u bi thissima. Mhux qed
nghid dan ghax hu Taljan
bhali izda ghax Benigni hu
tassew persina specjaliu
imprevedibbli: hu ragel ta’ 1-
ispettaklu famuz u forsi
difficli biex tilhqu izda meta
mbaghad ikun fost in-nies
issib li hu persuna semplici u
thossok familjari mieghu tant

Ii jissorprendik. I-Maltin, ir-rabtiet storici u
Nemmen li 1-ghotja tad- kulturali ghadhom hajjin u

dottorat Honoris Causa lil ghandhom gherug fil-fond.

Benigni ghandha sinifikat Benigni ghandu 1-kapacith

importanti ghalina t-Taljani u jﬁehem bi k!km s:mpliéi -

I-Maltin. L- zjazmu li bih ta'

intlaga’ minn folla kbira, I- snwmpmjwt u passjonijiet Ii

attenzjoni li biha smajna 1-
Lectura Dantis fl-Universiti u
I-interess biex tinxtara kopja
illustrata tad-Divina
Commedia li kienet esposta fl-
Tstitut juru li bejn it-Taljani u

Prof. Dominic Fenech
Dekan tal-Fakulta ta’ I-Arti

Kollox beda bil-faunching tat-
traduzzjoni ghall-Ingliz tad-
Divina Commedia minn
Robert uJean Hollander,
ktieb Ii hu illustrat minn
Monika Beisner. Roberto
Benigni kiteb id-dahla 1a® dan
il-ktieh " forma w* Ireea Bl
Dante. Billi Beisner kien se
jkollha wirja fl-Istituto

alfano di Cultira hsiboa i
ghu dawn l-antivitajiet.

Gloria [.wn-[mcnlc id-

tahseb dwar il-possibbilti li

Bn:nigll Malta. [I-kapacity
ta” Benigni fil-Lectura Dantis
i maghrufa. Bdew il- Lilnt:lill

jamminaw il-personaggi ta*
din il-kitba. B'dan il-mod
jaghmel cari u accessibbli 1-
hsibijiet filosofici u teologici
1i bosta drabi fanstu lill-
qarmefja.

Benigni mhux biss kien
interessat li jigi izda anki §i
jaghmel lettura. Hawn hsibna
Ii jkun xierag li
nirringrazzawh tal-gest sabih
tieghu u nirrikonoxxu |-
k-m—ien tieghu LU u

fija billi

Ta' min jghid li dawn humn
i hbich antiki. Ace
lijiguu bdew il-preparamenti.

mgl:luh id-Dottorat Honoris
Catrsa.
Iz-zjara tieghu fosma kienet

na unur kbir

Kumenti migbura minn Doris Azzopardi

Prof. Juanito Camilleri
Rettur ta’ I-Universita’ ta’ Malta

Meta 1-Universiti ta’ Malta,
fuq l-inizjattiva tal-Fakulth ta®
1-Arti, stiednet lil Maestro
Raoberto Benigni biex tonorah
bl-Honoris Causa, ghamlet

" gimgha ta” amtivitajiet
marbuta ma’ l-istudju ta"
Dante. Qasmu maghna 1-gherf’
taghhom il-Professur Rober
Hollnnd:r u Dr Jean

H der, 1i huma fost |

dan bhala ril iment
ghax-xoghol 1i wettag tul il-
karriers tieghu,

Fzda I-Universith xtaget Ii
tkun hi ukoll strument biex 1-
imhabba li Benigni ghandu
ghax-xoghol ta* Dante tinfirex
fost l-istudenti, Lll’ulmll mal-

studjuzi ta’ Dante fid-dinja.
Monika Beisner esprimiet il-
hsibijiet ta” Dante permezz ta’
I-illustrazzjonijiet kneattivi
taghha.

Jiena nemmen li 1-
Liniversith ta” Malta ghandha
* o e

publiku Malti ing:

Kien ghalhekk 1i permezz.
12’ din iz-zjara ta” Benigni, 1-
Universita fethet il-bibien
taghha berah u sawritha

PP P
kollha biex l-istudenti jsibu 1-
milja taghhom, biex jikbru fil-
personalitd u fil-karattru, u
biex ikabbru 1-gherf.

Prof. Oliver Friggieri

I1-laqgha mill-ishah li nghatat
il-hin kollu lil Roberto
Benigni hi ezempju ichor ta’
kenmm il- Np]u \Ia]n

lill-kultura generali. Dan
Jjidher regolarment fil-mod kil
il-Maltin  jaghtu s-sehem
attiv taghhom uctess
hulm.l artistika fil-forom
ell

mn

p.lrwkk}.nlu dagsks
nazzjonuli.

It-teatry hu wiehed mill-
forom ewlenin, u |-prezenza
1" attur ta' klassi gholja bhal
Benigni kellha tabilfors thalli
dan l-effetr specjali.

L et

Kull min ilu jsegwi lil
Roberto Benigni jaf li I-mertu
tieghu jinsab fil-fatt li gabel
ma hu 'mur huwa hu nnifsu.
Kw
ghalfejn jeristi ladarba i~
teatraliti hi don naturali,
inkella ma tista' qatt tkun hila
miksuba. Ghal Benigni 1-ani
ar u l-arti tal-kliem, u 1-
u1| tad-diskors
akkademiku hum:

Hu l-pri 3
innocenza 1i ma tir
esperjenza, id-don ta'
adultezza li ma tixjiehx, il-
kapacitil 1 atwur li bu attur
billi ma jirre¢tax hlief parti
walida: tieghu nnifsu stess.

' Gloria Lauri-Lucente, id-
Deputat Dekan tal-Fakulti ta'
1-Arti fl-Universita, kien
ippremjat kif kien xieraq.

i} 2 tieghy, serju
taht i¢-Cajt, imhasseb taht 1-
idea li I-hajja hi tragikament
sabiha; jekk ma ssirux bhat-
tfal Zghar... ma tidhlux.

Prof Joe Friggieri
Kap tad-Dipartiment tal-Filosofija

Ghall-istudenti, il-professuri
u |-pubbliku generali,
Roberto Benigni offra
esperjenza unika poetika,
spiritwali u pmfnndamcm
religjuia permezz ta' |-
analizi testwali u r-
recitazzjoni ta’ l-ahhar kant
radiso.
Bil-mod kif fisser il-
hsibijiet ta’ Dante fug Alla,
viz

holgien, i Tnnll:\ ur-
Rezurrezzjoni, Benigni
gharaf jipprezenta l-qofol
tat-twemmin u tat-teologija
Misranija b'mod li sela’
Jihmu Kulladd.

04.27_mument

Id-Divina Commedia, anki
minhabba 1i ghaddew kwazi
seba’ sekli minn
I‘uqha m'hijiex test faéli, 11-
qarrej irid ikollu ghalliem Li
jiggwidah. Meta 1-ghalliem
ikun xi hadd bhal Roberto
Benigni, 1- ch-r\"inju jinbidcl

Dawk li kienu direttament
responsabbli gh.l] dan 1-

kobor ul- Llnn:l tad- Dn i
Commeddia

64



Dahhakna bis-serjeta

M’ ghandna bzonn ebda
interpretu biex nitpaxxew u
nitganglu bl-ispettakli tal-
komiku Taljan, Roberto
Benigni. [l-genju tieghu hu
appuntu li, b'mod immedjat,
ghandu |-hila jdahhalna
["goxritna u johrogna minna
nlusna fl-istess waq: jidhol
["basla hu biex jurina kif
nohorgu mis-saam taghna.

[l-messagg tieghu nixorbuh
bla ebda bzonn li nixtarruh. Kif
jehid hu stess dwar id-Divina
Commedia: it-tifsira taghha
tista’ thossha kif wiched ihoss
il-muzika; m'ghandekx
ghalfejn, waqt li tkun ged
tismaghha, iggib quddiem
ehajnejk it-tifsiriet koltha
taghha.

Izda, jekk se nirriflettu dwar
ghala Benigni ghandu l-effen
fugna, jew imgar dwar il-
filosofija tieghu, allura
ghandna bzonn nikkonfrontaw
I-interpretazzjonijiet. Nghid
ghalija, ma nagbel xejn ma’ xi
hweiieg li nigalu dwar Benigni
wara ¢-Cerimonja universitarja
fejn inghata d-dottorat honoris
cansa,

Fil-fehma tieghi, il-missjoni
1a” Benigni hi 1i jurina u li
jiskopri hu stess x"inhi l-vera
serjeth. Li gal sewwa sew fil-
konferenza stampa kien li meta
jhossu mdejjaq jipprova jara I-
lat komiku — u mhux 1i jwagga’

l-affarijiet ghac-Cajt.

Ghalih, il-komiciti tohrog il-
veriti serja tal-hajja: i
m'ghandhiex ghalfejn tkun
trapedja, jekk nagsmu I-hajja
flimkien bhall-ahwa. F'dan is-
sens hu veru dixxiplu '’
Dante, li ghalih il-hajja kienet
kummlcdjd divina ghaliex hi
* ferh, ta” bxara tajba,
minkejja l-maltempati u n-
nawfragi taghha.

Izda hadd ma jista’

wiehed jista" jara x"jigri f-
ewwel seba’ minuti "
spettaklu, mill-kabina tad-
direttur.)

Imma Benigni mhux xi
robot, u langas xi haga lint.
Dan juri 1i hu jkun hadem sew
fuq id-diskors tieghu, ikun
ippruvah flimkien mad-
direttur — i jifhem il-komicitd
1a” Benigni sew.

L-ispnnlanjcl'n ta’ Benigni hi
l-ispontanjeti ta” l-atlela

Jizviluppa dan il-f
tieghu ghall-ferh veru Jckk ma
jkunx zviluppat il-potenzjal ta®
kulhadd. Allura jehtieg li
nahsbu dwar Benigni bhala xi
hadd ferm iktar riflettiv milli
nistghu nahsbuh ahna. Irridu
nifhmu l-ispontanjeti tieghu.

Ghax Benigni mhux komiku
spontanju fis-sens i johrog
kollox minn #niedu fil-hin li
jkun ged jghidu. Bil-maglub, il-
giggifogu tad-diskorsi tieghu
hu ppreparat b'mod |-akiar
metikoluz. Hu mibni sew fil-
hsieb — sa l-icken kumment u
sa l-icken gest.

Wagt l-ispettaklu tieghu
jkollu d-direttur isefsiflu
(elettronikament) " widintu —
ifakkru meta ghandu jagbez u
jxejjer idejh, u meta ghandu
jitfa" it-tali bothcw

uddlxxiphtlnl jew
icista kbir i anum
jimprovviza ghaliex it-teknika
u x-xoghol muzikali jkunu
saru parti minnu,

Il-hsieb ta’ Benigni hu serju
daqs il-preparazzjoni teknika
tieghu. Kif galilna hu stess fid-
diskors li ghamel wara li
ircieva d-dottorat: ir-religjon
nisranija tighdu minhabba I-
valur assolut li taghti lill-hajja
karnali taghna — tant li ma
tistax tisthajjel genna vera
minghajr ir-rezurezzjoni tal-
gisem haj tal-bniedem.

Din il-filosofija hi, biex
inghid hekk, inkamata kemm
fid-Divina C dia kif

ghall-assurd (js-satira
politika), ghas-sublimi (id-
dinjiti essenzjali tal-bniedem
' Dante u fil-Vangelu). F'kull
qasam huwa juza -komicita
biex jissorprendi u jgieghelna
nharsu lejn id-dinja
bhallikieku ghall-ewwel
darba.

Din hi vizjoni tal-hajja li
tikkuntrasta I-komicith mhux
mas-serjetd izda mas-
solennita Zejda. 1l-buzulloni
ta’ Benigni fic-cerimonja
universitarja ma wagqghu xejn
ghac-cajt — anzi, qdew il-
funzjoni taghhom li johorgu s-
solidarjeti u I-fratemiti 1a” 1-
okkazjoni.

Nahseb li ghal Benigni I-
akbar avversarju hu
Berlusconi — minkejja li dan
hu I-politiku Ewropew li |-
aktar ihobb ifagga’ ¢-Cajt —
proprju ghaliex i¢-Cajt ta®
Berlusconi ghandu l-iskop li
jifred in-nies, mhux igibhom
flimkien: u l-kirurgija
koimetika li jiddiletta biha
Berlusconi ma ticéelebrax il-
hajja kamali tal-bniedem

dagsk lizzaha.

ukoll fl-ispettakli ta’ Benigni.
Dante jghaggad il-vulgari
(p.ez. il-bass tax-xitan fl-
Infern XX1), mas-sublimi.

k li lit-tali fl-udjs
(Fls-:ul tal- YouTube, taht
‘Roberto Benigni Arezzo’

Dag iehor, Benigni fid-
diskorsi tieghu jehaddi mill-
farsa (p.ez. ic-Gajt sesswali),

04.27_mument

Oscar-winni ac!ornn R

s!mre hhpusiuntor Dante’ lI.aDM'nnf' liaina e that

y rector |

y. Photo: Maiih

04.27_sundaytimes

,.unllll!ri last Tuesday. Beni

Fil-gofol tal-komiéita ta’
Benigni hemm il-viZzjoni tad-
dinjith ta’ kull persuna.
Tfakkama li I-bniedem tac-cajt
hu dak li mhux kapagi jidhak
bih innifsu; li l-bniedem serju
hu dak 1i jaf jidhak sew.

i being conferred with the honorary degrec of Doctor of

itook to :he L ity's stage to

:

| scl and i last

ranierfsadni@europe.com

ll-komicita
ta’ Benigni
turina x’inhi
I-vera serjeta
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Lino Spiteri
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Eat your heart out Silvio!

We hold noidea
of the healing
powers of
laughter,
especially when
we directitat
ourselves

04.27_sundaytimes

Learning to take
humour seriously

oberto Benigni came. He

© glanced. He conguered.

He did more than that.

He swept off their feetall

those who were lucky

enough to be present at one or more

of his performances, His dynamic

vibes were infectious to those of us

who only had glimpses of him on
television.

His frail build packs within it
immes ble super d i
he had alreadywon his spurs and the
acclaim to go with them well before
he came to Malta, he added to that
plus some more during his short
visit,.

A superficial recollection of the
man' may be that of a comic.
Humour spills out of him like a river
welling out of a deep underground
lake. It splits the sides. It is indeed
i the first burst of it,
s gigeling in anticipation of
what is coming next.

All that is misleading. Benigni
takes his humour serfously. 'm told
thay, shortly after he landed in Malta,
he quizzed those he met to get the
Maltese version of a number of
phrases. He demonstrated why in
the manner he addressed those who
opened their arms to him, even ina
normally solemn occasion like the
conferring of a degree Honoris
Causaon him by our university.

He projected himsellas a straniero
in patria, a refugee, now that Italy
has again been taken over by il Cav-
alfere Silvio Berlusconi. You are an
island of the knights, he said. In Italy
we have only one knight. In two sen-
tences he made a telling political
commentary. He depicted and criti-
cised Berlusconi and fellow lralians
for the way the magnate Benigni
g ltaly. That
ry has many
knights, ofone order or another. But
the only that counts, transmitted
Benigni, is Berlusconl.

The actor counter pointed a
deeply serious message with appar-
enthumour. He rushed towards the

| i hed 1 I 110

Benigni is a great artistand flm
director. | doubt that I've been more
moved by film than I was by his Life
is Beautiful, and like me probably
many others too. He Is an actor par
excellence.

He proved again here in Malu that
he is as familiar with Dante and all
that he sought to convey as he is with
himsell.

But perhaps, above all, Benigni is
a socio-political commentator. He
despises formality, going about his
appointments tieless and as casual
as can be.

Clearly he sees formality as s
impediment, a barrier between him
and those with whom he wishes 1o

icate. He is an I

L B
honour him, throwing himselfat the
feet of President Eddie Fenech
Adami, the symbol of a united
nation, pitifully begging one and all
o “help me, help me!” in Maltese.
The audience roared In laughing
appreciation, We laughed too,
watching him on television. On
reflection; though, one recognises
that this artist with the quicksilver
mind, with his tongue that reaches
out caressingly bur with the joltof
lightening, was only | ding to be
funny. Hewas deadly serious. All his
laughter, all the laughter he gener-
ates in others, is caleulated, pro-
grammed (o the last gasp.

c
whatan intellectual can be and do if
hie finds the right metaphors o con-
nectwith,

To us Maliese, Benigni s an exam-
ple inanother sense. As a people we
tend to be rather humourless, We
tend to appreciate a good joke, but
only so long as we are not the buttat
the end of it. Having no idea what the
term sell-deprecating means, we
are hardly ever able to laugh at
ourselves.

We resent it bitterly when others
seem 1o be laughing at us, even if
with good reason. We hold no idea
of the healing powers of laughter,
especially when we direct it at

ourselves. Jokes at our expense do
not relax us. They stress us. We ke
ourselves so seriously that itis funny
initself.

Itwould be a mremendous achieve-
ment even for Benigni if, through his
bubbling but crafied humour, his
talking hands, his marvellous
switching from slapstick 1o serious-
ness, he has left us with a lesson to
take 1o heart. IThe has planted in us,
or at least watered the thought that
people without a deep sense of
humour are insulferable, even to
themselves.

The Dean and deputy Dean of the
faculry of Arts, Dominic Fenech and
Gloria Lauri-Lucente, did us all a
favour by creating the opportunity
for us 1o be imbued with the wise
humour that Is packaged as one
Benigni,

Ifonly we had politicians, church-
men, bureaucrats, simple men and
women who could boast that, yes
indeed, they learned something
from the visit of the Italian genius.

Ifonky the political class can geta
film of the local appearances and
utterances of the lalian genius and
play it back over and over again to
learn the effectiveness of good
humaour. We should find a way 1o
give Benigni another Honoris Causa
degree, and start the memorable
process all over again.

———

04.27_sundaytimes
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Ftit sieghat biss gabel ma nghata I-Grad
ta’ Duttur tal-Letteratura (Honoris
Causa) hil-Knisja ta’ I-Universita 1-Belt
Valletta, I-attur komiku Taljan Roberto
Benigni indirizza konferenza ta’ 1-
ahbarijiet fl-Augla Magna, li matulha
spikka s-solitu stil ferriehi tieghu i
jwaqqa’ kollox ghaz-zufjett,

04.27_torca

It was a real shame that some
University students who were
attending the Serata Dantesca, with
Ttalinn actor Roberto Benigni as the
protagoniat, did =not obey the
instructions given to then before the
gtart of the performance, They were
told to switeh off their mobile phones
and refrain from teking photes,
especiglly with the flash. But some
of them just could not be bothered.
Mobile phones did ring during the
performance, and some students
kept on taking photos in epite of
being reprimanded by the ushers. A
raal shame.

The coming over of personalities
such as Roberto Benigni to Malta
are a major happening in a small
country like curs. It was good that
the University thought it fit to put
up a big screen on campus to allow
students who could not get into the
Sir Temi Zammit Hall to watch the
show anyway. Such occasions are,
unfortunately, rather rare and it
would be extremely healthy if more
people like the Italian actor wete to
be brought over. They enrich every-
one's experience.

04.28_ themaltaindependent



Newsroom ? 28th April
4/28/2008 8:27:50 AM
Awtur: ahbarijietdotcom

Last week the Commission
against Racism and
Intolerance, within the
European Council published a
report about the immigration
Malta saying amongst other
things that the detention
system in Malta is leading to
xenophobia and racism among
the Maltese public. The
government answered in a
harsh way to this report and
insists that it's a report that
doesn't take into consideration
the national interest.

Another heated debate which "
is not easy to solve; Newsroom |
today will analyse the report
and the governments response
through the various guests
invited in the studio to view this
case in depth.

We will be speaking also about the unique experience which some us had when they met talented Italian

actor Roberto Benigni who gave an excellent view of Dante's Divina Commedia the day after he was
honoured with an honoris causa in an other unforgettable ceremony.

We'll also discuss the Gozo 1234, a Gozitan experience of which the organisers are saying that we never
had anything of this sort; it will be happening during the next weekend in Gozo.

Newsroom is aired every Monday at 21:35, presented by Josianne Camilleri, edited by Vanessa Attard,
directed by Claire Muscat and produced by Lourdes Pullicino assisted by Clayton Tanti.

04.29 nazzjon
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BRINCAT

Benigni for leader

Dante and Pinoechio.

Had more MPs, ministers
and people involved in politics
attended they would have
experienced what Dr Lauri
Lucente described as a unigque
artist who enables us to sus
pend our disbelief and draws
us into a fantasy world where
everything is dreadful and
everything 1= joyous, where
evervthing is sad and eve
thing is funny, or as [
Pirandello would have put it,

This is not meant as any
offence against the valid can-
didates who have come for:
ward for the three pivotal
leadership posts of the party.

But I am sure that some
humour and wry comments at
this moment in time will not
do anyone any harm.

I always thought that a meal
among friends was the best
way to unwind after the elec:
toral and post electoral stress,
but believe you me nothing
beats the experience of the
Conferment of the Degree of
Doctor of Literature (Honoris
Causa) on Maestro Roberto
Benigni at the Church of the
University in Valletta.

The oration by Dr Gloria
Lauri Lucente, whom I never
had the honour to meet so far,
was a gem in itself.

Rather than a simple ora-
tion it read more like a four
and a half page thesis on
Benigni that managed to
draw parallels in the same
hreath between Pirandello,

I
where evervthing is fable and
evervthing is true.

It takes a genius indeed “to
make us laugh till we ery and
cry till we laugh'.

I must confess many of us
present did both in less than
an hour or so.

If Benigni had to run for
leader of a political party he
would run roughshod on the
following without spilling any
b while keeping everyone
rollicking in the aisles.

+ He would have ensured
that state broadeasting did
not take sides as it has
already done in the race:

* He would not have accept-
ed staunch supporters of a
particular candidate to pose
as independent ohservers or
commentators on the same
station:

+ He would have ensured
that his party’s machine,
electoral commission, media,
and structures did not tilt
any way either by design,
default or through sheer
incompetence;

Roberto Benigni

* He would have insisted
that all his competitors came
clean by spelling out their
real plans clearly, specific
time frames included:

Photo Ben Borg Cardona

present Prime Minister from
the parliamentary benches
without any undue delay so
that all of them ean commit

+ He would have said stop to
any mind games or game
plans and dug beneath the
surface to ferret out what
they really meant by what
they said or even worse,
refused to say or commit
themselves to;

+ He would have insisted
that they would all bind
th Ives to conf in a

th Ives to stand up to be

tolerated any perversions of
the truth especially when we
have flashbacks to 10 years or
more where versions eclash,
coincide and contrast with
one another;

* How would Benigni have
reacted had one of the
prospective deputy leader
contenders  claimed that
hefore taking the plunge he
wanted to consult his spiritu-
al director while another one
suggested that one of the first
persons who should address
the House of Representatives
should be the Archbishop of
Malta?

Benigni thanks Dante for
having taught him about the
paradox of life. The moment
he takes up residence in Malta
he will forget all about Dante
and discover for himself what
the paradox of life really
means, since we are all living
it and experiencing it on a
daily basiz 24 hours a day.

Even if after all he decides
not to run, he can always
hang around and stay on in
I_\'Iu]m as consultant to the

d rather than p
the buck:

+ He would have expected
all candidates to be cager to
have a say in how to react to
the government’s parliamen:
tary proposals rather than
having anyone sitting on
fence, hoping that the hatch-
et job will be carried out by
else before he or she

firm, pro-active, reasonahle
but no-nonsense manner the

takes over;
+ Benigni would not have

There are limits
to tolerance
— Leo Brincat

Continued from page 6

Every party has its doctors of spin. They have become part
and parcel of the game.

But surely State Broadcasting can ill afford to jump on
such a bandwagon, especially when people with direct vest-
ed interests continue to hone to perfection skills they had
when still working in the private sector.

I am all for o media friendly approach. But there are lim-
its to tolerance.

In the oration Pinoechio was deseribed as Dante’s “double”.

We do not need any homegrown Pinocchios on our little
island, especially when there happen to be enough political
currents and cross currents at play.

To end on a positive note Benigni will have surely found
comfort in the fact that while one prospective candidate
intends to lead by example by involving the other contes-
tants if he wins and helping them if he loses, another front
runner stated that he is prepared to serve whoever may be
elected leader, in any position or role as the new leader him-
self may suggest or propose. I am confident and hopeful that
the other contestants will do the same.

If only Benigni extended his stay in Malta by a couple of
days he could have even marched together with the other
contestants as one team on 1 May!

email: leo.brincat@gov,mt
Leo Brincat is a Labour MP

This article was submitted prior to a tongue-in-cheek
Sunday Times cartoon with the same name which
appeared two days ago

04.29_ themaltaindependent

for the
respectable Minister Cristina,
who might find that handling
the can of worms in certain
quarters at PBS might prove
to be far more of a poisoned
chalice than handling effec-
tively all those who used to
try and abuse benefit fraud in
her days responsible for
Social Services.

Continues on page 7
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NEWSROOM

Benigni f'Malta

NET Television 23:40
¥ Artisti barranin jigu ta’ spiss f'Malta, kemm ghal btala
jew biex jiehdu sehem fxi serata. Biss mhux dejjem ihallu
impatt dagstant kbir li kulhadd jispicca jitkellem
dwarhom.
‘Mhux hekk Robert Benigni (fir-ritratt) 1i min-
kejja li kien f"Malta ghall-ewwel darba spicca
biex ghamel impatt qgawwi. Naraw aktar
wagqt Newsroom li barra dwar Benigni jit-
kellem ukoll dwar Gozo 1234 u dwar rap-
port tal-Kummissjoni Kontra r-Razzizmu u
l-Intolleranza fi zdan il-Kunsill ta 1-Ewropa.

04.29_nazzjon

Benigni to lead one-man show in Malta

by Valerie Fenech - valfen@di-ve.com
Current Affairs -- 31 March 2008 -- 11:20CEST

Roberto Benigni
Italian award-winning actor Roberto Benigni is set to lead a one-man show in Malta,
following his acceptance of an honorary degree as a Doctor of Literature from the
University of Malta.

The 55-year old actor will be conferred an honcrary Ph.D. in literature on April 22" from the
University of Malta, and perform in a one-man show on the 23rd,

Entitiled "Tutto Dante”, the show has drawn more than one million spectators in Italy since it
was launched in July 2006.

On the night of the 23", Benigni will delve into a discussion about the 15¢ century poet Dante
Alighieri with scholar Robert Hollander, Professor of European Literature Emeritus at Princeton
University and the founding director of the Princeton Dante Project.

This will be followed by a recital of one of Benigni‘s favourite canti from Dante’s Divine
Comedy.

During his short stay in Malta, Benigni is also set to launch an exhibition of illustrations of
Dante’s epic poem by artist Monika Beisner at the Istituto Italiano di Cultura in Valletta.

LA COMMEDIA E FINITA
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