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A. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The total number of candidates who registered to sit for Intermediate Geography was 104, which is 24 

candidates more than in 2019.  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the Special September 2020 Session of the examination 

GRADE A B C D E F ABS TOTAL 

No. of Candidates 7 12 10 18 11 21 25 104 

% OF TOTAL 6.7 11.5 9.6 17.3 10.6 20.2 24.0 100 

Table 1: Distribution of grades for IM Geography, Special September Session 2020  

Table 1 shows the distribution of grades for the First session of the Geography Intermediate examination for 
2020. There is a marked departure from the performance of candidates in the previous year. The number of 
failures rose to 20.2% which contrasts starkly with the 0% for May 2019. Moreover, the percentage of 
candidates who obtained grades D and E was almost 28%. The Gaussian distribution is definitely skewed 
towards the right.  
 
It would be easy to attribute this lacklustre performance to the Covid 19 pandemic and the subsequent 
lockdown which created a great deal of stress on students and their teachers. However, other explanations 
should not be neglected. Many students were taught online for varying periods of time and this was more 
of an “emergency online teaching” rather than true distance learning. The vast majority of students, as well 
as their teachers, had never experienced online learning before the Covid outbreak and teething troubles 
were bound to occur. 
 
We can only hope that next year’s session would reflect a better performance once the pandemic is over or 
the educational community learns to make full use of the possibilities and advantages of true online learning. 

Table 2: Number of attempted questions & average marks obtained in IM Geography, Special September Session 
2020  

Table 2 shows how candidates opted for questions during the examination and the average grades that were 
obtained for each question. Please note that the maximum mark for each question is 25. Candidates were 
instructed to choose two questions from each section and complete four questions in all.  
 
Most candidates opted for questions 1 and 3 in Section A (Physical Geography). Question 1, which concerned 
Volcanicity, was chosen by 48 candidates and this is not so surprising since many students usually enjoy the 
topic. An even more popular question, chosen by 49 candidates, was number 3 which concerned Climate 
Change and its impacts; especially on less developed countries.  The question which was least attempted in 
this section was question 4. Only six candidates attempted this question and this is rather surprising since 
the sub questions were highly structured and addressed the Mediterranean climate in particular.  

TABLE 2 Section A Section B 

Question Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Number of attempted questions 48 31 49 6 15 34 46 39 

Average marks obtained 18 18 13 14 12 16 12 12 

Mode (most common mark obtained) 23 25 10 18 13 20 15 11 
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There was a relatively more even distribution of preferences for Section B (Human Geography) with a marked 
preference for question 7 which asked for a discussion of the Cruise Liner tourist industry. Question 5 which 
concerned settlement patterns and hierarchies proved to be the least popular within this section.  
 
Table 2 shows that students tended to score better in Section A than Section B. It is interesting to note that 
the highest mode values were obtained in Questions 1, and 2. More details are provided in Part 2 of this 
report.  
 

B. GENERAL REMARKS 
The September 2020 Geography Intermediate examination session followed the recently modified syllabus. 
The format of the examination paper has been simplified and reduced to two sections – namely (A) Physical 
and (B) Human Geography. Candidates were instructed to answer four questions in total choosing two 
questions from each section. 
 
The reason why the first session of the examination was held in September was because of the COVID19 
pandemic. The traditional June session was delayed to September while the second session was deferred to 
December. 
 

C. COMMENTS ON PAPER I 

Section A: Physical Geographical Processes 

Question 1 

This was one of the most answered question in Section A.  
a. Most candidates managed to produce a diagram of a volcano and many managed to link this to the 

tectonic processes responsible for volcanic eruptions. 
b. Some candidates fared better in this subquestion. Many were successful in identifying hazards 

caused by volcanic activity although some candidates repeated the identification of the risks. The 
candidates who scored lower marks failed to adequately provide a discussion of the risks as well as 
the benefits. The identification of benefits were occasionally confused with hazards.  
 

Question 2 

a. Many candidates seemed capable of interpreting storm hydrographs and account for the lag in 
discharge. A few candidates seemed to be confused even in identifying rainfall and discharge despite 
the fact that these were labelled on the storm hydrographs. Practically none of these poorly 
performing responses could realistically explain the time lag responsible for the change in the cureve. 

b. Most candidates offered reasonable discussions regarding the role of geology, topography and soils 
in determining the rate of discharge. 

c. Several candidates could identify human activities within drainage basins which may have some 
bearing on the nature of river flow.  Some related these activities to climate and soil erosion but 
many identified factors which affect discharge within a river basin. There were several candidates 
who could relate this to a shortening of the time lag as identified in figure A. 
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Question 3 

Many candidates attempted this question and this is not surprising since the topic of Climate Change is 
widely discussed in the media. It is unfortunate, however, that such media exposure did not always translate 
into well-argued and logical discussions regarding the impacts of climate change 
Those candidates who did opt for this question obtained some of the highest marks awarded in this section.  

a. Most candidates replied with good definitions of climate change. 
b. Candidates were mostly successful in identifying the three physical hazards resulting from climatic 

instability. 
c. This question was sometimes answered in a rather vague manner. Issues of marginal cultivation, lack 

of governmental resources to tackle hazards, etc. were not discussed to any great level of detail 
despite the fact that there were nine marks allocated to this question. 

 

Question 4 

a. Some of the candidates offered good diagrams outlining global atmospheric circulation but others 
produced figures with varying degrees of accuracy. In some cases the labelling was poor if it existed 
at all. There was, sometimes, very little discussion of the reasons why the cells exist and the factors 
that contribute to their formation and persistence. 

b. This sub-question seems to have been a major challenge for some. Many could come up with the 
mantra of “hot dry summers and winter rains” but few seem to have understood the global 
atmospheric processes responsible for this climate. A few did mention the shifting of the ITCZ and 
the emplacement of the Azores High pressure system over the Mediterranean bringing Sahara-like 
conditions for a sizeable part of the summer season. 

 
 

Section B: Human Geographical Processes 

Question 5 
This question proved to be the least popular in Section B. The average mark for this question was 12 out of 
25. Two students managed to obtain marks over 20 and the rest obtained far more modest marks. 

a. Few candidates managed to highlight the importance of the railway as a key factor in the linear 
spread of settlement as shown in the diagram.  

b. Many candidates did not provide correct answers for this sub-question showing little familiarity with 
settlement function. 

c. Only a few candidates could discuss the situation of Hamrun despite the information provided in the 
diagram. 

 

Question 6 
This question was attempted by a fair number of candidates and they obtained a high average mark. Many 
candidates were awarded more than 20 marks.  

a. Most candidates provided a satisfactory definition of the Demographic Transition Model. 
b. Several candidates provided a reasonably good diagram of the DTM but a few of the examples cited 

were rather incorrect. Most of the other examples cited were perfectly acceptable. 
c. Criticism of the DTM was often well argued with some notable exceptions. 

 
 
 

Question 7 
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This was the most popular choice in this section. Most of them performed fairly well with some exceptions. 
In fact, the average mark for this question was 12 while the mode was 15. 

a. Many candidates could not provide explanations for the fall in passenger numbers in the cruise liner 
industry. 

b. Most candidates could identify the three benefits asked for in this question but the validity of the 
description varied considerably. 

c. There were several correct answers for this question (ironically more than the benefits). Issues of 
pollution, congestion, and the current Covid pandemic were mentioned. 

 

Question 8 

This proved to be quite a popular question with 39 candidates opting to answer it. Most of them performed 
slightly below the overall average. The mode for this question was 11. 

a. Most candidates could not offer a reasonable answer to this question. The ratio of part-time farmers 
compared to full-time farmers is easily identifiable. Candidates could also have provided some 
comparison to the local workforce which numbers into hundreds of thousands. 

b. The reasons offered varied considerably. Some correctly identified the role of supermarkets and their 
imports of agricultural products from Italy. Others correctly identified the scarcity of land and water 
resources.  

c. A reasonably good number of candidates managed to identify saqwi and bagħli. but the definitions 
often lacked clarity. 

 

D. CONCLUDING COMMENTS 
1. All candidates managed to follow the rubric and answer the four questions that they were meant to 

attempt. This probably reflects the simpler layout of the examination paper. 
2. As in previous years, however, many candidates still seem to struggle with English and sometimes 

misuse geographical vocabulary.  
3. Many answers were not written in the form of a well-structured essay. Many essays were not 

structured in a consistent and logical manner.    
4. Some candidates’ handwriting was very difficult to read.  
5. Some candidates failed to use the marks allotted for each question as guidance. The marks and 

command terms provide indication of the level of detail required in the answer. 
 

 

Chairperson 

Examination Panel 2020  
 


